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MEDITATION
Encouragements in Bringing the Gospel
Dr. Maarten Kuivenhoven
Whenever we are called to speak the gospel
into the lives of others, whether that is
around the dinner table, in the pulpit, in
the nursery, on campus, in the workplace,
or on the streets, we will face discouragements. This is a reality that we all face. This
is what the Apostle Paul also faced in Acts
18:1-11. He was often discouraged, weak,
and at times even despaired of life because of
discouragement and opposition (1 Cor. 2:3; 2 Cor. 1:8). Paul
is an ordinary man with clay feet and so are we. But how
does the Lord encourage such ordinary saints in the work of
the kingdom in spreading the good news?
We find that as Paul enters Corinth, he meets Aquila and
Priscilla. These fellow Jews serve as an encouragement to
Paul’s soul as he labors side-by-side with them in making
tents. Paul writes in Romans 16:3 describing these two as
“helpers in Christ Jesus.” This is how God provides
encouragement for Paul – in the fellowship of other
believers. This is a New Testament pattern, isn’t it? Jesus
sent out the disciples two-by-two (Luke 10:1-17).
Throughout Paul’s missionary journeys he was often accompanied by other people who provided encouragement. For
those who engage in the work of the kingdom, don’t negate
the fellowship of the saints as unnecessary. The fellowship of
the New Testament Church provided the fuel of encouragement for evangelism and so, too, the fellowship of other
believers should encourage us in evangelism.
God also provided finances for Paul to continue his
ministry in Corinth. This is something we often overlook in
the work of the kingdom. In Acts 18:3 we find Paul
returning to his tent-making trade to support his work of
spreading the gospel. Some think this was a diversion, but
Paul was actually working in financial independence from
Corinth so he would not be bound to anyone and be free to
proclaim the gospel without any strings attached. Paul’s
trade supported his work of the ministry. There is no shame
in that, and it demonstrates the principle that the work of
God is supported by the work and financial support of dayto-day work. Coupled with that, a love gift came to Paul
from the church in Macedonia so that he could continue
bringing the gospel in Corinth unabated. This allowed Paul
to minister the Word with fervor and zeal, pressed in the
spirit. Everyday work sustains the work of evangelism. This
is an encouragement to those who do kingdom work in
official capacities.
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The Lord also gives encouragements in the midst of
gospel rejection. Such rejection should not be shocking to us.
The natural heart without Christ is resistant to the claims of
the gospel and will not yield apart from the power of the
Holy Spirit. In Acts 18:6 we read that there were those in
Corinth who “opposed themselves and blasphemed.” Their
opposition is expressed in the strongest terms and Paul
shakes his cloak and declares that he is free from their blood.
This is both solemn and encouraging. For those who faithfully bring the gospel the encouragement is that you are free
from the blood of those to whom you have spoken of Christ
and who yet still reject the gospel. Their response is not your
responsibility, but your faithfulness is. For those who reject
Christ, this statement ought to hit home in all seriousness –
you are responsible for your own blood before the judgment
seat of Christ.
Further encouragement comes as Paul moves from the
synagogue to Justus’s home. The ruler of the synagogue is
saved and then further fruit upon the preaching and
teaching of the gospel is evidenced in verse 8, “And many
of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.” In
spite of the rejection of many who heard, there were still
many who heard and believed. Not all is lost. Let us never
measure our success by the strength of the opposition but let
us remember that the gospel is the power of God unto
salvation to those who believe.
The final encouragement in these verses is found in
verses 9-11. There Paul receives a vision from God to be
courageous and speak, “Be not afraid, but speak and hold
not thy peace. Fear not, for I am with thee.” What is the
answer to fear in bringing the gospel? The fear of rejection?
The fear of man perhaps? The fear of opposition? The fear of
our own weakness? The fear of a lack of words? The fear of
fruitlessness? The answer is this – don’t be afraid, but speak,
and hold not thy peace. God promises to be with those who
faithfully sow the seed of the Word. God strengthens Paul’s
ministry with His own presence. And He encourages Paul
with fruit. God’s sovereignty ensured that there would be
fruit on his labors there, “For I have much people in this
city.” Election serves as the impetus to evangelism. Sow the
seed faithfully, knowing that God has His elect everywhere
and will bring them to faith in Christ through those who
faithfully speak the Word. Be encouraged in God’s
provision, in God’s presence, and in God’s sovereignty!
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“Election serves as the
impetus to evangelism.”
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EDITORIAL
Christ Will Build His Church
James Beeke
“… I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).
We can easily miss an encouraging and
reassuring truth about mission work that
Jesus is picturing here when he states that
the gates of hell shall not prevail against
His church as He builds it.
First, we often interpret this verse in the sense of when
Satan attacks God’s church, the Lord will protect His people
and hellish attacks will not overcome them. This is a
comforting truth. But there is more.
Secondly, some believe that “the gates of hell” refer to its
leaders – Satan and the rulers over the fallen angels. “Gates”
in biblical times were where the rulers met and took council
and made and announced decisions (e.g. Gen. 19:1, Gen.
22:17, Gen. 24:60, Deut. 21:18-21, Ruth 4:1, 2 Sam. 19:8, Esth.
3:2-3, Psa. 69:12, Psa. 127:5, Isa. 14:31, Isa. 29:21, Dan. 2:49,
and Amos 5:10-15). The plans and decisions of the rulers of
hell shall not prevail. God will overthrow and overcome
their plots and schemes. This is also a reassuring truth. But
there is more.
Finally, there is another rich encouragement here, especially for missions, evangelism and personal testimony. In
war, one’s gates are defensive not offensive. A city keeps the
attackers out by means of its strong gates; it does not attack
others with its gates. Gates here speak of Satan’s keeping
out the advancements of Christ’s kingdom as He builds His
church. Satan’s strongest gates of defense will not prevail;
they will not be able to withstand the expansion of Christ’s
worldwide kingdom. This verse speaks of God building His
church, based upon the strength of Peter’s confession,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt.
16:16). Based upon this gospel truth, Christ will build His
church starting at Jerusalem and progressing to Judea, then
Samaria, and finally to all nations, tribes, languages and
people (Acts 1:8, Matt. 24:14, Matt. 28:18-20). Satan will be
bound and not be able to stop the growth of Jesus’ church
and expansion of His worldwide kingdom (Rev. 20:1-3, Rev.
7:9). While Satan held heathen nations in great darkness for
thousands of years as prisoners behind his strong gates,
these gates will crumble and give way as Christ’s kingdom
expands and His church is built around the world. What an
encouraging truth this is as we move forward with mission
work, evangelism and personal testimony! There is no
“maybe” or “possibly” here. The Lord Jesus promises, “I
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail
2

