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MEDITATION

The Nature of the Kingdom of God
Rev. Johnny Serafini

It is like a grain of mustard seed, which a man took,
and cast into his garden; and it grew, and waxed a
great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the
branches of it. Luke 13:18-21

Oftentimes believers may be discouraged
because they are not remembering some of the
most basic things the Lord Jesus taught about
the Kingdom of God. In Luke 13:18-21, Jesus
tells two mini-parables about the nature of the Kingdom of God.
He was expressing four foundational truths about the church of
Jesus Christ. (1) It begins very small, perhaps in a way that might
not even be noticed, for such is the nature of the mustard seed. (2)
It grows. However insignificant its beginnings may be, it grows to
a very great stature. (3) It blesses. That the fowls of the air found
lodging in its branches speaks of comfort, refreshment, shelter;
and (4) It transforms. Those who are truly in the kingdom of God
never remain as citizens of this world but become citizens of
another.

1. Little Beginnings – The smallness of its beginnings is a very
important principle to remember especially in outreach ministries. We tend to think that for ministries to be successful they
must be financially driven, professionally planned, and full of
willing volunteers. Indeed, these means may be of great use, but
the whole point of Jesus’ words is to help us realize that numbers,
greatness, power, influence, and money are not the means by
which the Kingdom of God grows.
So much about the ministry of Jesus was “little”. He was born
in a tiny village, to a poor family, and grew up in the outskirts of
Israel. His first followers were unlearned men. His mission posts
were borrowed homes, mountain tops and olive gardens. As for
fundraising, it was basically non-existent.
A little mustard seed is not only “little” but also despised for
being so and, likewise, so was the ministry of Jesus. The very fact
of its insignificance in the minds of men made it a venture disdained by every prominent position of the day; the Pharisees,
Sadducees, Scribes, Chief Priests and the entire Roman authority
hated Jesus and His followers. No significant segment of the
known world embraced this “little seed” of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, except the “little ones” like fishermen, publicans, sinners
and people rescued from demon-possession.

2. Great Growth – Yet, for all this “littleness”, it grew! The
Kingdom of God grew from a band of 12 apostles, to around 120
men and women, and at Pentecost the number grew by more than
3,000 in one day, and then thousands were added little by little.
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Indeed, by the year 325 AD a council was called and funded by
the Roman Emperor himself, for such was his interest in the unity
of the Christian Church – it spanned the entire Empire! Today
Christianity has reached every continent.
This truth ought to encourage us in all of our outreach efforts,
trusting the promise Jesus made that He would build His church
and the gates of hell would not prevail against it! The mustard
seed “waxed a great tree!”

3. Great Blessing – In many ways this first parable has been
fulfilled, for not only has the Church of Jesus Christ grown, but
people in the world have also been greatly blessed by the
Church’s ministry throughout the ages to this present day. The
greatest blessing of all is the reality of those who have found rest
for their souls in Christ, like the fowls in the parable found rest as
they lodged in the branches of the great tree. Further, every
nation that has been touched by the Gospel of the Lord Jesus has
been blessed by the schools, universities, seminaries, hospitals,
and work ethic which it has promoted.
4. Great Transformation – The source of the blessing is found in
the second mini-parable that Jesus recounts in Luke 13:20-21.
While the first mini-parable speaks of the growth of the kingdom
and its blessing, the second one, of the woman who hid the
leaven in the three measures of meal, speaks of the transformation that occurs in the soul of every true Christian.
J.C. Ryle explains eloquently the transforming power of the
Gospel of Christ, “Little by little it will influence the
conscience, the affections, the mind, and the will, until the whole
man is affected by its power, and a thorough conversion to God
takes place. In some cases, no doubt, the progress is far quicker
than in others. In some cases, the result is far more clearly marked
and decided than in others. But wherever a real work of the Holy
Ghost begins in the heart, the whole character is sooner or later
leavened and changed. The tastes of the man are altered, the
whole bias of his mind becomes different” (Expository Thoughts on
Luke, vol. 2, pg. 128).
The very one who may despise, persecute, hate and disdain
the believer, is the very one who needs the Church in order to live
in a better world – one that looks more like a tree with fruit,
shade, comfort and stability, rather than a broken, shattered,
war-ridden world.
Our efforts in reaching others for Christ may have its
challenges. The means may seem small, few people may be interested, volunteers may seem minimal. Yet trust the Lord Jesus’
parables teaching that the Kingdom of God shall grow, shall grow
big, shall be a blessing, and shall transform entirely the souls of
those who trust Christ as their Savior and Lord. May the Lord
bless the efforts of all His people, sustaining us with these
promises and the power of His Spirit.
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EDITORIAL

