Glad Tidings

Official Publication of the Mission Committee of the
Heritage Reformed Congregations
Mission Committee
Rev. Jan Neels, Chairman
Jake Sinke, Vice Chairman
Chris Carbone Secretary
Jason Beeke, Treasurer
Dr. Cornie Bleeker Bill Klyn Jake Nijsse
Henry DeVries Bill Tanis, Sr. Russ VandenToorn
Editorial Committee
Editor - Rev. Jan Neels, Chairman
Email: jneels1@sympatico.ca Telephone: 905-562-0606
Jake Sinke, Miskin MLC, Missiology
Dr. Cornie Bleeker, DeVries MLC
Bill Tanis, Sr., Molenaar MLC
Bill Klyn, Finance Committee
Jake Nijsse, Tent Making Ministry
Managing Editor - Jane Korevaar
Email: janekorevaar@sympatico.ca Telephone 905-877-5666
Youth Editors - Gerrit & Julia Sinke
Email: gerritsinke@yahoo.com Telephone 403-317-3065
Editorial Assistant - Coby DeJonge
Subscription Managers - Paul & Jane Pols
1875 Leonard Street, NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504
Email: bsgt@hnrc.org Telephone 616-791-9486
Glad Tidings is published quarterly, March, June, September and December. Articles and
announcements are due by 25th of January, April, July and October.
It is available free of charge and without obligation to anyone who requests it. Please
send address changes to the Subscription Manager. Please provide new and old
address.
Printed by Advance Graphics, St.Catharines, Ontario
Additional Sources
For a list of printed Reformed literature (both new and used books in English
and used books in Dutch), write: Reformation Heritage Books, 2965 Leonard
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525, or visit our on-line bookstore at
www.heritagebooks.org.
For a subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth write: The Banner of
Sovereign Grace Truth, 1875 Leonard Street, NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49504 or
email bsgt@hnrc.org.
For free sermons write: Inheritance Publishers, P.O. Box 1334, Grand Rapids, Michigan
49501.

CONTENTS
Spring 2008 ~ Volume 10, No. 1
MEDITATION – Rev. Wade Koenen
How the Exclusivity and Superiority of God Should
Affect our Evangelism ......................................... 1
EDITORIAL – Rev. Jan Neels
The Gospel Promise in Mission Work ...................... 1
MISSIONARY UPDATES
South Africa – Rev. Arthur Miskin …...…………………. 2
Zambia – Rev. Cees Molenaar ................................ 6
CHURCH EVANGELISM – Fort Macleod, Alberta
Mission & Outreach Activities – Rev. Wade Koenen ...... 6
YOUTH EVANGELISM – Gerrit & Julia Sinke ................
Design a Logo Contest ………...…..…....................
Future Trip to South Africa – John-Mark Averink ..........
Chilliwack HRC Youth Group – Sandra Stam ...............
Bible Quiz .......................................................

8
8
8
8
12

INDIVIDUAL EVANGELISM
Individual Outreach – Anonymous ........................... 9
EVENTS FROM THE CHURCHES
Trip to Cambodia – John & Henrietta Van Woerden ....... 10
MISSION FINANCES – Jason Beeke
October 1, 2007 – December 31, 2007 ..................... 12
POEM – Mary A. Thomson
Haste, Thy Mission

MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations
missions program is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming
the message of salvation alone in Jesus Christ throughout the
world, in order that lost sinners might be reconciled to God in
Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For free sermons and radio messages of HRC ministers write: The Gospel Trumpet, 540
Crescent NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed
doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619). Though never officially adopted as such due to
rootage in the continental Reformation, the Heritage Reformed denomination is also
in agreement with the Westminster Standards (1640s): the Westminster Confession
of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.

Rev. Arthur and Dr. Sonja Miskin at the promotions ceremony in Potchefstroom

For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.

Please pass this magazine to a friend or bring it to Bible Study.

MEDITATION

How the Exclusivity and Superiority of God
Should Affect our Evangelism
Rev. Wade Koenen

Psalm 86:8-10 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord;
neither are there any works like unto thy works. All nations whom thou
hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify
thy name. For thou art great, and doest wondrous things: thou art God
alone.
In Psalm 86:8-10, the Psalmist extols the superiority and
exclusivity of the Lord. He states in verse 8, "Among the gods
there is none like unto thee, O Lord."
The Lord is superior to all other gods, which are created in the
sinful depraved imaginations of men, including Allah, Buddha,
and the pantheon of gods in the entire world. The Lord is
superior to all other gods, because His works are superior to the
works of the gods of the world (Ps. 86:8). The Lord is also
superior because He is the exclusive Lord of the universe: “thou
art God alone” (Ps. 86:10). (cf. Is. 37:16, Is. 44:6.) What are the
wondrous works that the Lord does? These works are of two
kinds: creative works and, works in redemptive history. Here in
this psalm the psalmist is speaking of works in the redemption of
individuals from the guilt, bondage and power of sin. This
redemption is through the person and work of Jesus Christ (cf. 1
Tim. 2:5). Ps. 86:5, "For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive;
and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon thee. His
works are wondrous because they are brimming with mercy and
compassion." He answers prayer, forgives sin, and brings into a
personal relationship. The wondrous work of redemption is
exclusive to the Lord and because of the wondrous work of
salvation; He is superior to all other gods.
Although the words of the psalmist are well known and are and
have always been confessed by the Church, the exclusivity of the
Triune Lord has never been a popular doctrine. It is not a popular
doctrine in today’s society. Relativism and tolerance have seeped
into the mainstream thinking: “What works for you is good for
you and what works for me is good for me.”
This may be a temptation to lull even those in Christian circles
into evangelistic apathy: “If they are happy and fulfilled as they
worship their gods, let them go their own way; we will not
bother them.” Or, “what is the use; they will believe what they
want to believe; we cannot change them.”
The exclusivity and superiority of the Lord should serve as
twin spurs to goad us on and encourage us in our evangelistic
endeavours.
The superiority of God makes Him able to wondrously include
all nations in worship of His name. Ps. 86:9-10, "All nations whom
thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; and
shall glorify thy name. For thou art great, and doest wondrous
things."
There are the powers of darkness, the powers of sin and the
entrenchment of sin, religious apathy and ignorance, language
barriers and cultural barriers, and the entrenchment of
generations of false thinking and worship (1 Peter 5:8, Eph. 2:2,
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Rom. 6:17, Ps. 10:4, Eph. 4:18).
The barriers are not impossible for the Lord to overcome, for
the Lord is great and does wondrous things. The Lord does
wondrous things by His Word and Spirit. His Word transcends
cultural differences (Eph. 2:14-16). He breaks through the powers
of darkness (Eph. 1:13, 2:5). God’s word transforms the apathetic
person into a fervent joyful sons or daughters of the Most High
God (Eph. 1:5-6). God’s Word breaks through generations of false
thinking and worship (cf. I Cor. 6:11).
Some time ago I was in a tepee, visiting a member of the
Piquani (Blackfoot) Nation. Many people of the Piquani Nation
are immersed in animism (the worship of animal spirits) and
syncretistic religion. As we ate elk burgers on banack bread, we
read and discussed this very verse from Ps. 86. Our cultures were
obviously very different. He is the only man I know who has a
tepee in his front yard. Yet we had much in common. Our
conversation centered on the exclusivity and superiority of the
Lord, the preciousness of the Lord Jesus, and the awesomeness of
a personal relationship with Him. I was filled with awe and
wonder as we left each other’s company – this very text was
verified right before my eyes! Through this meeting, I was
encouraged and motivated in the months to come to spread the
gospel to the nations.
As we consider the work in our denomination’s mission
endeavours, we also are seeing the nations coming to know and
worship the Lord. Let the truths of God’s superiority and
exclusivity serve to encourage us to go to the nation outside our
door. Let it encourage us to assist where we can in spreading the
gospel to the nations of the world who are all coming and who
will come to worship the Lord (Ps. 86:9, Matt. 28:19-20).