against it” (Matt. 16:18).
This is the “Rock” upon which we base our mission efforts
– the saving, all-conquering power of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the Son of the Living God. This is the solid ground on
which we move forward supporting the Lord’s work around
the world by helping to train ministers to preach the gospel:
at Mukhanyo Theological College in South Africa, Reformed
Theological Seminary in Taiwan and Martin Bucer Seminary
in Brazil. And as the gospel is preached, we trust the promise
of the Lord, “I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it” (Matt. 16:18).

MISSION UPDATES
SOUTH AFRICA –
DeVries Family News
Dr. Brian & Mrs. Lanae DeVries
with Krista, Micah, Titus and Andrew
Greetings and best wishes for 2020! We thank our gracious
Lord for His merciful provisions during the past year. Many
thanks also to each of you who have been praying with us
during the past twelve months for the ministries in which we
serve.
January: We started 2019 in North America where I had
ministry commitments including an evangelism workshop
in Ontario, Canada. We came home to South Africa in time
for the orientation week and new academic year at
Mukhanyo. Rev. Carmichael of Scotland gave the opening
addresses this year, and we welcomed many new students in
KwaMhlanga, Pretoria, and Johannesburg. I also presented a
paper at the South African Mission Society, an annual
conference now distracted by newer mutations of liberation
theology.
February: The new semester at Mukhanyo started well with
the normal busyness: meetings, planning, and more
meetings. Several new staff members joined the team,
including Dr. Greg Phillips (Registrar) and Dr. Bryson
Arthur (manager of the new Honours qualification). This
year I developed and taught Bible Doctrine Survey 1 and 2,
two modules in Mukhanyo’s new one-year Higher
Certificate distance qualifications. Lanae continued homeschooling Krista and Micah, and Titus started school too.
March: Mukhanyo’s annual graduation was on March 9, a
day of great celebration and many photos! The Board of
Directors also met in March, the first of four meetings
annually. These autumn months were busy for the leaders of
the Grace Reformed Church with planning for the
constitution of the church plant in May. We also enjoyed
lovely fellowship as a church family on March 30 at our
bi-annual picnic day.
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Some of Mukhanyo’s Faculty –
Teaching Forum – Pretoria Centre