Importance of World Missions
Corney Les

Dear Friends,
Matthew 10:40-42 teaches that we are all called
to be involved in missions. But do we fully
grasp the importance of world missions to the
plans of God and how each of us can be
involved in His mission?
The New Testament teaches that all believers
have an important part to play in the extension
of the kingdom of God. The church is made up of a variety of
people who possess a variety of gifts as we find in 1 Cor. 12:12–
31, all of which are necessary for the church to function properly.
The church’s task cannot be accomplished by one or a few individuals; all of us are called to work together to advance the
Lord’s mission. In addition, all who work towards the ends for
which our Father has created His church will receive rewards, no
matter which part they play in the kingdom’s advance. This truth
is taught clearly in the conclusion to Christ’s missionary
discourse in Matthew 10.
Up until this point, Jesus had called His disciples to ministry
and prepared them for the inevitable opposition from this fallen
world. But what about those who want to follow the Saviour and
yet lack the skills, gifts, or qualifications to engage in full-time
Christian service? How can they be involved in His great
mission? Jesus answers these questions in verses 40 to 42 by
promising a great reward to all who support His emissaries.
Receiving His workers (v. 40) — providing lodging and food for
His servants — deserves a reward, not because the messengers
themselves are worthy, but because to do such things for Christ’s
workers is to treat the Lord in the same way. There is such a
strong connection between Christ and His people that what we
do for a believer we do for the Saviour.
While we may not be directly involved in full-time
ministry ourselves, yet we serve Jesus Himself when we provide
for the Gospel’s extension. Even the smallest service does not go
unnoticed. Even those who give a drink of cold water, an inexpensive act of hospitality, are not forgotten (v. 42). As Matthew
Henry says, Christ values the aid offered to His people “not
according to the cost of the gift, but according to the love and
affection of the giver.” Only a small percentage of Christians are
called to full-time service. Yet even those who do not work in a
foreign mission field or hold ecclesiastical office are vital to the
extension of the Gospel. Besides working diligently in our jobs
and evangelizing those in our personal lives, praying for the
growth of the kingdom, volunteering in the church, and giving
funds for outreach are ways we can fulfill Christ’s call to care for
His ministers.
The past year has brought additional challenges due to
COVID-19. We are thankful that classes have been able to resume
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at Mukhanyo College in South Africa and that this ministry
continues to serve the people of southern Africa. We are thankful
that the DeVries family is doing well and pray for the safe arrival
of their baby. May the Lord continue to bless this ministry to the
extension of His kingdom.
We pray that Dr. Sonja Miskin, who was recently diagnosed
with an auto-immune disorder, may recover and be able to treat
the disorder effectively. As well, we pray that the Miskins receive
the comfort of the Lord as they mourn the passing of their
newborn grandson.
Take courage that everyone who is involved in ministry or
supporting the work of ministry is obeying the command of God
and will be rewarded for their part in this work. And we know
that His Word will not return unto Him void (Isa 55:11).

MISSION UPDATE
SOUTH AFRICA
DeVries Family Year-In-Review
Dr. Brian DeVries

We wish you all God’s richest blessings as we conclude this year
and enter 2021. The past year has been extraordinary, an understatement for sure! But the Lord has been with us always – our
Immanuel – as He has promised, so we give Him thanks for His
gracious guiding and providing in the past 12 months. We also say
“thanks” to each of you who have been praying with us during
the past year! Here is a short overview of some of our activities:
January. The academic year started as usual at Mukhanyo
Theological College with the normal student registration, orientation, opening activities, new classes, and academic meetings. The
new campuses in Rustenburg and Durban were off to a good start
as well, and student intake in all locations was good with the total
student count now exceeding 1,000. The normal church activities
also resumed after the summer holiday. As a family, though, we
were saddened at the end of the month with the news of the
miscarriage of our fifth child (Psalm 27).
February. We welcomed seven new adult members (with three
children) into the Grace Reformed Church after they completed
the 9-month membership class. As a family we enjoyed a holiday
on the Durban coast when visiting the Durban campus and bringing a large load of new library books. We were also busy during
this time collecting all the paperwork needed (about 150 pages) to
renew our South African visa permits, a frustrating process we
need to follow every few years.
March. Mukhanyo’s annual graduation is always a very
significant event for our students! Classes continued, as well as
the normal quarterly governance meetings (Finance, Education,
Board of Directors, etc.). But then COVID-19 arrived in South
Africa, so we had to close the college on the 19th, a week before
the scheduled 2-week Easter break. Providentially, we were able to
submit our visa application just before lockdown (and approval
was granted in August).
April. Lockdown in South Africa was very strict for the first two
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months. Groceries could be ordered online and delivered, so we
didn’t need to leave our home for more than seven weeks! The
homeschooling continued unhindered, however, and thankfully
we had bought a large trampoline the day before lockdown (a
great blessing indeed). Mukhanyo’s management team had
regular online meetings as we adjusted to the situation and
discussed plans for the way forward.
May. Lockdown continued. Teaching was moved “online” but
connectivity is very limited in some areas; so, while some classes
were taught via Zoom, other classes were taught via WhatsApp
voice notes, videos, and emails. It was challenging for our faculty;
we thank the Lord for their commitment to help our students! For
the church, I had to learn new skills to create a “worship service
video” each week – the message was preached on Saturday afternoon to a camera and uploaded so we all could watch it together
Sunday morning. Meanwhile, homeschooling continued and
“working from home” was nice for the family.
June. We were permitted to resume contact classes mid-month, so
we planned extra in-person sessions where needed to help students before they wrote exams in July. The Board met several
times also to rework the entire budget to 10% less expense as a
precaution. Looking back now, we are very thankful that staff still
received 100% salaries on average even during the four hard
months. The lockdown was less strict by the end of June so we
were able to take the kids out on local biking and hiking trails.
July. The first peak of COVID-19 infections came this month (we
are presently in the second wave). The Grace Reformed Church
resumed in-person services, but attendance numbers increased
slowly as most people watched from home for the first few
months. Each of my first semester students in both modules
passed their exams, and I also taught Intercultural Ministry as a
July intensive module for about 22 students at a partner church in
Johannesburg.
August. Mukhanyo started the second semester, in faith, and most
staff returned to nearly normal hours though many still worked
part-time from home. As a family, we had planned to spend most
of this month in America: teaching, family, and the children with
their cousins during the summer. It was a matter of much earnest
prayer by the kids (and us), but the Lord saw fit to postpone that
trip. So, homeschooling and teaching continued. We finally were
able to celebrate our 10th anniversary (from April) with a
3-day visit to Namaqualand – an amazing sight when the desert
blossoms for a few weeks with wild flowers!
September. We enjoyed several nature hikes with the church
family, a safe and permitted form of fellowship. My modules for
the second semester were Christian Apologetics and Intercultural
Ministry (again, at a different campus). Working from home during the previous months gave me time to finish writing several
study guides to be published next year: CM05 Mission of the
Church, CM10 Christian Apologetics, and BMS6 Intercultural
Ministry. Mukhanyo’s yearly Distance Forum was hosted as well;
this year’s attendance was ¼ in person and ¾ online.
October. We had the opportunity to visit America, just as internaAPRIL 2021

