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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Attendance Being Taken at Sunday School in Sumba, Indonesia
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MEDITATION
Abrahamic Blessing on the Gentiles
Through Jesus Christ
Rev. Bart Elshout

truth: The Living Word was made the curse of His written
Word! This reminds us of the inexpressible mystery Luther
tried to express in these words, “God forsaken of God.”
No wonder the full wrath of God came down upon
Christ’s head. Being the curse in the flesh, the Father has to
unleash the full fury of His provoked Being upon His
beloved Son. Why did the Father do so, and why did the
Son willingly become the curse in our stead? So that we, the
Gentiles, might become the recipients of His blessing—so
that we can be justified by faith and be reconciled with God.
Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable Gift!
This blessing will continue to come upon the Gentiles—
upon a people that do not know God. It is God's eternal
purpose that it should be so. To that end He stirs up His
church to preach the gospel to the very ends of the earth, so
that the nations of the earth may hear of the only Name
given under heaven whereby they must be saved. It is by
means of that ministry that it pleases God, by His Spirit, to
lead sinners to exercise faith in His Son—a faith that will
justify the Gentiles also today.
And thus sinners will continue to become partakers of
the blessing of Abraham until Christ returns. May God
continue to stir us up to preach the gospel to a perishing
world, so that many more may become partakers of the
blessing of Abraham through Jesus Christ who was made a
curse for us.

That the blessing of Abraham might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus Christ. Galatians
3:14
The apostle Paul here reminds the
Galatians that they, and other Gentiles,
have become the recipients of the blessing
of Abraham. What exactly is this blessing
of Abraham? The answer is found in verses
8-9: “And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify
the heathen through faith, preached before the gospel unto
Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. So then
they which be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham.”
The blessing to which the apostle is obviously referring
was the blessing of justification by faith. He is saying here
that those Gentiles who do believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
shall be blessed in identical fashion as faithful Abraham was
blessed. And concerning Abraham we read in simple and yet
most profound language: “And he believed in the LORD;
and he counted it to him for righteousness” (Gen. 15:6; cf.
Rom. 4:3, James 2:23)
And thus in response to his Spirit-wrought faith, God
constituted and declared Abraham righteous. Though a
EDITORIAL
sinner, God considered Abraham as righteous because of the
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imputed righteousness of His great Son, the Lord Jesus
James Beeke
Christ. As a result, Abraham was reconciled with God and
“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the
had peace with God (Rom. 5:1). How blessed he was indeed!
everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
Our text tells us, however, that this blessing would also
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and
be the portion of the Gentiles through Jesus Christ. And
kindred, and tongue, and people” (Rev. 14:6).
indeed, wherever sinners respond to the gospel by believing
Tucked
in between the blasphemous beasts
in the Lord Jesus Christ, they shall be justified—they shall be
with their ungodly rule and persecuting
blessed with God's favor and fellowship.
power in Revelation 13, and prior to the
But how is it possible that ungodly Gentiles—and for that
great
fall of Babylon in chapter 14:8, we
matter any sinners—can be the recipients of divine blessing,
find the verse quoted above. The everlasting gospel will be
when in this same chapter we read, “Cursed is every one
preached across the entire world. How amazing! Despite all
that continueth not in all things which are written in the
opposition
of sin, world and Satan, the preaching of the
book of the law to do them” (Gal. 3:10)? The answer is found
everlasting gospel goes forward. Yes, to every nation,
in the verse preceding our text: “Christ hath redeemed us
kindred, tongue and people.
from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” Christ,
We may observe the truth of this today. In fact, God is
as Mediator, was subjected to the curse of the law in order
granting us, as a small HRC denomination, to serve a role in
that sinners, utterly worthy of that curse, might instead be
His great plan of salvation. Our denominational mission
the recipients of God's blessing and favor.
work is training pastors to preach the everlasting gospel
However, we must go a step further. Not only was Christ
across the globe. We are working in:
subjected to this curse by hanging on the accursed cross, but
• Africa – We work with Mukhanyo Theological College
our text says that He was made a curse! In other words,
in South Africa training pastors to preach the
Christ, the Living Word, became the embodiment of the
everlasting gospel in Africa. We provide our missionary
curse recorded in His written Word. What an astounding
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pastor, Dr. Brian DeVries, to serve as principal and
lecturer there. We also provide funding for one
additional full-time lecturer at MTC.
• Brazil – We work with Martin Bucer Seminary in Sao
Paulo training pastors to preach the everlasting gospel
in Brazil and South America. The Seminary selects one
of its professors to obtain his doctorate at PRTS to
return and provide leadership at Martin Bucer
Seminary to better train pastors there.
• China – We work in a similar fashion with China
Reformed Theological Seminary in Taipei to enhance
their training of pastors to preach the everlasting gospel
in China and Asia.
• Egypt – We work with Alexandria Theological College
in Alexandria in a similar way to strengthen their
training of pastors to preach the everlasting gospel in
Egypt and the Middle East.
How amazing! Despite all the turmoil in the world:
COVID-19, economic upheavals, wars and rumors of wars,
persecutions of Christians, anti-biblical laws, ungodly court
rulings, and much more, what do we witness? The
everlasting gospel being preached to more and more
nations, kindreds, tongues and peoples across the world.
All is unfolding just as God said it would. All is in God’s
plan. What a comfort it is to rest in this truth!
And what else is amazing? God is calling and using us,
our small HRC denomination, our mission committee and
our seminary, to serve a role in His great and eternal plan of
salvation by helping to train pastors to preach the everlasting gospel to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and
people.
Let these truths encourage us. This work is not our work.
The HRC is not our church. PRTS is not our seminary. They
are God’s. And God is using us to fill a small role in His
great eternal plan of redemption, just as he said He would
in His Word. All honor and glory be to our almighty God
and His amazing grace!

