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MEDITATION
Why Are We Surprised?
Rev. David Lipsy

Good News (Mark 16:15), assured the bearers of this news
that He would be with them all the way (Matt. 28:20), and
further encourages us by saying His Word “shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55:11). Why then would we act
surprised when God keeps His promise and does what He
said He would do? Ought we not instead to go forth with
expectation, even confidence, not in the instrumentality of
men which God chooses to use, but in His blessed Word and
Spirit which God assures us He will bless?
May we all who handle God’s Word pray for that
confidence in God’s appointed way and means, whether in
private one-on-one witnessing situations or in full-time
mission work or something in between. He is worthy of our
trust and of all glory!

When one considers how many, many
prophesies there were in the Old Testament
regarding the Gentiles’ eventual inclusion
in God’s church, we might marvel when
we witness the struggle of the early New
Testament church when these began to be
fulfilled. Case in point was Peter’s visit to
Cornelius in Acts 10. Though truly remarkable displays of God’s grace could be seen in the salvation of
this man and others with him, not to mention the wondrous
outpouring of God’s Spirit on them, in Acts 11 the first
response Peter received upon returning to Jerusalem was,
Unquestioning Discipleship
“They that were of the circumcision contended with him,
Dr. Arthur Miskin
saying, ‘Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and didst eat
“Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and
with them.’” Peter himself evidently struggled with the tranwhat shall this man do? Jesus saith unto him, If
sition as when disciples from James visited Antioch, Peter
I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to
separated himself from the Gentile believers, fearing the
thee? follow thou me.” John 21:21, 22
same accusation. For this, Paul “withstood him to the face,
Too often we have the tendency to evaluate
because he was to be blamed” (Gal. 2:11). Eventually, as
our labours in light of and in comparison
always happens, the fulfillment of God’s promises and
to the success of others. Some of God's
prophesies won over the hearts and minds of the Jewish
dealings with us seem to contradict our sense of fair play
believers and the gospel went forth “conquering and to
and when we perceive the preferential treatment of the Lord
conquer” (Rev. 6:2).
on the work of others, we tend to complain with Israel: “The
Why mention all this? Because we can resemble, to our
ways
of the Lord are not equal.” Instead of faithfully
shame, these early New Testament struggling believers.
discharging our duties, we are tempted to look over our
How? In several ways, but for our purposes, we’ll mention
shoulders at others.
only two.
This was a tendency Peter had and which had to be
First, we can sometimes be surprised (and act that way)
corrected by our Lord. Jesus had just concluded His tender
when God fulfills promises in our own life. Yes, we as
yet soul-searching conversation with Peter, and in response
believers are often plagued by a sense of our own innate
to
His thrice repeated question, he had beyond a shadow of
unworthiness and for good reason when we consider our
doubt affirmed his love for Christ, who then recommissins and failings. Accordingly, we might have a hard time
sioned him as pastor. Then followed a prophetic word about
believing Scriptural assurances like our being “accepted in
the violent death by which he would glorify God. It would
the beloved” (Eph. 1:6) or “reckon ye also yourselves to be
seem as though Jesus and His restored disciple are walking
dead indeed unto sin but alive unto God through Jesus
together along the way. Peter casts his eyes backwards and
Christ our Lord.” But why is this so? Are not the encouraging
seeing
John following them asks the Lord, as it were, “What
passages and promises just as true, scripturally, as the ones
about him?” The Lord in effect says to him, “Mind your own
that tell us about our depravity and inability apart from
business, Peter. You are delving into issues that that are too
grace? Why do we so believe the latter but struggle to
deep for you.” Instead of being concerned about the way the
believe the former? Let us repent of such God-dishonoring
Lord deals with others, busy yourself with the work He has
tendencies lest it be said of us what Paul wrote to the
apportioned
you. Each one of us has his or her vineyard to
Hebrew Christians, “For when for the time ye ought to be
tend.
teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the
In learning that a path of rejection and suffering lay
first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as
before
him, Peter’s first reaction was to compare his lot with
have need of milk, and not of strong meat” (Heb. 5:12).
others. Is he not being discriminated against? Isn’t John
But second, the same can plague our attitude toward
receiving preferential treatment? Will John also be bound
mission work. Jesus commissioned His church to bring the
AUGUST 2019
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and carried whither he would not? We see here the
beginnings of a new self-pity. Jesus, however, offers no
explanation but rather a rebuke: “What is that to thee?
Follow thou me.” No word of comfort or empathy, for to do
so would have fuelled the weakness and self-pity. Peter was
a soldier about to engage in vicious warfare and he needed
to be prepared to this end. He did not need pity but rather
unquestioning obedience to his Commander.
Peter had shown this same tendency earlier. After the
rich young ruler had turned away from Jesus and Jesus had
issued a stern warning about the dangers of wealth (Mark
10:23), Peter blurts out, “Behold, we have forsaken all, and
followed thee; what shall we have therefore?” (Matt. 19:29).
This is the wrong motive. Jesus had already made known
that the motive that received a hundredfold reward was
“for my name’s sake” (Matt. 19:29). Where the paramount
motive is what we will be getting out of our endeavours, we
miss the mark entirely. When our motive is love for Christ,
He is careful to ensure that we will never lose out “a hundredfold …everlasting life.” Those with any other motive
face the chilling warning, “The first will be last and the last
will be first.” It is the Lord’s sole prerogative to deal with
each one of His servants as He pleases. He may bestow on
others what He richly bestows on others. We may have
dark clouds and sorrow as our constant companion while
others bask in apparent sunshine. Remember two things:
we see now as through a glass darkly; we know only in
part. Besides, who knows the hidden griefs of another,
notwithstanding outward success?
This sin of looking over your shoulder at the next man is
all too frequently seen on the mission field. Covetousness
and envy may find fertile soil to grow in there, not to
mention the sin of murmuring. Do others receive more than
me – gifts, support, preferential treatment? Do I covet the
greater natural gifts or more attractive personality of
others? Has someone received promotion that I feel I
should have gotten? Are we misunderstood, underappreciated and misrepresented? Do we suffer more
hardship and struggle than others and have fewer comforts
and conveniences? Do others experience success on a
higher level than we do?
All that the Lord answers is this: “What is that to thee?
Follow thou me!” We dare not fret over the way the Lord
deals with others. Rest assured that the next man
experiences discipline by the same loving Hand, though in
a different direction. Recognise that others may do things
better than we do, and rejoice in that without duplicity. Our
dealings must be directly with God. Be busy about following Him in the capacity He has placed you and, like Caleb,
“wholly follow the Lord.”
2

