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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
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MEDITATION
The gospel is to be declared promiscuously
and without distinction.
Rev. Jan Neels
This title is a quote from Article 5 of the
Canons of Dort’s Second Head of Doctrine.
The promise of the gospel is summarized in
Article 5 as follows: whoever believeth in
Christ crucified, shall not perish, but have
everlasting life, (a direct quotation from
John 3:16).
Our fathers taught that this promise,
“together with the command to repent and believe, ought to
be declared and published to all nations, and to all persons
promiscuously and without distinction…” The church has
the mandate from the King of kings to proclaim the promise
and the command of the gospel. She carries out this mandate
in established congregations and in mission work, both in
local evangelism and in foreign missions.
When the preachers bring the gospel message, there are
two possible responses: either unbelief or faith. The Canons
explain the facts, the results, and causes of both these
reactions. In Head Two Article 6 the church confesses:
And whereas many who are called by the gospel do not
repent nor believe in Christ, but perish in unbelief, this
is not owing to any defect or insufficiency in the sacrifice
offered by Christ upon the cross, but is wholly to be
imputed to themselves.
It is clear from Scripture that whoever does not repent and
believe has only himself to blame. The gospel promise is proclaimed promiscuously, and they refuse to turn to God in
repentance and faith. Thus, when they perish in unbelief, the
fault is completely their own. In Article 7 we confess:
But as many as truly believe, and are delivered and
saved from sin and destruction through the death of
Christ, are indebted for this benefit solely to the grace of
God, given them in Christ from everlasting, and not to
any merit of their own.
Again, we see clearly that our fathers, on the basis of God’s
Word, concluded that sinners are saved by God’s grace
alone, by faith alone, for Christ’s sake alone. Every believer
is indebted to Jesus Christ for salvation. Grace is only of
God!
When the church engages in preaching, either at home or
abroad, we know there will always be this two-fold response
to the message. In missions we are responsible for bringing
the gospel wherever God sends it. Whether we are working
at Mukhanyo in South Africa, in the churches or prisons of
North America, or at a mission post on Sumba, we are
engaged in a work that guarantees results. Yet we are not
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responsible for those results. In fact, God has already
eternally determined who shall, and who shall not, believe
and repent. Notice that a believer receives the benefit of
salvation, “which is given them in Christ from everlasting.”
As Reformed believers we stress the sovereignty of God
in mission work. We already know that many will not
repent and believe, but that does not change our zeal. We
also know from Scripture that many will truly believe, but
that does not change our zeal either. The Lord Jesus has
given His church the Great Commission, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20).
It is the duty and privilege of the church to be engaged in
this work. Our hearts’ desire and prayer is that all those to
whom we bring the precious gospel message will come to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, but we leave that work to
the Holy Spirit. Whether sinners perish in unbelief due to
their own fault, or truly believe through the grace of God,
the church goes about its business of declaring the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Are you personally involved in this work too? Not everyone can go to a mission field, but everyone can speak to his
neighbor, friend, co-worker, and fellow student. Do you?
Not everyone can give thousands of dollars for missionary
causes, but everyone can give as they are enabled. Do you
give of your time, talents, and money?

EDITORIAL
Overcoming the World
James Beeke
These things I have spoken unto you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. John 16:33
In the world ye shall have tribulation. Not
“maybe” but ye shall. How vividly we
witness this truth in our world today!
COVID-19 pandemic, economic upheaval, riots and
lootings, wars and rumors of wars, heightened tensions
between countries, conflict within countries, increasing
persecution of Christians, and more. And what confusion
and disorder we observe in the world today! Shut down
economies, close churches and schools, require citizens to be
confined to their homes and create a “new normal” to preserve the vulnerable. And yet, at the same time, promote
and declare as essential service the killing of the most vul-
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nerable, the unborn, depressed and discouraged. Expend
whatever energies it takes and spend billions of dollars to
limit the spread of COVID-19 to save lives. And yet fight
hard to promote abortion, euthanasia, and mercy-killing to
snuff out lives.
Yet, Jesus says, “These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer.” What? Peace and good
cheer in the middle of this tribulation in the world? How is
this possible? The key is in the words me and I. In Jesus
Christ and in His Word that He has spoken we may find
peace and good cheer. Like Peter, so long as we focus on
Jesus, we can walk on the water in the storm, but when we
take our eyes off the Lord and we look down at the waves,
down we go.
Is Jesus Christ your Savior and King? Then be at peace. Be
of good cheer. All the tribulation in this world is under His
control. He is Lord; not COVID-19. He is King, not earthly
rulers. The anti-Christian forces may be mighty, but He is
Almighty!
This is true for our mission work as well as for ourselves,
our families, schools, churches, and countries. Our Lord
reigns and His Word shall stand forever. Mukhanyo
Theological College‟s instruction continues. Lecturers
adapt to teaching courses online. Students adjust to
learning at home. Even in areas with limited internet and
connectivity issues, ways are found to continue. The
kingdom work continues. And Jesus is and forever shall be
the victor, as He stated, “I have overcome the world.”
Therefore, in mission work, as in all dimensions of life, let
us lift our vision. Focus on Him who sits on the throne now
and forever. Trust Him and His Word. And what has He
said? These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might
have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; I have overcome the world (John 16:33).

