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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Snack time at the Children’s Home in Sumba, Indonesia
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MEDITATION
The Hope that Is in You
Rev. Johnny Serafini
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be
ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear: 1 Peter 3:15

Hope is a precious virtue which is rarely to
be found in the hearts of men and women
of today. In a world that is becoming
increasingly secular, humanistic rationalism has no hope to offer. The political landscape does not
seem promising in offering true hope. People have gravitated to relationships and experiences in order to seek after
some semblance of hope, and when it is shattered, so are
their hearts.
Meanwhile, the church basks in hope – or should. We
have, in our possession, in the Word of God, and from our
pulpits, the only message that gives hope. We open the
Scriptures and they are replete with soul-satisfying and
God-glorifying hope – all because of the hope to be found in
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Because Jesus came to the world, there is hope: a hope
that cleanses the past, gives joy to the present and peace for
the future! The secular mind reduces hope to a mere wish:
the hope of finding a good job, the hope of being healed, of
getting married or having children. When we speak of
Biblical hope, we are speaking of a permanent and abiding
hope, the hope of heaven and eternal life and of glorification
and eternal communion with God. Only Christ can
communicate this hope to you and me.
Sin is the one ingredient in life which, if left unforgiven,
shall leave the heart devoid of hope. So long as sin is present
and you serve it as your master, so long as the soul is found
without pardon for being without Christ, your soul shall
never know hope. You must first have this hope, in order to
give the reason for it. And when the reason is to be
expressed, be certain to give all the glory to your Master. If
you are a true believer, the Lord Jesus found you, as the
good shepherd finds the sheep, and gave His life for you, as
a good shepherd gives his life for the sheep. The Spirit gave
you life, and with it also faith and repentance. With this
heavenly gift you have believed and turned to Jesus – now
you are saved, you have hope. And… now you may share it.
And when you do, do it with meekness, with fear and with
a good conscience, as Peter says in 1 Peter 3:15-16. Why is
there a need of meekness or gentleness when sharing our
hope? Because we can easily do it with arrogance and
abruptness. Once we are saved, we forget the state of
blindness we once were in, and we can very easily become
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insolent, impatient and insensitive to those who are still in
the state of unbelief. Especially in a time of persecution,
which is the context in which Peter wrote, our gentleness
can greatly contrast the anger and violence in human hearts,
giving a bright evidence of the transforming power of our
hope.
And why would we need fear? Fear means honor and
reverence. If God is whom we must fear, why a demeanor of
fear when sharing our hope? We must always remember, as
we share our hope with unbelievers, that we are dealing
with spiritual things and eternal consequences. If that
individual were to die in that state, he would be in the grips
of death and hell forever. As we share the Gospel and the
sincere hope we have, we must communicate something of
the gravity and danger that the person to whom we speak is
in. He does not know it, but you do! You, who have hope,
are speaking to one who doesn’t. And because he doesn’t,
he stands in the peril of eternal perdition. Your fear of God,
before one who is without hope, bids you to give the reason
of your hope with fear. God calls you to weep if the lost
sinner doesn’t!
Evangelicalism has greatly failed in this very point: in its
endless jokes about hell, billboards mocking unbelievers,
silly church signs, and the syncretism that has engulfed
many churches, where services are akin to concerts and
where entertainment is obviously the goal, hell has lost its
credibility. The message sent by many is that there cannot
possibly truly exist an eternal hell. Could hell really exist if
those who know the way to heaven celebrate, while on
earth, as they do? Seemingly uncaring, not fearing, not
reverencing the reality of the eternal condition of the lost?
This is not a call for a morose Christianity, but for a
sincere and loving one. We are to be as those who
communicate the truth about Christ, but also the truth about
men and women without Christ. If the danger of hell is
imminent, there should be something about our demeanor
that says it is true. We should care and therefore be meek.
We should be in awe of this reality and therefore fear.
Lastly, Peter adds that we are to speak of our hope
“having a good conscience”, and he references our “good
conversation in Christ.” If we obey the first two directives,
it will give us a measure of good conscience, but there is
more. Sins forgiven and holiness in life give us good
consciences. This will have a powerful effect as we share our
faith. We will share about our hope, with lives that
communicate hope. There are many believers who like to
evangelize, but their walk with the Lord is in serious
disarray. What hope can there be in a religion that has no
power over sin? When transformed lives speak of the hope
they have, not only does the message become more credible,
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but it exudes the hope that the Gospel indeed has
transforming power!
May the Lord help each one of us, first and foremost,
that we may truly have this hope as our own, without fail,
and that we would speak about it with a gentle heart, with
a reverent demeanor and with a holy walk, trusting that the
Lord may be pleased to give this same hope to our hearers.