tional travel opened again in South Africa and just before an
intense third wave in America. It was an answer to many prayers,
and the tickets were even cheaper (though more hassles, more
uncertainty and adventure, etc.). We enjoyed visiting family
again, especially to announce face-to-face that we are expecting
another child in March 2021, the Lord willing. I also taught World
Religions at PRTS, spoke at the annual EMS conference (online
this year) and attended the HRC Synod meetings. Preaching in
Iowa was canceled due to COVID-19 risks.
November. Back home in Africa again, we had a very full month
finishing the academic year and planning for the next year
(budgets, interviews for new appointments, management and
governance meetings, etc.). Micah tripped and broke his arm – a
spiral fracture of two bones resulting in surgery and a cast for six
hot summer weeks; thankfully the cast is now off, swimming is
allowed again, and the bones seem to have healed well. Lanae
and I got away month-end for two days of quiet time together –
a highly recommended activity for all busy couples!
December. Thankfully church attendance has improved; some
visits and counseling continue, but other activities were postponed (Holy Communion, bi-annual church picnic, etc.).
Mukhanyo’s year-end staff function was a day of thanksgiving
for God’s protection and provision throughout a challenging
year. We celebrated Thanksgiving alone as a family (not a holiday
in Africa), and Christmas with a church service and a multiethnic
gathering in the home of Brazilian friends.
The past year was certainly unique, but the LORD is still with
us! We give Him humble praise for His constant preservation in
the past, and we pray for grace to trust Him with the future.
Please pray with us for God’s grace and blessing in the New Year,
and especially pray for these ministries – the college, the church
plant, and our family.
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Grace Reformed Hiking Trip

DeVries Family

INDONESIA
Sumba Mission – Miracle During
COVID-19 Pandemic
Christina Sihombing

For this article I asked Christina to give us a picture of how the
mission handled and experienced activities during the difficult
time of dealing with the Coronavirus during the past year. The
following is her report. Bernie Pennings

Blessed Christmas and New Year from all of us. That we are all
healthy and still surviving is a big miracle and such a blessing
when we consider the many others suffering and dying from
COVID-19.
This first report is coming to you with a grateful and thankful
heart to our God but also to you, our friends and supporters who
continuously help us. When we first heard about COVID-19 at
the beginning of last January, we had no clue about it. We thought
it would never reach us here in Sumba. We heard about it on the
news, but we did not really pay attention to it.
But everything changed in March 2020 when our government
began enforcing ‘social distancing’ rules. Then there were people
infected in Java, Bali and Kupang. At that time, we had very limited information about the disease itself and the things that we
4

were supposed to do but all of sudden all the alcohol, hand
sanitizer, masks and vitamins were gone from the store. It was
hard to find these supplies. Finally, we had to make our own
masks.
We decided to send home the grade 7 students who are from
the villages further away in order to decrease physical contact
with people outside of the Home. Because of the disease, students
would receive visitors almost every day from parents and other
family.
From March to June 2020, we did education via home visits,
when the teachers visited the students twice a week. It was quite
a big job, because the teachers had to do home visits every day
from 8:00 am-4:00 pm. We bought vitamins and masks from Java
and provided these to the students also. While the kids were learning by home schooling, the Children’s Home tried to obtain more
income by selling donuts, vegetables and groceries around the villages with our box truck. In the beginning of COVID-19 all the
prices had gone up so high and so money was tight, and so we
were glad to have this additional financial help. The big kids sold
the donuts or vegetables with the motor bike to the closer villages
and our box truck went to villages further away twice a week. We
are thankful that while we were doing these activities no one got
sick; instead, it was exciting for everybody because they got to
take turns with selling.
The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed weaknesses in the
health system. In July 2020 the government allowed for the reopening of the school and to help the children with malnutrition
problems. We instituted a feeding program from October to
December. This program was offered twice a week during Bible
study and Sunday School allowing for the children to receive extra
food at least three times a week. The children were given a rice box
(rice, vegetables, and protein) or bread and milk. In July we also
opened more mission posts, bringing us to a total of 6 mission
posts now. There are about 40 to 90 children who attend each
mission post and during that time we have a Bible study, watch a
short Christian movie (and afterwards discuss it with the
children), have singing and play some games. These mission posts
are held under the trees or at the home of one of the children. This
was going well; however, the government announced a new
policy on social distancing again and so we had to postpone our
Bible studies.
For the school, this past July, 20 children enrolled in grade 1
and 34 students in Grade 7. This is significant as these are the 2
grades at which children enter the school affecting the enrollment
in the years ahead. In total this year we have 71 elementary students, 66 in Junior high school and 25 Kindergarten students. With
the increased enrollment this past July in both Grade 1 and 7, we
look forward to greater student numbers in the years ahead.
This week the students from grade 7 returned again. The plan
is for them to stay with us again so they can continue their studies
here, so the teachers don’t have to visit each of them like last
March. We hope this pandemic is over soon so we can return to
normal life again. Pray for us that we would remain healthy, and
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that we would bow our knees to ask for God’s forgiveness. We
have made Him upset for so long with our sins.
We have implemented health protocols such as hand washing
before entering the school, wearing of masks (a requirement for
teachers and students), reduction in direct contact at the school
(now children only study in the mornings from 7 am to 12 pm),
and supplying teachers and classes with hand sanitizer. Students
and teachers also get regular vitamins to support their health.
Recently the virus has been spreading in large numbers and is
affecting those close to us, but to date we have not yet had a
single COVID-19 case at the Home.

