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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program is
to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone in
Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed
doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619). Though never officially adopted as such due to
rootage in the continental Reformation, the Heritage Reformed denomination is also
in agreement with the Westminster Standards (1640s): the Westminster Confession
of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.

After hearing the story of Gideon, the 4-6 year old group of the Fort Macleod HRC
Vacation Bible School, had fun making their own trumpets! Approximately 50 children
attended this year’s VBS.

Please pass this magazine to a friend or bring it to Bible Study.

MEDITATION
Devotions
Rev. Michael Fintelman

As Christians we often speak about “doing our devotions.” But
have you ever asked: where did that term come from, why and
how do we practice devotions, and what can we learn from doing
so?
It may surprise us that the root idea of the term “devote” has
within it the sense of separation. In Lev. 27, Israel was called to
separate or devote their lives, their animals, fields and money to
Lord. They were called to do this to show their dedication—that
they were owned by covenant to the Lord.
In this New Testament time we are called to devote or separate
some of our time to the Lord in Bible study and prayer. Paul
writes we are to be “redeeming the time because the days are evil”
(Eph. 5:16).
Why do we practice devotions?
• We need to be taught because we are naturally ignorant
(Job 8:9).
• Scripture is the ultimate source of truth (John 17:17).
• The Word of God is the seed of life (1 Peter 1:23).
• God’s Word is the normal means of our personal assurance of
faith (James 1:18; 1 John 3).
• The Word is what assists us to grow in the grace and
knowledge of Christ (2 Peter 3:18).
• The Word blessed by the Spirit equips us for evangelism
(Eph. 4:12).
• Prayer and scripture keeps families together. The old proverb
is tried and true: “The family that prays together stays
together.”
• We need to be equipped to fight the good fight of faith
(Eph.6:10-18).
• God is glorified the most when we bear much spiritual fruit
(John 15:8).
How do we practice devotions?
• Try to find a quiet place to be still and know that God is Lord
(Psa. 46:10). Elijah found the upper room, Peter was on a
housetop, and Jesus Christ went to a garden.
• Don’t approach the Bible unimpressed. The Bible is God
speaking to us. Over 400 times in the Bible we read this
phrase: “thus says the Lord.”
• Don’t approach the Bible prejudiced, thinking it exists to
simply supplement our knowledge.
• We should not practice devotions just to ease a burdened
conscience. When we engage in a religious act only to free our
conscience our motivation is incorrect.
• Go through the books in an orderly manner rather than a
hopscotch approach. The Lord is a God of order, so His
followers should be as well. Many Christians find it helpful to
follow a Bible reading plan.
• Question the passage. Ask: what sin is warned against, what
virtue is promoted, how can I apply this to my life? Always
ask this most important question: what does this passage
teach me about the Lord Jesus Christ?
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Lessons from practising devotions
• Remember that practising devotions is not an end in itself. We
don’t “do devotions” just to say we did them. We practise
devotions to ultimately give glory to God (1 Cor. 10:31). Yet, as
we evangelize to others we must stress the need to make daily
devotions a priority.
• We need to be patient as we dig into God’s Word. Remember
that the Bible took an eternity past to plan, and almost 2,000
years to write, so don’t be discouraged when we can’t figure
it all out in a month, or even a year!
• Finally, remember the words of Christ as He concluded His
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7:24-26). The foolish man heard
the word but didn’t put it into practice, but the wise man
heard the word and practised it. Let us do that by God’s good
grace.

Rev. Michael Fintelman

EDITORIAL
God Be With You
Rev. Jan Neels

“God be with you,” dear Glad Tidings Family:
The time has come for me to say good-bye to all the Glad Tidings
readers. The word good-bye comes from the phrase, “God be with
you,” and is said as a parting farewell. After addressing you from
the Glad Tidings pages in the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for
several years, we were able to begin our own publication in 2007.
You now have in your hands the seventh copy of Glad Tidings. As
part of our mission’s family I now bid you, our readers, “God be
with you.”
After four years as Mission Committee chairman, my term as
editor of this magazine also comes to an end. Yes, it’s already four
years since Mr. Jake Sinke, Mr. Bill Tanis Sr., and I were chosen by
our Classis to serve as members of this committee, joining seven
others. Much has transpired in those years, and we can only say
the Lord does all things well. From our disappointments with the
Bali Mission, to our joys in beginning to send out missionary
instructors to South Africa and Zambia, and through the many
meetings we had, in all things we acknowledge what the Psalmist
says, “Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give
glory” (Psa. 115:1a). Thanks for your dedicated service, Mr. Sinke
and Mr. Tanis.
I wish to express my appreciation to the Mission Committee as
a whole for your patience with me as your chairman. Together we
have made difficult decisions, easy decisions, and sometimes
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decisions that we had to revisit. Yet, looking back I can honestly
say you have been a wonderful group of godly men with whom
to work. I say to you too, “God be with you.”
To our managing editor, Jane Korevaar, and her assistant, Coby
DeJonge, I say a huge Thank you! Your dedicated service to our
committee has not gone unnoticed. We commend you to our
gracious Lord who has given you these talents and made you
willing to use them for His service. I hope and trust that you will
serve the committee as faithfully in the future as you have in the
past. To each contributing writer I also extend heartfelt thanks.
The many articles you submitted served to inform our mission
family, young and old, of what we are all about. At the outset we
said, “A picture is worth a thousand words,” and we’ve been able
to publish both pictures and thousands of words! I say to you,
“God be with you.”
I also wish to welcome our new chairman, Mr. John Beeke. Mr.
Beeke serves as elder in the Jordan HRC. He is not new to the
Mission Committee; indeed he served as chairman prior to me
taking over that position in 2004. So, welcome back, John. I wish
you the Lord’s blessings in your position. I pray you may do this
work with joy in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I remind you
and the whole committee that you are doing the Lord’s work, and
that His Word will never return to Him void (Isa. 55: 11).
Welcome back also, Mr. Jonathan Engelsma and Mr. Edward
Otten. As you again take up your work in the Mission
Committee, I pray you will do so with the same dedication you
had in the past, and with the same reliance on the Lord.
And now, a final “God be with you!”
With Christian love,
Pastor Neels

