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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Wednesday night is catechism night for the staff, children
and the community children in Sumba, Indonesia.

You can find this magazine electronically at
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MEDITATION
Holding Forth the Word of Life
Rev. Pieter van der Hoek
Holding forth the Word of Life – Phil. 2:16a
In these few words of our text, every
Christian is called to a specific duty. Every
Christian is called to hold forth the Word of
Life. What a great and beautiful task this is!
We are called to offer, or to hold out the Word
of God to others around us. That Word
alone gives life to sinners in darkness. The previous verse
showed in what kind of darkness we are called to hold forth
the life-giving Word of God. It says about the world around
us that we live in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom we shine as lights in the world. When we read this,
we get the idea that we are called to be a torch that is
burning brightly, and we are to hold it forth for all to see. It
is to dispel the darkness of this sinful and broken world.
But the darkness of that sinfulness and brokenness is
unfortunately not bypassing the church either. For Paul
shows us in this chapter that, if we desire to hold forth God’s
life-giving Word, we must have the mind of Christ (v. 5). He
said this because in Philippi there was a problem with unity.
And Paul goes right to the heart of the matter. The heart of
the matter was pride. Pride creates strife and makes us glory
in things of little worth (v. 3a). Pride keeps us from esteeming others better than ourselves (v. 3b). Pride keeps us
focused on our own benefit, without humbly and joyfully
serving others (v. 4). Pride will make us do things for the
wrong motives. So when things don’t go the way we want
them to, we will either become argumentative or we will do
things with a murmuring heart (v. 14). When these things are
in our lives, it shows that either we don’t have the mind of
Christ or we desperately need to grow in true Christlikeness.
When such sin and pride are present, we will not shine
brightly in the darkness of our crooked and perverse world. We
will be like everybody else in this world. And when we as
Christians are like everybody else, we are in fact useless for
the Kingdom of God. We are not holding forth the Word of
Life. Because when the Lord uses His Word in our lives, it
truly transforms us. Only His powerful and transforming
Word, which brought about true spiritual life in our sinful
deadness, can make us shine brightly as Christians.
Really, if we would like to hold forth the Word of Life, we
are to have the mind of Christ. And in verses 6-11 Paul
shows very clearly what this means to the Philippian
Christians. He shows that Christ, though He was equal with
God, did not hold on to the honor He had from eternity as
the second person of the Trinity (v. 6).
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Instead, He humbly stooped lower and lower. He made
himself of no reputation. He came down to this sin-cursed
earth. He did not seek honor and fame; otherwise he could
easily have chosen to be born in a palace. Instead, He was
born into a poor family. He faithfully worked as a carpenter.
While in ministry, he was homeless. Nobody would have
ever seen something special when they looked at Jesus.
Outwardly, He was a man like any of us. Nothing special…
Yet, we all know that looks don’t tell the whole truth. Jesus
is the Son of the Living God. Jesus is God’s living Word (cf.
Heb. 1:2; John 1:1-5). Jesus’ life communicates the message
of Who God is!
How amazing that He wanted to stoop all the way down,
to be a servant, a slave of all. How amazing that He was
willing to wash the disciples’ dirty feet. Even more amazing
is the fact that He was willing to crawl on the ground as a
worm and no man, in order to be able to wash dirty and
proud hearts. That’s why He stooped so low when He was
crucified on the cross. Rejected of men. A man of sorrows.