EDITORIAL
Praising God for His Gracious Blessings
James Beeke
“Then Samuel took a stone, and set it between
Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it
Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD
helped us”(1 Samuel 7:12).
The context of the text above is that Israel’s
enemies, the Philistines, gathered together
to attack when the Israelites were gathered
at Mizpeh to confess their sin, fast and pray
to God. When the people heard that the Philistines were
coming, they became afraid. But as Samuel prayed and
sacrificed to the LORD, the LORD thundered upon the
Philistines and discomfited them and the Israelites chased
and smote the fleeing Philistines. Samuel then set this
Ebenezer (meaning “stone of help” in Hebrew), acknowledging and thanking the Lord for this marvelous victory.
It is interesting to note, however, that Ebenezer is also the
name of the city where Israel had pitched in a previous
battle with the Philistines (1 Sam. 4:1) where they were
soundly defeated by their enemies and the ark of the LORD
had been taken by the Philistines (1 Sam. 5:1). Therefore, this
stone commemorated God’s help and deliverance in the face
of previous defeat and loss.
On May 11, 2019 Mukhanyo Theological College (MTC)
celebrated 25 years of ministry in southern Africa. Scott Van
Grouw and I were privileged to be there on behalf of your
HRC Mission Committee. You may read more about this in
our trip report. It was wonderful to be there. What an
Ebenezer experience! No one, including Dr. Buys, the
founding principal, ever imagined that God would bless this
ministry to such an extent! “Hitherto hath the LORD helped
us.” When including all the students taking courses on
MTC’s three campuses, and via the distance program, which
provides instruction on videos/DVDs sent to village churches across southern Africa, as well as the Christian education
courses for teachers, more than 900 students are enrolled.
God has richly blessed this ministry.
But “Ebenezer” does not mean that there is no opposition
from Satan, the arch enemy of God’s Israel, i.e. His church
and people. There have been attacks, setbacks and
discouragements, as we read in 1 Samuel 4 and 5. But here in
chapter 7, Israel could celebrate and rejoice in the victory and
blessing that God provided. Under God’s blessing hand,
Israel prospered. And so, we could also celebrate and rejoice
with the Mukhanyo Board, administration, faculty, staff and
students as we reflected upon the unmistakable blessing
hand of God upon this ministry. Some of the personal
testimonies of former MTC students were moving.
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And we still are underestimating this “Ebenezer.” How
God will use those blessed by Mukhanyo’s ministry to
minister to others, who then will minister to others… none
of us can foresee. But God knows. And the Lord has
declared that His Word shall not return unto Him void.
Please pray for our missionary minister, Dr. Brian DeVries,
called by God to lead this ministry as Mukhanyo’s principal,
and pray for its Board, faculty, staff and students so that
more Ebenezers may be celebrated in the future “Hitherto
hath the LORD helped us.