Church Constitution Service Fellowship Dinner

Church Council of Grace Reformed Church

Mukhanyo Graduation
April: Mukhanyo’s Rustenburg campus was officially
launched this month by Dr. Eben le Roux, an expansion of
what had been a distance site for many years. Mukhanyo’s
teaching staff also gathered again for their quarterly Faculty
Forum. I was kept busy with additional management issues,
like accreditation matters and the software selection process
of a new online student information system. We also enjoyed
a wonderful multiethnic church fellowship in our home on
Resurrection Sunday.
Mukhanyo’s 25 Year Celebration
May: The Grace Reformed Church was constituted on May
June: Two important meetings took place this month. We
4, after church-planting work of seven years. Two elders and
hosted a Vision Day in Durban to further explore starting a
three deacons were installed as the new church council. We
campus there (initial plans had been made in February).
are thankful also for the presence of several international
Mukhanyo also hosted the 9th annual Bible College
visitors: Jim & Ruth Beeke and Scott VanGrouw, as HRC
Consultation, a growing network of biblical leaders and
delegates, and my parents Henry & Sue DeVries.
lecturers actively involved with theological education in
Mukhanyo’s annual general meeting (AGM) of member
southern Africa. Our central theme this year was on prochurches was held the next weekend on May 11, which was
moting the quality of Bible education in Africa. Given our
also a celebratory day for 25 years of educational ministry.
rather irregular schedule as a family, Lanae continues
After this busy period, we enjoyed a lovely family holiday
home-schooling around the year, taking various breaks as
with my parents along the beautiful southern coast of South
needed.
Africa.
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July: The winter school holiday in South Africa (several
weeks in June/July) usually gives a chance to regroup and
prepare for the second semester. We enjoyed hosting Dr. Flip
Buys for a week while he taught the July intensive course in
Pretoria. I also led a productive 2-day strategic planning
forum involving more than 40 staff members. Plans for 2020
were drafted by the whole Mukhanyo team and later
approved by the Board of Directors in August.
August: Mukhanyo kept me busy this month with the
normal: leading, teaching, various meetings, as well as planning for the new Durban campus. Accreditation matters for
the new distance qualifications again required considerable
attention (thankfully now sorted). As a family, the children
are growing up quickly: Titus turned 4 years old this month
(Micah: 6 in February, Krista: 8 in May, Andrew: 2 in Nov).
September: This month was full, the first half in South Africa
and the last half in North America. The ministry of Grace
Reformed Church continued, and I concluded a Sunday
evening study series that surveyed one Bible book each
week. In America, I taught on Reformed Missions to 25
students at Puritan Reformed Theology Seminary. We all
enjoyed the opportunity to visit extended family: aunts &
uncles, grandparents, and very many cousins.
October: I served church communities in British Columbia,
Canada and Michigan in early October; Lanae and I also
enjoyed a quiet 2-½ days away together. Mukhanyo has a
great management team that handles most day-to-day
ministry matters: Dr. Japie Malan (academics), Rev. Isaac
Maleke (student support), Mr. Jan Pelser (operations), and
Mrs. Wynie Malan (finance). Returning home to Africa, I
spoke at another conference organized by a liberal university (and was shocked by the extremely unbiblical theology).
But Mukhanyo’s annual Church Leaders’ Conference on
October 26 had good theology and was a great blessing for
many.
November: These springtime months are always packed
4