MISSION UPDATE
INDONESIA
Sumba Mission –
Teachers Provide Extra Lessons
Bernie Pennings
Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of
such is the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 19:14
In the August edition of Glad Tidings, I wrote about the
Sunday School outreach program of Sumba mission. I ended
the article with the teachers seeing opportunities to help the
children with extra education lessons. Education levels are
extremely low and as a result the children have next to no
2

hope of getting jobs in the future that might help them break
the cycle of extreme poverty. The following paragraphs
outline how the teachers proposed to help the children.
Many teachers offered to put a program together that
would see them go out once a week to these Sunday School
outreaches to give extra lessons especially in reading and
math. The first lessons began Tuesday, February 11, 2020 and
were to continue every week on Tuesday afternoons. Six
teachers and several students from Rehoboth, along with
white boards and other supplies, climbed into the Land
Cruiser and we headed out. I dropped off three teachers and
some students in Pelendi to conduct the lessons there while
I continued to Mangacu-api with the rest of the teachers and
students. Teachers and students also went to Palawacu to
conduct lessons, walking the distance as this was the closest
outreach.
The format used in all three locations is similar. As the
teachers set up their white boards, children begin arriving
and attendance is taken. The children sing songs and hear a
short Bible story, after which there is opening prayer. The
children are then divided into three groups. The first group,
led by some of the older girls that have come along, are the
youngest children up to first grade; they colour pictures and
also participate in interactive activities to teach them coordination. Those in grades 2 to 6 go to one area and a
teacher with some helpers begin literacy lessons followed by
some math instruction. Grades 7 and up go to another area
and begin with some math lessons followed by literacy
lessons.
As I observed the various groups going through their
lessons, several things came to my mind: the thirst of the
children to learn more; the patience and care for the children
by the teachers; the physical and spiritual needs of the
children; and finally, the obvious lack of very basic education
among the children.
The thirst of the children to learn more: First the
younger children arrived for lessons, and throughout the
three hours we were there, more and more children kept
showing up. Clearly the older the children are, the more was
expected of them for family survival. The older children
could only come when their chores and daily routines had
been finished. Over the next weeks I noticed the older children arriving earlier as they endeavoured to work extra hard
through the day to be able to get as much as possible from
the extra lessons being given.
The patience and care for the children by the teachers:
Each teacher providing the extra lessons for these children
volunteers their time and does so because they care for the
children. These teachers are busy enough and really must
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make time for these lessons. I also observed that these are
the teachers most sincere in their faith and love for the Lord.
Each child to them is precious and this shows in the quick
relationships they build with the children. The children
notice this and welcome these relationships.
The physical and spiritual needs of the children: It does
not take long before you see the thin frames and often sparse
clothing worn by the children. I have been told that many in
these poor areas only get one meal a day and even that meal
is more “filler” than nutrition. In the hunger season they
may receive only some food every other day. When one is
hungry the ability to learn is not particularly good. The
hunger season usually starts in October/November and
lasts until March/April when harvesting of new crops
occurs.
The spiritual situation is not any better. Although there
are churches, many children do not attend. The children
coming to Sunday School and the extra education lessons
know little of the Bible; most are not even able to recount
some basic well-known Bible stories. Speaking with a
Sumbanese about the spiritual state in Sumba, I was told
that 50 percent of Sumbanese claimed to be Christian (for the
most part nominal Christian), 20 percent Roman Catholic, a
small percentage claiming Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, etc.
with the rest practicing ancestral spirit worship. One does
not need to be in conversation very long with most “church
people” in Sumba and you will notice the syncretism of the
ancestral spiritism mixed in with the Christian practices.
Generally, the poorer the Sumbanese are the more likely they
are to be ancestral spirit worshippers.
The obvious lack of very basic education among the
children: Watching the oldest group, grades 7 and up, with
some simple fractions, I was dumbfounded to see they could