Following the Bible lesson taught in our
Bibles in Sumba, Indonesia
2

MISSION UPDATES
SOUTH AFRICA –
Mukhanyo News
Dr. Brian DeVries

Locked-down but on-going
Yes, Mukhanyo, like all other educational facilities had to
close down at the end of March. But this did not and does
not mean that Mukhanyo’s work came to a standstill.
However, some things had to change quite drastically.
Mutatis mutandis!
The staff had to work harder than ever to manage,
motivate, arrange and administer, all from home. This
apparently was done quite successfully.
But how did the lecturers continue teaching their students
(and still do)? And did the lockdown enable them to get
involved in other ways also?
Most lecturers were able to catch up with some of the
work which was in arrears or had been neglected. And many
became involved in helping needy families as well as attending to pastoral issues, also in respect to their students. Many
also had time for longer devotions and spiritual growth,
learning new skills and/or upgrading technology and other
skills. Here are some reports from several Mukhanyo
lecturers (very summarised).
Rev. Tebogo Mogale reports that he was able to keep in
touch with his students via emails, WhatsApp and phone
calls. He restructured his pastoral theology module and also
submitted an overdue module for the Focus programme.
Dr. Gerrit Heino emailed students a detailed overview of
the pages of the textbook as well as 87 exam questions to be
studied. He is busy with a lot of marking and with
curriculum development for a number of modules. He and
his wife also started fundraising in The Netherlands for
needy households in and around Pretoria.
Mrs. Amanda Nel continued to develop second semester
study guides. Some modules were at the last stage of formatting which requires time consuming word-for-word
reading and checking. She is also able to keep in contact with
her students.
Rev. Paul Mahlangu had to read up about the role of
women in the church because the topic was discussed in the
classis. Problems with digital data made it difficult to work
with the fulltime students. Distance students were doing
better and they submitted assignments as Rev Paul could
guide them both from their study guides and with some
WhatsApp discussions. He is busy marking assignments and
preparing lectures.
Dr. Bryson Arthur contracted bronchitis soon after the
beginning of the lockdown. Now he is healthy again and his
Glad Tidings
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online lectures have been successful. Copies of his new book
A Theology of Suffering arrived from England, but remains
locked-down.
Mr. Jacques Malan was forced to learn to use digital
methods like recording voice clips from his laptop and
sending them by WhatsApp. He also prepared a new Focus
module, including the study guide, the question bank and
the assignment instructions.
Dr. Greg Philip was able to prepare his exam papers and
memoranda. He prompted his students with emails and
WhatsApp messages, telling them what they could still do
and sending them resources. He set up a YouTube account
and started recording and uploading video lectures for his
students. It was a challenge and an interesting learning
curve. He even made his own wooden lectern!
Rev. Glyn Williams’ mother-in-law passed away two
days before lockdown after a five-year battle with cancer.
Dealing with her estate was a challenge. However, he was
able to catch up on several projects, including writing material for two of the new higher certificate modules, and
updating forms, documents and procedures for distance
groups. He also started to prepare a distance tutor training
programme and commenced research studies for his MTh
degree.
Dr. Eben le Roux reports that he had a lovely, chaotic time
with three daughters needing guidance with their schoolwork, entertaining his disruptive 4-year old and a teacherwife who had to teach to 55 kids online. When contacting his
students, the problem of suffering became a reality to him.
He is thankful for Mukhanyo’s strong teamwork, collective
wisdom and committed leadership.
Unfortunately about a third of all Mukhanyo’s
campus-based students are at home in areas with limited
network and connectivity issues. So we often had to use
more unconventional “online” tools to work with them so
that they can complete the semester.
As one lecturer concluded: “Despite everything, God has
remained faithful and has continued to provide in many
ways, physical and spiritual. Soli Deo Gloria.”