MISSION UPDATES
SOUTH AFRICA – Mission Report
Scott Van Grouw
During the month of May 2019, James Beeke and I were
privileged to visit the South African mission field. While it is
always valuable for members of our Mission Committee to
visit and see the work first-hand, this year was a special
treat. We were able to witness some great milestones in the
building of Christ’s kingdom in South Africa: the establishment of a new church congregation, Grace Reformed Church
of Northern Pretoria, as well as the 25th Anniversary of
Mukhanyo Theological College.
Arriving in Pretoria, a foreigner feels at home as this is
basically a Western, first-world city, much like where most of
us live. However, there are some telling signs that this is still
quite a different place. Properties are fenced, and windows
are barred. Crime is a fact of daily life and much effort is
made to avoid it. When traveling in the countryside, it is
quickly apparent that the standard of living is much lower.
The differences from one place to another are stark. The
history of this country is fascinating, with a significant
Calvinistic history, and yet at the same time much evidence
of man’s fallen nature.
Having arrived on Saturday morning, we attended our
first event, the constitution (forming) of the Grace Reformed
Church, that same afternoon. The establishment of this
English language congregation was, in part, to continue the
Church’s reformation. Most established reformed churches
in South Africa are conducted in Afrikaans, with others in
native languages. This creates structural barriers to different
races meeting together. Having church services conducted in
English generates a common ground where Blacks, Whites,
indigenous and immigrants can meet and worship together.
The faithful preaching of the Word is central, and the unique
blend of people of various ethnicities, educational, and economic backgrounds, brings unity around the Gospel truth
that binds them together. It was a privilege to be present for
the official constituting of this inter-racial and multicultural
congregation.
AUGUST 2019

For the past seven years, Dr. Brian DeVries has led this
preaching station under the umbrella of the Reformed
Church of Annlin. With the establishment of this church
plant now as an independent congregation, elders and
deacons were installed into their offices and the church
began a new phase of her existence, weaned from her
mother congregation. For most, this was the first time in
their lives they witnessed a new church congregation being
established, and pastors from the larger denomination came
to offer well-wishes for the Lord’s guidance on the new
congregation. Following the service, 80 guests attended a
dinner organized and served by the women of the
congregation.
For the DeVries’, it was obvious that they have found a
home in this congregation, with Brian serving as pastor and
Lanae involved in music, women’s and other ministries. As
is often the case in growing congregations, there were
several visitors, some new and others who are contemplating membership. We heard of some challenges but also
many blessings in the congregation. The second service is
currently in the form of a Bible study. While the numbers
are smaller, we witnessed a very high level of engagement
and desire to learn.

Grace Reformed Church, Annlin, Pretoria, South Africa
On the weekdays, we visited all three Mukhanyo
Theological College (MTC or Mukhanyo) campuses:
Johannesburg, Pretoria, and the main campus in
KwaMhlanga. While the main work of the college is to train
indigenous pastors, another vital part of the ministry is to
train school teachers, in the hope they will share a Christian
witness and worldview with their students. Mukhanyo has
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experienced much growth over the past 25 years, such that
it now has a total of about 920 students. About 625 are in the
various distance programs throughout southern Africa, 89
theology students attend the various local campuses, and
155 are in the teachers’ program.
MTC’s Johannesburg campus is the newest, and it is
poised for potential growth. The campus is located in the
downtown area near public transportation as well as other
universities, making it accessible and appealing to potential
students. The building, which was donated by a local
church, has recently been renovated and has room for more
growth. Windows were added to many rooms, which
previously had none, and a library was created in a larger
space, offering new and donated books for students’ use.
The Pretoria campus is shared with an existing church
and has also been remodeled recently. This campus hosts
many of the teacher education students. This program is in
conjunction with Northwest University, which broadcasts
their lectures to these students, using Mukhanyo as a
convenient extension site. In addition, MTC has local
facilitators to help the students and offers a course in biblical knowledge, consisting of 40 lessons to help students
grow in the knowledge of God’s Word. The aim and prayer
is that light gained from these lessons, under the Lord’s
blessing, will be reflected in the school classrooms where
these teachers are or will be teaching.
KwaMhlanga, the main campus, which underwent a
large addition a few years ago, is in a more rural setting.
This campus not only provides some student housing, but
also has new facilities for recording lectures for the distance
learning program and broadcasting lectures to other
campuses.
The distance learning program is expanding throughout
South Africa, as well as in other southern African countries
including Botswana, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Zambia, Malawi,
and Kenya. Local study groups are formed and these are led
by volunteers in each location, requiring dedicated commitment to the work. Most students are from disadvantaged
backgrounds, both economically and educationally.
Although many are in some type of ministry already, most
have no formal Biblical training and are thirsting for
in-depth Biblical education.
One more program of note also addresses the great need
for biblical training. The Mukhanyo FOCUS program supplies practical learning modules to many church servants,
including pastors, elders, deacons, and Sunday School
teachers who study these Bible and practical lessons on a
more basic level. This is a new endeavor, and there is hope
that this program will also grow to serve and strengthen
many churches throughout Africa.
4