Suspended between earth and heaven. His cross preaches to
us how wicked our sins are: mankind by nature rejects this
blessed and humble Savior. His heavenly Father hides His
face and pours on Him the wrath which our pride and sins
deserve.
And precisely because He humbled Himself so low,
serving sinners to the point of death, God exalted the GodMan, our blessed Savior and Mediator to the highest.
Therefore, one day every knee will bow before Him, every
tongue will confess Him. We will either do it willingly, by
grace, during our life, or reluctantly, when He puts all His
enemies under His footstool.
This blessed Savior, who humbled Himself so deeply,
and is now so gloriously exalted, calls us to have His mind.
The mind of serving others without pride, without strife,
without murmuring, but the mind of humble self-denial.
This blessed Savior, who is so glorious, who will make each
one of us to bow and confess His name one day, calls us now
to hold forth the Word of Life in whatever sphere of
influence the Lord has put us: in the kitchen, behind the
desk, in the factory, in the car, in the supermarket, with our
children, with whomever, or when we are alone. We are
called to be shining torches. We are called to offer the Light
of Christ in a dark world.
Let us do so and continue to do so, looking unto Jesus,
the author and finisher of our faith. With God’s help, let us
shine as brightly as we can. And may our lives more and
more communicate the message of Life in Jesus Christ, who
through serving and suffering came to glory!
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EDITORIAL
The Amazing Growth of God’s Kingdom
James Beeke
“And he (Jesus) said, Whereunto shall we liken
the kingdom of God? Or with what comparison
shall we compare it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which when it is sown in the earth,
is less than all the seeds that be in the earth:
But when it is sown, it groweth up, and
becometh greater than all herbs, and shooteth
out great branches; so that the fowls of the air may lodge under
the shadow of it” (Mark 4:30-32).
A mustard seed is so small that you can hardly see it, let
alone handle it (1-2 millimetres or 4-8 hundredths of an inch
in diameter), yet it grows to become larger than all other
plants seeded in the garden of Jesus’ day (reaching heights
of 3 - 4.5 metres or 10 -15 feet) and provides shelter for
birds.
Jesus teaches in Mark 4:30-32 that the kingdom of
heaven is like this mustard seed. Its beginning is so small
that it is hardly noticeable. Its daily growth is largely
undetected. And yet God’s kingdom grows larger and
larger and spreads further and further, until it fills the
whole earth.
A few years ago, we visited Israel. As you approach
Bethlehem, and are still some miles/kilometres away, you
see in the distance the mountain where Herod built one of
his great citadels. In fact, this mountain was not high
enough to suit him, so he commanded his servants to
remove one half of an adjacent mountain and deposit it on
the top of his chosen mountain, and then he built a huge
fortified castle upon it. When standing on top of this mountain viewing the ruins of Herod’s palace, one can look over
the fields of Ephrata and the city of Bethlehem. Somewhere
in that area, in a cave or shelter of an inn, where the animals
of its guests were kept, a baby was born to a poor, unknown
mother and wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in one
of the animal feeding troughs.
Compare these two. Herod’s richly furnished citadel,
built on a mountain, visible at great distances compared
with a newborn baby boy, lying in a manger with the
animals, because there was no room for his mother at the
inn. At that time, this would appear like comparing the
greatest cedar tree with a mustard seed. But the baby
“mustard seed” grew larger and larger and its roots and
branches spread wider and wider. And what do we observe
today? Tourists look at the ruins of Herod, whose reign and
kingdom are no more. But the mustard seed, the kingdom
of heaven, the kingdom of the Babe born in Bethlehem is
2