However, we have had another problem again. Locusts have
returned and it seems like a flashback to 2000. The locusts have
been eating the corn, plants and everything in other villages. Last
week, the problem of locusts was as close as the village 5 km away
from us. All the corn that the people planted was eaten. We don’t
know what we will face this year. I am so worried that what
happened in 2000 will repeat itself this year. Then we had many
people dying of hunger because there was not enough food,
especially the children and elderly. We pray that God would
remember us all in His Mercy and that He may remember us and
these children. (We may report that after the writing of this article, the
locusts did come to the TanaMbanas area, but did not eat the plants in
the area. When they moved further west, about 5 km, the locusts again
started to clear the land of any greenery. We thank and praise God for
this miracle.)

The Home
The Home is almost full now with only a couple of rooms left
empty. We currently have 109 children in total including those in
Waingapu, Semarang and Kupang. The children are doing well
with raising their chickens, ducks, cows and pigs. We also plan to
have goats to sell and also to provide protein for us. We still sell
donuts and cakes in the store. There are plans to move the store to
the front of the compound and make it bigger.

Christmas Program
We had our Christmas celebration on December 18, 2020 and the
vice mayor, state secretary and some of the members of the House
of Representatives attended. There were 433 children in
attendance, which is the largest number of the children ever that
attended a Christmas program. We implemented the health protocol of hand washing and use of masks while in the hall. The
children performed the program they had practised for the event
which included singing, memory work, and poems, etc. We were
glad that we had the Christmas celebration on December 18,
because the very next day the government announced social
distancing measures again.
To close this report, I want us to reflect on 2 Corinthians 4:8-10.
May we continually praise Him even when we are sad, depressed,
weary of this situation, and insecure. In this time, He calls us to lift
up our hands and bow our knees to Him.
Greetings from all of us here. May you all, and us here, have a
blessed new year – Christine, Yanrus, the children, and the staff.
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ISRAEL
Christian Ministry to Israel
Rev. Don Overbeek

“We are committed to spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ
among the people of Israel and Jews worldwide” reads the
mission statement of Christian Ministry to Israel. This Scripturebased mission leads us to support work in Kanot, Israel;
Jersualem, Israel; Dimona, Negev Desert; and Budapest,
Hungary. CMI supports various types of ministries including
book publishing, Christian education, a coffee shop, pastoral
work and church outreach to Jewish people. In the following, I
would like to give some encouraging accounts of how the Lord
gives opportunities for the Gospel to spread among the Jews. We
pray for ongoing connections and for God to convert sinners to
the Messiah, Jesus Christ.

“I (Rev. Imre Zoldt) met with Lidi (not real name) next day. I
know about her that she is very sensitive for all kind of stories
what are about the suffering of innocent people, she lost her family in Auschwitz. I said, “look I have a book what is about how
Christians were living in the prison.” I did not mention [Richard]
Wurmbrand was Jewish. She was calling a few days later, asked
me to come to her house to talk about some points of the book. I
was hesitating to come because now is COVID-19 time, it might
be dangerous to visit somebody who is in age over 70. She was
really decided, “please come.” When I arrived in her house, I saw
the book was open on table full of small yellow paper notes. She
was deeply touched by the message of the stories, especially that
Wurmbrand was Jewish who was in prison because of his faith in
Christ. We started to talk about the notes she had in the book. It
was amazing to see how open and receptive she was. Since that
time, we meet every week two hours to have Bible study together. Pray for her.”
This was an account which Rev. Imre Zoldt relayed in a
newsletter detailing aspects of his ministry as pastor of the
Hungarian Reformed Church, working among the Jewish population in Budapest. Such interpersonal interactions encourage us
and we hope they encourage you as the Word of God goes forth
all around the world.

The promotion of good, godly reading materials is another
aspect of CMI’S work through HaGefen Publishing, as stated by
this summary: “We have seen a rise in the demand for our books,
possibly due to COVID-19. So far this year, we have sold some
2,300 items and have given out another 1,500 books for free. This
increase is despite the fact that there were no conferences in
Israel, and David [Zadok] did not travel abroad. Also, the sales
from our website have increased by 33% this year compared to
last year.”
The work of Grace and Truth Church (Kanot, Israel) continues
in a modified way during COVID-19. Services were broadcasted
live, initially from Rev. Zadok’s home and later from the church.
There was good interest in the services and two families and two
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individuals have sought to join the church. Children’s Sabbath
School has also recommenced over Zoom and now they have
three classes before and after worship services.
For more information about CMI or projects we support,
please find us at www.cmisrael.org. May God use us all to gather
His church, comprised of Jew and Gentile, to the glory of Jesus
Christ!