not add a simple fraction of ⅓ + ⅔. I watched as the teacher
explained to the group of about 15 students what a fraction
was. These are children in grades 7 plus. This is but one
example of many I observed.
Thinking this through, it does not take a person long to
realize the reason for the lack of education in a society in
survival mode is just that: the need to survive comes first.
This means many children cannot get to school on time, and
in some situations not at all. The tardiness of the students,
combined with cultural norms among the government
teachers (many using teaching as a job and not caring about
the outcomes), creates an environment of going through
minimal motions to get through the day. The result is substandard education with the students not able to pass the
government exams and unable to move on. Consequently,
the survival cycle carries on for another generation.
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Over three hours had passed, and it was getting dark
outside. Time to close and send the children home. After
closing prayer all were given a biscuit before heading home.
All three outreaches reported larger attendance numbers
than the Sunday School attendance. The Lord is good in
providing opportunities to be able to help them with their
lessons but above all to be able to tell them the glorious
gospel.
Government regulations regarding the COVID-19 closed
everything down in April. However, activities have been
able to restart with virus safety precautions in place. Both
the Sunday School and the extra lessons have restarted
using social distancing and masks as much as possible. On
October 11, 2020, a fourth Sunday School was started just to
the north of TanaMbanas with 29 children coming for the
first time. A fifth Sunday School plans to start on October
25, 2020. Because the hunger season has started and this
year it is even more severe because of the COVID-19
pandemic, the mission is preparing 200 meal packages to be
distributed to all the children in the four outreach areas.
Pray that enough funding may be found to continue this
much needed ministry.
All the outreach efforts have not gone unnoticed. The
government is asking many questions and has supported
the Home with extra rice for the children. The new school
year brought many applications for children attending the
extra lessons who now wish to be enrolled in Rehoboth.
There were many more applications than the school could
accommodate.
Paul writes in Philippians 1:6 Being confident of this very
thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus Christ.... We also may be confident that
the Lord who has begun a good work through the Sommers
will also perform and finish that good work. Our prayer is
that the Lord will incline many hearts to support His work
in Sumba.
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Children waiting for teachers to arrive
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Let’s learn
to read

Listening to
a Bible
story while
caring for a
younger
sibling

Learning action Bible songs

A teacher tells a Bible story
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Teaching the letter sounds
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Caring staff
Reading a simple Bible story book

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation
of Jordan, Ontario
Niagara Migrant Worker Ministry
Wilfred Bout

Children interested in simple science

Teaching fractions to Grade 7 and older
DECEMBER 2020

Life has changed in 2020. If you had described to me a year
ago how we would be living as families, churches, schools,
and communities, it would have sounded, quite literally,
unbelievable. Of course, these changes have drastically
altered the day to day operations of this ministry. Since
March, we have no in-person church services. We have cancelled our English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) program.
Any plans for large social events were shelved. You can’t
help but feel to a certain extent, as the saying goes, “the
devil has his hand in the details”. The heartbeat of ministry
is relationships. Relationships deepen and trust is built
especially in face-to-face contact. This is how God has
designed us as humans! And yet since COVID-19 is spread
via close personal contact, the very thing that helps ministry
to flourish is the thing we are trying to minimize!
The COVID-19 situation has NOT been easy for the men
and women who leave their families for so many long
months each year. A bit of background: they do so in order
to better provide for their families, and at the same time
they also form such an important part of our food supply
system. When the lockdown in March halted flights of
workers for about a month, many farmers, as well as the
government of Canada, quickly realized how important
these men and ladies are to all of us! While we all are
thankful that the workers are here, this summer has been
especially difficult. Imagine life through the eyes of one of
these men or ladies. These are all situations that workers
have dealt with this summer:
• Because COVID-19 is so contagious and easily spread