The HRC Mission Committee and all supporters desire to
be good stewards of the riches God has entrusted us with.
We have been blessed with biblical education and financial
means above many others. However, we can foster a spirit of
dependence in other cultures and people if we are not wise
in how we help. With this is mind, we were pleased to
observe that student fees make up 41% of the college’s
income, requiring a healthy level of commitment from those
attending. Income from North American donations is 37%,
with African donations at 13% and rising over the last three
years.
The most important question we need to ask about
mission work is whether it is, by God’s grace, having an
impact on those who hear and learn, and on the society at
large. We can do much work, but without God’s affirmation
and blessing, it will all be in vain. Below you will see some
examples of how Mukhanyo is clearly being used by God in
the lives of its students.
25 Years of God’s Blessings
On Saturday we attended a special remembrance celebration. Many gathered at the 25th anniversary of Mukhanyo to
remember the Lord’s provision. In addition to the many
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speakers, we enjoyed singing hymns in English, Afrikaans,
and Setswana.
Instruction started in the area in 1985 when Rev. Bob
Rebel, a missionary sent out by the FRCNA (in conjunction
with their sister denomination in the Netherlands) visited
the local chief to ask permission to work in the area. He was
not only welcomed, but the church leaders confessed they
also needed much teaching! Mukhanyo Theological College
was later formed under the leadership of Dr. Philip (Flip)
Buys, who was sent out in 1993 by the Reformed Church of
South Africa. One incident from his life is worth retelling as
it highlights God’s providential control over all things.
During his tenure at Mukhanyo, he was robbed, assaulted,
and left naked by the side of the road. Shaken up from the
ordeal, he met with the local teachers and students, who
prayed for him. After this attack, they said they would not
blame him if he left the area. However, they said, if you stay,
your influence will be all the greater, for everyone will know
your commitment. He did stay for another 10 years as God
blessed his ministry among the Ndebele people. God works
in mysterious ways, even through events we would prefer to
avoid!
Under the leadership of Dr. Brian Devries, the college has
seen much growth and development. Many are being taught
from the Scriptures. They in turn will teach many more. A
capable Board governs the College and a strong senior management team is in place. God is richly blessing this ministry.
Many speakers were given a few minutes to share how
Mukhanyo touched their lives. One pastor, much older than
the rest, shared
how he had to
overcome
his
pride to admit
that he too needed
training,
and
sometimes had to
struggle to keep
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up with the younger men. Another shared how the lessons
he was learning were so practical for his own life. In
reading about Achan, he realized that he also had deadly
“treasure” in his house, relics used in ancestor rituals that
were under his bed. Through what he was learning, he
knew that he could no longer serve other gods, but only the
one true God. He carried them out of his home and
destroyed all that had to do with cultural idolatry, as he was
now freed from it. Others spoke of the camaraderie they
experienced when studying at Mukhanyo and that the
College continues to be family to them.
The morning ended with an ample lunch prepared in the
campus kitchen. After lunch, Mukhanyo’s Annual General
Meeting was held. We were privileged to serve as HRC
delegates at this AGM. After the AGM we met, as HRC
Mission Committee representatives, with the Board. At this
meeting we presented them with a commitment of financial
support for an additional lecturer, since Dr. Miskin has
retired from teaching.
During our time in South Africa, as HRC Mission
Committee delegates, we had opportunities to bring words
of greeting at Grace Reformed Church’s constitution service
and Mukhanyo’s 25th Anniversary; provide a devotional
opening at MTC’s KwaMhlanga campus; attend
Mukhanyo’s AGM; and meet with Mukhanyo’s Board, the
leaders at all three MTC’s campuses and its Distance and
FOCUS Programs, and with Brian and Lanae personally; as
well as attend a Sunday worship services and Bible studies
at Grace Reformed Church.
As an earlier report shared, we are looking to God’s
leading concerning future endeavors of our Mission
Committee. As we do so, it is encouraging to see what God
has done through our missionaries and is currently doing
under the leadership of Dr. DeVries at Mukhanyo
Theological College. We ask you to pray for him, Lanae, and
their children as they faithfully labor for the growth of the
Lord’s kingdom in Africa. Please pray for God’s gracious
blessing upon all Mukhanyo’s ministries so that God’s
name may be glorified, His church in Africa expanded and
deepened, His people edified and the unsaved regenerated.
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INDONESIA – Trust in God Alone
Bernie Pennings
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding.” Proverbs 3:5
Do you go to school? Why do you? How do you get to
school? What kind of school do you go to? School is a
requirement of the country of Indonesia but on many
islands, teachers often only show up to teach a few days a
week. It is not unusual for children to also attend school
only a few days of the week. Many times, children need to
help with family chores or get water before they can go to
school. The days the teachers are in school and the days the
children are in school may differ from each other. The
education received often leaves much to be desired.
Rehoboth Christian School in TanaMbanas, Indonesia
has high expectations of both students and teachers. The
students are taught lessons, are to do homework and are
instructed in the Word of God. Every Monday morning at 7
a.m. the week begins with an assembly asking for God to be
with the teachers and students; a time of meditation on
God’s Word and singing praises to God are all part of the
opening exercises. They end the week with an assembly
thanking God for being with them for the week.
The school year is different than it is in the West. At the
end of March the Grade 12 students write their national
exams and after the exams, they are done school. In April
the Grade 9 students write their national exams and are
done, and in May the Grade 6 students do the same. All the
other grades continue to go to school till the beginning of
June. Several weeks after exams, students are required to
go back to school in full uniform to receive the results.
Those passing move on to the next grade and the others
must repeat the year.
Last fall the government authorities came to inspect the
school facilities and the curriculum, giving each school a
rating. Rehoboth School ranked the highest compared to
the 40 other schools in the central region of Sumba. This
inspection is done every five years. The Yayasan board
(local board of the project) has been seeking accreditation
for Grades 7, 8 and 9 from the government of the central
region of Sumba Island for several years. The accreditation
was approved for July 2019, but certain requirements need
to be met and the hardest one is a school addition of three
classrooms, minimum 8 m. x 7 m. (approximately 23’ x 26’)
with a school office. July is just around the corner so the
plea for funding has gone out to North America, the
Netherlands and Indonesia. This past February the plans
were drawn up, and soon the groundwork was started, all
on faith that funding will come in. Some funds have been
6