HaGefen book gift pack
HaGefen Family Worship
in Hebrew by Joel Beeke
HaGefen Reformed
Literature Hebrew

Rev Zoldt Budapest
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WORLDWIDE MISSION
Training Pastors for Africa, the Middle
East, Asia and South America
Corney Les

Several years ago, the HRC Synod decided that as a small denomination we should serve a worldwide mission by training pastors.
It was decided that by training ministers to preach and pastor in
their own languages and cultures would be where, under God’s
blessing hand, we could have the most significant global impact.
Our denominational mission therefore supports Mukhanyo
Theological College (MTC) and Dr. Brian DeVries as its principal,
as MTC is actively training pastors for southern African countries.
Recently, we expanded our outreach to provide assistance to
sound theological seminaries in Egypt, Taiwan, and Brazil as well.
In each case, the local seminary selects one of its professors that it
wishes to use in leadership to direct the seminary in the training of
pastors for churches in their respective cultures. This professor is
then sent to PRTS to obtain his PhD. Your Mission Committee is
assisting by providing the necessary support for training three
men for future seminary leadership positions back in their home
countries.
The following paragraphs provide information about each of
the three seminaries and the doctoral students being partially
supported by the HRC Mission Committee for each seminary:

Alexandria Theological College (ATC) in
Alexandria, Egypt – Sherif Fahim is the professor selected by ATC to obtain his PhD at PRTS
and return to serve in a leadership role in training pastors for Egypt and the Middle East.
Sherif Fahim was trained as an electrical
engineer at the Alexandria University, Egypt, but then God called
him to the ministry of His word. He joined the faculty at
Alexandria School of Theology in 2009 where he taught the Book
of Romans, Christology, Eschatology, the Reformed Confessions
and Theology of the Pentateuch. He has served the Sidi Beshr
Kebby Presbyterian Church in Alexandria since 2012.
Sherif is now a doctoral student in Biblical Studies at Puritan
Reformed Theological Seminary; he joined PRTS in 2017. His
research at PRTS focuses on Romans 6 and the relation between
justification and sanctification in the book of Romans.
Sherif lives in Alexandria, Egypt where he grew up, and is married to Marian and they are blessed with three daughters, Sophia,
Nelly, and Naomi. He has recently received his visa to return to
PRTS to study and hopes to be there in February 2021, D.V.
China Reformed Theological Seminary
(CRTS) in Taipei, Taiwan – The professor
selected by CRTS to obtain a PhD at PRTS and
return to play a leadership role in training pastors for China and Asia is MohHerng (Morgan)
Chee. MohHerng (Morgan) Chee studied at
China Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS), Taiwan (MDiv),
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among other schools and joined PRTS in 2016 for his doctoral
study in Historical Theology. His studies are part of the CRTS
and PRTS’s faculty-in-training program. His research interest is
the view of prophetic gifts before and after the Westminster
Assembly. Morgan pastored a church in Malaysia, and taught at
Malaysia Baptist Theological Seminary, prior to becoming a
professor at China Reformed Theological Seminary.
His greatest passion is to promote theological education in
China for the Chinese churches. Morgan and his wife Teh
Phaiksim have three children, Christopher, Nathaniel, and
Josiah. Morgan has completed his courses at PRTS and plans to
complete his dissertation in the next two years. Meanwhile, he
expects to begin teaching at CRTS by February 2021, D.V.

Martin Bucer Seminary (MBS) in Sao Paulo,
Brazil – Tiago J. Santos Filho is the professor
selected by MBS to obtain a PhD at PRTS and
return to serve in a leadership role in training
pastors for Brazil and South America.
Tiago J. Santos Filho is one of the pastors of
Grace Reformed Baptist Church in Sao Jose dos Campos, SP,
Brazil. He is also the pastoral director and professor of Christian
Ethics at Martin Bucer Seminary Brazil, as well as the editor-inchief of Fiel Ministries-- a widely known book publishing house
in Brazil for Reformation and Puritan literature. He holds a law
degree from the University of Vale do Paraíba and studied theology at the Andrew Jumper Graduate Presbyterian Center and
the Lutheran University of Brazil.
Tiago plans to pursue a PhD at PRTS once the current restrictions due to COVID-19 are lifted. His research interest is
Puritanism.
Tiago is married to Elaine and is a father of three children:
Tiago, Gabriel, and Rebeca.

We pray that our Mission assistance will help make PhD training possible for these brothers, and that our Lord Jesus Christ
will bless these men, so that they will be a blessing to the future
pastors they train, who will bless the people they serve, etc. As
Jesus blessed a few fish and loaves of bread to feed a great
multitude, so may He richly bless the teaching and leading of
these brothers as they return to their seminaries and countries.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation
of New Jersey
Digital Outreach
Andy Gruswitz

Regarding our church’s digital presence, we have had to make
some changes. During the outset of the COVID-19 outbreak,
SermonAudio had some temporary difficulty handling all the
new accounts on their platform. Our congregation still happily
uploads our sermons to this platform, but we've transitioned to
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YouTube for our livestream.
We have updated our website theme to tie in with the denominational, Hull, and Grand Rapids church logo and website.
We've made the invitation to join our ESL teachers for English
classes more central. We have also started posting Banner of
Sovereign Grace Truth and Glad Tidings articles occasionally.
Taking the cue from some of what the Grand Rapids church
has been doing, we've begun taking quotes from Sunday sermons
to post on Instagram and Facebook. Finally, we've started to post
events more frequently for more than just our annual conference,
though there are fewer events these days with the pandemic.

for ESL lessons using the Cambridge Ventures series, which
is designed for immigrants and internationals visiting
America, and Passages for the advanced classes. We also
enjoyed a time talking together over coffee and desserts
before having a simple Bible lesson. As we went through different Bible topics their attention and questions have been
encouraging. At the end of that school year, we had a picnic
with the students and our families. The affection from them
was a precious thing to see.
We as a congregation are especially thankful to the Lord
for ESL ministries because as a young man in Brazil, our
Pastor, Johnny Serafini, was helped in his English by
Christian missionaries from Britain. Please pray that we
might continue this ministry, for the time being through
Zoom meetings and soon back in person, that God’s love
might be shown to needy souls.