Glad Tidings

5

•

•

•

•

between people who live in close contact with
each other, the regional health system where your
farm is located has designated you as a “vulnerable
population”.
Out of concern for your health, as well as the
economic realities that a COVID-19 outbreak would
have on the farm where you work, the farm owner has
asked that you not have visitors to the farm, and that
you limit your time off of the farm to a once-every-twoweeks shopping trip. After work you make some video
calls with your kids and wife in Mexico, you watch a
movie on your phone, but after 7 months of this you are
feeling really lonely.
Normally every Sunday in Canada you would attend a
church service in Jordan. You love singing in your heart
language. You love the message of the songs. You are
starting to understand what Jesus has done for you, and
what His plans are for your life. But this year the services
are cancelled. You try to tune in each week to the
YouTube videos, but after working 72 hours that week in
the hot sun, it is pretty hard to concentrate. You want to
stay close to God, but all your friends on the farm are
inviting you to play another round of cards and share in
another round of drinks.
One day you receive a phone call that your mother is
sick with COVID-19 in Guatemala. The next day your
wife sends you a message that your mother has died.
Because there are limited flights home you know you
can’t make it home in time for the funeral. You try to be
strong here, but you really just want to be with your
family.
A few days later you receive a call from your daughter
that your wife is coughing and struggling to breathe.
Your daughter is panicking. You try to manage the
situation from Canada, but you feel desperate.

• A co-worker tells you that he has a fever and body ache.
He gets tested for COVID-19 and it comes back positive.
Two days later you are sick with the same symptoms.
You’ve heard of three other Mexican workers who died
in Ontario this spring due to COVID-19. You wonder –
will this happen to me? Will I breathe my last breath in
an Ontario hospital? With no family or friends around
me?
While this year has been difficult in so many ways, we are
still thankful for opportunities that are open for
ministry. There have been many conversations via phone or
video calls. As I said, we do publish a weekly message via
YouTube. We have had several Facebook Live singing
sessions – where the men and ladies can text in their favorite
song requests. We actually had people tuning in from across
Canada, the US, Mexico, Guatemala, and even Bolivia.
Thankfully there have also been many face-to-face
(socially distanced) individual conversations over cups of
coffee, in local parks, or just outside of bunkhouses. One
large farm does not allow their workers to leave the farm
property, but they did ask if we could come onto the premises to teach English over the summer months. And of course,
there are health emergencies where we are able to come
alongside the workers in a translator/health-care advocate
role.
Please do keep this ministry in your prayers. Pray that we
would soon be able to resume Sunday services. We very
much lament not being able to meet many new workers in
the area, so pray that doors would re-open for bringing the
message of Christ to the men and women who have never
heard it. Pray for spiritual strength for those on the farms
who feel isolated, who want to follow Christ, yet feel weak.
Pray that God’s kingdom would come, and that His will
would be done on earth as it is in heaven!

Wilf and
Sharon Bout
live in
Vineland,
Ontario
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Gifting
Kevin Ash