trickling in, but we continue to pray and trust the Lord that
the project may be completed.
One may ask why it is so important to expand the school?
Was not the primary focus to look after sick and abandoned
children? Since the beginning of the project twenty years
ago, the conditions and culture have been changing. The
government has implemented and is enforcing many rules
regarding the welfare of children. The culture is also much
more aware of its responsibilities towards children and taking care of them. This has resulted in fewer children being
received in the home for several years now. Currently there
is one child from the home in Grade 3, one child in Grade 1,
next year there will be one child in Grade 1 and the year
thereafter two children in Grade 1. This is clearly an unsustainable situation to continue operating a school. The
Yayasan board decided three years ago to integrate some of
the local children into the school program, offering a
Christian education to many who would otherwise receive
little or no education. Each of the past 3 years has seen 15
additional children introduced to the program. This has
proven to be a very positive experience for all and has
become a tool in bringing God’s word to the community.
Now the need is seen to expand to the older children of
the community and have them join the higher grades. We see
this as an opportunity to teach the children in the ways of the
Lord, not only by education but also by example, effectively
reaching out to the community.
The school originally received accreditation for
kindergarten and Grades 1 to 6. Grades 7 to 9 were taught at
the school in co-operation with and under the direction of
the government school just down the road. These Rehoboth
students complete government exams and legal matters at
the government school. With the accreditation of Grades 7 to
9, Rehoboth has full responsibility for its own students.
What are the next steps? Registration for the 2019-2020
school year has started. Before registration even opened, the
inquirers and interest exceeded the maximum numbers that
had been set. You may ask, “Where will the funding come
from?” This question has been considered by the board at
length. Outside of the initial infrastructure, it is thought that
outside reliance on funding for the home/school should not
increase. As the numbers decrease in the home, some of the
funding would shift into education. The education department of the government pays a large portion of accredited
teachers’ salaries, and the costs for the uniforms and other
school supplies are expected to be covered by the caregivers
of those registering from the outside.
Currently there is no high school (Grades 10 to 12) in the
area. Students in the region need to go to larger centers for
this education. Many cannot afford this additional expense
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and therefore many children receive no further education.
The government education department would like the
project to get involved in this as well. Right now, however,
the board wants to concentrate on the first phase and
accomplish it well. The high school will need to wait till
further plans and opportunities present themselves.
Our God and Father tells us in Proverbs 3:5 to trust in
Him and Him alone. We don’t understand how, but we are
showing our faith in starting the building of the school with
the little we have. We trust when others know the vision, the
Lord will provide the funds, so the school will be completed. What a great tool to reach out with God’s word to young
souls as we open our doors to Grade 7, 8 and 9 for the
2019/2020 school year!

Taking ceramic
floor tile left over
from previous
construction out
of storage

The cement mixer is kept busy

The construction workers busy on the foundation

The classrooms
are taking shape

The windows are
framed in

Rock to be used in the foundation
is loaded on the truck
The younger boys
help too

The foundation for the new school has begun
AUGUST 2019
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SOUTH Africa – God is a Refuge for Us
Dr. Sonja Miskin
There is an African proverb that says, “When days are dark
then friends are few” and this sadly reflects the prevailing
worldview of our current society. However, as believers
saved and changed by the sovereign irresistible grace of our
God through Jesus Christ our Lord, we are in a unique place
to be able to observe wonderful things when days are dark.
South Africa recently had nationwide elections for new government which has given us the same ruling political party,
the ANC, promising many things. We have a new President
who seems to have more integrity than the previous one, but
we observe the interest of the political party being placed
before the needs of the people. The economy is currently in
recession and unemployment is around 25%. Added to this
is the spectre of “expropriation without compensation”...which could be translated into land being taken away
from owners and given to others. These are some of the
many daunting issues we face on a macro level. Constantly
as believers we must consider the Biblical encouragement,
“if the Lord had not been on our side...”
At Nakekela we see our Lord working out His purpose
like a little bit of yeast put into a flour mixture, unseen but
unmistakably forming a solid structure, which functions in
many ways to demonstrate His character and mercy to a
struggling community.

and we still lose patients every week because they’re so very
weak and ill. Despite the burden of care, we try to treat them
as individuals, and we think this is our main strength in the
recovery of many. Our Lord Jesus gave us an example and
pattern for dealing with sick and suffering sinners and we
dare not treat them as mere numbers or statistics, because
their souls are at stake.