Without many formalities, the orientation programme
was completed in January and lectures started. An open
day is planned for later in the year, once everything has
been arranged and is running smoothly.
Of course funding had to be found. But our Lord
provides and He has done so once again. The Pharus
Foundation in the Netherlands (through De Verre Naaste)
will be funding a major part of the Centre’s budget for the
next three years.
Some background
Durban is the third largest city in South Africa, with a
population of nearly four million people. Yet despite its
size, there are few theological institutions in the city, and
certainly none that are Reformed. Pentecostalism and
prosperity-type churches dominate the city. There is
therefore a big need for quality, biblically-orthodox, gospelcentred theological education to serve the churches of
Durban and beyond.
The present venue is the church building and amenities
of the Gereformeerde Kerk in Pinetown, some 20 kilometres
from the Durban city centre. Pinetown is very central in the
Durban metropolitan area, and easily accessible to most
residents of the city.
The parsonage can be converted into a campus, while the
Gereformeerde Kerk Pinetown continues to use the church
hall for services and other activities. There is plenty of space
(and parking facilities) for growth.
Students are from diverse church backgrounds including
Baptist, Pentecostal, Charismatic and Reformed churches.
The modules are fully biblical in character and content. In
the first semester the following modules are being taught:
Greek 1, Story of the Bible, Books of Moses, Synoptic
Gospels and Acts, and Theology of Missions.
The potential
Rev Antonio Coppola is the manager of the Durban
centre. He worked for the Anglican Church for nine years,
then studied at Westminster Seminary California from 2014
to 2017. He has a passion to see biblically-orthodox theological education taught across Africa and to see Reformed,
gospel-centred churches being planted in Durban and
throughout South Africa. He is currently also engaged in
planting the Covenant Waterfall Presbyterian Church in
Durban.
The potential impact of Mukhanyo’s Durban Centre is
huge. Because of the lack of theological institutions in the
city, Mukhanyo has the potential to be the institution of
choice for local and regional theological study.
Let us all pray that Mukhanyo will have a significant
impact on the churches of Durban by providing training
that would produce biblically sound pastors who are

The Durban Centre begins
Note: This article was written just before the lockdown started in
March. While many things have been delayed, Mukhanyo’s plans
and vision for the greater Durban area remains strong and
committed and, by God’s grace, will continue to develop.
A year ago, it was an idea. Soon it became an initiative.
Late last year it became a possibility. A centre manager was
provisionally appointed to start doing preparatory work.
And, believe it or not, in January 2020 the centre got going
with eleven BTh students and three part-time lecturers. Our
Father in heaven blessed all the work!
AUGUST 2020
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passionate to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Outside the Durban Campus

Some Durban students with their lecturers

The main classroom at the Durban campus

SOUTH AFRICA
Nakekela and Lockdown
Dr. Sonja Miskin
It was early in March that international news channels
broadcasting the severity of COVID-19 infections and
deaths in Europe after first appearing in China started to
cause alarm in South Africa. So swift was the progression of
this virus and the media storm around it, that we realized it
4

was coming our way fast. The first documented cases in
South Africa were found a few days later, and fear of it
resulted in total lockdown of our entire society a week later.
An unpredictable event... and a shock to all our citizens. It’s
one thing for this to occur in a well-ordered developed
country and quite another in a rural community with poor
infrastructure and resources, unsure food supplies, no water,
sporadic electricity and winter on the doorstep. We only had
a few days in which to send patients home before we had to
lock Nakekela’s door and all go home ourselves to wait...
while the military forces, traffic law enforcement and police
patrolled the streets and set up road blocks to prevent
movement of the people. The Lord’s Word alone can calm
His people at such times.
Very sure was our comfort: Psalm 46:1-3. He alone is a
very present help in trouble. Our eyes of faith were forced
toward heaven. So great is our God’s compassion and mercy
that before we knew rightly how or what to pray His help
started arriving. Within a matter of days we received
financial support from individual people, Side by Side
Ministry in Chilliwack, HRC Grand Rapids as well as from
Word and Deed in North America, DVN in the Netherlands
and Masibambisane. This greatly enabled us to provide
emergency groceries, water, electricity vouchers, medication,
winter clothing, disinfectant, hand sanitizer and protective
equipment among other things to many people and households. The staff scurried about like industrious ants...
cleaning and disinfecting and packing and storing and
driving and delivering, often late into the night, making the
most of the window of opportunity given. Were we afraid?
Certainly. Were we anxious? Most definitely. Did we feel as if
the foundations were being shaken? Absolutely.
But time and time again the wonderful refrain would
remind us from Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth!” Christians responded in various ways, many with
selfless service: households kept prayer meetings,
individuals encouraged one another through the social
media, biblical sound advice was given, devotional messages were sent far and wide, medical emergency care was
given at home to individuals, all motivated by the Gospel
opportunity this pandemic had caused. Wonderful chances
for discussion and prayer opened up as the Kingdom of our
Lord Jesus grew at the same time as the kingdoms of the
earth were being badly shaken. The cold wind reminding us
of judgement blew, and turned out to be a wind of personal
revival and refreshing for many.
The trial, however is proving to be ongoing. The initial
severe lockdown lasted six weeks and our government is
phasing in a gradual return to almost normal. We have
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another six weeks to go yet with much of winter lying as an
icy blanket still ahead. Nakekela was able to resume admissions of patients but under restrictions enforced by the
Health Department. This was no easy matter because basic
items like handheld temperature thermometers, masks,
gloves, strong sanitizer and protective clothing were just
simply nowhere to be acquired. Screening of patients is on a
very basic level as we have no access to COVID test kits.
Home Based Care needs to continue and we have no idea as
to COVID prevalence in our area. It’s the closest we have
come as a ministry to working under an ominous dark cloud
threatening all of us, knowing we do not war here against
flesh and blood but against unseen enemies as described in
Ephesians 6:12. Our only help and defence is the Lord Who
has called us to this work and Who alone can make us stand
in this evil day; and so, we return again to Psalm 46 in which
God’s people can declare: The LORD of hosts is with us; the
God of Jacob is our fortress... followed by a Selah... which
forces us to calmly think about all that God says.