EDITORIAL
Following God’s Leading:
New Mission Opportunities
James Beeke
“And the LORD went before them by day in a
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go
by day and night”(Exodus 13:21).
Imagine how comforting it must have been
to the Israelites to see the pillar of the cloud
and fire! Are you nervous when approaching a totally new experience? Think of entering the
wilderness and travelling with all your children, animals
and possessions to an unseen land to live there!
A “pillar” is an object of strength. The cloud provided
shade by day and the fire gave light by night. What a wonderfully strong sense of God’s leading, care and protection
the pillar of cloud and fire provided 24/7 for Israel!
It was customary for the chief of a nomadic tribe to thrust
his spear down into the sand as a signal to stop and pitch
his tent at that location. The entire tribe then pitched their
tents around his, with the chief in the center. When the chief
raised his spear high this signalled that all should
dismantle their tents and pack for moving. All would then
follow the chief as they journeyed forward. God gloriously
displayed His kingship in this way to Israel as they
travelled in the wilderness. When the cloud descended,
there they pitched God’s tabernacle (in Hebrew “tent”) in
the center of the camp with three tribes camping on each of
its four sides (Num. 2). And when the cloud lifted, Israel
dismantled their tents and journeyed forward following the
cloud. God faithfully led, cared for, and protected His
people in this way for forty years in the wilderness (Ex.
40:36-38).
As Mission Committee, we are also seeking God’s leading
and guidance as we pursue new possibilities. Some years
ago, our Synod made a decision that, as a small denomination, we would focus our foreign mission efforts on training
local pastors to help equip them, by God’s grace, to preach
and pastor upon a sound understanding of the truths of the
Word of God. Mukhanyo Theological College functions
according to this model. Its three campuses and distance
2