Kinnelon ESL Outreach
Jonathan Baker

According to the US Census, about 12% of the people living
in America were born in another country. In New Jersey it is
25%. We read in Deuteronomy 10 that God shows love to
the stranger and therefore we are commanded to “Love ye
therefore the stranger: for ye were strangers in the land of
Egypt.” Our past days of being lost and estranged from God
should spur us to love the foreign-born neighbors,
“strangers,” in our midst.
Love is practical: the Old Testament believer was to leave
parts of his field unharvested for the stranger. This kindness
in providing food would have tangibly shown a stranger
about the goodness of Israel’s God. It encouraged a willingness to hear about the true God and His mercy. In our time
and neighborhoods, what most immigrants are hungry for
is to learn English. This is a wonderful opportunity to spend
time with these neighbors and teach them not just English,
but about the true God who sent His Son to save the lost!
In the spring of 2019, we started a small in-person
English as a Second Language ministry (ESL). We received
good training from MNA ESL Ministries (for information,
contact Nancy Booher at nbooher@pcanet.org) and since
then we have had students from Poland, South Korea,
Mexico, Venezuela, Iran, Turkey, Russia, Albania, Ecuador,
Guatemala, Slovakia, Kazakhstan, Brazil and Spain. They
came to us via Nextdoor app announcements; brochures in
the neighborhood shops, supermarkets and stores; a radio
announcement and our church website.
Every Thursday from 6-8 pm we met with the students

8

Glad Tidings

APRIL 2021

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
“Here, take my lunch…”
Kevin Ash

Have you ever experienced your absolute
inability to do anything in the face of some
enormous, pressing need? Well, the disciple
Philip was confronted by just such an outsized challenge. He and Jesus and the rest of
the disciples had just climbed a mountainside in the vicinity of Bethsaida, when “a
great multitude followed [Jesus up the
mount], because they saw his miracles which he did on
them that were diseased” (John 6:2).
Christ climbed this mountain-pulpit to have a better site
for instructing the needy crowd. In John 6 we read that this
was a more welcoming place, something of an oasis in the
neighboring dryness, because there was an abundance of
grass found there. Jesus seated Himself with His disciples
around Him, and, from that elevated vantage point, together they observed the crowd ascending to surround Him.

While they watch that crowd drawing nearer, Jesus
redeems the time and teaches His disciples as He has done
in an earlier, but similar, situation at the community well
outside of the city of Jericho. There Jesus had also seen an
approaching crowd and said to His disciples, “My meat is to
do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work. Say
not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest?
behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the
fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:34-35).
Yet here near Bethsaida, we read that, “when Jesus … lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he
saith [specifically] unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread,
that these may eat? And this he said to prove him…”
Perhaps part of the reason Jesus singles out Philip arises
from the fact that Philip was originally from Bethsaida and
should therefore be better acquainted with the area’s
resources. More pointedly, as Matthew Henry states, (since
Jesus already knew what He would do), “When Christ is
pleased to puzzle his people, it is only with a design to prove
them.”
The Rabboni lets His pupil Philip wrestle with the question and the logistics of feeding a crowd well over 5,000 in
number. Philip’s mind quickly quails over the math of the
situation and he replies, “Two hundred [denarii] is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little.” It
seems that the other disciples hear this exchange as well,
and, while Judas must have clutched the money bag a little
tighter, Andrew proffers, “There is a lad here, which hath
five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they
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among so many?”
No doubt this lad (or more precisely “little lad” from the
original Greek paidarion) had somehow wormed his way to
the front of the encircling crowd as small boys can so easily do. It is not hard to visualize this. Whenever a crowd
coalesces around a famous person, that person is at the
center point of the circle and there is usually a small
respectful opening in the crowd around them. Here, all
eyes are upon the Lamb of God, and this boy apparently
hangs on the edge of the inner circle where he overhears
the predicament of the disciples.
Remarkably, this little boy seems to see far beyond the
impossibility of the situation and instead rests in the power
of the One whose miracles he has been witnessing. “The
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is
preached.” Like Naaman’s little maid generations before
him, he too saw the power of the Almighty and did not
stumble in the face of overwhelming need. Instead, he
immediately considers what resources he has available,
and then unabashedly offers his peasant’s barley bread to
the King of Kings. In this boy “there was a readiness to
will, so there [was] a performance also out of that which
[he had]. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted
according to that a man [or woman or girl or boy] hath, and
not according to that he hath not” (2 Cor 8:11-12).
Compared to this child’s faith, the disciples fail to see
the Almighty God who is in their midst. Having witnessed
the debut miracle of Christ at the wedding in Cana of
Galilee, namely transforming the common water into the
connoisseur’s wine, it seems the disciples’ “eyes were
holden” so that they do not make any connection from that
miracle to the divine bakery of God. They have forgotten
the testimony of the Baal-shalisha barley bread in the
hands of the prophet Elisha who, in his double-portioned
ministry, was also a type of Christ. (See 2 Kings 4:42-44,
and 2 Kings 2:9.) Now the very Bread of Life, who daily
supplied manna to the entire nation of Israel in the wilderness, poses His question to Philip, while they and the rest
of the disciples view the hungry, needy crowd. Matthew
Henry comments: “See the weakness of Philip’s faith, that
in this strait, as if the Master of the family had been an ordinary person, he looked for supply only in an ordinary way.
Christ might now have said to him, as he did afterwards,
Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known
me Philip? Or, as God to Moses in a like case [said], Is the
Lord’s hand waxen short? We are apt thus to distrust God’s
power when visible and ordinary means fail, that is, to
trust him no further than we can see him.”
And this brings the finger round to point at us all. In
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light of the challenges that we often face in evangelical outreach, when we are surrounded by pressing need beyond
our ability, do we miss the fact that the Bread of Life is also
still in our midst? Do we spend our time ciphering and calculating, trying to determine how we could possibly meet
the pressing need at hand? Or do we instead willingly offer
our limited resources and abilities, looking beyond these
“five loaves and two fishes” to the Giver of “every good gift
and every perfect gift” for “grace to help in time of need?”
(James 1:17; Heb. 4:16). Rather than harshly judging the disciples, we should consider our own proclivity to being
sense-bound and Source-blind, and, in our outreach challenges and trials, join them in prayer as they ask, “Lord,
increase our faith.” Then, perhaps we too could offer the
seemingly small gifts, talents, and resources that we have
been given, and follow in the big footsteps of that little lad,
who in the hour of need on Bethsaida’s mount effectively
said, “Here, Master, take my lunch and feed the five thousand…”