Holding Children’s Support Group during COVID-19

Food
parcel
distribution

COVID-19 screening at the front door

INDONESIA
Sumba Mission Sunday
School Program
Bernie Pennings
Dr. Sonja Miskin doing a devotion with the
Home Based Care Team
AUGUST 2020

How does a mission move on with its purpose to reach all
people without starting a new mission, especially as
Glad Tidings
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resources always seem to be limited? Have you had this
question or a similar one? This question has been the subject of many books, theories, thoughts, and discussions in
committees and mission boards. But in a practical way on
the mission field, how is this accomplished?
It is an accepted fact that there are no two mission fields
alike. There are diverse cultures, economic situations and
opportunities. Differences in supporters and their thoughts
and expectations, committees and boards add to mission
complexity.
In this brief article I would like to take you to Sumba to
see what is being done in just one part of the mission, the
Sunday School program.
When the Sommers first arrived in Sumba and the
mission was initiated, the spiritual aspect was considered
the most important part of the ministry. Besides bringing
the Word of God, the Sommers set up a Sunday School
program for all the children to attend. Not only did the
program bring the Word of God to the children of the newly
established Children’s Home, it also became an avenue to
reach out to parents, have an impact during extreme times
of need like the hunger season through which food could be
distributed, and also influence the community through the
special Christmas program put on each year.
Over the years the Sunday School has become a
well-established part of the mission. Last year the local
church received a new pastor. This pastor has been quite
pro-active in the church, stepping up and taking charge of
the spiritual aspect, especially within the church. The mission welcomed this and worked with the church so that the
church’s administration would take charge of the Sunday
School. Questions quickly arose. Will the program stay
exactly as it is? Probably not. What will the community
think about this change? The community needs to be
educated that the church has the mandate to be the
spiritual leaders. Time will tell how this will work, but we
are prepared to work with the church in educating the local
people that this is the biblical way.
The leaders of the mission reconsidered what their purpose was and decided to reach outward by evangelising
through a similar Sunday School program beyond the local
community. I was excited when the leadership approached
me about this, as this is now their idea and fits well with the
purpose and mandate of the mission. Inquiries, contacts,
and arrangements were made to start a Sunday School in
three areas. The following gives you a description of the
actual events of the first weeks as the new programs were
started:
February 2, 2020. This is the last day the Home oversees
the Sunday School program at the local church. Next week
6