alive yet today and has spread across the globe.
Let this truth encourage you. God often begins His kingdom works as mustard seeds. But years later, one looks back
with amazement on how God blessed and prospered His
work. How amazingly great the mustard seed has grown!
Mukhanyo Theological College began as a mustard seed
25 years ago. When attending Mukhanyo’s 25th
Commemoration a few months ago, I spoke with Dr. Flip
Buys, its founding principal. He began with 5 students in a
Diploma of Theology program. Never did he ever imagine
what we observe today with approximately 90 higher
education theology students, 650 distance education
theology students and 170 teachers receiving basic Bible
education, plus new church-based training courses at a lower
academic level for local church leaders and workers, as well
as theological and teaching conferences, etc.
Yes, God has amazingly blessed Mukhanyo’s ministries
and programs. The Mukhanyo “mustard seed” has
developed into a significant “tree” and is continuing to grow
larger and spread wider. To God be the glory! And what a
blessing, that we, as HRC family, may assist in supporting
this work through providing its principal, Dr. Brian DeVries,
as well as funding for a full-time professor/lecturer, and
serving as a Member Church of the College.

MISSION UPDATES
CMI Mission to Israel - Introduction
Rev. Henk Bergsma

We appreciate the opportunity to provide a short introduction to Christian Ministry to Israel (CMI) through this article
in Glad Tidings. CMI began as an ad hoc committee of Free
Reformed Missions International (FRMI) back in 2009, with
the mandate to promote and support the proclamation of the
Gospel among people around the world, starting in Israel.
Our partner in Israel is the HaGefen Publishing House in
Rishon LeTsion, Israel, of which Rev. David Zadok is the
administrator. In Canada, CMI replaced Christian Witness to
Israel (CWI) a British based organization which under
altered Canadian tax laws could no longer collect charitable
funds in Canada. CMI has full charitable status in Canada
for the work among people around the world: in Israel, in
the United States, and, as a recent development, in Budapest,
Hungary. Members of both FRC and HRC churches serve on
the Board of CMI.
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CMI’s main focus continues to be the support of the work
of Rev. David Zadok and the team at HaGefen publishing
which translates and distributes Reformed literature into
modern Hebrew and Russian. CMI’s support also includes
the Grace and Truth congregation in Kanot, Israel, of which
Rev. Zadok is the Pastor.
The financial support of FRC and HRC members these
past 10 years has enabled CMI to finance several projects:
1) The translation and distribution of good Reformed books
such as Dr. Joel Beeke’s Family Worship and other books
such as: How Do We Plant Godly Convictions in Our
Children?; How Should Men Lead Their Families? and
sections of Matthew Henry’s Commentaries.
2) Annual Purim Parcels for Messianic soldiers in the Israeli
Defence Force. These Purim Parcels include a number of
gifts, such as snacks, toiletries, a Bible and Christian
literature.
3) A Russian Magazine, containing evangelical messages to
Russian speaking Jews. More than 10,000 of these are
distributed several times a year.
4) Providing and distributing Sabbath School material for
the Grace and Truth congregation and other Christian
churches in Israel.
5) Evangelism to Holocaust survivors by Grace and Truth
by means of dinners and programs at Grace and Truth.
6) Support for Albert & Esther Knoester, a missionary
couple from the Netherlands in the Negev desert. They
live in Dimona where they operate a “drop in” coffee
shop on the main street downtown, as well as a home
church.
7) The most recent project is the support of Rev. Imre Zold
of the Hungarian Reformed Church in Budapest who has
started evangelizing to the Jewish population
(100,000+!!). CMI is partnering on this project with the
Dutch NRC Board for Israel as well as the
Interdenominational Da Costa Foundation, also in the
Netherlands.
8) The Brooklyn project: this project is still in the infant stage
but will strive to bring the Gospel to the large Orthodox
Jewish population located in and around New York City.
CMI is also privileged to be closely affiliated with similar
organizations in the Netherlands such as the Isaac Da Costa
Foundation and the Board for Israel. This has proven to be a
great encouragement to us. We have combined meetings
with a number of its board members, combined speaking/teaching engagements in Israel with its representatives,
and have cross-reference suggestions about prospective new
projects and opportunities.
CMI seeks to increase its exposure through a variety of
activities such as guided tours to Israel, banquets focusing
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on the work of CMI with speakers such as Rev. David
Zadok, and fund-raising concerts. (Watch for a series of
upcoming concerts and dinners in Fall 2020, D.V.)
We hope that this brief introduction to CMI will have
been of interest to you. Please pray that the Lord will
continue to bless the efforts of CMI and that He will receive
all the honour and the glory. “And so all Israel shall be saved.”
Romans 11:26
Cheques should be made payable to Christian Ministry
to Israel and forwarded to Christian Ministry to Israel, 8
Weneil Dr., Freelton, ON L8B 0Z6, Canada. On-line
donations can also be made through Canada Helps:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/