education program are now providing sound biblical and
doctrinal instruction to hundreds of pastors and teachers.
God has greatly blessed this ministry under Dr. Brian
DeVries’ and the Mukhanyo Board’s leadership and expanded it both in quality and numbers. As you know, we (HRC)
have provided and funded both Dr. DeVries and Dr. Miskin
as pastors on loan to Mukhanyo for several years. With Dr.
Miskin’s retirement, as HRC Mission Committee, we have
been praying, seeking and discussing how and where to
proceed. We, too, are looking to the Lord’s pillar of cloud and
fire to guide us as we embark on this new journey. Please
pray with us.
As Mission Committee, we are proceeding with the
following three new steps:
• We will provide funding to the Mukhanyo Theological
College Board, to enable Dr. DeVries to interview and
hire an additional full-time lecturer from South Africa,
one who shares our love for sound, Reformed,
experiential, discriminating preaching. This funding
will be in addition to our financing of Dr. DeVries as
principal and lecturer at Mukhanyo.
• We plan to explore options for assisting China
Reformed Theological Seminary (CRTS) in Taipei,
Taiwan. Dr. Adriaan Neele from PRTS plans to teach a
course at CRTS in April 2019, D.V. Mr. Corney Les, as
HRC Mission Committee member, will accompany Dr.
Neele to investigate possibilities of working together
with CRTS and to report back to our Committee.
• We also intend to explore options for working with
Martin Bucer Seminary (MBS) in Sao Paulo, Brazil. We
will fund Pastor Serafini’s trip in August 2019, D.V, to
teach a course at MBS. We plan that a Mission
Committee member will accompany Pastor Serafini to
investigate possibilities of working together with MBS
and to report back to our Committee.
Mr Scott VanGrouw and I plan to travel to South Africa in
May 2019, the Lord willing, on behalf of our Mission
Committee, to visit our missionary and mission work there,
but also attend Mukhanyo Theological College’s 25-Year
Anniversary events and its AGM.
As your Mission Committee seeks the Lord’s guidance, to
follow His cloud of leading, please remember us in your
prayers and with your financial support. May all serve to
promote God’s glory and the extension of His kingdom.
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MISSION UPDATES
INDONESIA – Experience in Sumba
Bernie Pennings
In 1996 Mr. Sommer went to Bali at the invitation of the
chairman of the NRC Dutch Mission Board. Providentially,
Dr. Alex Pakahila took Mr. Sommer to Sumba and the need
for good drinking water was impressed on him. When asked
if Mr. Sommer could drill a well for the people there, the
request was brought back home and the HRC disaster fund
willingly helped, providing funds to make a supply of good
water a reality.
The Sommers left for Indonesia on August 9, 1999 with
the goal of drilling a well for the people in the TanaMbanas
area. The initial plan was that after two years or so they
would return to Canada to pick up where they had left off.
The Sommers soon came face to face with the reality that
good water was not the only need in this far-away island of
Sumba. The Sommers could not neglect malnourished and
ill children. Providing much-needed care did not come easily as there were many cultural practices and superstitions to
overcome just to provide basic care. Many children did not
receive the required attention and did indeed die. The Lord
however had His plans, and at the end of two years the
Sommers had eight children in their home to care for. How
could they go back to Canada and leave these children to
suffer and possibly die?
Through a generous gift from Canada, the first part of the
children’s home was opened on February 4, 2002. In 2006 a
generous donation from Holland provided the means by
which the home, as it is today, could be completed, capable
of housing at least 100 persons.
Education is a very important component in raising children. With the less-than-adequate public education system
on the island, the mission began teaching the children of the
home in 2006. By 2008 permission was given by the governor to build their own school on the premises. In the beginning, only the children from the home attended the school.
However in the last number of years, with co-operation of
the regional education department, children from the village
and surrounding area now attend as well.
Even though the establishment of such a mission takes
much energy, sweat and tears, the Sommers were deeply
concerned that care for the physical well-being of those they
helped was not enough. The children in the home, as well as
those in the community, needed to be right with God. For
this reason, early on, Mr. Sommer became involved with the
two neighboring churches that were present at that time in
the district. The church buildings were in no better shape
than a chicken coop. A new and larger church was built on
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an existing site and the other church was remodeled. Since
then five more churches have been added in the surrounding area. Mr. Sommer spoke an edifying word on Sundays
in these churches as enabled.
The spiritual guidance of the home was the number one
priority from the very start. All meals begin with prayer and
end with devotions and thanksgiving. There are Bible
studies, Sunday school lessons, catechism classes, Sunday
evening worship for both the home and those from the
village, regular singing, and Scripture memorization.
Taking a moment to reflect on the development of this
mission effort, we see how the Lord directed and used His
people to accomplish His mission work. The Sommers were
obedient to the call they received to go and help the
Sumbanese by literally providing a “cup of water” in the
Lord’s Name. He used the Sommers to build up this mission field by caring for the children and providing spiritual
guidance by means of proclaiming the Word of God both in
visible and verbal ways. The Sommers would be quick to
point out this was not their work but the Lord’s work. We
are deeply grateful that the Lord has used the Sommers as
His instruments to do His work and that they, by God’s
grace, were obedient to the call to go to Sumba. Although
there were many times the Sommers did not know where
the next resource would come from, what to do next, or
how to handle the latest challenge, the Lord always
provided. Blessed be the name of the Lord!
Once again, Mr. and Mrs. Sommer, a very hearty “Thank
you” for serving the Lord by providing natural water and
bringing the water of life to the Sumbanese people in
TanaMbanas.