EDITORIAL

The Gospel Promise in Mission Work
Rev. Jan Neels

When we engage in mission work, whether in local evangelism,
church planting, or foreign missions, we always approach that
work with a promise. It is God’s promise of salvation through
faith in Jesus Christ. As Reformed missionaries we are well aware
of the Reformation watchwords: Scripture alone, grace alone,
Christ alone, faith alone, to God’s glory alone. When we do
mission work, however, we come with the Word of God in our
hands and hearts. We approach sinners, because the gospel is a
message of hope only for sinners.
The Canons of Dort, in the Second Head, Article 5, states in its
first part: Moreover, the promise of the gospel is, that whosoever believes
in Christ crucified, shall not perish, but have everlasting life. The
confession simply quotes the words of our Lord in John 3:16, “For
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” This is the message we bring to perishing
sinners, a message with a promise. It is the very promise that the
Lord Jesus Christ made during His earthly ministry. To all who
heard the Word, that gospel promise was proclaimed.
It is instructive to note that our forefathers followed the clear
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example of Christ when they summarized Scripture’s teaching on
how this promise was to be preached. Should there be some
cautions, limitations, and conditions? We read their conclusions
in the second part of Article 5: This promise, together with the
command to repent and believe, ought to be declared and published to all
nations, and to all persons promiscuously and without distinction, to
whom God out of His good pleasure sends the gospel.
In our entire mission work let us be biblical and confessional,
not only in our message, but also in our approach. That means we
will not only proclaim the promise, but along with it, the
command to repent and believe the gospel. Let us herald this
message to all nations and peoples, beginning in our circles, and
spreading beyond. Let us ensure that we spread the message of
the gospel’s promise, promiscuously and without distinction. Let
us not place unbiblical hurdles before people, as is done when we
demand that certain conditions be met prior to proclaiming the
gospel. Let us always keep in mind that when we are involved in
missions we are doing that work among people “to whom God
out of His good pleasure sends the gospel.”
Therefore, we ought to be humble in the Lord’s service because
we are not doing our work, but His. What a blessing to be
involved in any way in missions. Whether locally, or overseas,
whether by prayer, or financially, let us always keep in mind that
we are doing gospel promise work. Some years ago I was
privileged to witness the installation of a pastor in a
congregation. The officiating minister repeatedly reminded the
pastor that he would not be bringing his own word, but God’s.
He also stressed that the salvation of sinners is God’s work, not
the minister’s. That’s why all the glory in salvation goes to God
alone.
I wish each of you the Lord’s richest blessings in your
missionary endeavors this year. Remember that you come with
God’s gospel promise. I thank you for your faithful prayers, and
financial assistance for HRC Missions. Let us hope and trust that
the Lord will crown His gospel promise proclamation with an
abundant harvest of souls all over the world.

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
SOUTH AFRICA
Izindahbah zahseh Ahfrica
Rev. Arthur Miskin

Dearest Church Family,
The end of the year has come a lot faster than any of us could
have anticipated. With its coming, we once again need to do an
appraisal of the work we have done in the Lord’s vineyard. First
and foremost, we truly can say that the Lord has been
persistently faithful in providing all things necessary for the
adequate performance of our ministerial duties – wisdom,
strength, ability, direction and sustenance. Even more, He has
given willing hearts to do that which He has required Ps.110:3.
Any shortcoming or failure has solely been due to our own
human inadequacy. Certain developments through the year have
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served to more clearly point out to us where the emphasis of our
various ministries are to be. I would like to mention a few:
The teaching work at Mukhanyo Theological College has very
much stabilised, in that I know what is required of me in terms of
courses to be taught. My main burden of teaching seems to be in
the area of Practical Theology – Pastoral Theology and Homiletics.
The focus of the Homiletics courses is on expository preaching, the
theory (a one semester course) and the practice (weekly practical
preaching sessions). This is proving to be very enriching in terms
of my own understanding of the essentials of expository
preaching. Two further courses will also be taught which tie in
with the Homiletics: a course on basic biblical interpretation
(Hermeneutics) and another on Biblical Theology, which seeks to
focus on the redemptive historical development of the Old
Testament and its fulfillment in Christ.