The city of Jerusalem

The Temple Wall,
or Wailing Wall
at Jerusalem

Entrance to Grace
and Truth Church
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Pastors and Elders Conference at Grace and Truth Church

Special worship at Grace and Truth Church

INDONESIA –
Reminiscing Twenty Years
Listening to Mr. Sommer speak of the first years in
TanaMbanas and comparing that to the happenings over the
twenty years, one is reminded of the Word found in Isaiah
55: 8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Mr. and Mrs. Sommer went to Sumba to drill a well so
the people in the area of TanaMbanas would have access to
some much-needed water in a semi-desert like area. Within
two years the project would be completed, and the Sommers
would move on, so they planned and thought. The Lord had
different plans as the Sommers state: “The more we helped
the people, the more we felt the great need they possessed.
It was God’s calling for us to stay and minister to this poor
community.” Mr. Sommer brought the Word of God to the
people and Mrs. Sommer helped with relieving the sick and
4

helpless. Isaiah 41:10 spoke loud and clear, “Fear thou not;
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness.” A commitment
was made to be obedient… and so the mission had begun.
Isaiah continues in vs. 10-11 “For as the rain cometh
down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So
shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
The water from the well not only provided much needed
physical water but provided opportunity for many to hear of
the living water through the Word as it was taught and the
physical relief of sickness and helplessness as the Sommers
ministered in Word and in deed.
As more people came, the physical needs of infrastructure
increased. The Lord also provided in this area. Although
always struggling as funds seemed to be minimal for food
and the essentials, there were some generous donations from
time to time to build much needed infrastructure. It was
decided to build a workshop and in that way the locals could
be taught how to use various tools and inspire them to
improve their own homes and way of life. This also provided extra space where Sunday school and other gatherings
could take place.
The village men were greatly involved in raising a
building around the first dug well—a building which also
contained a few washrooms. People started coming from
many kilometres away to obtain much needed water.
Opportunity to bring the Word of God increased as did the
number of children coming into the Home. Adjustments and
some additional space were added to the original house, yet
the house became too small to accommodate the needs. A
generous donation enabled the building of a new Home for
the children, completed in 2002 and able to accommodate 25
children. An addition to the Home was later added.
Incorporated into the addition was a very large cistern under
the main hall / living area which would collect and store
water during the rainy season for use later. Through his construction experience, Mr. Sommer was able to engineer this
to the amazement of all around. Completed in 2007 the home
could now accommodate 120 children. This new Home was
called “Pengharapan” or “Hope.”
Through all the construction, the Word of God remained
central to the mission. The place the locals met in as a church
was not much of a structure. In 2004 a new church was built,
the locals being involved and providing the labour. Other
churches were also helped as opportunity presented itself.
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Education became a concern, as the local education system was less than desirable, yet the number of children
needing education kept growing. In 2008 construction of a
Christian School appropriately named Rehoboth began.
Now the children could be taught from a biblical perspective
and discipled in the ways of the Lord. In the last few years
the school has been opened to some of the local children as
well, thereby presenting more opportunity to bring God’s
word to the community. Just this past year accreditation for
grades 7, 8 and 9 was granted, and 3 new classrooms and an
office were added to meet the government requirements.
Not only the locals but also the government education
department has noticed the school. Rehoboth constantly is
ranked as one of the top, if not the top school, in the region.
In 2013 the education department funded the building of a
library addition to the school. This was completed and is
used as a library and computer lab.
In 2015 Mr. Sommer approached the Burgessville
consistory to help him transition the mission in preparation
for his return to Canada. A committee was formed for this
purpose. In 2017 Bernie and Ina Pennings were approached
to consider taking on the co-ordination of transitioning the
project to eventually be totally indigenous run. This is a
huge task, however a very important step towards selfsufficiency and preventing western dependency. In April
2018 Mr. Sommer returned to Canada to spend time with his
wife and family in Canada.
Going back to the words in Isaiah, the water provided to
the area of TanaMbanas on the island of Sumba in Indonesia
has given, and continues to give, opportunity to bring the
Word of God. Does this mean that all who hear the Word
respond positively? The answer is obvious: not all will
respond positively. There are disappointments, there are
those that will do whatever is necessary to obtain physical
relief, without embracing the spiritual wellbeing of their
eternal soul. In obedience the mission continued and it can
be said as has been experienced “Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness.” Isa. 41:10.
Going forward, what can we expect? Situations are not as
they were 20 years ago; the culture of the local people has
changed; there are different thoughts; technology will bring
changes. Even though there is at the present time no local
internet signal, no universal electricity (currently provided
on site by generator), little local industry or business opportunity, it is all coming. The dynamics of the region will
change, in some ways for the better, but in other ways there
may be even greater attacks on the spiritual well-being of the
people.
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We calculate, we figure, we plan for the future, also for
this mission, but let us also remember to seek the Lord for
wisdom and seek His will for the well-being of His church.
We must recognize and acknowledge that His thoughts and
ways are higher than ours, and His Word shall accomplish
what it is sent out for. As Samuel placed the stone between
Mizpeh and Shen, 1 Sam. 7:12b “and called the name of it
Ebenezer, saying, “Hitherto hath the LORD helped us,” so
may we look at Pengharapan Home and Rehoboth School at
TanaMbanas and say “Ebenezer, hitherto hath the Lord
helped us.”