with planning for the new year (budgets, interviews, teaching schedules, etc.). I visited Durban, where I spent long
days making plans with Rev. Antonio Coppola, the manager
of the new Durban campus. Mukhanyo’s new distance qualifications were finally granted full accreditation (after more
than four years and very many hours of effort to navigate the
government bureaucracy) – we thank the Lord for using
various means to overcome all obstacles, and we now pray
that these programmes will benefit many future students!
December: This month is quieter in South Africa, the
equivalent of America’s summertime packed into one month
of holiday. So I was able to do some reading and research in
preparation for next year. Catechism and membership
classes paused mid-December, but we started a weekly
men’s Bible study since members have more time during the
holiday. Our study focuses on biblical character-traits for
men best demonstrated by Jesus. Lanae was busy (in
addition to homemaking, homeschooling, etc.) with church
activities, hosting a Ladies’ Tea and a Christmas Day visit to
a local orphanage for carols and ministry.
So, there you have it: a few highlights as a brief year-inreview. As we transition into the new decade, please pray
with us for the Lord’s undeserved blessing upon these
ministries – for Mukhanyo, for Grace Reformed Church, and
also for our family. We rejoice in knowing that our God is
both sovereign and gracious. He is very sovereign, so we
trust Him “with fear and trembling” as we enter the new
decade. And He is also very gracious, so we trust Him in
confident hope that He will direct all things for our good and
His greater glory.
“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared
to all men, Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly,
in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14).
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SOUTH AFRICA – The End of an Era
Rev. Arthur Miskin
It is with great gladness that I may announce that the English
church plant in Pretoria, Reformed Church Tshwane (RCT),
established in 2005, was declared a self-governing church
within the Reformed Churches of South Africa toward the
end of last year. The vision that was formulated at the start
has finally come to fruition. This indeed is our Ebenezer
stone boldly declaring, “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”
Yet, for all the joy, there is also a tinge of sadness mingled
with it for me personally, because a sizeable portion of my
work as missions minister in South Africa has drawn to a
close. It was not an easy ride but nonetheless a joyful one.
There were many dangers, toils and snares – but it was
God’s grace alone that brought us as a congregation safe
thus far and by this same grace we shall surely continue.
Throughout it all the Lord’s steadfast promises were at times
all we had to hold onto in the face of discouragement; what’s
more, time and again the same promises were repeated over
and over because He well knows how slow of learning we
are. “I will build MY church” was a word that repeatedly
surfaced and served specially to readjust our misguided priorities. Together with that, the need and admonition to wait
upon Him was emphasized: “For ye have need of patience,
that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the
promise … the vision is for an appointed time … though it
tarry wait for it, because it will surely come … therefore will
the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you … blessed
are all they who wait for him….” (Heb.10:36; Hab.2:3;
Isa.30:18).
We had to wait fourteen years for the right moment to
come. In that period several human solutions were
attempted, but these all ended in a cul de sac. Over the past
several years, on church council level, a variety of English
Ministry commissions were convened, specifically tasked
with moving RCT forward to self-governing status. But, alas,
one hindrance after the other was encountered, resulting in
repeated and disheartening stop-start movement. After my
retirement in April of last year, the problem became acute.
There were no possibilities regarding a man to call as our
pastor and the progress towards independent status was
negligible.
As far as the work was concerned, the dogged question
was, “Quo vadis?” especially in light of my own continued
and, at times worsening, health concerns. It was
increasingly clear that in order for us to continue as a ministry, we needed to call a man, a shepherd for the church, to
continue the work that had been started. It was also clear
that the possibility of packing it all in was completely out of
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the question. As an interim measure, an agreement was set
up with the mother church, Gereformeerde Kerk (GK)
Rietvallei, that I continue as pastor at RCT until a suitable
replacement minister could be called.
Sometime before my emeritation, an English Ministry
committee was formed as per church council instruction.
The first convener was Rev. Gerhard van Rhyn and
members included Rev. Danie Potgieter and Rev. van Blerk,
the scribe of GK Rietvallei, Br. Klaas Steyn, Br. Arend van
den Berg, as well as the members of the English leadership
(Elders Ken Ndou, Jimmy Simpson and Guy Stubbs, and
deacons Gordon Miskin and JP Du Preez). As the ball was
set in motion, Rev. van Rhyn was called elsewhere which,
admittedly, caused a measure of discouragement. But the
Lord raised up another man, Rev. Danie Potgieter, to
assume leadership of the committee; the rest of the
membership remaining unchanged. We worked through
many issues in several meetings, not always agreeing, but
eventually reaching a point where a definite move forward
could be made. Important, rightfully, was the discussion
around material provision for a new minister, should one be
called. A budget to this end was presented to the committee,
which satisfied the concerns that had been voiced about our
self-sustainability. A proposal recommending the
establishment of a self-sustaining church was then forwarded to the Rietvallei Church Council for discussion and the
decision to go forward was unanimous. This was such an
encouragement to all of us at Reformed Church Tshwane
(RCT)! The convening of a special classis was requested,
which took place on 8 July, where the feasibility of RCT as a
self-governing church again was discussed. Again, the
response in favour of the move was unanimous.
One remarkable thing needs to be highlighted in all of
these proceedings. Once the decision was taken by the
English Commission in May 2019, to move ahead with the
proposed plans, everything else fell into place in rapid
succession. This we regarded as a tangible answer to prayer;
several years beforehand, our church had begun to gather
before the evening service to pray and one of the prevailing
prayers was the provision of a man who could carry the
ministry forward into the future. As Cornelius’ prayers
came “up as a memorial,” so we experienced God’s faithfulness in answering us. A.B. Simpson wrote, “We are called
‘the Lord's remembrancers,’ and are commanded to give
Him no rest, day or night, but to crowd the heavens with
our petitions. And in due time the answer will come with its
accumulated blessings.” Indeed the right time did arrive. A
young man was declared callable by the Seminary in
Potchefstroom who had a heart for English ministry in the
predominantly Afrikaans speaking Reformed Churches of
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South Africa. He had spent a considerable period of his life
in England, which included his primary, secondary and
tertiary studies (in Economics), thus suitably equipping
him for ministry in English. The church council requested
him to preach for us on six consecutive Sundays and the
congregation was suitably persuaded that he was the
Lord’s appointed one.
Things happened rapidly thereafter. Once the deed of
secession was drawn up and approved by representatives
of classis (classis contracta), Reformed Church Tshwane officially seceded from the mother church during a formal
church service at the end of July 2019. The elders and
deacons of the church plant, until then under the auspices
of the mother church, were also reappointed to their respective offices in the fledgling church. After completion of the
formalities, a call was issued to candidate J.C. Potgieter to
be the next pastor of the Reformed Church Tshwane. The
Lord inclined his heart to accept the call and the ordination
service, which I was honoured to perform, took place at the
end of September 2019.
The Lord displayed his faithfulness to us as a church
plant by providing a man when all appeared to us to be lost,
even hopeless. But in the space of three months we moved
from not knowing where we were going to a self-governing
congregation with her own minister. Great is His
faithfulness!
Shortly after this period of intense activity, I experienced
severe chest pain and was diagnosed with myocardial
infarction (clogged blood vessels that supply heart muscle).
On two separate occasions heart catheterisation and angioplasty was performed to unclog the affected vessels. Now,
as I write, I can testify that my health has improved considerably. The cardiologist too gave me a clean bill of health in
December already. My sincere prayer is that the Lord would
spare Sonja and me for a few years still in the service of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