Wound care

Our Home-Based Care ministry is ongoing, and here our
team works on foot out in the community going from house
to house, rain or shine, winter or summer, assessing needs
and providing counseling and referral for the households
they encounter. This is the main source of our patients
admitted to Nakekela, and as recovering patients are sent
home, this Home-Based Care team does the follow up of
them, often for 6 months or longer.

Our core ministry remains the caring for desperately sick
people in word and deeds, to address physical, emotional
and spiritual needs of our resident in-patients. The type of
illness we work with includes but is not limited to those
infected with the HIV virus. There are many patients with
various kinds of cancer, frail elderly with diabetes or cerebral incidents which leave them disabled, patients needing
special wound care, malnourished and confused alcoholics
or those with dementia, individuals with various forms of
tuberculosis, to name but a few. Our capacity is for 20 live-in
patients receiving 24-hour care provided by our team of 15
Care Workers. Our waiting list for admission is always long
8

During the past year we have started a new program we
call FPD, which is financially provided for by a German
bank in conjunction with a South African health organiza-
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tion. The purpose is to find HIV + people in the greater
Thembisile district and to connect them with medication
Centres for treatment. This is a daunting task, the challenges
being the size of the geographical area, the inaccessibility of
villages, the sheer numbers of people needing testing, the
logistics of connection between patient and clinic, to name
but a few. Our team comprises 14 people well equipped
with testing kits which they carry in nifty, but heavy, backpack-chair bags and so, armed with tools for their task and
determination in their hearts, they venture forth six days a
week! As the information is evaluated we are discovering
surprising information. The incidence of HIV + is low in
remote villages where there is a strong authority structure,
such as an influential Chief or strong Church. The incidence
is high in areas closely connected to major transport routes,
shopping malls and areas of informal trading or markets.
Troubling is the occurrence of HIV in teenagers
where family breakdown
is evident and poor
authority figures hold
sway. To date our team has
counseled and tested over
9,000 individuals.

Ongoing programs which are developing and expanding
include adult support groups, the children support group,
small scale egg farming on the property, the savings group
comprising recovering patients, income generation plans for
teenagers, further education and development of our staff
members and most recently a drive for income
generation through a program of recycling based at
Nakekela. Auxiliary services include basic physiotherapy,
art therapy, counseling of traumatized teenagers, even a
small homeschooling program for brain injury children,
which is provided by Sarsih Miskin and recently a lovely
young volunteer Dudu.
AUGUST 2019

It would be easy to conclude the article here, with only
the good news, but that is not honest and true. The work is
a great joy to us all and teaches us so much about functioning as a team but is exceedingly difficult and fraught
with discouragement. We labour against many obstacles,
prejudice, ignorance and an unseen Enemy. It is a daily
spiritual battle against sin and self-destruction that is
bound up in the hearts of people and we many times seemingly find ourselves losing. An example of this would be
the recent death of a 17-year-old boy that many of us had
put a lot of time and energy into. He was born with HIV
from his mother, and he simply refused to adhere to treatment, had poor family support, heavily influenced by his
victim mentality and negative teenage rebellion; he died a
few weeks ago. There are many that have tasted the goodness of God, who leave and return to their despicable ways
of life. Some make a profession of faith in our Lord but go
back to their ancestral practices. There are times of discord
and dissatisfaction among us as a staff and breakouts of
gossip, to mention a few internal difficulties. Combine that
with physical illness and aches and pains and effects of
aging in all our lives ...heartaches in families, financial
troubles, and the list goes on. For these reasons we need
Godly wisdom, perseverance only the Lord can give,
unceasing prayer and faith; in short, total reliance on our
God as Owner, Initiator, and Finisher of our work at
Nakekela.
We sing and pray Psalm 62:5-8 – My soul, wait thou
only upon God; for my expectation is from Him. He only is
my rock and my salvation: He is my defense; I shall not be
moved. In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of
my strength, and my refuge, is in God. Trust in Him at all
times; ye people, pour out your heart before Him: God is a
refuge for us. Selah.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation of
Burgessville
The Burgessville evangelism committee's mandate
includes looking for ways to equip the congregation. This
past January we invited Dr. DeVries to conduct a short
workshop about evangelism. The purpose of this work-
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shop was to study biblical principles for evangelistic witness as individual Christians and church community. Those
of us who attended found these sessions very valuable and
insightful. Here is a summary of Friday evening’s topic
which was titled “Faithful Witnesses to the World”. (Note:
credit for most of the content comes from Dr. DeVries’ outline).
A witness is someone who has observed facts or events
and is ready to make a true public statement about those
facts or events. A faithful witness is someone who displays,
declares, defends and is ready to die for the truth about
Christ. As a group we looked at the faithful witness of Jesus
when He was on trial, as recorded in John 18. He was filled
with the Holy Spirit and His perfect life qualified Him to
say that He came into the world to bear witness to the truth.
Then we studied the difference between Peter’s failure in
his own strength and his bold witness after the Spirit came
upon him.
God chooses common people to be witnesses of Jesus to
the world. Think of the shepherds, the women at His
resurrection, the disciples at Pentecost. Every true Christian
is called to be a witness. This includes ordinary fathers,
mothers, and children. To do this we need to know the One
who is Truth. We also need His grace and the enabling
power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord promised His weak disciples who ran away from His trial: “But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8). If we look at Peter’s witness on Pentecost,
he was filled with boldness and spoke the truth clearly.
Perhaps you ask - how can I witness faithfully, more,
better? Do not be fickle like Peter or a false witness like
Judas. It is not impossible to be a faithful witness. Pray that
the Holy Spirit will overpower your arguments and that the
zeal of Christ will fill you. Since actions speak louder than
words, we must live holy lives in order to back up our verbal witness. It is important to be humble and gracious. It
means being approachable and looking for points of contact
with others. Perhaps you do not have the words to speak use the words of a tract or basic gospel outline. You will
never be an expert witness, but you can become a faithful
witness!
Resources for further study:
Packer, J.I. Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God - foundation
and motivation
Chantry, Walter J., Today’s Gospel: Authentic or Synthetic?
- classic introduction
Kuiper, R.B., God-Centred Evangelism - doctrine and theology
Metzger, Will, Tell the Truth - personal approach and
10