Children take turns reading the Bible in Sunday School

Distributing
vitamins

Early days feeding
children

Even on a fun day we gather around the Word of God and a meal
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Bernie, Daniel
and Ina Pennings

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Church of Chilliwack, BC –
What Does the Lord Have Planned for Us?
Every meal is closed
with scripture
reading and prayer
Mrs. Sommer helping
children on the road

Saturday night we sing praises to God to prepare
ourselves for the Lord's Day

Sunday school is an outreach to the children of the community

20th anniversary celebration
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One of the most pressing questions on the
mind of our congregation is, "What does the
Lord have planned for us?" The Lord has set
this question before the Chilliwack congregation in three particular ways.
First, the question is before us in the form
of our new building. Humanly speaking, He
has given us a building that is too large for us. We are a
congregation of less than two hundred and our building’s
sanctuary, with the balcony, can seat almost four hundred.
There are rooms for every congregational activity, for
hospitality and food preparation, and for ample storage,
with several rooms left over.
Second, the question is put before us with our neighborhood. We now have a new neighborhood, quite different
from those of many of our members and their families, in
which to witness. The building is in a residential area a few
blocks from downtown Chilliwack. Homelessness, drug and
alcohol addiction, and crime are daily occurrences that
powerfully shape the reality of our church's neighborhood.
Third, the question is before us with the culture of our
congregation. The members of our church family are from a
culture largely informed by, and reflected in the practices of
Dutch immigrants after World War II. We often seem isolated from broader Canadian culture and we sometimes feel
intimidated by people from different cultural backgrounds.
We do not know what to say or how to act. Further, it can be
challenging for us to share our faith. Many wrestle with
doubts and concerns about their own state before the Lord,
so they find it difficult to give a reason for the hope that is
within (1 Peter 3:15) and to ask others to follow Christ as we
follow Him (1 Cor. 11:1).
At times these challenges can feel a bit overwhelming and
we begin to wonder, what does the Lord really have planned
for us? Questions pass through our minds and hearts: How
are we supposed to use this building for God's glory? What
can we do to help our neighbors? Can we provide practical
help without enabling them in their sin? Can we bring the
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gospel to them in a way that is relevant to them? Do we risk
change to help others? Are we ready for the opportunities
He gives us?
Have you and your congregation ever wrestled with
questions like these?
At times we may even be tempted, like the people of
Israel, to forget God's promises (Num. 11:1-6, 14:1-4, 16:41,
17:12, 21:5), but we must trust His Word. We must not judge
by what is before us. As Solomon said, "No man knoweth
either love or hatred by all that is before them" (Eccles. 9:1).
We must not judge the will of the Lord by what is before us,
but rather by what He has given: "The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong
unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words
of this law" (Deut. 29:29). We must not judge by our
weakness but by His blessed provision: And he said unto me,
My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am
I strong (2 Cor. 12:9, 10).
Let us trust in the blessed promises of the Lord our God
for the sake of our Saviour Jesus Christ. As the Scriptures
say, "for all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen,
unto the glory of God by us" (2 Cor. 1:20). And further, And we
know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified. What shall we then say to these things? If
God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
with him also freely give us all things? Rom. 8:28-32
Because of the work of our Lord Jesus we never need fear
what the Lord has planned for us. As His Word says, Ye that
fear the Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help and their shield.
The Lord hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the
house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron. He will bless them
that fear the Lord, both small and great. The Lord shall increase
you more and more, you and your children. Ye are blessed of the
Lord which made heaven and earth. -Psa. 115:11-15
And further, For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray
unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart."
-Jer. 29:11-13
DECEMBER 2019