Mr. Oupa
Nkoana with his
wife Monica at
the graduation

The students have done fairly well in terms of their final
examinations. It has been a great challenge to teach redemptivehistorical concepts to African students, especially the application
of Old Testament passages to Jesus Christ. The combination of
Homiletics with Hermeneutics and Biblical Theology might go a
long way in helping the students develop this mindset when they
exegete the Scriptures.
A highlight of the year, as usually is the case, was the graduation
of several students. This event serves as a reminder that the work
is ongoing and that, importantly, it is bearing fruit. Mr. Oupa
Nkoana, a Mukhanyo graduate with whom the Rietvallei English
congregation has developed a working relationship regarding
church planting in the future, was one of the graduates. There is
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the possibility that he might be called and sent out by the English
congregation, in partnership with the Afrikaans mother church, to
labour as missionary minister in this fledgling congregation. More
will be said of this later.
The arrival of Dr. Brian DeVries has been a great asset to the
college. I am quite convinced that the Lord will use him to great
benefit of Mukhanyo. His particular giftedness and abounding
energy is well suited for, among other things, the academic
environment. He has been very helpful in setting up my teaching
curriculum in its present form.
The academic year has drawn to a close and the College is in
recess until January 14, 2008. The year has been quite hectic in
terms of lecture preparation and teaching, particularly bearing in
mind our double visit to North America in one year. Our second
visit took place mid-semester, and took up three weeks of
teaching time. This put a lot of pressure on me to get done with
my teaching courses in the time that was remaining. I will
certainly need to plan all trips in future very carefully
In terms of furthering my own academic qualifications, I have
enrolled for the ThM degree at PRTS. I hope to attend two
courses at the Seminary later next year between 26 May and 6
June, if the Lord so wills. This coincides with the midyear break at
Mukhanyo. It also is my desire to complete the course presented
by Dr. David Murray on Christ Centered Preaching before then.
My intention is that these studies enhance my teaching
curriculum at the College.
The work at Nakekela HIV/AIDS Step-down Facility has been
going from strength to strength. A few things need to be
mentioned in this regard.
Building operations have just about drawn to a conclusion at
the clinic. The bed capacity now is 12 patients, though we at first
hope to upgrade to 10 patients to see how the staff copes.
Joke Parre, the Dutch lady who was very instrumental in getting
Nakekela up and running, will be stepping down as the project
manager in February/March 2008. She hopes to be useful
elsewhere in the MCDC organisation, until she and her husband,
Joop, return to the Netherlands sometime in the future. The post
she will be vacating has been advertised internally, with
interviews of applicants commencing early in the New Year, with
a view of making an appointment before the end of January 2008.
More sad news for us is that Hannes Pieters, our man in the field
who was so integrally involved in the critical care of many of our
patients, has resigned his post at MCDC and will assume duties at
the Thembalethu Home Based Care Project in the New Year. This
work forms part of the Shongwe Mission, which is situated near the
Swaziland and Mozambique borders. He will be involved in the
same kind of work he was doing at Nakekela. His emphasis,
however, will be home based care done on foot, with a more
concentrated gospel input among those to whom he is reaching
out. This is the very place where Hannes started out (in home
based care) some four years ago and, in a sense, he is returning to
his ‘roots.’ He has informed me that many HIV positive patients
cross the border from Swaziland in search of medication, only to
die at the mission because medication is unavailable to aliens who
have no valid South African identification documents—an
SPRING 2008

extremely sad situation and yet an amazing gospel opportunity.
Our God of all grace can and does use utterly hopeless situations,
humanly speaking, and turn them out for the good of His
creatures. What to us appears hopeless, He uses in such a way as
“…to save much people alive” (Gen. 50:20). Our prayer is that he
will continue to serve the Lord in this demanding work that he
seems so particularly gifted to do. Please do continue to pray for
Hannes and the essential work he does.

Farewell
function
for
Hannes

With Joke stepping down, the roles of Sonja and I have come
under some scrutiny and discussion. As things now seem, Sonja
will be overseeing the medical care of the whole of MCDC. This
includes the orphan children served by the day care centres, the
staff of MCDC, and the patients at Nakekela.

Joke Parre and Hannes
Pieters, two of the
founding members
of Nakekela.

At our recent MCDC planning meetings it was decided that
our focus as an organisation needs to be towards restoring
dysfunctional families, particularly the orphans and vulnerable
children within those families. It is only once we reach this level
of society that we will begin to have an impact on the ravaging
effects of HIV disease. Only once the families, the basic
God-ordained building blocks of society, have been restored will
there hopefully be a reduction of the terminal cases we see at the
clinic. Seen from this very important perspective, the expansion
of Sonja’s work base must be seen in a very positive light, as well
as an important step in the right direction.
The suggestion also has been put forward that as a member of
the Board of Directors of MCDC I will, together with the other
members of the Board, take on a broader and more strategic role
in terms providing direction and oversight of the ministry of
MCDC as a whole. In my capacity as director, I will specifically
take on an advisory role within the Board on the direction,
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strategies and performance of MCDC’s Health Support Program.
Due to time constraints on my part it seems unlikely that I will be
involved in hands on work at clinic level, although I will make
every effort, as time allows, to visit staff and patients so as to
maintain contact and to give spiritual insight and counsel,
wherever possible. All of these things are still in planning stages,
and will probably only be finalised in the new year, together with
other restructuring that presently is taking place within MCDC.
This means that my main areas of involvement will be at the
College and the English church plant, which is steadily increasing
in its demands, with medical management responsibilities
mainly at the Board level. Sonja, on the other hand, will be busy
with the more practical aspects of medical service delivery and
evaluation of MCDC as a whole and not only confined to
Nakekela as has been the case these past two years.
Several noteworthy developments have taken place on the
church plant side. The various ministries in the church are
becoming established and, slowly but surely, the Lord is
prospering the work. With David we can truly say: “Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name. For the LORD is good …”
Ps.100:4, 5.
In October of this year Dr. Brian DeVries and I did a
colloquium doctum before the Potchefstroom University Seminary
senate, which was highly successful in terms of
outcome. We were asked to submit two written sermons and were
thoroughly examined by the various professors in all the relevant
areas of academic theology. It very much felt as though I was back
at school again! The examination was performed in a brotherly
atmosphere and the opportunity was afforded me in the course of
the questioning to testify of God’s grace in my conversion and the
subsequent call of God into the ministry at a relatively late stage
of life. These were touching moments and I recognised again how
important it is for the Christian to be prepared at all times to give
an account of what the Lord has done for him. It has a remarkable
impact on those who listen, particularly God’s children who
every now and then need to hear and be assured that God is still
working out His salvation, sometimes in the most unlikely
people. The Bible requires this of us. Legion was sent back home
by Jesus to speak of what God had done for him, “and he went
his way, and published throughout the whole city how great
things Jesus had done unto him” Lk.8:39.
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Pastors DeVries and Miskin with Dr Henk Stoker of the Rietvallei
Reformed Church after acceptance as candidates in the RCSA