Glad Tidings

Mr. Bill and Mrs. Marion Sommer
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Moving forward
In the summer of 2015, Mr. Sommer approached the
Burgessville consistory to help make a transition. Mr.
Sommer indicated that should someone be found to take
over his work, he would like to come home. In October of
the same year the Sumba Mission Board was established.
Since then, the Board has met many times to try to
determine what would be needed to move the Sumba
mission forward, in dependence on the Lord. Project
consultations were initiated, individuals were interviewed,
various options were considered; yet in the end the Board
clearly saw the Lord’s guidance and leading to conclusions
they had not anticipated. The ways of the Lord are far above
our own. The present desire is not only to try to continue the
work that has thus far been established but to see, if possible, the Word of God spread further in the community and
throughout the whole island of Sumba and beyond.
One may well ask the question, “Is it not better to
concentrate on keeping the present mission going and then
consider expanding?” Probing deeper however, can the true
relief and care of children be separated from the spreading
of God’s Word which alone can change the community and
society which those in the home will eventually re-enter?
Only God’s Word, blessed by His Spirit, can overturn the
anti-biblical practices of the local culture that the Sommers
so often warned the people about.
Much has changed in the 20 years since the Sommers
began the work. The government has introduced laws and
incentives to encourage better care of children by their families. The work of the mission has, over time, been embraced
and is now considered a model in how to care for others.
Such changes do not happen overnight, yet looking back,
we are amazed at what the Lord has done in twenty years.
How then do we move forward? In all of life’s situations,
advancement is embracing what has been learned and using
this knowledge to direct our lives and that of others. It is
therefore of utmost importance that the lessons learned are
put to positive use, informed by Scripture.
The Sumba Mission Board has asked Mr. Bernie and Mrs.
Ina Pennings to help transition the Sumba project from
where it is today to a fully indigenous mission. This will
involve much teaching, coaching, supporting and mentoring of individuals both currently in leadership and those
with potential. We would like, under the Lord’s leading, to
instruct not only present mission personnel but extend it to
the local churches and beyond by networking with others
rooted in sound Biblical principles. Mr. Pennings has many
years of involvement in relief, development, and mission
work in a variety of countries as well as training in Servant
Leadership as applied to developing cultural settings.
4

Transitioning projects is not easy and is not accomplished
in a short time. Let us not despair of God’s blessing but
instead commend this work to God in prayer. The Lord
works in wondrous ways and may it be that the work begun
by providing a cup of water may become a lamp unto the
feet of the Sumbanese people and a light unto their path.
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation of New
Jersey, Kinnelon, New Jersey
Andrew Gruswitz
“And Jesus came and spake unto them [the
eleven disciples], saying, All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” ~
Matthew 28:18-20

Game time

Christians do not take on this task as a work to earn God’s
favor. Sharing the gospel should not even be seen as a grievous duty but something we cannot resist to do: out of the
gratitude in our hearts for what we already possess in
Christ, and out of urgency, seeing the desperate state of the
lost souls. God used people to bring us to Himself, and we
have the unspeakable privilege to be used of God in the
same way for the church and the broader community He
has placed us in. In the passage above we are taught that the
fulfillment of the great commission includes teaching, baptizing and discipleship that leads to greater obedience; it
concludes with an encouragement of Christ’s presence as
we do these things. We can plant and water, but it is His
presence that gives the increase. Still, these are marks the
church should look for in itself to know we are being
obedient to the great commission.
We have been deeply encouraged in New Jersey at recent
developments that show a growth in our congregation on a
corporate and individual level. Our heart for evangelism
grows through meditation on and the preaching of God’s
word, and we are breaking new ground as a church family
that is as much a blessing to ourselves as it is for the people
we are seeking to serve and reach with the gospel.

Bernie, Ina and Daniel Pennings

English as a Second Language (ESL) Classes
Our congregation has just hosted our first ESL class,
bringing in seven students from the local area, a majority of
whom have almost no knowledge of English. This first day
was months in the making. A few in our congregation got
certified as ESL teachers, and several meetings helped us
plan different aspects of the ministry. We pursued multiple
means of getting the word out to the local community, and
told other local churches about the upcoming classes. Most
effectually, some of us went with hundreds of brochures to
dozens of businesses in the neighborhood that seemed likely to have employees or patrons who could use help with

Daniel walking with the children to church
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their English, such as dry cleaners, home or office cleaners,
laundromats, nail salons, massage spas, diners, restaurants,
grocery stores, liquor stores, senior homes, construction
and landscaping companies, painters, hotels, motels, flooring installers, etc. The process of distributing brochures was
a blessed opportunity for outreach in itself. Pastor Serafini
was distributing brochures one day and ended up in a two
hour conversation in Portuguese with a worker at a local
laundromat. We are so grateful for the prayers that were
poured over this ministry, the faithful God who heard them
and brought these neighbors into our doors, and for all
those who will come in future weeks, as we already know
of a few who would also like to come, and some who came
mentioned others they would like to bring.
During our first day of classes, we spent the first half
assessing the English proficiency of our guests, who spoke
Spanish, Polish, Albanian, and Arabic. After snacks we
spent the second half in group conversation practicing colors, numbers, and body parts in English. Everyone seemed
to enjoy themselves, and we wrapped up the evening with
the pledge of allegiance and singing “God Bless America”.
We are so excited for the ample opportunities this ministry
will provide to share the gospel with these dear neighbors.
It is a big commitment and undertaking. Two hours of
classes once a week, plus planning and shopping for materials is a bigger time commitment than previous outreach
ministries we’ve attempted. But the load seems so much
lighter as we look around at the grateful new faces, each
representing an individual reason to press on with the
evangelistic aim of our ministry.