Some men enjoying some ministry
activities in the summer of 2019

Visiting with a worker in his home in
Mexico in January 2020

Having a COVID-19 picnic during the summer of 2020
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December could well be called the Giving
month, particularly because in it we celebrate the greatest Gift ever given. As you
know, in this month we commemorate the
fulfillment of the long-awaited, promised
Child. “For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given…” (Isa. 9:6).
The circumstances surrounding the gifting of this Child is further expounded by the Child
Himself when He meets with one of us needy sinners, and
teaches: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16). This verse
witnesses the two greatest verbs in the English language
linked in the same sentence – the verb loved, and love’s
concomitant action – gave.
The fact that the Father not only loved but acted upon
that love and gave His Son contains all the wonder of the
gospel. “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that
He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins” (1 John 4:10). This fact is the greatest confirmation of
another of Jesus’ encouragement claims: “If ye then, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children, how much more shall your Father which is in
heaven give good things to them that ask Him?” (Matt.
7:11).
Note that the Father’s giving is bilateral. Not only does
He give the greatest Gift to needy sinners, but He also
gives needy sinners to His beloved Son.
“All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out” (John 6:37).
So then, is a father’s love best seen through the quantity of the gifts given or in the quality of the gift? In the
heavenly Father’s giving it’s actually both. To Christ, the
Father gives a great quantity of gifts – a multitude of
redeemed sinners that no man can number (Rev. 7:9). Yet to
that numberless multitude, the Father gives the most
superlative Gift, the One beyond compare, His own
beloved Son. “Behold, what manner of love the Father
hath bestowed upon us…” (1 John 3:1)!
In this Gift, all doubt regarding God’s desire for His
fallen image bearers is expunged. Puritan Hugh Binning
elucidates this when he says, “The greatest testimony that
can be imagined, is given already, – that the Father should
send his only-begotten and well-beloved Son into the state
of a servant for man. If this do not satisfy, I know not what
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will. I see not how any work of his Spirit in us, can make so
much evidence of his reality and faithfulness in the gospel,
and of his willingness to welcome sinners. All the works of
the creation, all the works of grace, are nothing [compared]
to this, to manifest his love to men; and therefore there is a
singular note upon it, ‘God so loved the world, that he gave
his Son,’ John iii. 16. And in this was his love manifested,
that he sent his Son, 1 John iv. 9 [“In this was manifested the
love of God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him.”]….His own express image, and the brightness of his
glory, is come down to bear witness of his love; nay, he who
is equal with himself in glory, is given as a gift to men; and
is not he infinitely more than created gifts or graces, who is
the very spring and fountain of them all? ‘God so loved the
world,’ that truly he gave no [other] besides [him], to testify [to] such a love.” [Hugh Binning, “The Sinner’s
Sanctuary,” in The Works of the Rev. Hugh Binning (Ligonier,
PA: Soli Deo Gloria Publications, 1992), Sermon 12,
170-171].
In the light of such a gift, how should we then live?
You know that earthly parents are happiest when they
witness their children freely sharing what they have been
given with others. So too, the heavenly Father joys in seeing
His true children freely sharing what they have received.
Are we living out of the reality, “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the
life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Gal.
2:20)? As Christians engaged in varieties of outreach, are we
giving to others out of the abundance that we have
received? Are we openly sharing the greatest Gift with
them, telling them that if God can save such as we are, He
can save anyone?
After all, He is still doing that for sinners in this Giving
month.

Grace Reformed Christian Church,
Harrison Arkansas
Being Children of Issachar Where We Are
Rev. Terreth Klaver
And of the children of Issachar, which were men
that had understanding of the times, to know
what Israel ought to do; the heads of them were
two hundred; and all their brethren were at their
commandment. 1 Chronicles 12:32
On June 30, 2020, I was led by the Lord Jesus
to accept His call to Harrison, Arkansas. My
family and I moved away from our beloved Chilliwack
8