Then, in November we were once again comprehensively
examined at the regional classis, of Pretoria, or Tshwane, as the
recent name change would have it. This time around the
examiners were various ministers within this “particular synod”
and so, quite understandably, the nature of the questioning was
directed towards the practical, more than the theoretical. Again
the prevailing atmosphere was one of brotherly cooperation. The
proceedings at this synod were, as it were, a carbon copy of how
things are done at our semi-annual classis. One of the questions
directed to me was this: “How would you respond if members of
your congregation were to say to you, ‘Rev. Miskin that was such
an entertaining sermon!’” My reply was, “I would be deeply
disturbed if that were the case. But if, however, they were to say,
‘That was a very convicting sermon,’ I would be delighted.” The
normally serious proceedings were interrupted by loud laughter
and a round of applause! We were unanimously accepted as
ministers with permission to minister within the Reformed
Churches of South Africa. This is a very significant step for the two
of us with regard to our individual and combined ministries in
South Africa. One of the outflows of this development is that the
English church plant can now move towards setting up
independently from the Rietvallei Reformed Church, while
maintaining an active association, the scope and nature of which
is yet to be determined. We are now in the process of looking for
suitable facilities in which to conduct our worship services. This
particular need is becoming quite pressing, seeing that we now
need to start with evening services. Once a suitable facility has
been identified, the necessary steps would then be taken, in
consultation with the Rietvallei Church Council, to set up as a
separate English-speaking Reformed Church within the Reformed
denomination of South Africa. Quite interestingly, the consensus
at this stage is that in the evening services we preach through the
Heidelberg Catechism because, as a rule, our congregation has a
need for the explanation of and instruction in the various biblical
doctrines. We have been exceedingly blessed as a congregation
this past year. Real spiritual growth has taken place in the people,
a wonderful sense of fellowship is developing within the church
and numerical growth has taken place. On an average, some 60 –
70 people attend the worship service on Sundays. This is a far cry
from the ten or twelve we started with two years ago, and who are
still with us to this day. We hope to have our web site up running
by the end of January, through which we hope to promote
Reformed preaching and teaching in English. By congregational
vote recently, we opted for www.onlycomfort.co.za as our web site
name. This very much states where we stand confessionally but
also what we hope to make known – there is no true comfort in
this life outside of Christ.
Another very significant development is that Rev. Oupa
Nkoana, a church planter/evangelist in the Hammanskraal area
and a graduate of Mukhanyo Theological College, was examined
at the same regional synod. He is the first black graduate ever to
be examined by this body. He has been pronounced a candidate
for call within the Reformed churches of South Africa. The hope is
that some form of working relationship can be set up between the
English Reformed Church/Rietvallei Gereformeerde Kerk and the
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Reformed work he is establishing in Hammanskraal, just north
Pretoria.
One more very important development that has taken place in
the Reformed Churches of South Africa is the doing away with the
separate synods (black and white). In future all local, regional and
national classis are to comprise both black and white churches in
the various areas. Given the history of the country, we can expect
a few initial obstacles but most would agree that the time has
come to do away with these distinctions and work towards unity
among churches of all races, which hold to the same creeds and
confessions. This is our duty, as the Lord Jesus himself
commanded (John 17:20, 21).
Other important events that have taken place this year, and
which deserve mention, are the following:
The first thing is the visit by the Heritage Reformed
Congregations youth and young adults in August. This was a very
valuable learning experience for all concerned. The local people
with whom they interacted were very favourably impressed by
their conduct, especially within the homes of the families where
they visited and stayed. I would strongly urge our denomination
to consider ways of perhaps sending smaller groups of serious
minded young people on a more regular basis on similar
missionary trips to South Africa.

The HRC youth group in the Pilansberg Game Park
Dori Averink of our Burgessville congregation spent an
extended time with us in South Africa and was very useful in a
variety of ways within the broader MCDC. It is our sincere hope
that the Lord might see fit to bring her back to labour here in some
form of ministry that lies close to her heart. MCDC, and Nakekela
in particular, has been richly blessed by several mature and
committed ladies who have come out to South Africa and who
have, through their focused works of service, made a tremendous
impact upon the communities where they have lived and served.
It is our earnest prayer that more such workers would be sent to
labour in the communities that so stand in need of their skills.
We had the privilege of visiting North America on two
occasions this year. The first was a visit by our whole family in
May/June. We are very grateful to the denominational Finance
Committee for generously taking care of the travelling costs. This
visit meant a lot to all of us, especially the children. This visit was
SPRING 2008

one of the highlights of the year for all of us. It was so wonderful
being back again in North America and in many ways it was like
a homecoming. Being among the people whom we have grown
to know and to love was a very special experience indeed. Our
son, Gordon, was allowed the fantastic opportunity of attending
the end of year banquet with his school leaving friends at
Plymouth High School. We also had the immense privilege of
being part of the Niagara bikeathon, at which an amazing
amount of money was raised for the Nakekela clinic. At one point
I was quite unsuspectingly drawn into the event and found
myself, together with Rev. Kelderman, biking along the Niagara
Peninsula. We are humbled by the amazing level of commitment
shown by all those, young and old, who participated in this
event.

That’s me on a
rather under
sized bicycle
at the
bikeathon!

Our second visit combined Word & Deed fundraising events
on behalf of Nakekela with my attendance at the fall Classis
meeting. This trip was decidedly busier, maybe even too busy for
all that needed to be done in the time available. On return to
South Africa, my teaching duties resumed the very next day. The
trip, as a whole, was very good in terms of contacts made at the
dinners with other denominations, churches and brothers and
sisters not part of our churches. The Lord in a very particular way
also provided quite abundantly for the Word & Deed funding of
Nakekela, for which we are deeply thankful. We thank all of
those dear people who were involved in planning and executing
the various dinners. They were nothing short of superb. But
more, we extend a very special word of thanks to all who
attended the dinners and who gave sacrificially to the cause of
Nakekela. We remember the words of Solomon in this regard:
“He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the LORD; and
that which he hath given will he pay him again.”
Our family is doing well. Our children have excelled at school
and our son hopes to go to University next year, D.V., to do a
BComm in Law. Scarlett enters grade 12 and Morgan grade 9. At
the annual Christian Schools Convention, their school’s team, of
which both Gordon and Scarlett are members, were runners up
in the national Bible bowl (Q&A) competition. Scarlett also won
the individual piano prize for a piece that she played. Our
ongoing prayer is that we all would use these gifts and talents to
the glory of God and the extension of the Kingdom of His Son.
I hope to spend some time away with my family in the Cape
between Christmas and the 9th of January. We will also be

Glad Tidings

5

spending some time in a place called the Strand. We will be
staying in the manse of the Reformed Church there and the
condition is that I preach for the congregation on the Lord’s Day,
in Afrikaans! This is a first and I anticipate the opportunity with
some measure of trepidation. It would appear, however, that our
acceptance as ministers in the Reformed denomination in South
Africa will afford us more such opportunities to bring the Word.
Early in the New Year we anticipate a visit from Mr. Bernie
Pennings from Word & Deed, as well as a visit from John and
Henrietta VanWoerden of the Chilliwack congregation. We look
forward to having these dear friends in the Lord with us. It helps
much in maintaining our contact with the churches in North
America.
As the year closes we truly can say: “Hitherto hath the LORD
helped us.” Even when we are faithless, “… yet he abideth
faithful: he cannot deny himself.” We approach 2008 with an
eager anticipation of what our Almighty God will yet accomplish
through His people, who look to Him for all things.
With Christian love,
Rev. Arthur Miskin and family.

P.S. You might notice the Zulu title. It literally means news out of
Africa. It is pronounced Izindahbah zahseh Ahfrica. The name
was developed in consultation with Rev. Oupa Nkoana and Sister
Emma at Nakekela.