6
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INDONESIA – Interview with
Christina Sihombing
Bernie Pennings
Christina Sihombing has been part of the Sumba mission
post, arriving at the beginning with the Sommers in the role
of translator. She has grown with the project and today is
the Director as well as Chairperson of the Indonesian board
of the mission post.
To learn more about Christina, Bernie and Ina Pennings
interviewed her about her involvement in and calling to this
mission post.
• Tell us a bit about your upbringing and how you
became involved with the Sommers.
Raised in Siantar, North Sumatra, Indonesia, I am the
youngest of four siblings, two of whom have passed on. My
father died when I was seven. Raised by my mother, we
were not rich; however, we did have food, clothing, education and shelter. My mother instilled in us dignity; in part
that meant what you started you also finished. I therefore
studied hard to make mom proud and to do my best in life.
Mom passed on when I was seventeen. I was able to continue studying for some time but did have to stop when there
was no money for school fees. Within a year I started
having some personal problems and blamed the Lord for all
the bad things happening to me. I stopped going to church,
had no prayer life, and overall become depressed.
The night before I was to go back to Medan, as I was out
of town, I was present when Mr. Sommer was meeting with
sponsor children and students. I ended up translating for
many of the kids there.
A friend asked me to come to a youth convention in
Yogya on Java Island. The pastor speaking to the youth told
us that we needed to make a wise investment in our lives.
He told us everything that happens is to make you better for
a reason. The Lord knows and hears everything. The message left a deep impression and all I wanted was to get out
of Medan. I promised the Lord: I don’t care where you lead
me, I will stay there, just that I leave Medan, and I will know
APRIL 2020

that you really exist. Within a month I received a letter
from Mr. Sommer asking if I could come and help in
Sumba. I took this as an answer from the Lord and went
with Mr. and Mrs. Sommer. I was 21 years old at the time.
• When you started with the Sommers at the mission
what were your expectations for your future?
I had no expectations, no dreams. I was just getting out of
Medan.
• When did your thoughts change regarding your
future?
Shortly after coming to Sumba, I was embarrassed by the
poverty and the conditions the people lived in. I had never
been hungry, and all the problems I had seemed so small
when compared to the conditions these people lived in.
Other people came to Sumba to help. All had degrees,
theology, and were well versed in Scripture. I had nothing.
I came to get away from Medan. The Lord brought me here
to teach me. Having a baby die in my arms from malnutrition, while I had never known hunger, changed my whole
point of view on life, and I was only 22 years old.
• In 2013 you married Yanrus. Did Yanrus entering the
picture of the mission change anything for you?
I had prayed that I would find a partner that would help
with the mission. Although there were friends, this friend
had a soft spot in his heart sharing passions similar to
mine. Although Yanrus as a police officer had a post in
Kupang, on the island of Timor, the Lord provided a way
after more than four years that he could come to Sumba as
an officer in a nearby post and we could get married and
be together. With Yanrus now in the picture I can discuss
ideas with him, and we can move forward with the
mission together.
• What do you envision today about your future?
My hope is that suitable people can be found to lead the
various areas of the home and school. I can then extend my
focus in training teachers and others in various schools in
conjunction with the education department of our government. The education department has noticed our higher
levels of academic achievement. This has resulted in being
asked to help other schools by training and supervising
teachers in them. I believe the influence that may be had in
reaching outward may be a witness for the Lord.
• Over the years you have been challenged with some
health issues. How do the health issues impact you in your
involvement with the mission?
The challenges I have faced have caused me to work
harder. I am determined to reach the goals I set out to do.
As my mother taught me, I am to finish what I started.
• The mission has grown, in fact has gone beyond what
anyone expected at the beginning. What are some of the
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challenges and frustrations as well as the joys you
experience today?
To begin with, I wish more could be done. If more children
and schools could be reached by training teachers with a
Gospel focus, the impact could be great.
Some frustrations I deal with are that I often feel many of
the children and staff do not meet the expectations set for
them. Thankfully there are some that do and that is encouraging. I feel the lack of meeting expectations often comes
from the lack of understanding of the vision and mission of
the mission post. I often pray that the children and staff
become convicted by the gospel and then change will come.
It is the heart change that is so necessary. At times I wonder
if the children in the mission have it too good; they have not
experienced the hunger, cruelty and vulnerability others
have, and therefore expect too much. They see it but have
not experienced it. The Lord made this abundantly clear to
me when I left Medan and came to face reality in Sumba.
I have great joy when I see the children living a good life
with food, clothing and shelter. I receive joy when I see children studying eagerly at school, and when people from the
outside can see and say: these children come from Rehoboth.
I have joy when school children are taken to school competitions and the school is known in a positive way and others
come and encourage us to carry on. I am happy to have
raised such a large family, most coming as babies, and
having a large influence as a parent to them. I have great joy
when I see children that were at death’s doorstep and now
are living and being successful in school. When some
children come with great concerns about my condition when
I am sick, it brings joy to my heart knowing they care.
There are times when a child/student grows and
becomes rebellious to the point they must be sent home.
When this happens, I feel I have failed. It makes me wonder
what I did wrong. These are times that lead to more
frustration while we work through the situations.
• As time continues, cultures change, conditions change;
in fact, change is always present. This is true for the mission
as well. From being primarily a care facility for vulnerable
children, to now expanding the mission as an outreach
through education, what are your impressions on how this
all affects the community?
The community has come to accept us positively. As we
open the school to the community, many people want to
send their children here, entrusting us with their children’s
instruction. The village leaders are seeking our input on
matters regarding infrastructure and direction. To me this
indicates the community has noticed and we are being a
positive influence that the community wants to duplicate.
• What is your desire for this mission post?
8