come baskets. Care packages have been assembled for new
residents of our town that consist of a wire basket carrying
mugs, coffee, tea, biscotti, honey sticks, a magnet with our
church’s info, a copy of the Gospel of John, and a handwritten note. We use the website Zillow to find a list of homes
sold in the last few months, and the plan is to take these baskets to each of the homes in this list by hand and pray for an
opportunity to begin a conversation with them that could
turn into a longer term relationship. We pray that they will
perceive our interest in them and their souls, and be led by
the Spirit to come on a Sunday and hear the word of God
preached and begin a deeper relationship with God’s people.

Neighborhood Welcoming Kit

ESL brochure
Welcome Baskets
Another means of reaching out to the local community
with the gospel that is about to launch at our church is wel6

Conferences
Our annual Reformed Heritage Conference is in its fifth
consecutive year. Our Evangelism Committee has handled
the planning and coordinating of each conference, but we
owe so much to the many in our congregation who make it
possible, including those that prepare the lunch all attendees
enjoy together on one day of the conference, those that help
with the nursery, those who record the topics, and the many
hands that make light work of the setup and cleanup. Our
speakers come from far and wide and have helped us to dive
deep into the year’s selected topic. We have seen many visitors come through our doors through these events, such as
Dr. David Murray, Dr. Ian Hamilton, Rev. Jerrold Lewis, Rev.
Brian Vos, Rev. Paul Murphy, and Rev. Ian Macleod. This
year, we look forward to welcoming Dr. Joel Beeke and Dr.
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Gabriel Fluhrer to speak on “Reaching the World for
Christ”. If you can’t make it to the conference in person, we
welcome you to tune in live or listen afterwards through
our website. Our conference will take place on September 13
and 14, 2019. More details and a registration form will
appear soon on our website.

Lunch we served as part of a two day conference.

Our speakers, Pastor Brian Vos and Pastor Jerrold Lewis

Online Outreach
One means of outreach which we have seen to be fruitful is online outreach, primarily through having an
increasingly evangelistic website, but also in efforts that
help to make our website show up higher in Google search
results. There are many free ways to boost our “search
ranking”, and many we have yet to try, but we have
already seen results for our efforts. This past year we even
baptized a family into our congregation who say they
found us through a Google search, and we know that in
years past we have not been as visible there. It is a unique
form of outreach because in this case, the main audience
we are seeking is literally in the act of looking for us. We
appreciate your prayers for this and all of our outreach
efforts.