MISSIONARY UPDATE – ZAMBIA
Rev. Cees Molenaar

Covenant College 2007 Graduation
One of the highlights of the year is the graduation ceremony.
Prior to the ceremony, the students who are finishing their
studies particularly feel this. For us, it is a hectic time to get
everything prepared in time, varying from the government
official’s speech to the food for the many guests.
Thankfully, progress was noted even in the preparation: the
farm provided a fat pig (so we didn’t have to chase one in a
village), and a tailor was found to produce the special graduation
caps (so Mirjam did not have to cut and paste them together).
With some grass mats tied to the roof, the lecture hall was
extended by several yards in order to provide all the visitors with
at least some shade.
On October 12th, we concluded the last term of 2007. This term,
23 brothers were learning together to be further equipped for the
work of the Lord that He called them to. Although all students
follow the same program, there is great variety among them.
Some barely manage the academic requirements, battling with
English and reading. This year, the group of graduates also
included some very gifted brothers. In the future, we hope to
encourage and coach some of them to continue their studies. They
can become teachers again, so that this work of training leaders
may extend deep into the villages of Zambia.
The graduation was again a beautiful session of celebration and
thanksgiving with many representatives from student families
and churches, and from the local and district authorities.
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Covenant College belongs to this area, is appreciated by the
churches, and is desired as a training ground by pastors.
We worship God for His faithfulness despite human frailties; He
has maintained the work over seven years now. Many are the
needs and opportunities we see ahead of us yet; His goodness
motivates us to carry on and hope on Him for even greater
blessings.

Recovering
That one and a half years at the mission had taken a lot from us
we noticed this when we took a break from it in November. We
needed quite some time to recover from this. From November to
the end of January, we stayed in the Netherlands. It was good to
live a normal family life. The challenges in terms of leading the
college and the mission as a whole made it almost impossible to
devote myself to Mirjam and the children. We knew from the
literature that the first time at the mission field is so demanding
especially on children; and indeed, we went through very difficult
time as a family. It was good to have attention for each other and
to invest in our relationship with Joas and Rhoda.
Twice our furlough was interrupted by travel; in December
Mirjam and I made a trip through Scotland, presenting the work of
the College to various Free Church Continuing congregations.
This church is one of the largest supporters of the College. In
January, I visited North America to meet with the Mission
Committee and do mission presentations in Franklin Lakes,
Jordan, Burgessville, and Grand Rapids.
At the end of January we knew we had to return to the mission
field. The calling from the Lord has not changed. The need for the
work is only becoming more apparent to us now we have gotten
into the situation deeper. But we have also learned that we will
need to watch ourselves and give ourselves wisely.
Church in Mission
With the help of God we have started a new year at the mission.
And with our arrival there, the HRC as a denomination also is
continuing its mission work in Zambia. Biblical mission work does
not know of individual’s successes. Only when we are together in
the work in Zambia will it truly prosper. Biblical mission work
does not know of exclusive distant mission either. Let the support
for and information from Zambia encourage each one of us to be a
missionary in our own place. Then we are a Church in mission
indeed.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Fort Macleod, Alberta
Mission & Outreach Activities
Rev. Wade Koenen

We have been involved with several different outreach endeavours
within our community and the Lord has also inclined the hearts of
some within our congregation to become involved in mission
work in the Agua Prieta mission in Mexico. The Lord has given us
two primary ministries in Fort Macleod, an old age home ministry
and Vacation Bible School.
The Lord has given us the opportunity to minister to the
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members of two care facilities for the elderly once a month. The
Pastor, visiting pastors and members of the congregation have
assisted in conducting a service that lasts about one hour and
consists of singing, prayer and a short meditation on a portion of
the Word of God. On a Sunday evening we have 10-20
individuals gather with us. We have enjoyed our ministry in their
midst and have found that some eagerly look forward to our
times of ministry with them. We pray that the Lord will
strengthen His people and add as many as are predestinated to be
saved through the power of His Word, also at the care facilities of
Fort Macleod.
The second ministry that the Lord has privileged us to be part
of is the Vacation Bible School. Karlee Winn, a participant and
helper with the Vacation Bible School (VBS), has written the
following report on this ministry.
This past summer, the Lord has allowed us to
successfully complete our 9th VBS and we are truly
thankful for that. However, I have to be honest with you
and share the fact that VBS preparation is very time
consuming. It includes hours of brainstorming with
fellow teachers; surfing Internet sites for craft ideas;
shopping for supplies; creating sample crafts; etc. And
the work doesn't stop there because during the week of
VBS this mom turns into a bus driver (11 children join me
for the 45 minute round trip); teacher; and of course,
janitor! Now, you might be thinking, is VBS really worth
it? Is it a blessing? Yes, it is! Let me explain a few of my
memories. This past summer I couldn't help but notice
the number of moms who didn't just drop off their
children. They stayed to listen to the morning devotions;
helped out at the craft tables; made and brought cookies
and other healthy snacks; and supervised at the park
during playtime. One mom even volunteered to care for
a disabled child so that she could participate in all the
activities. This mom carried the child up and down stairs;
outside to the playground; and even brought her home at
the end of each day! Wow.... the Lord does incline hearts
in the most compassionate ways! And what about the
children? Yes, they did the usual. They listened to the
Bible stories that our Pastor had thoughtfully prepared;
studied Bible texts; and learned the words to several
wonderful songs. They used their creativity to put
personal touches on their crafts, and simply enjoyed the
camaraderie of fellow classmates. But, they also did the
unusual. These energetic, young people walked across
town to the Extended Care Facility, the Special
Development Unit, and the Pioneer Lodge. That
morning, many lonely, elderly folks were cheered when
the children's voices sang out these words: “My God is so
Great, So Strong and So Mighty, There is Nothing My
God Can Not Do!”
Our prayer is that this same Great God would send
His Holy Spirit into the heart of each person who
attended VBS, and turn dead bones into living stones
who live to glorify the Great Corner Stone and love their
SPRING 2008