congregation in British Columbia on August 24 and arrived
in Harrison August 27. I was installed and preached my first
sermon to the dear folk in Arkansas August 30. Since that
time, our household items have arrived and we have begun
to settle into the area, building relationships both within and
outside the congregation. This latest call and move is the
next stage in my life of service to my Lord.
I grew up in the Grand Rapids area of Michigan and my
spiritual journey led me through many different supposedly
“Reformed” churches. After finding a spiritual home in the
Heritage Reformed Church of Grand Rapids and studying at
its seminary, I served as a pastor in the Southern
Presbyterian Church of Australia for over six years, then
returned to serve the Heritage Reformed Church for over
seven years in Western Canada. Now I am back in the United
States. The political concerns, legal requirements, and
practical needs are all different in each of these countries, but
the truth of God’s Word has always been the same. This year
the contrasts in local points of view have been magnified by
the COVID-19 pandemic and the culturally turbulent times
in the United States. In light of this, I have been particularly
struck with the importance of our churches understanding
biblical teaching and right practice in the particular places
the Lord has called us to serve. The question is, “How can
we be children of Issachar where we are today?”
First, we must love the Lord Jesus. Love for the Lord Jesus
is essential in a Christian’s life. In Matthew 10:37, the Lord
Jesus says, “He that loveth father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.” In John 14 and 15, He says
seven different times (John 14:21, 23, 24; 15:9, 10, 14), in
different ways, “If ye love me, keep my commandments
(John 14:15).” In His great encouragement and restoration of
the apostle Peter, He grounds Peter’s calling and life of
service in love of Himself:
So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter,
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again
the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He
saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. He saith unto him the
third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter
was grieved because he said unto him the third time,
Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou
know-est all things; thou knowest that I love thee.
Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep. (John 21:15-17)
It is very clear, from the Lord Himself, that if we do not
love Him, we will not serve Him.
Second, we must know our Bibles. Having been taught to
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love Him through the sovereign love of God (“We love him
because he first loved us” 1 John 4:19), we wish to obey Him;
but how can we obey Him unless we know what He asks of
us? (John 14:15) We dare not end up as the Pharisees who
did err “not knowing the Scriptures” (Matthew 22:29).
Perhaps the challenges of the year 2020 are helpful
examples. According to the Scriptures, what ought we to
protest about and when ought we to protest? When ought
we to resist our civil government and for what reasons?
Perhaps the questions associated with resistance to the civil
government are particularly relevant to our denomination
as we have congregations in the United States and Canada.
These two different countries have two very different understandings of the role and authority of the government – so
different that the Revolutionary War separates and defines
them as nations. Further, what is the responsibility of the
civil government to the church, and of the church to the civil
government, since our Lord Jesus has been given all power
in heaven and on earth? (Matthew 28:18, Belgic Confession
article 36, Westminster Confession chapter 23)
Third, we must know our confessions and their historical
context. Since we are to know the Word in order to rightly
express our love, should we not also take to heart the
summaries of the Word we bind ourselves to? Why not avail
ourselves of the wisdom of those who have gone before who
specifically sought to explain what the Scriptures said for
their own generations and the ones to come? As “no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation”
and “prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost,” we ought to respect the creeds and confessions that
faithfully summarize the Word. Further, the confessions
were composed in contexts of revolution, rights, protest,
government intervention, and plague. Our creeds and confessions are tremendously rich, biblical, and timed-tested
resources for us in the challenges we are called to face. We
would be foolish to ignore them.
Fourth, we must know our times; and that means, by
implication, knowing where we are. The Heritage Reformed
Churches, broadly, are made up of immigrants from the
Netherlands and their descendants. Many in the United
States trace their immigration from before World War I, and
many in Canada trace their immigration from after World
War II. But we are not in the Netherlands and 2021 is rapidly approaching. If we would reach out to those around us in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we must be conscious of
our current North American context.
Perhaps the exhortation to be aware of our time and place
seems odd, easily dismissed, and even inappropriate. One
might think these concerns are of the previous
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generation or these are the dangers and challenges of less
biblically sound denominations. But I assure you these
problems with awareness of our time and place are present
in our churches.
There is still among us the insistence that those who
come to our churches learn how to fit in with “our people.”
Preaching must not only be biblical, experiential, and
confessional, but tailored to fit the tastes and preferences of
“our people.” In some of our churches in Canada, members
of our congregations who are Canadian citizens refer to
those who do not come from our immigrant background as
“Canadians.” Often, those from the “outside” must do
more than simply love the Lord, be convicted of the truths
of God’s Word as we confess them and seek to live a life of
holiness according to biblical principle. Rather, they must
adopt the particular practices of biblical principle we have
expressed in our vocabulary, customs, and heritage, as