The fellowship meal in between sessions
APRIL 2019
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Outreach Planning Night
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Kevin Ash, Chairman
The Good Shepherd Leads
John 10:1-18, 26-30
Our Lord Jesus Christ used many
illustrations during His teaching ministry
here on earth. These can be a source of
great encouragement to us when we are
involved in different ministries and called to be “labourers
together with God” (1 Cor. 3:9). As one example, in John 10,
Jesus points the listening crowds and us to the biblically
familiar image of a shepherd caring for his sheep.
To begin, Jesus contrasts how others have come and tried
to lead the sheep away and astray. These, however, were
only thieves and robbers not sent by Him, and the sheep do
not hearken to their voices. When the true Shepherd comes,
His sheep recognize His voice and the authority in it. Jesus
calls them by name, because “I am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine” (John 10:14). We
look and pray for the same to occur in all our mission
endeavors: we want everyone we interact with to hear the
Good Shepherd’s voice and, in hearing, to follow Him.
In this passage Jesus also speaks of the hireling, who
works only for payment and personal reward. Such may
even abuse the flock and take from it for their own
enrichment. When wolfish troubles come, the hireling
abandons the sheep and flees because he is a hireling and
“careth not for the sheep.” He has zero love for the sheep.
In our mission efforts, however, we are not to be as such
hirelings. Instead, we are to be as one of Christ’s “helps” (1
Cor 12:28). We are to be committed to the loving care and
service of the sheep that Christ the Good Shepherd is
calling to Himself through our mission efforts. In this,
Christ indeed is our example with regards to the extremity
of love. The Good Shepherd displays a boundless love for
His sheep – a love that reaches beyond words into selfsacrificial deeds! “I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep” (John 10:11). And this
gives us insight into the very heart of God for “hereby
perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”
(1 John 3:16).
This is the highest call to service extended to all that
belong to the sheepfold of Christ. We are to lay down our
lives for the welfare of other sheep, whether they be in our
own immediate flock, or in the circles of one of our mission
outreaches. We are to give selflessly of our time, talents,
possessions, of ourselves, and of our love. God calls us to
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this same thing through Paul: “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). And in this we are to
remember that, though we may be called upon to participate
in mission outreach work to others, at the same time we
remain only sheep ourselves.
Following the Good Shepherd in mission work then will
be extremely demanding and challenging. The sheep do not
always know the paths or the destinations to which the
Shepherd leads. When they are led, sheep can generate a lot
of noise, jostle one another, and create billowing clouds of
dust as they follow their Shepherd. As a result, they may
only be able to catch brief glimpses of the Good Shepherd as
He goes before them. Regardless of such distractions, over
all the commotion, the sheep will hear His voice and follow
Him because of who He is. As sheep they are simply to
follow the Shepherd by faith wherever He leads. For us then,
in mission outreach efforts, this may be through difficult
ways that are not always in keeping with what we anticipate
or desire. There will be the rising dust of sinners working
with sinners. There will be the occasional jostling of one
another as we strive to follow and focus on Christ. Perhaps
there will even be times when we must lament
circumstances, and at the same time balance those laments
with encouragement in the Good Shepherd, just as we read:
“We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken;
cast down, but not destroyed” (2 Cor 4:8-9).
Still, the Good Shepherd never sends His sheep forth,
even in mission work, where He does not precede them. This
truth is clearly conveyed in Christ’s Great Commission:
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Amen” (Matt. 28:18-20). Let us then go forth with
confidence, knowing that He is leading us as a flock and also
calling other sheep, “which are not of this fold: them also
must I bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be
one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10:16).

Glad Tidings

The Good Shepherd displays a boundless love
for His sheep – a love that reaches beyond
words into self-sacrificial deeds!
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OUTREACH REPORT
Heritage Reformed Church of Plymouth,
Wisconsin – The Grandest Building Project
Pastor Michael Fintelman

A personal question
After Jesus asks His small band of followers what others are saying about Him, He gets very personal. “Whom do
you [personally] say that I am?” (v. 15). As Jesus builds His
spiritual Church He presses us for a response to His divinity and His Being. It is not enough for us to generally
acknowledge that God exists somehow, somewhere out
there. When the Gospel of Christ is faithfully proclaimed
this question is pressed upon the conscience: Who is Jesus
Christ? What do you personally think of Him? What is
your personal relationship with Him? Jesus asks that question to His disciples and us to expose (to us) what is deep
within our hearts. He breaks through our crusty exterior
and digs down deeply as He builds. Many people don’t
like this work of the Gospel precisely because it exposes us
so personally. However, just like an excavator digs deeply
into the soil at a building project, so Christ’s inquiring
words dig deeply into our soul as He builds His Church.