neighbour as themselves. Thank you to all of you who
helped to make this 9th VBS a great success!
Members of our outreach have also been involved in the
mission effort that has taken place in Agua Prieta, Mexico. We
have conducted a bottle drive designated to collect money for
formula for the malnourished babies in this region. Mr. and Mrs.
Rob Slawson and family have also traveled to Mexico to
distribute the formula and to labour in Word and in Deed among
the people of the Agua Prieta mission. Mrs. Correen Slawson
shares the following report.
Located approximately 60 miles south of Douglas,
Arizona in the hot sunny Sonoran desert, lies a little place
called Agua Prieta. Agua Prieta is a border town with
approximately 110,000 people. The name Agua
Prieta literally means dirty water. A ten-foot high steel
fence lined with crosses separates this town from the
USA, preventing any attempt to cross into the USA in
hopes of finding a better life. Due to lack of employment,
many of the people in Agua Prieta are without jobs or,
food, and are homeless or living in pallet homes.
This is where Agua Viva Ministries steps in, with their
mission to labour both in Word and Deed. The object of
Agua Viva is to provide “Living water in a dry, thirsty
land", to bring LIFE to DARKNESS - the gospel of Jesus
Christ in Word and Deed to needy people. Agua Viva
invites groups to come and labour with them in order to
help the people of Mexico.
After hearing and learning a little about this mission
endeavour, we decided to participate in this mission
effort. Our first experience was in 2005/2006 when we
traveled with 3 other young persons as well as our
daughter to experience the Mexico Mission Project first
hand. Our project was to help with construction of the
Church building; we were the "Truss Specialists". After
having such a blessed time, we decided to attend Mexico
Mission Trip 2006/2007 with two other young persons
and our daughter. We helped build the distribution
centre as well as helping in various other areas. It was on
this trip that we learned of the desperate need to provide
the babies of Agua Prieta with proper nourishment at the
early stage of life. Due to poverty, the mothers were only
able to feed their babies a mixture of water and flour or
cornstarch and water, so we launched and program
called “Feed the Babies”. This has turned out to be a huge
success, thanks to the generosity of our entire church
family and community.
We, along with our three children, have just returned
from our third Mexico Mission trip and can truly say it
was a blessed time. We had a wonderful group to work
with. When we saw each other once again it was like we
had never left, we just picked up from where we left off!
Seeing all our friends in Mexico and being able to help in
any way is truly a joy, and their love and thankfulness to
each of us, is a lesson in itself. We really were encouraged
to see the growth in the church, and to see how even the
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children are maturing in certain areas. It was wonderful
to be able to fellowship on a more personal level with our
friends by having dinner with them as well as spending
the night with them. They were so welcoming and went
out of their way to be hospitable to each of us.
Our joy was being able to help with truss construction
for the fellowship hall, as well as to supply some items of
necessity and to see the shelves filled with formula from
the various bottle drives the young people of Fort
Macleod and area had done! We look forward to putting
together a presentation for our church family so they too
can share in the joy of attending a Mexico Mission Trip.
This is such a wonderful experience for anyone, because
it truly does affect your thinking and really makes you
examine yourselves in light of the gratitude displayed by
our friends in Mexico. We have been truly blessed in
North America and God's Word clearly states how we are
to use our talents (no matter what they are) wisely. This
is one way to reach out and help those in need for the
sake of the gospel progress (2 Cor. 9:6-15).
We are very thankful for the opportunities the Lord has given
and it is our continued prayer that His name will be glorified and
His Kingdom would continue to come in Fort Macleod.

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
My question to you today is “are you a people lover or a people pleaser?” You might think this is kind of a strange question
and assume that as a people lover you will automatically also be
a people pleaser! Pleasing people is a nice thing to do isn’t it?
The truth is that there is a vast difference between loving
people and pleasing people. In this regard, we can learn from the
Pharisees where we read in Matt. 22:16: “Master” they said, “we
know that thou art true, and teachest the way of God in truth,
neither carest thou for any man for thou regardest not the person
of men”. Of course the Pharisees did not say this out of respect for
Jesus, but they said it to trap him. Nevertheless, what they said
was true. Jesus preached with authority. He preached what was
right and did not worry about what people would think or say
about him. He preached this way because he loved people for
their souls’ sake!
On the other end of the spectrum we see the apostle Peter, as he
is standing outside the house of the high priest as Jesus was being
questioned. “I don’t know what you’re talking about” he says
when asked by a servant girl if he also was with Jesus (note that
it was a servant girl, not a giant!). Peter, the disciple who
appeared the boldest and bravest of the disciples, struggled with
the fear of man! Later Peter grieved deeply for this sin and came
to realize that fear of people was a snare for him, as we can read
in 1 Peter 3:13-14.
And so if we answered the first question as follows “Certainly
I am a lover of my fellowman” then we will not be known as a
pleaser of man! When we are in public with our friends, we
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should not go along with the popular opinion, but do what is right
because scripture says it is right! Do you often come in contact
with young people who do not attend church, perhaps at your job,
school or other place? Love them for their souls’ sake and do not
be afraid to invite them to church, to speak to them of the hope
available in Jesus Christ and especially to show them by your
example that there is joy in the service of the Lord.
Only people lovers are not controlled by other people; only
people lovers are able to confront others when they see sin. I
would like to end with the words of Paul to the Galatians: “For do
I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I
yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” Gal. 1:10.
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke
Design a Logo Contest
Glad Tidings Magazine needs a logo for its cover. We are
inviting all of our youth to take part in a contest to design the logo
before April 15, 2008. Remember to use our text (Rom. 10:15) and
the name Glad Tidings. Use your imagination and design a logo
that will look great on our magazine cover. Please include your
name, address and your age. Entries can be sent to Jane Korevaar
at janekorevaar@sympatico.ca or they can be mailed to 13516 22nd
Sideroad, R.R. #1, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4S4. The winner will
receive a gift certificate for a book from RHB. Do your best!
Future Trip to South Africa
Dear Friends,
As you may know some of our young people have participated
in a mission trip to South Africa. We trust it has been a blessing to
both them and also those they were enabled to help. We again are
considering planning a similar trip for 2008 and/or 2009 most
likely during the months of July or August.
Please contact John-Mark Averink at jmcaverink@execulink.com
if you are interested. Please state when you would prefer to go.
The Miskin Missionary Liaison Committee
Chilliwack HRC Youth Group
The mandate of the Chilliwack HRC Youth Group is to provide
appropriate, meaningful and enjoyable activities for the youth,
within a Christian setting and context, alternating evenings where
a fun activity is planned and ones where the youth participate in
a service activity for the community. The Chilliwack HRC Youth
are divided into two groups, the Junior Youth (Grades 6-9) and the
Senior Youth (Grade 10 and up). For most activities junior and
senior youth meet on opposite Friday nights, with the exceptions
of things like the Car Rally and the Caroling Evening. We have a
youth center, where we can meet each Friday, and starting in
January, some Saturday evenings the youth centre will be open for
drop-in activities. Every Friday night activity begins with
devotions and discussion led by one of the youth leaders for that
evening. Our hope, with God’s help, is to mentor, model, foster
and promote a Christian lifestyle and walk.
On November 23, 2007, the Chilliwack HRC Senior Youth
Group participated in a random act of service night. After
devotions at the youth center, we piled into cars and drove off to
our first location. Our goal for the night was to knock on strangers’
doors and ask if we could rake, bag, and haul away their leaves. A
few people were sceptical that we really wanted to do this for free,
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but nobody refused our services! The first home we had picked
out had a large front yard full of leaves. We had more than 20 bags
of leaves from that yard alone. Along with raking their leaves, we
gave each house a small card which stated: “An Act of Service
Brought to You by the HRC Youth,” with the church website and
a Bible text on it. They were well received. Even though it was a
cold night, we stayed warm and had fun raking and playing in the
leaves, although we had far more bags of leaves than could possibly fit in the truck, so a little strategic planning was needed. After
it got too late to continue knocking on strangers’ doors, we headed back to the youth center for hot chocolate and snacks, a nice
way to end our enjoyable evening.
On December 22, 2007, both the Senior and Junior Youth groups
had a combined Christmas caroling night. There were a total of
about 60 people who participated in this activity where we drove
through downtown Chilliwack to hand out chocolate bars and
encouraging notes to the people we met along the way. Many of
us were piled onto a wagon but quite a few people also had to
walk alongside. We decided to make a stop at Ruth & Naomi’s
Street Mission to share our songs with the people there. We were
glad to share the good news of Christmas in song! We ended our
evening at Chuck and Heather Stam’s where we were treated to
warm drinks and food treats!
Sandra Stam