My desire is that many more people and children in the
community and beyond would be blessed with the gospel
and Christian education. We could provide basic training in
computers and literacy, basic life skill courses, as well as
more Bible instruction as an outreach at a community center
for the many who currently do not have such opportunities.
My desire is that we could find more teachers and staff
that feel a genuine calling to minister in this area, not only as
a job till they find something better elsewhere, but out of
concern for the people here.
This mission has provided many with a head knowledge,
but my desire is that the head knowledge would become a
heart-felt conviction. What percentage of our lives are dedicated to the Lord? For many it seems a very small percentage, with most of our concerns and efforts being directed to
ourselves. My desire is that all involved in the mission may
spend their time in the Lord’s service and be happy doing so.
Beginning mid-February 2020, the mission post is going
to three new areas to start Sunday School on Sundays as well
as being available for the local children one time per week.
The purpose of being available one day per week is that the
children are struggling in schools that have very low academic achievements. Extra lessons and one-on-one help doing
assignments will be
offered. Pray that this outreach would be blessed by
the Lord, relationships
may be built, and communities be influenced to seek
the Lord.
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Bible. Please pray for God’s blessing on these weekly
lessons out of His Word!
In addition to the weekly Bible lessons on Sundays, we
also seek to build positive relationships with our kids
through various outings on Saturdays. Typical outings
include a trip to a local animal park, an afternoon at a farm
where the kids were able to go on a hayride, gym days
where we play basketball and other sports with the kids,
and bowling. Outings provide a unique opportunity to
spend time together in a less formal setting. Many of these
children come from difficult family situations and crave
positive attention from adults. Please pray for all of our
volunteers as they seek to be positive influences and
witnesses for Christ in these children’s lives.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Church of Grand Rapids,
Michigan – Sunday School Outreach
Phil Bleeker
Every Sunday afternoon, our church basement here in
Grand Rapids teems with the sound of energetic children
who have come to attend Sunday School. The primary goal
of this ministry is to reach out to children from inner city
families in the Grand Rapids area. Our kids come from a
wide variety of family and cultural backgrounds. A typical
day at Sunday school begins with volunteer drivers picking
up children from various neighborhoods around the city.
Once they arrive at church, they head downstairs and pick
up a name tag at the front desk and head into what we
affectionately call “the big room”. When most have arrived,
we begin with about 15 minutes of singing various children’s religious songs and hymns, followed by working on
our monthly Bible memory verse. After singing, one of our
volunteers opens with a short devotional and prayer to
introduce the lesson of the day before the children head to
their various classes. Our kids range in age from 4-15 years
old and are split into classes according to age. We currently
have about 10 classes serving a total of 35-50 kids per week
on average. A Bible story is told in each class every week,
with the content and lessons drawn from that story tailored
to each specific age level. We just finished studying Elijah
and Elisha as we work our way chronologically through the
APRIL 2020
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
A Living Sacrifice
Kevin Ash
As far as church outreach, “in-reach,” and mission work
efforts in general are concerned, we are all familiar with
how Paul exhorts every true Christian to serve: “I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1-2). Given
this call to service, and realizing that it only represents what
our reasonable response to the abundant love of God should
be, why do we find it so difficult to totally offer ourselves in
the smoke and fire of self-sacrifice to God?
One writer diagnoses the problem quite bluntly when he
considers this call and fans away some of the obscuring
smoke, and says, “The problem with a living sacrifice is that
it keeps crawling off the altar.” Indeed, our issue seems to be
that as Christians we are not as committed as we should be
to the service of God and of others. And what exactly is
holding us back from a larger commitment to such service?
Perhaps in searching for an answer, we need to take a
closer look at the only Example we have of One who successfully achieved this high and holy goal: “Let us run with
patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb.
12:1b-2). Christ never drew back from the coming cross.
Even though He was fully cognizant of the trauma that
awaited Him, “when the time was come that He should be
received up, He stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem”
(Luke 9:51). Still, even with such evident resolve, Jesus fully
understood the enormity of the required sacrifice. In facing
it, there was holy reason that He wrestled in the Garden,
where His “sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground” and He prayed, “O my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I
will, but as Thou wilt” (Luke 22:42; Matt. 26:42).
What, then, kept Christ on the altar-cross as a living
sacrifice? Certainly, it was not some power beyond His
control that held Him there involuntarily. Instead Christ
offered Himself freely out of love for His own. Only His
divine, dimensionless love held Him in the fires of such
affliction. “Having loved His own which were in the world,
He loved them unto the end” (John 13:1).
In comparison, our problem is that we are far too prone
to recoil from things that are contrary to our flesh. Our
innate desire is for safety, predictability, and comfort.
Regarding such an outlook, JC Ryle said, “There is a common worldly kind of Christianity in this day, which many
10