the church takes over the coordination and supervision of
the program. The children of the Home will continue to
attend this Sunday School program.
On February 9 when we (Bernie, Ina, and Daniel) woke
up, it was raining hard and it had rained all night. There
were streams and large pools of water everywhere throughout the laneways and paths. In times like this the locals
always stay put and wait out the rain. Hence the church had
already cancelled the Sunday School for the day. A Sunday
School session was held at the Home for the children who
live there.
This rainy day was also the starting date for the new programs in three other areas. Earlier in the week, arrangements
had been made with a pastor in Mangacu-api to start a
Sunday School in that area at the local community centre
beginning this Sunday. Mangacu-api is approximately 7 km
west of TanaMbanas. Keeping the arrangements that had
been made, we, along with some staff and children, went to
that area to conduct Sunday School. We had no idea what to
expect. We were not disappointed. Even though it was
raining, 32 children, many drenched by the rain, arrived to
hear a Bible story and to sing songs. One of the boys in grade
seven who had just started attending Rehoboth School (the
mission school) comes from the area. He was a key
individual for connecting with families of his friends,
encouraging them to come to the Sunday School. It was not
long before we realized this area is very poorly educated and
the poverty is extreme. Of the 32 children, only a handful
could read the Bible. These children are in a school system
sponsored by the government. The needs and opportunities
in this area are huge. After closing with prayer, each child
received a biscuit and a candy before heading for home.
At 2:30 in the afternoon, two more Sunday School
programs were held, this time on the front porch of village
homes. The first was in Pelendi, about 3 km west of
TanaMbanas. That is the home of the driver often engaged
by the Home to get necessary supplies and to transport
persons to the clinic or hospital when needed. Forty-six
children came to this program. Although more children
could read than in the previous village and the children
knew more songs, it was clear that education among them
was still less than what it should be.
The third Sunday School program was held on the front
porch of a home in Palawacu, just east of TanaMbanas, and
within walking distance of the Home. Thirty children were
present. Since this program was held at the same time as the
one in Pelendi, we were unable to attend.
In all three locations the same format was used. At least
three staff members and several children from the Home
attended. The staff taught and kept order among the
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children. The children from the Home interacted with the
participants to help them feel comfortable and to be an
example by helping during the activities. When some children arrive, the singing starts with songs they know and
then new songs are introduced. When sufficient numbers
are present, the children are invited to the front in groups to
sing together. There is prayer, but many have to be taught
how to pray. There is also Scripture reading, telling a Bible
story, more singing, and a closing prayer, after which each
child is given a biscuit or bun and a candy for on their way
home. The programs usually last about an hour and a half.
On February 16 we arrive in Mangacu-api at 6:45 a.m.
with 5 teachers and 12 children to an open community
center waiting for us. As the teachers and a few students
help set up chairs and prepare the space for Sunday School,
others go into the community to inform the residents that
we are again having Sunday School. It is not long before we
have 37 children present, 12 of them for first time. Although
there were a few younger tag-along-siblings, most of the
children were between the ages of 5 and 14. At Pelendi, 49
children came.
The children enjoy this time together. It gives them a
time to socialise with friends, an opportunity to hear and
interact with others outside their immediate community
and, most importantly, an opportunity to hear what God
says in His Word and to worship Him with the singing of
songs and going to Him in prayer.
After two weeks the teachers see opportunities. The
education levels are so low especially in the hills and countryside. The children just do not seem to have learning
opportunities. Children in the upper elementary grades are
not even able to read or do simple math, keeping them from
opportunities that would allow them to improve economically and in their family and community situations. The
hope to receive better nutrition, to eliminate hunger during
the non-producing seasons, and to care for all the family
needs is beyond them. This situation, along with their
spiritual emptiness, has these people stuck in survival mode
from generation to generation. Recognizing the great needs
there, the teaching staff volunteered to set up extra-class
help for these children to supplement their learning through
the week. This is done with Bible instruction at the same
time. I hope to focus more on this in the next issue.
The programs continued each week till the Corona virus
pandemic stopped all public gatherings. We pray that once
the government lifts the restrictions, the Sunday School programs may be restarted. Contact has been maintained as the
teachers keep providing extra class instruction, using social
distancing and masks to help prevent the spread of the
virus. I hope to have more on this also in the next article.
AUGUST 2020

The Lord is opening doors and the mission is responding. ”Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come
unto me: for of such
is the kingdom of
heaven.” Matt 19:14
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Children come to
Sunday School with
younger siblings

Learning new action Bible songs

A teacher telling the Bible story

Listening to the Bible story
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included a snack and craft in the church basement, and
outdoor games.
On the last evening of VBS, the children visited the
long-term care center in Hull and presented a short program
with everything they learned. Following that, the children
interacted with the residents; the elderly’s smiles made it
obvious how much they treasured the presence of children.
During the week, donations of non-perishable food items
were collected for the food bank with Love, Inc. of Rock
Valley, IA.
We pray that the Vacation Bible School experience will
plant the seed of faith in the young lives and tender years of
each one attending. Eccl. 12:1 - “Remember now thy Creator in
the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not.”