The Reformed Church of Plymouth remains a small witness
for Christ in Southeastern Wisconsin. The Lord continues to
mercifully uphold us throughout each passing year. As we
seek to grow personally and reach out to others, the words
of Jesus Christ from Luke 12:32 have been an ongoing source
of strength. “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Recently, I preached
from the well-known words of Christ, “I will build my
Church” (Matt. 16:18). It proved to be an encouragement to
all. Dear reader, I pray that it may be an encouragement to
you as well. This is an adaptation of that message.
Lately we have been hearing our President speak of
building a border wall. It’s a huge building project. There
have been many massive building projects throughout history. Just a few short years ago in Dubai, the Al Maktoum
Confessing Christ’s name
airport was completed at the cost of 37 billion dollars, which
The accurate, heartfelt and wonderful answer Peter
makes it one of the largest and costliest building projects in
gives to this personal question is also necessary as Christ
recent history. The Great Wall of China was one of the
builds His Church. “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
longest running building projects. It was begun around 700
living God” (v. 16). Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the
BC and was completed in the 1600’s. In Bible times we know
Anointed One. He is also God’s Son, the only begotten
there were also great building projects. Think of the building
One. Jesus’ Father is the living God. He is not a dead lifeof the first temple. David amassed a small fortune during
less idol, nor an idea, a concept, or some nebulous power.
his lifetime to pay for it, and then his son Solomon actually
Jesus is the personal Savior, and His Father is the only true
oversaw the 7 year project of building it. It was destroyed in
and living God! This was Peter’s confession of faith.
587 BC, and the second temple replaced it. Though smaller,
You see, Christ does not build His Church by a group of
it took about 46 years to complete.
people simply living generally moral lives (as decent as
Jesus is responsible for the grandest building project of
that is). Nor does He build His Church by those only
all—He builds His Church. It was a project that was planned
attending worship services (as much as we encourage
from the stillness of eternity in the heart of God. It is a
that). He spiritually builds His Church by those who truly
project that actually began thousands of years ago at the
confess the Christ whom we worship. He is looking and
beginning of time with the Lord calling Adam back to a relalistening for a sincere public confession of that reality also
tionship with Him. It is a building project that will continue
from us. The Apostle Peter makes a sincere, heartfelt, and
to the end of the age. This building project is so extensive—
personal confession of Jesus Christ. I pray that by grace we
it is going on in every continent, among every age group
may follow his example, so that we also may be proven to
and gender, and among people of every ethnicity and
be living stones (1 Pet. 2:5) in Christ’s building.
culture. It is also the costliest building project, because the
Church is not redeemed by silver and gold, but with someThe Father’s revelation
thing of far greater value—the precious blood of Jesus (1
Did Peter make this confession in his own strength? Was
Peter 1:18-19).
this his own personal insight? Did he initiate the decision
Matthew 16:15-18 details for us this grandest building
to make Jesus Christ his personal Lord and Savior? Many
project of all. When any building project is anticipated there
erroneously teach that this is all about your personal deciare always essential elements necessary for success. There
sion. Rather, this was the Father’s divine work in Peter’s
are plans, meetings, a building site, materials, workers, etc.
life. After he makes his sincere confession, Jesus responds,
That is also true about Christ’s construction project as He
“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood [human
builds His Church. Let’s consider some of those essential
influence,] hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is
elements from this passage.
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in heaven” (v. 17). The ultimate source of a true confession of
Jesus Christ is not a human source, but divine. When we are
born again it is from above (John 3:3). So also when we truly
confess Christ, it is His great work through us. Without Him
we can do nothing (John 15:5), but through His strength we
can do all things (Phil. 4:13), including making a genuine
saving confession of this wonderful Savior!
The working of Christ
The working of Christ is also an integral part of the
success of this building project: “I will build my church”
Christ states (v. 18). How does He accomplish His great
work? Jesus builds His Church by the working of His Holy
Spirit (Zech. 4:6) and His Word (1 Pet. 1:23). Particularly, it
is through the preached Word that He works this confession
of faith in the heart and mouth, as Paul reminds us in
Romans 10:9-17. As the reliable, faithful Worker, Jesus
Christ continues to build; He does so through all conditions
and circumstances. Nothing or no one can slow Him down.
Paul affirmed with confidence that He will complete this
good work which He has begun (Phil. 1: 6). Can you sing
with humble confidence, “He’s still working on me?”
The security of Christ’s promise
Lastly, a good building project is not complete without a
reliable security system. Jesus adds His security by promising, “and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (v. 18). The
organized Church and each true and living member of the
Church is at war with the powers of hell and darkness
which Paul calls, “spiritual wickedness in high places” (Eph.
6:12). But this wonderful promise is added to grant security
and also to encourage us. All the hellish forces that exist,
shall not gain the final victory. Christ shall conquer and prevail! The powers of darkness will seek to tear the Church of
Jesus Christ apart and destroy our unity, shatter our peace,
break down our witness, and undermine our personal confession. But Satan will not win! Why? Because Jesus Christ
authoritatively said so! What more do we need?