It is the great comfort of our congregation that no
matter how large the building, no matter the challenges of
our neighborhood, and the differences in culture, our Lord
Jesus will bless, prosper, and uphold us as we seek to
worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:24) and disciple
the nations (Matt. 28:19). In light of His Word of promise
for Jesus’ sake, how else could it be for our congregation or for you and yours?
Prison Ministry
Included is a letter from a prisoner and a photo of the
prison where ministry to prisoners is provided.
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH REPORT
Grace Reformed Christian Church, Harrison, Arkansas
Our small flock in Harrison, Arkansas is teeming with little
ones! It’s a wonderful kind of energy. Yes it is noisy at times
— and not always a joyful noise — but a blessing. Children
are a heritage of the Lord. And they remind us of the
covenant the Lord has made with us and our children.
When you read this it is exactly 20 years ago that Scott
and Char Peterson reached out to the Heritage Reformed
Congregations (HRC). Together with Gerrit and Evonne
Rozeboom and one other family (all had moved from other
states to Arkansas), they were searching for a church where
they and their children would be taught the reformed biblical truth. All their children were still young and unmarried,
and finding a good church became very important and
urgent. Char had heard a lot of good things from her sister
in Hull, Iowa about this fairly new denomination. She told
them about other outreaches that were served by visiting
HRC pastors and students. So Scott and Char, with the support of the Rozebooms, prayerfully approached an elder of
the Jordan, Ontario congregation to come over and help
them become an outreach as well.
Their cry for help was heard and student Jim Greendyk
was sent in February 2000 to preach for these few families.
That Sunday they gathered in the home of the Rozebooms
and loved the preaching. Soon after that Dr. Beeke took the
trek to the homestead of the Petersons, fording a creek after
opening and closing gates while surrounded by cattle…not
his regular cup of tea. But the welcome was warm and the
conversations lively. Many pastors and HRC seminary students came to preach and visit the slowly growing group of
worshipers.
The preaching was immensely appreciated, but not less
appreciated was the fact that all their questions were welcomed and carefully, honestly, and biblically answered.
Before the year 2000, they often worshiped with a Reformed
Baptist Church in the neighborhood, where they liked the
fellowship but still longed for something more. Slowly they
began to understand what they had been longing for. And
they continued to gather together in each other’s homes,
even in between the visits of preachers. They felt a growing
desire to be truly committed to the HRC, also publicly, and
began to rent a small facility. These first years Gerrit and
Evonne selflessly contributed the most, both practically and
financially, to the outreach.
The year 2004 was a year of firsts. Pastor DeRuiter came
to shepherd them for a year, and three new families were
formed—through marriage! Also a few families from the
outside began to join. Over the years many more weddings
8