Some children read the scripture passages

Learning to pray

All the children receive a snack

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation, Hull, Iowa
Vacation Bible School
Annette Maggert
Each year the Hull congregation offers Vacation Bible School
to the young children of the church, and to their extended
family, friends and children in the community. In 2019 the
three-day event was held in the evening. The VBS theme
was The Ten Commandments, and Bible lessons were taught
by Pastor Elshout. The lessons focused on each of the Ten
Commandments and the life of Christ and how He fulfills
that Commandment. The children gathered in the sanctuary
for the Bible lesson, scripture reading, reciting memory
verses, and singing various songs and Psalters. The last hour
8
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Vacation Bible School Crafts

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
“Ought Not Christ…?”
Kevin Ash
Our Lord Jesus Christ was obviously misunderstood during much of His earthly
ministry. Though the Old Testament spoke
repeatedly in prophecy and in typology
about what the Messiah would experience,
how often Jesus had to redirect His followers regarding who He actually was (and is)
and what He was called to be and do!
The apostle Peter was one of the first to recognize Jesus
as both Messiah and God when he answered Christ’s question, “But whom say ye that I am?” In a bold, revolutionary
pronouncement, Simon Peter confessed, “Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God,” (Matt. 16). Jesus blesses
this confession, and, recognizing that His disciples have
mastered that first great lesson, He immediately builds on it,
moving into deeper waters: “From that time forth began
Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the
third day.” Yet this next lesson did not go down so
smoothly: “Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him,
saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee.”
Peter, and perhaps the other disciples as well, recoils at
the thought that their long-awaited Messiah would not have
AUGUST 2020