contemporary defense
Reisinger, Ernest C., Today’s Evangelism: Its Message and
Methods

Providing volunteer services at Ark Aid in London, Ontario

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
OUTREACH REPORT
Heritage Reformed Church of Bradford, Ontario
– Not Hopeless
Rev. Don Overbeek
“Why would anyone want to come to and
join our church?” This is the question that
hounds people and pastors whose churches
happen to be small. No one would ever say
these words, but it is never far from our
minds as we live from day-to-day and worship from week-to-week. This is just one
example of the mentality that often cripples
small congregations (and their pastors) and serves to reinforce their smallness and keep them small. After all, how
many times would a pastor of a church of 300 have to face
the question, “is your church growing?” That question is a
stark reminder of smallness and more than reinforces the
question, “why would anyone want to come to and join our
[“non-growing”] church?”
This pattern of thinking can be disastrous for evangelism.
The smallness and hopelessness of the local church clouds
out the beauty of the living God and the sufficiency of Christ
to save. It is a defeatist mentality that makes us cold and bitter toward God and cold and dismissive toward people. For
a proper appreciation of our church and for zeal to reach the
lost with the Gospel of Christ, we need to find a way out of
this mental maze that leaves us unmoved.
The way to struggle and strive out of this vicious cycle
(though we never really escape it because of remaining sin
and unbelief) is to keep on our mind and heart how God
views the church and not how people see her.
God sees the church as the object of his loyal, committed,
covenant love. This is not for anything in her (Deut. 7:7-8)
but entirely flows from His purpose of love. God loves a
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church of 30 with the same love that He has for a church of
300. Nothing can add to God’s love for His own, not even
the size of the group makes God’s love greater.
Then too, God sent His Son to “give himself” (Eph. 5:25)
for it. This price does not guarantee a certain sized visible
church, but it does guarantee a cleansed and presentable
church (Eph. 5:26-27). There is not more worth in one church
or another – but there is infinite worth in every true church
where God’s people have been purchased and brought to
belong to Christ.
God has supplied everything necessary for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3) for all His people regardless of their
church size. The calling of sinners into a saving relationship
is sustained by the Spirit’s supply of grace and truth to
Christ’s people. When it comes down to it, the source of any
church’s life is the same – the ascended Christ through His
indwelling Spirit. The fact of this life is unmistakable, for
these people were once dead (Eph. 2:1-3) and have been
made alive. All external aspects of church life, though they
are blessings and ministries can be multiplied, do not give
life to a body. They do not even show that it necessarily has
abundance of life. All this is to say, we do not measure a
congregation’s life based on things that can be seen. The
small congregation requires the same sustaining that any
congregation does, the Spirit of Christ through the Word.
So this is how God values and views the church – and it
is these things that outweigh reasons to question why
someone would come to and join our church. Considering
these truths would change the question from, “why would
someone come and join” to “God is already with us – let us
go to others so that they will be met by God and He can save
them and glorify Himself by gathering His elect.” This is a
heart and life that is warm toward God and seeks His glory
while being zealous for others’ salvation, where none, not
even our own small church, is ever hopeless.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Erin Willis
The Missionary Fellowship of William L. Carey
Michael A.G. Haykin
The eighteenth century was a time of remarkable missionary activity. As the British Empire
expanded around the world, Christian missionaries followed in the wake of merchants and
explorers to bring the gospel to places where
Christ had never been named. At the heart of this global
missionary movement was William Carey. From humble
beginnings in England, Carey journeyed halfway around
AUGUST 2019