followed and with them the blessing of children.
As with anything here on earth where sinful man is
present, difficulties and trials were not absent. People left,
others joined, some to stay, others to leave again. The place
of worship changed a few times, but the Word of God, and
the work of God prevailed. The three years between pastors
were especially difficult, but the Lord provided once again
by sending Pastor Lipsy in 2008 to shepherd the flock for five
years. And when he was called to another congregation,
Pastor VanderZwaag took his place in 2013.
The year 2018 was special in that we were able to
purchase our very own church building. What a joy to have
a real sanctuary, classrooms and a large dining hall with
beautiful kitchen—and a gym for the kids! Since most of our
members and attendees live farther away (2 hours and fifteen minutes is the farthest) we have a potluck lunch every
Sunday which really facilitates fellowship, as you can see on
the photos. I had hoped to make a photo of all the children
in the church, but some families were not able to be here last
Sunday. When every family is present there are 31 children
from 16 years to new-born—and four mothers are expecting!
Another token of the Lord’s goodness is that we are financially independent since August this year. We are so grateful
for all the years of help and support given by the denomination. “Ebenezer: thus far the Lord has helped us!”
The desire of Scott and Char to have a church
community where they and their 7 children will be taught to
live and die according to the Word of God, from generation
to generation, has been graciously fulfilled. The faithfulness
of the Lord is ever an encouragement to not give up on the
work of God. Men, families, and pastors, may come and go,
but the Lord remains.
“Our hope is in the name of the Lord, who created
heaven and earth, and who does not forsake the work of His
hands.”
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YOUTH EVANGELISM
Chilliwack Youth Group – Amy Roos
In July, the Chilliwack HRC had a Youth Camp for young
people in Grades 6-12. This year, we had 19 youth attend
from a variety of churches. We spent three days and two
nights at beautiful Monck Park near Merritt, BC. During
the camp, the youth participated in hiking, swimming and
kayaking as well as group games. Each evening, we ended
the evening with devotions given by the leaders. This year
the topics were entitled, “Sin: Missing the Target” and
“Godly Living”. The youth also participated in Bible
Quizzes. We were blessed with beautiful weather and
enjoyed each other’s fellowship.

Fellowship at Grace Christian Reformed Church

The Peterson Clan - from just a family of eight to 31!
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Shoeboxes
Each year, the Lighthouse Youth Group from Chilliwack
assembles shoeboxes for the Philippines. Through our
contact with Strong Roots Ministry, we are able to give 50+
children a shoebox filled with toys and necessities. We
include soap, washcloths, toothbrush, toothpaste, combs,
toys, pencils, note pads, balls, stickers, clothing, stuffed animals and so on in the boxes. After a devotion from our Pastor
on our attitudes while filling the shoeboxes, the Kids Club
members (Gr. 3-5) assembled boxes from pre-purchased
items while our JR and SR youth (Gr. 6-12) went shopping
for their items to include in the boxes. Every year, we get a
picture back of the boy or girl from the Philippines who
received our box. We hope God will bless these small efforts
to the extension of His kingdom.
10

Glad Tidings

DECEMBER 2019

Book of Daniel Bible Quiz
1: Which of the following is not one of Daniel's three
friends? (1:7)
Shadrach
Belteshazzar
Meshach
Abednego
2: What did Daniel and his three friends eat instead of the
king's meat and drink? (1:12)
Bread, fish and water
Pulse and water
Leftovers and vinegar
Bread and milk
3: Which king dreamt of a large statue of a man made from
different metals? (2:1, 31-33)
Nebuchadnezzar
Cyrus
Darius
Belshazzar
4: What happened to the statue made from different
metals? (2:34)
It toppled over and the head and hands fell off
It came to life and walked the earth
A stone hit the feet and broke them into pieces
A man with a scythe came and chopped it down
5: What did the different metals of the statue represent?
(2:36-42)
People
Regions of Babylon
Babylonian artifacts
Kingdoms of the world
6: Why were Daniel's three friends thrown into the fiery
furnace? (3:12, 19, 20)
They wouldn't bow down to Nebuchadnezzar's
golden image
They continued to pray to their own God
They could not interpret the king's dreams
They would not eat the king's meat
7: Who or what was the fourth person in the fiery furnace?
(3:25)
Daniel
The form like the Son of God
Mordecai
The Devil
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8: What happened to King Nebuchadnezzar? (4:31-37)
He was assassinated by a servant
He was killed in a fierce battle
He lived as a beast before being restored as king
He handed over the kingdom to his son who later
had him murdered