a lengthy and illustrious reign like His forebearer, King
David. He fully expects that the Messiah will restore Israel
to her former glory. Why, had not Mary been told by the
angel Gabriel, “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus.
He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his
father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end”? (Luke 1:
31-33)
Yet, here is Jesus Himself denying that this was to be His
path. In fact, Jesus turns and says to Peter, “Get thee behind
me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for thou savourest
not the things that be of God, but those that be of men”!
And immediately following that, “Then said Jesus unto his
disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose
his life for my sake shall find it,” (Matt. 16).
Indeed, we see many both then and now struggling to
comprehend and accept Jesus’ Messiahship. As He
continued to elaborate on His role as the sacrifice of God,
“from that time many of his disciples went back, and
walked no more with him” (John 6:66). Regardless, Jesus
pressed on saying, “And blessed is he, whosoever shall not
be offended in me,” (Matt. 11:6). This was such a hard
lesson to learn, and all because it went against everything
that the Jews were yearning for and expecting.
Even after His resurrection, Jesus is still confronted by
misunderstanding disciples. In the company of the mourning Emmaus travelers, He hears, “But we trusted that it
had been he which should have redeemed Israel.” Jesus
upbraids their unbelief: “O fools, and slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have spoken: Ought not Christ
to have suffered these things, and to enter into his
glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he
expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself” (Luke 24).
Too often we also anticipate the direction things are
going, and when we find it is not to our liking, we strive to
maneuver around the circumstances in order to navigate
back into a path more appealing to us. We want to exercise
a buffet-style discipleship, selecting the items we desire as
a part of our lives. In fact, there are many who are seeking
the Christ of the Crown apart from the Christ of the Cross.
They want the glory without the gory. Concerning this,
Calvin comments:
“The disciples were wrong in distressing their minds
about their Master’s death, (without which he could not
discharge what belonged to Christ; because his sacrifice
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was the most important part of redemption;) for in this way
they shut the gate, that he might not enter into his kingdom.
This ought to be carefully observed; for since Christ is
deprived of the honour due to him, if he is not reckoned to
be a sacrifice for sins, the only way by which he could enter
into his glory was that humiliation or emptying…out of which
the Redeemer had arisen. But we see that no trivial offense
is committed among us, at the present day, by the inversion
of this order; for among the multitude of those who declare,
in magnificent language, that Christ is King, and who extol
him by divine titles, hardly one person in ten thinks of the
grace which has been brought to us by his death,”
(Commentary on Luke 24:26).
H. Richard Niebuhr puts it even more sharply in
describing how modern liberalism rejects Christ’s cross and
jettisons His salvific suffering: “A God without wrath
brought men without sin into a kingdom without judgment
through the ministrations of a Christ without a cross,” (H.
Richard Niebuhr, The Kingdom of God in America,
Middletown, CT: Wesleyan University Press, 1988, p193).
Men have often tried to separate Christ from, well
frankly, being the Christ. Peter tried to do the same first by
rebuking Jesus as we have seen earlier. He tried even more
determinedly in Gethsemane with his swinging sword by
trying to defend the Savior from capture. Peter’s attempt,
however, reached far beyond merely severing Malchus’ ear.
Whether he realized it or not, Peter was really trying to
sever Christ from His office. “Then said Jesus unto Peter,
Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father
hath given me, shall I not drink it?” (John 18:11).
In all our kingdom work as a denomination, let us
remember to never lose sight of the fact that sinners are
brought to salvation only through the way of Christ’s cross
and suffering. Regardless of what other good may accompany our labors, our primary goal in all outreach is that
everyone involved, including those who bring the Good
News and those who hear it, “may know [Jesus], and the
power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if by
any means [we] might attain unto the resurrection of the
dead” (Phil. 3:10-11). Christ is no Savior without the cross.
Let us hear the Messiah remind us, “Ought not Christ to
have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?”
And let us also hear the ensuing, warning Word, “as the
Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye will hear his voice, Harden not
your hearts,” (Heb. 3:7-8).
The immediacy of this call impinges on us all: If not
Jesus, then who? If not His cross, then how? If not now, then
when?
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Heritage Reformed Church, Bradford, Ontario
Plans Change…God Changes Not!
Rev. Don Overbeek
God’s great purpose is to gather a people
for His Son, saved by His blood and set
apart for Kingdom service. This
purpose has been established from before
the beginning of time and remains
unchanged through the upheavals of history. The challenge of biblical, saving faith is
to stay in step with God’s purpose, even
when everything seems to fluctuate and change. This is
where the regular ministry of the Word, the corporate worship of the church, and the quiet moments in prayer are all
so vital for believers.
In our church, we have been encouraged by God’s
faithfulness to our flock in enabling us to continue to reach
people with the Gospel. Bonds with visitors have been
growing and loving words of care and concern as well as
acts of service and generosity are increasing. In the past few
months, we have seen an Eastern European friend of one of
our members coming to appreciate the services as she goes
through many trials in relationships. While COVID
prevented us from meeting in person, the assistance of
family members allowed a senior member of our church
family to access our services online. Encouragement
abounds when a young adult comes over with Gospel tracts
and shares how he has distributed them and desires to
evangelize together! The purpose of the Lord stands
gloriously…even amid our times of crisis and change.
This summer we were looking forward to hosting a shortterm mission group consisting of young adults from
Bornholm and Oxford County Free Reformed Churches.
Planning meetings were held, fundraisers were carried out,
hotel rooms booked, and VBS curriculum ordered. Then
COVID came, and, due to the various rules and restrictions
mandated by the province, we were led to cancel. It is difficult to grasp God’s purposes in these times. The excitement
had been building for this new opportunity to reach out to
our neighbors, and now we must postpone until next year!
Such things remind us of God’s sovereignty and our need to
press on in loving service to God and our neighbor.
At the exact same time as the virus was increasing, and
schools and businesses were being shut down, God gave a
wonderful display of His care for us. First, He inclined the
heart of authorities at the school we use to give us an extra
week to worship together before having to stop using the
facility. God has placed people in our church to completely
take our services online - whether by having a mobile soundboard, or being able to livestream the services over YouTube
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for free, or moving the hearts of the church family to
continue to give for the church’s support. Through it all, a
new avenue of continuing outreach has opened up for us,
and people that we love who are unable to easily attend our
worship are able to worship over the livestream. The heart
of our people to value worship and to faithfully watch the
services has really shone through this time, even when there
are so many other options for them to connect to. God’s
purpose is to work in His church, bringing us to value the
Gospel ourselves and to need our souls filled through
worship.
The role of suffering in life, to which Christians are not
immune, is where our relationship with the unchanging
God is really tested. We are all averse to suffering and
instead we seek our comfort and happiness by trying to
assert our own “control”. Yet with the onset of COVID we
have been confronted with various degrees of suffering –
whether in our own health, the callings of doctors and
nurses we know, or the varied impacts in the region in
which we live. So much has changed in our outward lives.
Yet, the unchanging God still is unchanged. Because God
remains the same, believers need not run from suffering,
especially suffering for the Gospel advance. Evangelism and
mission should be our way of life, evidencing the call of the
unchanging God to bring His message to an ever-changing,
suffering and desperate world. This way of life will
necessitate our own suffering. Quite often we don’t
evangelize because we don’t want to suffer. Indeed we need
to be spiritually renewed to become believing sufferers who
lay ourselves down for a suffering world, directing people
to Christ the Sufferer Who is now glorified and Whose
purpose to save and sanctify remains unchangeable as ever.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Erin Willis
Preaching Without Fear or Favour
Robert Bruce
Born into a noble Scottish family in the sixteenth
century, Robert Bruce turned his back on earthly
prestige and wealth to enter the ministry. He
was Minister of Edinburgh for twelve years,
preaching to the King and the court. These sermons on Hebrews 11 show a truly remarkable example of
post–reformation preaching, heard in the Great Kirk of St
Giles, in the heart of Scotland’s capital. David Searle has
undertaken the huge task of putting these sermons into the
English alphabet, translating them from the Braid Scots, so
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they can edify the church today.
(Christian Heritage, HC, 624 pgs.) $40.00|$28.00
Moses’ Choice
Jeremiah Burroughs
In much modern theology, suffering is to be
avoided at all costs and using all means.
However, the Old Testament figure Moses
actually chose to suffer, and that is the basis for
this extremely rare Puritan work, based on
Hebrews 11:25-56. This is the first modern
edition of this work since its initial printing in 1641. Other
editions available today are only facsimiles of the 1650
edition with old English typeface and outdated spelling
and punctuation. This Northampton Press edition has been
completely re-typeset.
(The Northampton Press, HC, 687 pgs.) $45.00|$30.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Hull Junior Youth Group – Heather Van Grootheest
Our Junior Youth Group consists of 4th-6th grade children.
During our group time, we focus on different Christian
characteristics that God requires of us. Topics include
Forgiveness, Honesty, Respect, Self-Control and many
others. We define what the characteristic means and search
God’s Word to find evidence of His will for us as members
of our community. We discuss real-life examples of how we
can be tested in these areas and how the sinful nature
living in each of us fights against these truths. The kids
enjoy worksheets, activities and games on each
characteristic to enhance learning and understanding.
Our group strives to put our learning into action as well.
Each holiday season we focus on helping others and giving
back to our community. As a group, we collect useful gifts
for a needy family living in the area. Our group enjoys an
evening of wrapping the gifts and learning about what it
means and feels like to give back to others. We make cards
and write letters to the elderly members of our
congregation to show them our love and respect. We have
also made cards for sick children in the hospital. This year
our group planned to go to the local nursing home to play
games and spend time with the residents.
Our goal as a group is to learn together, to focus on the
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ever-willing Savior and to look to His perfect example of
living a Christ-like life.