have, and think they have enough – a cheap Christianity
which offends nobody, and requires no sacrifice – which
costs nothing, and is worth nothing.” In contrast to such an
approach to Christian service, Jesus declares: “Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends” (John 15:13). Now this is not some “medal-winning,
jump-on-a-hand-grenade-heroics” kind of physical death,
but a daily, ongoing, self-sacrificing service to God and to
others in which we basically die to self. This is what Dietrich
Bonhoeffer (no stranger to trial himself) was referring to
when he said, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come
and die.” Christ bids him come and die to his self-righteousness, to his self-centeredness, to his self-serving ways.
Again, think of Christ and how He demonstrated His
love. In the upper room, at “the Passover, when Jesus knew
that His hour was come that He should depart out of this
world unto the Father … Jesus knowing that the Father had
given all things into His hands, and that He was come from
God, and went to God, He riseth from supper, and laid aside
His garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.” Here
Christ, fully realizing that “all power [was] given unto [Him]
in heaven and in earth,” turns and takes, not a sword or a
scepter, but a towel, and serves in the lowest possible
capacity, first as a foot-washing servant, and then as a soulwashing Substitute (John 13:1, 3, 4; Matt. 28:18).
In light of such a selfless Example, let us also then seek to
be more committed to the high service of God and of others,
especially in mission work with all of its varied aspects at
home, in society, and in our church outreaches. Let us “walk
in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling
savour” (Eph. 5:2). In the words of Thomas Watson, “It is not
how much we do but how much we love. If a servant does
not do his work willingly and out of love, it is not acceptable…To do duty without love is not sacrifice but penance.”
Plymouth Reformed Church, Plymouth
Wisconsin – Evangelism
Rev. Michael Fintelman

evan·ge·lism | \ i-ˈvan-jə-ˌli-zəm
Various dictionaries define evangelism as follows: In
Christianity, evangelism is the commitment to or act of proclaiming the Gospel with the intention of spreading the message and
teachings of Jesus Christ. Although the term evangelism is not
actually found in the Bible, this definition fairly and
accurately summarizes the New Testament teaching of the
“what” of evangelism.
In our small but unified Church in Plymouth Wisconsin
we are committed to evangelism, as I trust every serious
Christian reading this is as well. However, every such
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Christian struggles with the “how” of evangelism. In other
words, how do we actually go about sharing the truth of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ with others? How does the definition
on paper translate into practice in the real world?
Peter, who was both an apostle of Jesus Christ and an
evangelist, gives us some insight regarding this aspect of
evangelism when he writes, “sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and
fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
Peter’s letter is very applicable to the Church today
because it was written in a time when the Church was facing many of the same challenges the Church is confronted
with today. There was persecution and opposition to the
Gospel. Liberalism abounded then as it does today. All these
things were a trial of their faith (1 Peter 1:7).
As Peter by the Spirit’s direction gives guidance to the
scattered churches, it is interesting and clear in this verse
that he expects non-Christians to be asking questions to
Christians about their faith. This may be shocking to our
21st century way of thinking about evangelism. Almost
every modern evangelism book and pamphlet written today
is based on the opposite premise! In other words, most guidance today regarding evangelism begins by asking: How do
Christians ask questions to non-Christians about spiritual
matters? That is, how do we initiate and engage in dialogue
with unbelievers about eternal things? Then varied biblical
guidance is given. It is true that there are certain things we
should learn to ask, or not to ask, in the course of
evangelism. However, the situation in the early New
Testament Church begs the question: Why did nonChristians question Christians about their faith?
If you read through this letter, the answer soon becomes
self-evident. It was because the whole of their lives testified
to the Savior they served. Christians then, as we should
today, “sanctified the Lord in their hearts.” Christians were
wholly different than those who were not Christians. They
lived sanctified lives, that is, apart unto the Lord. They did
not try to fit into the sinful lifestyle and immoral culture of
those around them. They no doubt became all things unto
all men that some might be saved (1 Cor. 9:22), but they
lived lives that clearly and unashamedly reflected the great
God whom they served. It was not just a “veneer lifestyle.”
This was deep within them. Peter writes, “sanctify the Lord
God in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15). It is clear that many
Christians lived thoroughly godly lives.
So their very lifestyle evoked questions about their faith.
Is that true for us as well? Can our neighbor observe from
our lifestyle and hear in our communication that we sincerely serve a God Who is not of this world? To put it in
APRIL 2020