Heritage Reformed Church Plant,
Tillsonburg, Ontario
Raymond Roth

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, the great King of
His church.
Several years ago, the consistory of the Burgessville Heritage
Reformed Church was faced with a good challenge: the congregation was outgrowing the facility. After a season of prayer,
deliberation and intentional strengthening of the congregation,
the decision was made to plant a new church rather than enlarge
the building. This was done not merely out of expediency, but
also in the firm belief that obedience to the great commission,
amongst other things, entails planting local churches; it is
through the ministry of local churches that the Kingdom of God
comes. There were also members of the Burgessville HRC who
felt called to share the gospel in a new community by means of
church planting.
A study was done to determine an optimal location. Factors
considered were the geographical location of the members
interested in giving themselves to the church plant, the existence
or lack thereof of sound, Bible-believing churches in the surrounding communities, as well as the location of concentrated
population centres. These factors led to Tillsonburg being chosen.
Tillsonburg is a growing town of about 16,000 souls. There is
another soundly Reformed church in town, the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian church. However, the population size
warrants another church, and our goal is to eventually settle in a
different part of town.
The church plant has been meeting since September 2019. Our
first 1½ years have not been ideal times in many ways for us,
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given all of the circumstances surrounding COVID-19. We’ve been
shuffled from venue to venue 4 times in 16 months, and our current location will not be our last! This has made us realize more
than ever that the church is not a building but a body, the body of
Christ.
Despite the challenges, we have many reasons for gratitude to
God. During the times we have been able to meet in person, we
have continued to have a steady attendance of a little over 100
people. We have visiting pastors filling the pulpit about 50% of the
time, with the other half being our Burgessville HRC pastors.
Some men of the congregation have been studying the book 9
Marks of a Healthy Church by Mark Dever, in order to help us be
equipped to be spiritual leaders in the home and in the church,
and explore what a healthy biblical church looks like. We’ve also
begun Sunday school and catechism classes for the youth of the
church plant. During the times we have not been able to gather inperson, we have organized weekly video meetings with the
church plant families for a time of fellowship, sharing and prayer.
Several church plant members with a passion to reach out to
the needy in the community began an outreach program named In
the Light. This ministry involves providing a weekly meal and
sharing the gospel with needy members of the community.
Attendance varies between 15 and up to 40 people. Thankfully
this outreach has continued nearly uninterruptedly during
COVID-19. Other local Reformed churches are also involved.
We’ve also had several other opportunities to serve our
Tillsonburg community and try to be a witness. We pray God will
bring many to a saving knowledge of Him.
This past December, Pastor Lipsy led an evening of instruction
on the biblical qualifications of office bearers for the church members. This was done in preparation for becoming an independent
HRC congregation. The Burgessville consistory has deemed it
time for the church plant to be organized and self-governing. At
the time of writing, we have just gathered for a membership meeting to vote for a consistory of 4 elders and 2 deacons, following
which we will have a special service where the office-bearers will
be installed, and the church formally instituted, all the Lord
willing.
Almost a century ago, J. Gresham Machen answered the
question, “What is the mission of the church in this world?” in this
way:
The responsibility of the church in the new age is the same
as its responsibility in every age. It is to testify that this
world is lost in sin; that the span of human life – no, all the
length of human history – is an infinitesimal island in the
awful depths of eternity; that there is a mysterious, holy,
living God, Creator of all, Upholder of all, infinitely
beyond all; that he has revealed himself tous in his Word
and offered us communion with himself through Jesus
Christ the Lord; that there is no other salvation, for individuals or for nations, save this, but that this salvation is
full and free, and that whoever possesses it has for himself
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and for all others to whom hemay be the instrument of
bringing it a treasure comparedwith which all the kingdoms of the earth – no, all the wonders of the starry
heavens – are as the dust of the street.
An unpopular message it is – an impractical message,
we are told. But it is the message of the Christian church.
This is the message we desire to proclaim and bear witness to in
Tillsonburg.
We thank you for your interest in this initiative and we covet
your prayers, especially that people from the community will be
drawn to the church and ultimately to the Christ of the church.
Pray also that before long we will have our own pastor to teach
and lead us. May God bless this endeavor, for the good of His
church, the salvation of sinners, the edification of His people, and
the glory of His name.