Bible Quiz – Firsts
Lori Van Beek
There is a first time for everything. You probably remember
the first time you rode your bike, or the first time you
babysat. We also do ‘firsts’ every day. First we open our eyes
in the morning to start the day, or first we turn the doorknob
and then open the door.
The first priority in our lives should be to love the Lord.
‘But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness’
Matt 6:33a.
Here is a quiz on ‘firsts’ that we find in the Bible:
1. Who was Noah’s first son? Gen. 6:10
2. What does the Lord tell us to honor him with? Prov. 3:9b
3. What did Andrew do first? John 1:40-41
4. What advice does Jesus give us in Matthew 7:4-5?
5. What did the man in Luke 9:59 want to do first?

Junior Youth
preparing
gifts at
Christmas

6. What did Jesus say was the first and great
commandment? Matt 22:37-38
7. Who was the first king of Israel? 1 Sam 9:27-10:1
8. Where were the disciples first called Christians? Acts 11:26
9. What did Elijah ask the widow to do first? 1 Kings 16:13
10.What is Jesus’ first recorded miracle? John 2:7-8

MISSION FINANCES
Rob Koppert and James van den Brink

Hull Senior Youth Group – Toby Maggert
The Heritage Reformed Church meets on Wednesday once
a month for our family activity night, and the 7-12th graders
are together in our Senior Youth Group. We often have topics
on these evenings where we discuss theological subjects like
Creation or the Crucifixion as well as practical topics like
Christianity in sports. A couple of times a year we change it
up and have a speaker come in or we go into the
community for an activity. One such event this year was
when we went to a nearby town to help Justice for All, a
local ministry. We cleaned out a house of a local man, who
had passed away, in order to donate the furniture and
belongings to Justice for All. In this way, we are allowing the
young people to both learn and serve throughout the year.
The kids really enjoyed the service project and would
likely be willing to do more in the future.
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Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our current financial statement. We thank
God for the means He has given us through you, our supporters,
to continue our mission endeavours. We are up to date on all our
support, for which we give praise to our God. We thank the Lord
above all and all our donors especially during this time of lockdown and disruption. Please remember the Mission Committee,
missionaries and our mission endeavours in your prayers and in
your financial giving, also as we explore further opportunities to
fulfill our mandate in spreading the light of the gospel of our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, through this dark world. Thank
you.
A special note on the domestic outreach fund (DOC). This fund
continues to be operating at a very low balance and we are
barely able to meet our commitments with this fund. As new
churches are added to the DOC support list, please remember
this fund in your financial giving as well.
Thank-you on behalf of the Mission Finance and DOC.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Titus DeVries Birthday – August 14
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday – September 13
• Andrew DeVries Birthday – November 5
• Ina Pennings Birthday – November 24

Vacation Bible School attendees in Hull, Iowa

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Come, Kingdom of our God
Come, kingdom of our God,
Sweet reign of light and love!
Shed peace and hope and joy abroad,
And wisdom, from above.
Over our spirits first
Extend Thy healing reign;
There raise and quench the sacred thirst
That never pains again.
Come, kingdom of our God!
And make the broad earth Thine;
Stretch o’er her lands and isles the rod
That flowers with grace divine.
Soon may all tribes be blest
With fruit from life’s glad tree;
And in its shade like brothers rest,
Sons of one family.
Come, kingdom of our God,
And raise the glorious throne
In worlds by the undying trod,
When God shall bless His own
John Johns
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