immigrants and the descendants of immigrants. Further,
though we are right to love our Dutch Reformed church
history and theology and learn from the past, we cannot
simply reinstitute the truth of the Afscheiding and the
glories of 1834. We cannot be a Dutch Reformed Church
from the 1800’s in the United States or Canada in 2020.
One of the great blessings we have in the Heritage
Reformed Churches is the influence of the Westminster
Standards. Unlike some Dutch Reformed churches, we
have officially embraced and approved the Westminster
Confession as one of our standards. As churches which
draw on the heritage of the Reformation, it is very fitting
we learn not only from the Dutch Reformed tradition, but
also the historic Scottish and American Presbyterian traditions. This variety, with the Spirit’s blessing, can help us
move beyond the temptation to try to make “outsiders”
part of a subculture of “our people,'' rather seeking to bring
others to the Lord to be part of God’s people and part of His
adopted family.
As members of the Heritage Reformed Church, let us
love the Lord Jesus, search His Word, respect the great
summaries of the Word our forefathers have given, and
respect our history so we may minister to those perishing
around us in our homes, workplaces, and broader
communities. We must be committed to Jesus Christ and
His Word, not focused on maintaining our familiar and
comfortable subculture. Let us be faithful. Let us be
children of Issachar understanding the times to know what
the church of the Lord Jesus ought to do.
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Erin Willis
Pastors and Their Critics
Joel R. Beeke and Nick Thompson
Every pastor knows what it’s like to be criticized.
But how does he respond? And how does he offer
constructive criticism of his own? With wisdom,
charity, and a wealth of personal illustrations,
Joel Beeke and Nick Thompson answer these
questions and more. The Bible is full of critics, and it gives us
practical principles for responding to criticism, offering
criticism, and creating a healthy church culture. As Beeke
and Thompson unfold a theological vision for coping with
criticism in the gospel ministry, you will be strengthened,
encouraged, and equipped.
(Presbyterian and Reformed, PB, 192 pp.) $15.99|$10.00
Growing Together
Melissa B. Kruger
We need one another. Yet we don’t always know
how to develop relationships that help us grow in
the Christian life. Spiritual mentoring offers a
way for younger believers and more mature
Christians to grow together through intentional
discipleship and accountability. If you’re looking for a place
to start, Melissa Kruger presents a guide for discipleship
conversations that span a variety of topics for spiritual
growth. Each lesson encourages both mentor and mentee to
focus on the hope of the gospel as they learn together from
the truth of God’s word.
(Crossway, PB, 192 pp.) $18.00|$12.50
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Moving and trip with my family from Chilliwack,
BC to Harrison, AK
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HRC Jordan Youth Group – Hanna Den Boer
The purposes of HRC Jordan Youth Group are: to teach our
youth what they are to believe and why, to serve our church
and the broader community, and to enjoy fellowship within
the covenant community. As a youth group we have focused
on the following three categories: teaching, serving and
fellowship. We meet approximately every other week and
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rotate between each of these categories.
This year we have decided not to choose a theme for the
year but rather to focus on topics throughout the year and
integrate them each time that we meet. We hope to begin our
first teaching session with a panel discussion, a favourite for
many! We invite about four or five more ‘seasoned’ adults in
the church who are willing to share their experiences and
wisdom with the youth. Each year many questions come up
and spur insightful discussions. Through the panel discussions it is so evident how much our members care for the
spiritual wellbeing of the youth. A highlight of last season
was attending the Ligonier conference in Ancaster, Ontario
with the theme: Truth in a Truthless Age.
The following passage from Mark 10:45 is what we desire
our youth to exemplify as we seek to serve in our church
and broader community: “For even the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom
for many.” The seniors in our church especially love the
visits by the youth. They’ve often remarked it’s a highlight
for them and ask if they can come again! Other areas of
service include volunteering at Niagara Christian Gleaners
(a local ministry that uses surplus produce to feed the
hungry), Out of the Heat (a downtown ministry that
evangelizes and provides hot meals to the needy), making
food for Youth programs and seniors, etc. Our church family looks forward to the Christmas and Easter potlucks and
sing-a-long that the Senior Youth groups hosts each
December and March – almost the whole church joins for a
beautiful evening of food, fellowship and praise to our Lord.
As we work and learn shoulder to shoulder, we see what
a blessing being part of a covenant community is. We enjoy
many activities together too, such as campfires, sports,
outings and just “hanging out” together. A favourite over
the years has been spending time Up North in the winter at
church families’ cottages.
As youth group leaders, we strive to focus on the
essentials that meet the current needs of our youth. We pray
that by our teaching and encouraging, they will grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus and strive to be active
members of His kingdom. We are prime targets of Satan’s
attacks and the human flesh is so weak. This can cause
sorrow and discouragement for us. Youth group is not without many challenges; however, we continually commit the
young people to the Lord, trusting and resting in Him (Ps.
37). Please pray with us that God will mightily work in the
hearts of the Jordan HRC Youth Group along with their
leaders and beyond!
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3. Who did Christ die for? Romans 5:6.
4. What did the Israelites have to offer every day as a sin
offering for atonement? Exodus 29:36.
5. God’s people are perfected for ______ because of Christ’s
full payment. Hebrews 10:14.
6. What are some things God’s people can do to thank God
for his wonderful gift? Psalm 96.