2020 Christmas Program
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In the Light
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Erin Willis

Swift and Beautiful: The Amazing Stories of Faithful Missionaries
David B. Calhoun
In his Spiritual Unfolding of Bishop H. C. G. Moule, John
Baird wrote, ‘No course of reading is more establishing
than that of Christian biography — the battle story of
those who in the conflict of earth have been great in the
life of God.’ Swift and Beautiful tells the amazing stories
of a dozen men and women who at great cost gave their
lives to take the gospel of God’s grace to those who had not heard it.
Some of these faithful missionaries are well-known, others almost
forgotten, but all are ‘great in the life of God.’
(Banner of Truth, PB, 240 pgs.)$12.00|$9.00

Jesus the Evangelist: Learning to Share the Gospel from the Book of John
Richard D. Phillips
Rev. Richard D. Phillips digs into the early chapters of the
Gospel of John to discover principles you can use for
Christian outreach that were modeled by witnesses for
Jesus and by Jesus Himself. Phillips unfolds biblical principles for evangelism by examining the ministry of John
the Baptist and the calling of the first of Jesus’ disciples.
Then, through a brief study of the Lord’s encounter with the Pharisee
Nicodemus, he presents us with a theology of the gospel. Finally, he
focuses on Jesus’ stirring encounter with the Samaritan woman to show
exactly how Christ shared the good news. Phillips clear and concise handling of these key stories will both motivate and instruct you in your
witness on behalf of Christ. An appendix looks at the relationship
between God’s sovereignty and evangelism.
(Reformation Trust, HC, 195 pgs.)$19.00|$10.00

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Story for the Youth – Seeing Paul's Mark of Baptism

Paul was walking home with several other boys who lived in his
neighborhood. They had been playing soccer on the school
playground.
As they were walking and talking, one of the older boys named
Tom said, "Hey! I know what we should do!'
"What?" asked the others.
"Up ahead," Tom continued, "is old lady Smithers' house. You
know how she yelled at us for running across her lawn, right? Well,
I have a perfect plan!"
The other boys listened as Tom told his plan. "We'll wait for
about 20 minutes, and then it will be dark. You know she has a lot
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of tomato plants in her back garden, right? We can sneak across her
fence and each grab 3 or 4 tomatoes. Then we'll come back around to
the front of her house and plaster the front of her house with all the
tomatoes at the same time!"
The other boys laughed at the thought. They were excited about
Tom's plan. Paul, however, did not laugh or say anything. Paul was
baptized and went to church. His conscience spoke up immediately.
He knew this plan was clearly wrong and mean.
Tom noticed that Paul was not laughing like the others. "What's
the matter, Paul?" he asked, "Are you scared?" The other boys all
laughed again.
"No," Paul answered, "I'm not scared, but I'm not going to do that.
Mrs. Smithers worked hard to grow her tomatoes, and who will clean
up the mess for her? It's just plain mean to do that."
As he turned away and started walking home, the other boys kept
laughing and calling out behind him, "Good-bye, good boy!" "Don't
do anything mean now!" "Behave nicely for Mommy!" Paul tried to
ignore all the comments and laughter, but they hurt to hear.
When he entered his bedroom, he opened his Bible to Matthew 5
and started reading. He soon came to verses 11 and 12. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for My sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great
is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were
before you.
These verses comforted him. He knew he had done the right
thing. God would make all things well.
Paul is responsible to God for his baptism. Could his mark of
baptism be seen clearly in this story? Can your mark of baptism be
seen clearly by your friends?
Taken from Bible Doctrine for Younger Children, Book B by James W. Beeke.
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MISSION FINANCES

Rob Koppert and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission:
Through this pandemic we must confess we have been blessed with generous
donations. We thank the Lord above all for inclining hearts and as well we thank all of
our donors for their generous contributions. We are up to date with all of our
commitments!
We ask that you continue to remember the Mission Committee and all the many
pastors/mission endeavours we support: Dr. DeVries, Mukhanyo College, several
international theological students and lecturers, and Sumba Mission/Orphanage, to
mention a few. We covet your prayers and support for these worthy causes.
We ask your prayers for the Mission Committee as we search out opportunities to
fulfill our mandate in spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour.

Special request:
On behalf of the Domestic Outreach Committee (DOC) we ask that you remember this
cause in your giving. We are currently being asked to support pulpit supply for the
Plymouth Wisconsin Congregation (Pastor Fintelman), the Harrison Arkansas
Congregation (Pastor Klaver) and potentially the newly formed Tillsonburg Ontario
Congregation. We have been running critically low on funds in the past months and
are in need of increased donations to assist with the current needs of these congregations. We do thank the Lord who inclined hearts for all the past support and we ask if
you are able and the Lord inclines your heart, that you would continue or begin your
support for this worthy effort.
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Please find attached the financial statements for the Mission Committee and the
Domestic Outreach Committee.

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Bernie Pennings Birthday – April 3
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Dr. Brian and Lanae DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Bernie & Ina Pennings Anniversary – May 6
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24
• Daniel Pennings Birthday – June 21

CONTACT INFORMATION

DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179

Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980

Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
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PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

y
l
o

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
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Seeking the Lost

Seeking the lost, yes, kindly entreating
Wanderers on the mountain astray;
Come unto Me, His message repeating,
Words of the Master speaking today.

Seeking the lost and pointing to Jesus
Souls that are weak and hearts that are sore,
Leading them forth in ways of salvation,
Showing the path to life evermore.
Thus would I go on missions of mercy,
Following Christ from day unto day,
Cheering the faint and raising the fallen,
Pointing the lost to Jesus, the Way.

Going afar
Upon the mountain
Bringing the wanderer back again, back again,
Into the fold
Of my Redeemer
Jesus the Lamb for sinners slain, for sinners slain.
William A. Ogden
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