The Junior Youth Singing at Five Corners downtown Chilliwack

One of the junior
youth with the
basket of cookies

INDIVIDUAL EVANGELISM
Individual Outreach
Anonymous HRC Member
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Youth Group Raking

When we read or think of local outreach we tend to think of
reaching many souls… or at least a handful. We have read of
Vacation Bible School reaching upward of sixty children or of
prison outreach to hundreds of inmates. Some are reaching out to
numerous homeless people, providing meals for them, and
giving a message from God’s Word. We pray constantly that the
Lord will bless these means for the souls to which we minister.
Yet, as God’s people we must always be looking for opportunities
to be reaching out to individual souls the Lord sends across our
pathway.
Our family had the opportunity to live across the street from a
nine-year old girl who lived with her father. Her parents had
divorced and her mother did not want her, so she lived with her
dad. Although he loved her and tried his best to take care of her,
his job required him to be away from home from 6am until 6pm.
So he brought her to the day care in the morning, and picked her
up again after work. As a family we were burdened for her, and
suggested that we take her into our home during the hours her
dad was at work. So during the school year she was at our home
in the morning and afternoon. Now this was not an easy task, nor
was my heart always ready to do what I felt God was calling me
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to do. The two previous summers she had head lice, she did not
clean herself very well and sometimes smelled. Our children did
not always appreciate having her around, and found her quite
annoying at times. She seemed to always be conniving to get all
the attention.
Yet for two years she was in our home every day. We tried to
have supper at 5pm so she could do family devotions with us.
Even though she went to church she did not even know the
simple Bible stories. She had many questions during these
devotions. We gave her a children’s Bible History book to read for
her own evening devotions. She loved being at our house. Our
family atmosphere gave her a secure feeling. She longed to have a
mother. She told me every Christmas she would dream of coming
down stairs and her mom would be sitting there by her father
with a big bow on her head, and that would be her Christmas
present.
I also taught her to knit in the winter, and we would spend
hours talking. One time she asked if I would ever divorce my
husband. I answered her, “No.” I told her to pray that the Lord
would give her a godly man that loves God’s Word and if she also
loves the Lord and wants to obey Him she would not want a
divorce. So using every day opportunities I taught her the
principles of Scripture.
We have now moved away from that area, and only the Lord
knows what the fruit of this labour will be. We continue to pray
that,
The work accomplished by our hand,
Establish thou and make it stand
Yea let our hopeful labour be,
Established ever more by Thee. (Psalter 246)
The Lord Himself says in His Word, “Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40). Let us pray that
we do not neglect the local individual outreach. Let us also be
careful that we do not think that unless we are reaching many, it
is not worth reaching out.

EVENTS FROM THE CHURCHES
Trip to Cambodia
John & Henrietta VanWoerden, Chilliwack

Late in 2006 we started to plan for a trip, intending to go to South
Africa, where we have friends and acquaintances. However,
things did not go as we planned so our trip to South Africa was
put on hold and we began to explore an alternative destination.
God directed us in a way we did not expect.
We really wanted to go to a third world country and decided to
contact Darryl and Kara Dedert in Cambodia whom we had met
in the USA in the summer of 2006.
After making contact with the Darryl and Kara, we decided to
go to Cambodia. We made preparations and in January 2007 flew
to South East Asia where we arrived in the morning, well rested,
after an 18 hour flight. We were picked up by Darryl at the airport
in Phnom Penh and headed to their home where we spent the
next couple of days. After a few hours at their home, we decided
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to board a tuk tuk (motorized taxi cart) and headed for the city to
do some sight-seeing and get familiarized with the city and its
surroundings. What really struck us right away was the poor
conditions people lived in. The average income in Cambodia is
one dollar per day.
As we walked along the banks of the Mekong River we noticed
many beggars and people of any age with missing limbs. These
are some of the visible scars that remain after many years of war
and oppression by the enemy; leftover land mines have caused
many deaths and maimed people. It made our hearts cry to see
these people stumble through life, many having no shelter to call
home. We decided to walk into one of the many Buddhist temples,
where we met a monk in the garden studying. The first thing that
a Cambodian will do, if he speaks any English at all, is ask where
you come from. This was also the case with the Buddhist monk
(named Chy Samoen) and it did not take long before we were
engaged in a discussion about his country and his life. The
discussion led us to asking him if he knew or had ever heard about
the Bible. He looked at us but had no idea what we were talking
about. We were then able to share the Gospel with Chy in a simple
way and spent time in prayer with him. When it was time for us
to go he invited us to come back, sooner rather than later. We told
Chy we would be back within a few days with a Bible for him to
read. As we walked out of the Pagoda we looked at each other
with tears in our eyes and said, truly this is God’s doing. We were
astonished that the Lord had already heard our prayers and
opened doors on the first day of our visit!
Two days later we again met Chy and he invited us into his
Pagoda (part of the temple where the living quarters are located
for the monks that study and worship there.)
As a sign of welcome he had purchased two cans of Coca Cola
and two bottles of water to give to us. Again we shared the Gospel,
starting with creation. Many questions were asked by Chy. We also
gave Chy a Daily Bread booklet in the Khmer Language to read.
He promised to read the Bible and literature we gave him. We
were privileged to visit him again and also gave Bibles for his
fellow monks to read. We have kept contact with Chy via email
and the latest that we heard was that he was invited to Logos
International Christian School where Darryl Dedert is teaching.
He was given the opportunity to explain to the students what
Buddhism was all about. Chy shared very little of his beliefs as
again the Lord intervened in a wonderful way. The students and
teacher were able to share the Gospel with Chy and again we saw
how God rules over everything to the finest details. We must leave
Chy in the hands of our Almighty God and pray that Chy will also
be saved to glorify God.
Not a day went by that we were not able to share the Gospel
with someone. We spent many hours in some of poorest slums in
Phnom Penh. One day we met a young man in one of these slums
who, again, greeted us and asked where we were from. After some
small talk we shared the Gospel and gave him Christian
literature and a Bible. As we were talking in the shade of a large
tree a crowd of about twenty-five young people gathered around
us to listen. Not being able to understand English you could see
the questions in their eyes as they wondered what we were

Glad Tidings

SPRING 2008

speaking about. I told the young man that he should share these
books with the people around him including the Daily Bread
booklet. He looked at me and asked if he should read a story to all
the young people that had gathered around us? I said, “Yes,
please do.” He proceeded to read in the Khmer Language from
Daily Bread, the talking from the young people ceased and all
attention was on the young reader and the Bible reading that was
never heard by them before. Again we saw how wonderful and
beautiful God’s ways are and that He even makes use of people
that are ignorant of His Word.

Chy Samoen, the Buddhist monk in discussion
with Henrietta about the Bible
We traveled to some poor villages with a missionary couple and
witnessed first hand the work they were engaged in, from Bible
studies to health care and the spreading of the Gospel. Many dedicated missionaries and folks who are willing to give up a comfortable living in their home country can be found in Cambodia.
Daily we were amazed by God’s grace and blessings.