16: Which angel told Daniel the meaning of his vision of the
ram and the goat? (8:16)
Uriel
Michael
Raphael
Gabriel

9: Which king had a feast using the gold and silver vessels
from the temple in Jerusalem? (5:2-3)
Nebuchadnezzar
Cyrus
Darius
Belshazzar

17: To what does the "seventy weeks" prophecy refer?
(9:24-27)
The coming of the Messiah
The destruction of Babylon
The fall of Jerusalem
The Kingdom of God

10: What did part of the writing on the wall "Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin" mean? (5:26-28)
God…has given your kingdom to the Medes and
Persians
You will have a long and happy reign
You must stop worshipping the Babylonian idols
You will have a son who must be dedicated to the
God of Israel
11: Who was thrown into the den of lions? (6:16)
Shadrach
Abednego
Daniel
Meshach

19: How did Daniel react to the vision by the river Hiddekel?
(10:8)
He felt ill and weak
He trembled with fear
He sang a song
He praised God
20: What did Daniel's final vision describe? (10:14)
The destruction of Persia & Media
The life of the Son of God
What shall befall his people in the latter days
How his life would be ended by his enemies

12: What happened to the lions in the den? (6:22)
They fought with each other
They ate everyone who was thrown into the den
They went to sleep
An angel shut their mouths

Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

13: What four beasts did Daniel see in a vision? (7:3-7)
Eagle, Bear, Lion & Wolf
Lion, Dragon, Serpent & Bear
Lion, Bear, Leopard & Terrible beast
Cherubim, Eagle, Lion & Dragon

MISSION FINANCES

14: Who did Daniel see sitting in a throne in his vision? (7:9)
An angel
The Ancient of Days
King Darius
The Lamb of God
15: How many horns did the ram in Daniel's vision have?
(8:3)
1
2
3
4
12

18: What did Daniel see by the river Hiddekel? (10:5)
A great and terrible beast
A flaming chariot
A man clothed in linen
A spinning wheel

Rob Koppert and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our current financial statement. We thank God
for the means He has given us through you, our supporters, to
continue our mission endeavours.
We are up to date on all our support, for which we give praise
to our God.
Please remember the Mission Committee, missionaries and our
mission endeavours in your prayers and in your financial giving,
also as we explore further opportunities to fulfill our mandate in
spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through this dark world. Thank you.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
• Micah DeVries Birthday – February 8

Christina explaining parts of the new school addition in Sumba, Indonesia

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email miskinza@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Bernie and Ina Pennings, 32920 Talbot Line, Iona Ontario,
Canada N0L 1P0
Email: buildingstonesministry@gmail.com or
bpennings@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 852 7134

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Facing a Task Unfinished
Facing a task unfinished
that drives us to our knees,
a need that, undiminished,
rebukes our slothful ease,
we who rejoice to know you
renew before your throne
the solemn pledge we owe you
to go and make you known.
Where other lords beside you
hold their unhindered sway,
where forces that defied you
defy you still today,
with none to heed their crying
for life and love and light,
unnumbered souls are dying
and pass into the night.
We bear the torch that flaming
fell from the hands of those
who gave their lives proclaiming
that Jesus died and rose;
ours is the same commission,
the same glad message ours;
fired by the same ambition,
to you we yield our pow'rs.
O Father, who sustained them,
O Spirit, who inspired,
Savior, whose love constrained them
to toil with zeal untired,
from cowardice defend us,
from lethargy awake!
Forth on your errands send us
to labor for your sake.
Frank Houghton
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