Sunday school class for young children

Consistory meeting

Crowns and thrones may perish,
Kingdoms rise and wane;
But the Church of Jesus
Constant will remain.
Gates of hell can never
‘Gainst the Church prevail;
We have Christ’s own promise,
Which can never fail.
Onward Christian Soldiers by Sabine Baring-Gould
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Mid-week Bible study with some new attendees
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Erin Willis
Does Life Have Any Meaning?
John Blanchard
(EP Books, PB, 88 pgs.) $5.99|$3.50
Searching for a meaning to life seems to be programmed into us as human beings. The subject
may sometimes be pushed aside, but time and
again we still wonder whether there is any point
to our acts, experiences and emotions. In this short and readable book, John Blanchard faces these questions and shows
us that the answers are more accessible than we think,
exposing the “double-think” prevalent in many modern
attitudes, and deals with the ultimate reality, one that is
completely life-changing.
Salvation-Full and Free in Christ
Ian Hamilton
(Banner of Truth, PB, 102 pgs.) $8.00|$6.50
It is the greatest need and the deepest longing of
every person who has ever lived. Throughout
history, people have always longed for ‘rescue’,
though often without understanding ‘from
what’ and ‘by whom’. This mini guide explores the Bible’s
teaching on the great theme of salvation in a way that takes
us to the heart of human need and the greatness of God’s
deliverance.
The Battle for the Biblical Family
George C. Scipione
(Crown and Covenant, PB, 284 pgs.)
$15.99|$11.00
Definitions of gender, marriage, and family are
evolving almost daily. Surveys of younger generations show much greater acceptance of
unbiblical norms. Part of the problem is that relatively few
people know and understand what the Bible says, from
cover to cover, about these foundational aspects of society.
Read what the Bible has to say about the family from this
biblical counseling expert.

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Kinnelon Youth Group – David Van Vugt
Once a month, the senior and junior youth groups of
Kinnelon HRC meet for a time of Bible study and
fellowship. In these meetings we strive to equip our youth
with doctrine, application, and a realization of the need for
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in each of our lives. The
discussion following the topic is always encouraging as we
see the Lord working among our young members. Both
groups conduct a Bible study using slightly different
methods.
Conflict is an everyday part of life: we face it with
fellow students, teachers, co-workers, siblings, parents,
and even our own selves. It is important as Christians to
understand how to deal with conflict in a way that glorifies
God and is in accordance with His Word. In the senior
youth group, which is high school age, we have been
looking at various stories in the Bible that present some
form of conflict. In each story we study a different angle of
the situation and apply it to the struggles we may have in
our own life. For example, in the story of David we saw
how God prepared him for his epic battle with Goliath by
sending a bear and a lion to attack his sheep. In the same
way, our young people are encouraged to see each issue
today as preparation for bigger trials down the road and
for use in our spiritual development. Each story leads us to
Christ, as He is the only mediator that can intercede for us
in our ultimate conflict, our sins against a holy God.
The junior youth group runs from 4th to 8th grade and
is led by Greg Tanis. They are studying the Gospel of John
together, going through it chronologically. John beautifully
combines elements of Christ’s teaching with anecdotes of
His perfect life, setting the backdrop for the group to study
not only the characteristics of a godly life, but also the
utmost importance of seeking Him early while he may be
found (Isaiah 55:6).

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org
APRIL 2019
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Youth group meeting
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Marshmallow tower building

Boating

Christmas boxes for orphans

MISSION FINANCES

Hiking

William Kuivenhoven and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our current financial statement. Above all, we
thank God for the means He has given us through you, our
supporters, to continue our mission endeavours.
Please remember the Mission Committee in your prayers and
in your financial giving as we seek to fulfill the great commission
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Your continued support assists in our
mandate to teach the teachers and thereby spread the gospel to a
dark and lost world.
12
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Bernie Pennings Birthday – April 3
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Marion Sommer Birthday – April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9 – 60 years
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24, 2011
• Daniel Pennings Birthday – June 21
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday – July 24

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

O Holy Spirit, By Whose Breath
O Holy Spirit, by whose breath
life rises vibrant out of death,
come to create, renew, inspire;
come, kindle in our hearts your fire.
You are the seeker's only course,
of burning love the living source,
protector in the midst of strife,
the giver and the Lord of life.
In you God's energy is shown,
to us your varied gifts made known.
Teach us to speak, teach us to hear;
yours be the tongue and yours the ear.
Flood our dull senses with your light;
in mutual love our hearts unite.
Your power the whole creation fills;
make strong our weak, uncertain wills.
From inner strife grant us release;
turn nations to the ways of peace.
To fuller life your people bring
that as one body we may sing:
Praise to the Father, Christ, his Word,
and to the Spirit: God the Lord,
to whom all honor, glory be
both now and for eternity.
Rabanus Maurus, translated by John W. Grant
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