hunting terms: Are we wearing camouflage to blend into
our surrounding society, or are we safely bearing the
unmistakable colors of the Gospel? When we humbly
express with the whole of our lives that we are followers of
Jesus Christ, this opens up dialogue opportunities to
engage in Gospel evangelism.
So what does this evangelism involve? Peter details a
couple of things. First, there is testimony. We are to give an
answer, a defense, an explanation of the hope within us.
This is not in the first place our salvation story. Rather, it is
the hope of the Gospel that is part of us. It is “in you” he
says. We are called to share the truth of Jesus Christ with
words-- in a clear, reasoned, heartfelt way. In other words,
it is not so much about “evangelism techniques” as it is
about “evangelism testimony” of the truth of Christ and
His Gospel. Peter is saying: Give a clear, reasoned explanation
of the hope of the Gospel which is founded on Jesus Christ-- a
truth that is experienced in your very heart.
Secondly, Peter instructs us to share this in a manner
fitting of the Gospel message. Do it with meekness, not with a
military intent and attitude to “take the enemy down.”
Furthermore, share the Gospel with the tone of godly fear,
or reverence and respect, he writes. When we love the
Lord, this includes honor towards Him. That respect
should also by extension be shown to those-- made in the
image of God-- to whom we are speaking. We must not
have such an offensive and belligerent tone that people
can’t bear to listen to the Gospel message coming out of
our mouth! Both the content of our message and the tone
in which we speak it should reflect the sweet savor of our
beautiful Redeemer as we share His Gospel.
What is the outcome of such evangelism? First, we may
experience a sense of gratitude that we’ve shared the
Gospel, which Peter says is both good (v. 13), and an act of
well doing (v. 17). Second, we have no need to be afraid (v.
14). God will bless His own Word and take care of those
who carry it forward. Third, we can rest at night with a
clear conscience (v. 16). Lastly, verses 13 and 16 suggest we
might be persecuted even as we share the Gospel, but that
is alright because Jesus said, “Blessed are they which are
persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you” (Matt. 5:10-12).
Are we wisely engaging in such New Testament
evangelism? Let us both live well and speak well for this
wonderful Savior to the praise of His glorious name! This
is the way His Kingdom is promoted.
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Grand Rapids Senior and Young Adults Youth Group

Wednesday Bible Study-growing with a few new attendees

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Grand Rapids Youth Group – Racheal Nijsse
The Senior, Junior, and Young Adult Grand Rapids HRC
youth group is made up of approximately fifty young people aged 13-21 years old, who meet at least twice a month
for topics and activities. Several of these events have been:
assembling care packages for our members in the military,
visiting the elderly in our church, hosting a fundraising
dessert social, and interacting with the neighborhood
Sunday School through day trips and gym nights. A few
additional recreational activities were: a mall scavenger
hunt, YMCA nights and bonfires, and notable highlights
such as hosting the HRC Youth Camp, and a day trip to
Mackinac Island. Our Senior and Young Adult youth also
enjoy hosting and attending the West Michigan
Conservative Reformed Young Adults Singalongs, where
over three hundred youth meet at local, experientially
reformed churches to praise God through song.
Our young people are daily confronted with worldly
pressures and opposition. In order to combat these
influences, the youth meet monthly in small groups to
discuss the Bible study, “Daniel: Faith Enduring Through
Adversity.” By taking an in depth look at the life of Daniel
and the world he lived in, our circumstances fall into
perspective, and the youth can talk freely with their
groupmates about their personal struggles. This enables
their peers to share their insights and advice, thereby
strengthening the Christian bond and faith of all involved.
To God be the glory!
“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for
He is faithful that promised). And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and good works: Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”
Heb. 10:23-25
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Youth Group Bible Study

Youth Group Elderly Dinner

MISSION FINANCES
Rob Koppert and James van den Brink

Dear Friends and Supporters of our Mission Work:
Presented here is our current financial statement. We thank God
for the means He has given us through you, our supporters, to
continue our mission endeavours.
We are very thankful for all your support, as we have been able
to meet our commitments so far for the year. We give praise to
our God for his blessings.
Please remember the Mission Committee, missionaries and our
mission endeavours in your prayers and in your financial giving,
also as we explore further opportunities to fulfill our mandate in
spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through this dark world. Thank you.
We also ask that you consider the Domestic outreach efforts
(DOC). We are supporting a number of Pastors in new or smaller congregations. Currently the DOC funds are running quite
low and we only have enough to cover the next 2-3 months. We
ask for your prayerful consideration of this fund and seek for
your support, giving as you are able.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Bernie Pennings Birthday – April 3
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Dr. Brian and Lanae DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Bernie & Ina Pennings Anniversary – May 6

Grand Rapids Youth Group Sunday School Youth Day

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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God’s Words to Thee are Spoken
God’s words to thee are spoken:
Go forth, the fields to reap;
His promise is His token
That He thy soul will keep.
Heed not what voice may call thee,
Turn not one hour aside;
Though world and flesh entice thee,
Do thou in Christ confide.
He calls; why shouldst thou linger?
The harvest fields are white;
Should doubt or danger hinder,
Walk thou in God’s own light.
Go where and when He sends thee;
His will seek thou to know;
Thy God will ever lead thee,
And every step will show.
To all who go, obeying,
Rich promises He gives;
All needed strength conveying,
From Him who ever lives.
Thy way is straight before thee;
The gates are all unbarred;
While mighty love impels thee,
No pathway will be hard.
Go where the lost are dying,
Because of guilt and sin;
Go, on love’s pinions flying,
For Christ the world to win.
His grace will e’er sustain thee,
His strength shall thee enshrine;
No foe shall e’er o’erwhelm thee,
While Christ the Lord is thine.
Ernest G. Wesley
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