Handing out much-needed vitamins in a poor, outlying village.
(The lady in the middle was expecting their 10th child.)

On another occasion we decided to take a trip to Silk Island,
which is located in the middle of the mighty Mekong River. We
hired a tuk tuk with driver and set off for what we thought would
be a nice outing for the day and to visit the locals that weave silk
at their homes. After crossing the Mekong River onboard a
dilapidated ferry with on and off ramps made of dirt, we arrived
on Silk Island—a place where time appears to stand still.
SPRING 2008

Crossing the Mekong River on the way to Silk Island.
Only suggested for those who are able to swim!
After visiting several home-based silk weavers we stopped for
a refreshing and much needed drink. In January the daily
temperature is approximately 35C each day with very high
humidity. As we walked around we were again approached by a
Buddhist monk who lived in a Pagoda next to a small temple. We
were asked where we came from and upon hearing that we came
from Canada he proceeded to address us in French. He knew a lot
about Canada, including that French is spoken in Quebec. I had
to tell him that we only spoke English, which was no problem
with him. I shared the Gospel with this monk while my wife
stayed with the driver of the tuk tuk. We had little time to spare
because evening was approaching quickly and we had to cross
the river again as darkness sets in at 6pm. I could hardly get
away from this monk due to the many questions he had about the
Bible. During our conversation several other locals joined in and
they too showed much interest. Again I left literature and Bibles
with these hungry souls. While my wife was waiting for me she
took the opportunity to share the Gospel with our tuk tuk driver.
He was a very gentle and a soft-spoken man with a family and
also showed much interest in the Gospel. She also gave our
driver a Bible and the first opportunity he got to read it was when
we had to wait for our dilapidated ferry for our return trip across
the Mekong River. He separated himself from us as we waited
and he sat under a tree reading God’s Word. He brought us home
and when he left us he promised to read the Bible and thanked us
for the time spent together. Again we could reflect on a day
where the Lord opened doors beyond expectation.
The time came near that we had to leave Cambodia for our
home in Chilliwack. We decided to keep the last three days for
ourselves and spend some time in a small resort several hours
from Phnom Penh. Upon arrival in the resort we noticed that
only one other guest was present at the resort, giving us the
whole place to ourselves, including the many gardeners,
restaurant employees and others. As we sat down for dinner that
evening we were helped by a friendly waitress of 28 years old.
She worked from 6:30am to 10:00pm every day seven days a
week for thirty dollars per month and many hours travel from
family and friends. She informed us that her father had recently
died unexpectedly and how much she missed him. Tears welled
in her eyes and she left us quickly to crouch behind a buffet bar
to grieve with no one to comfort her. Again God had different
things in mind.
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Our last days that we had planned to spend in quietness and for
ourselves turned into days where we were able to share the
Gospel with people that had no idea that God even existed. We
handed over our last Khmer Bible to the employees of the
restaurant who promised to share it among themselves. How
often we stood amazed at God’s grace towards people that had no
clue about our Almighty God who created them and the Heaven
and Earth. We left this place with hugs and long farewells,
hoping to one day meet again.
Cambodia is a country where the hunger for God’s word is
great, ravaged by war and unrest, poor and despised, and yet God
knows where to find His people who hunger for His Word. We
were looking forward to seeing our family again and departed
from Cambodia with a sense of joy and thankfulness to our Lord
Jesus Christ for the way He directed us to Cambodia but also a
sense of sadness for the millions of Cambodians that have not
heard of Jesus Christ and His precious Word.
An orphan girl –
many children have
lost their parents
either because of
AIDS or the damage
of land mines
Bible Quiz

Please remember the people of Cambodia in your prayers and
pray that you also will be used for the Great Commission at home
or abroad. I could go on writing many pages about our wonderful
trip and experiences but want to leave room for others to write
about God’s wonderful dealings in other parts of the world. To God
be the Glory.

MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Please find below the financial report for the months of October
through December 2007. With thankfulness to the Lord, we have
been enabled to support our missionary endeavors. Please continue
to contribute for our financial obligations, but also plead for a rich
increase in the labors performed. The Lord’s blessing is needed, not
only in giving, but also in supplying sufficiently from the
‘storehouse of plenty.’
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – October - December 2007 (US$)
Balance October 1, 2007
$ 43,705.14
Income:
HRC Congregations
Child Sponsorship Program
South Africa Mercy Ministry Fund
South Africa Mission Trip
Total Income

Expenses:
Former Bali Child Sponsorship Funds
forwarded to Child Programs
in South Africa & Zambia
Bank Charges
Administration
Exchange Gain/Loss
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
South Africa Mercy Funds
South Africa Mission Trip Building
Zambia Mercy Funds
North American Travel
Total Expenses
Balance December 31, 2007

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance October 1, 2007
Income
Expenses
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Closing Balance December 31, 2007
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$ 75,699.80
918.30
35.50
180.00
$ 76,833.60

$ 14,389.00
390.24
500.00
522.49
3,402.90
2,280.40
20,177.63
12,215.29
7,131.52
7,583.10
177.96
1,200.00
581.85
$ 70,552.38
$ 49,986.36

$ 75,977.27
.00
.00

$ 75,977.27
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Jordan Youth
Caroling in the
Neighbourhood

SPECIAL DATES & NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or write greetings to:
Rhoda Molenaar, Birthday – April 6
Rev. Arthur Miskin, Birthday – April 8
Joas Molenaar, Birthday – April 9
Dr. Sonja Miskin, Birthday – May 22
Prayer for the Molenaar family as they reacclimatize to being stationed in Zambia.
Prayer for the new semesters at Mukhanyo and Covenant College which commenced in February.
Prayer for the church plant in South Africa.
Prayer for direction for Pastor DeVries as he is involved with a new urban mission in Sunnyside, Pretoria.
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, c/o Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park 086. Pretoria, South Africa,
Email: briand@mwf.net
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park 086. Pretoria, South Africa,
Email: miskinza@vodamail.com or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia,
Email: molenaarc@iwayafrica.com

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________ r FOR SOUTH AFRICA
r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR OTHER__________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Haste, Thy Mission

O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,
To tell to all the world that God is light,
That He who made all nations is not willing
One soul should perish, lost in shades of night.
Behold how many thousands still are lying
Bound in the darksome prison house of sin,
With none to tell them of the Savior’s dying,
Or of the life He died for them to win.

Proclaim to every people, tongue, and nation
That God, in Whom they live and move, is love;
Tell how He stooped to save His lost creation,
And died on earth that we might live above.
Give of thy sons to bear the message glorious;
Give of thy wealth to speed them on their way;
Pour out thy soul for them in prayer victorious;
O Zion, haste to bring the brighter day.
Publish glad tidings, tidings of peace;
Tidings of Jesus, redemption and release.

Mary A. Thomson
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