the world to preach the gospel on the Indian subcontinent.
Known as the founder of modern missions, Carey is often
portrayed as a solitary trailblazer and pioneer. But that
isn’t the full story. In The Missionary Fellowship of William
Carey, Dr. Michael A.G. Haykin explores Carey’s life and
introduces us to the band of brothers who labored with
him to spread the gospel on a global scale. As we follow
their stories, we will discover how God uses Christian
friendship to advance His kingdom and be encouraged to
nurture deep, long-lasting, Christ-honoring friendships in
our own lives.
(Reformation Trust, HC, 161 pgs.) $16.00|$11.00
Why I Love the Apostle Paul- 30 Reasons
John Piper
John Piper, a best-selling author and popular
pastor who has preached to thousands around
the world, claims no person other than Jesus
Christ himself has had a greater impact on his
life than the apostle Paul. In this book, Piper
reflects on the ministry of this famous persecutor-turnedmissionary, drawing on the six decades he has spent “getting to know” Paul through the New Testament, which
records his conversion, missionary journeys, and 13 letters
he penned to churches throughout the ancient world.
Offering readers 30 reasons why he loves the apostle Paul,
this book of short meditations on the wonder of the gospel,
perseverance through suffering, love for unbelievers, and
God's work through weakness will encourage readers to
imitate Paul’s example of unwavering confidence in God's
grace and love toward others.
(Crossway, PB,204 pgs.) $13.00|$8.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Burgessville Youth Group – Peter Tenvoorde
We started our youth group season this year with various
changes. Rudy and Karen continued to lead the group and
welcomed new co-leaders Pieter and Elissa Bos as well as
Peter and Martina Tenvoorde.
The youth group met each month and worked through
a study called ‘Life Choices’ that was based on the
Christian film ‘To Save a Life’. The study focused on
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various challenges Christian youth face: life problems, family and friend issues, sex and dating, as well as the final
topic that focused on our relationship with God. At the
beginning of each evening the group would come together
to watch the relevant part of the movie and would then split
into small groups to discuss each issue at a more personal
level.
Throughout the year the youth were also exposed to a
variety of other topics. In January Craig Van Manen
presented on the book “12 ways your phone is changing
you”. This allowed the group to get an increased understanding of the attachment we have to our phones and how
this can be detrimental to our relationship with Jesus. Later
in March the group was presented with a topic on ‘Money
Matters’ which instructed the youth on how to be the best
stewards of what God has given us. The evening also
included various real life applications and guidance on
saving, spending and tithing.
Each year a group of our young people travel to Ottawa
by bus to participate in the March for Life. This is a silent
march to remember the solemnity of the hundreds of babies
aborted each day in our country. Banners and signs are
carried portraying prolife messages. This event is preceded
by a crash course by Pieter Bos on prolife apologetics to
prepare the youth to be challenged. Throughout the day the
young people are challenged about their beliefs on abortion
and the sanctity of life.
Outside of the topics, the youth group also participated
in various activities and trips. In the fall, a large group went
to Kentucky to see a life-size replica of the Ark as well as the
Creation Museum. This was a great eye-opening experience
for all that attended. The youth also took turns volunteering
in small groups at the Ark Aid Street Mission where they
provided a meal to the homeless in London, Ontario. This
also allowed for an opportunity to bring the word of God to
those who are less fortunate. In the spring, various youth
visited the local hospital and some seniors in our church.
They brought flowers that had various texts relating to
‘hope’ attached.
The youth group also had the opportunity to participate
in various leisure activities such as footgolf, laser tag, a ski
trip, trampoline park, Fear Factor and an Amazing Race
game.
The season was concluded in June with a barbeque, topic
by Pastor Lipsy and Pastor Van der Hoek, and singing of
hymns. The pastors spoke about the struggles that they
dealt with as teens and how through God’s grace they
worked through these issues. This provided a very interesting perspective and opportunity for learning and fellowship
for the youth group.
12

Ark trip

Volunteering at Ark Aid

Games at the church

MISSION FINANCES
William Kuivenhoven and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our current financial statement. We thank God
for the means He has given us through you, our supporters, to
continue the denomination's mission endeavours.
We are now also supporting one indigenous lecturer at
Mukhanyo since March of this year as part of expanding our
support.
Please remember the Mission Committee in your prayers and
in your financial giving. Your support continues to assist in
spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through this dark world. Thank-you.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Titus DeVries Birthday – August 14
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday – September 13
• Andrew DeVries Birthday – November 5
• Ina Pennings Birthday – November 24

Burgessville Youth Group visiting the hospital

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Go Evangelize the Nations
Go evangelize the nations,
Offer Christ, the Crucified;
Show the cross on bleak Golgotha,
Where He suffered, bled and died.
Tell of the vinegar, gall, and the spear,
Tell how the sun hid, earth shook with fear;
How He endured the cruel mocking and shame,
That sinners might claim salvation in His name.
Go and tell the good news, Christian,
To each brother, sister, child,
Of a gracious God who loves them,
Of a Savior meek and mild;
Death is destroyed, and our paradise won,
For those who love and trust in the Son;
Though guards were set, and the stony grave sealed,
Now Heav’n is unlocked, our home with God revealed.
Do not hesitate, but go now,
Far and wide proclaim the sound,
In the city, market, household,
To wherever man is found;
Warn of a judgment close looming beyond,
Tomorrow may be too late for some;
Come to Him now, while His pardon is free,
Take hold of His promise, claim His liberty.
Richard W. Adams
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