Bible Quiz – Thanksgiving
At this time of the year, we think a lot about being thankful.
We even have a special church service to thank God for the
many blessings that He gave us and our families this year.
There are a lot of people in our lives that we are thankful for
as well. Can you think of someone that you are especially
thankful for? Maybe you can make a special card for them
and let them know!

Story for the Youth –
Atonement for Joe
Joe was playing softball with several other boys from his
neighborhood in an empty lot. It was Joe’s turn to bat. He
swung hard and hit an extra-long foul ball. “Oh, no!” yelled
several of the boys. Their yell was followed by a loud crash
and the sound of breaking glass as the ball went right
through a neighbor’s front window.
The angry neighbor ran out of his house immediately.
“Who did that?” he yelled. “Who hit the ball?” “I did,”
answered Joe meekly. “Well, then you will need to pay the
full price,” the man said. “That glass will cost $185 to
replace!”
Poor Joe! He didn’t have any money. What was he going
to do? He tried to hold back his tears, but he could not. He
just stood there and cried. An older boy stepped forward.
He felt sorry for Joe. “Mr. Morgan,” he said to the man, “I
will pay for the window.” He ran home, returned, and paid
the full price of $185. After paying, he turned to Joe. “Joe,”
he said, “you are free!”
This older boy atoned for Joe’s wrong deed. What did
Jesus do, in a much greater way, for all His people? Why is
Jesus’ atonement* far greater than any atonement we can
make for one another? Why is our guilt much greater?
*Atonement means full payment
Taken from Bible Doctrine for Younger Children, Book B
1. Who made atonement for all God’s children, so that they
can die to sin and live to righteousness? 1 Peter 2:24.
2. Isaiah 53:5 talks about the Lord Jesus. Why was he
bruised?
12

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Who should we give thanks to? 1 Chronicles 16:34
Why should we give thanks to God? Psalm 136:1
When does 1 Thessalonians 5:18 tell us to give thanks?
In 1 Corinthians 1:4 what did Paul thank the Lord for?
Who gave thanks to the Lord in Luke 2:38?
In Whose name should we give thanks? Ephesians 5:20
What is one way we can give thanks to God? Psalm 95:2
In Luke 18 Jesus tells us about a Pharisee and a Publican,
who both prayed. Who gave thanks in the wrong way?
Luke 18:11
9. What book of the Bible has the word ‘thanks’ written in it
the most?

MISSION FINANCES
Rob Koppert and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our latest financial statement. We thank
God for the means He has given us through you, our
supporters, to continue our mission endeavors. We are up to
date on all our support, for which we give praise to our God. In
spite of all the turmoil in the world with COVID-19 and all the
political upheaval your support has continued. Please
remember the Mission Committee and Mukhanyo College, as
well as our other mission endeavors, in your prayers and in
your financial giving. We also ask for your prayers for wisdom
as we explore further opportunities to fulfill our mandate in
spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ through this dark world.
Special request: The Domestic Outreach Committee
(DOC) asks that you please remember them in your giving if
you are able as their funds have been running very low of late.
They are supporting the Plymouth Outreach (Rev. Fintelman)
and Synod has now also approved support for the new
Tillsonburg Outreach.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
• Micah DeVries Birthday – February 8

School under a tree in Sumba, Indonesi

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Come and See What God Is Doing
Come and see what God is doing:
His are works of power and grace;
Round the world His Word is going,
Giving light to every place.
’Tis a day expected long,
Theme of old prophetic song.
While the nations are contending,
And the tumult louder grows;
Through the earth our God is sending
News of peace, to heal our woes.
Sounds of mercy sweeter are,
Heard amid the din of war.
Long the nations were benighted,
And the darkness has been still;
But the lamp that God has lighted,
Now is set upon a hill.
Many now enjoy the light,
And with rapture hail the sight.
Higher still and higher place it:
Show it to the world around;
Never should we cease to raise it,
While a nation still is found,
One to whom it is not giv’n
To enjoy the light of Heav’n.
Thomas Kelly
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