may have heard, South Africa has recently had to deal with the
social problem of xenophobia.
What happened here? The socioeconomic conditions in South
Africa are not good when compared with North America. The
living conditions of many people are far below the poverty line
and there is much unemployment. Yet the situation in South
Africa is better than in most other parts of this continent. So many
people of Africa have come to South Africa looking for work,
better education, better opportunities, or just simply survival.
Take for example the issue of Hispanic Americans coming to the
United States for work. This challenging issue appears to be very
complex. But the problem in South Africa is much greater – it is
said that one in five people here are foreigners (and more than 50%
of Sunnyside’s population are not South African citizens). So the
government has to deal with this challenge, especially in light of
the political problems across the border in Zimbabwe.
Due to significant cost-of-living increases, there has recently
been more competition for low-income jobs that attract foreigners
and for other similar resources. So the lower economic class of
South Africans has reacted against the problem of foreigners with
xenophobic protests, which even led to murder in a few cases.
Perhaps you have read about this in the global news.
A few of our students at Mukhanyo Theological College are not
South African citizens, so we had them stay near Mukhanyo’s
campus where they were safer. Fortunately the riots did not reach
us, and the Lord kept each one of the students safe. Workers from
North America were not in any more danger than usual since the
protestors were targeting foreigners from other African countries.

Rev. Jan Neels

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
SOUTH AFRICA
Aspects of Ministry
Dr. Brian DeVries

Greetings again from southern Africa! In this article, I would like
to describe various aspects of ministry here by discussing four
related terms. These terms may or may not be familiar to you,
but the concepts are common and the pictures they paint are
descriptive of my ministry here in Africa.
The first term is social xenophobia. The dictionary defines xenophobia as the fear and hatred of strangers or foreigners. As you
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The second term is Christian koinonia. This term is in direct contrast with the first. Koinonia is the Greek word that the Bible uses
to describe spiritual fellowship in the New Testament church (Acts
2:42, 1 Cor. 10:16, 1 John 1:3).
In the last months, it has been my privilege to experience
Christian koinonia on a number of occasions. For example, my
visits to Zambia in April and to Sudan in June were marked by
times of fellowship with God’s global church. It is a great privilege
to meet with Christian brothers and sisters in other cultures and
rediscover our spiritual unity in Christ while we seek to
understand and assist in each other’s needs.
But you need not travel far for Christian koinonia – most of us
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have the opportunity to experience it every Sunday as we gather
with other believers. We also can enjoy the mutual love and
encouragement of Christian friends throughout the week as we
meet for prayer, Bible study, and other social activities.
Last week Saturday was an example of one such activity. The
Sunnyside church plant hosted a braai at our home in Pretoria.
Braai is the South African word for barbeque; so you can imagine
what happened there! We had good attendance from the various
groups invited – Xhosa, Venda, Tswana, Zambian, Ndebele,
Dutch, Canadian, and one American.
The third term is Christian xenophilia. The dictionary defines
xenophilia as the love for people and things from other countries,
and the belief that these things may even in some ways be
superior.
Christianity, in its most basic doctrines, is more xenophilic than
xenophobic (Gen. 12:3, Rev. 21:24). In other words, Christians –
especially New Testament Christians – are distinctively lovers of
people from other countries and cultures, because it is our
Christian duty and desire to declare the gospel to all nations (Psa.
96:3; Acts 1:8). To prove this for yourself, do a simple concordance
search on how the Bible uses the words “heathen”, “Gentile,”
“nation,” and “peoples” (Hebrew: goi’im; Greek: ethnos).
So in contrast to social xenophobia in South Africa, I am
directly involved in ministries that desire to witness the gospel to
people from other countries. But in order to witness to people
meaningfully, you must first understand them; and to understand
them effectively, you must first love them enough to care and to
share and to be there for them in their needs. This is the difficult
duty of Christian compassion for the lost. So we must be more
xenophilic than xenophobic, which usually requires self-denial.
In the last few weeks, I have also spent much time preparing
lecture notes for a course on Intercultural Communication that
will be taught at PRTS in October. This is an important course
because it teaches how to understand people from other cultures
and, using this understanding; to be better equipped to witness
the gospel of Christ to them.
The fourth term is multiethnic harmony. The meaning of this term
is, perhaps, a bit more common: multiethnic (from the Greek
ethnos) refers to an assortment of different people groups; and
harmony is a combination of different notes in a single musical
chord.
Some Korean church leaders recently visited Mukhanyo and
Masibambisane (MCDC) to explore partnership possibilities. We
met during the week for fellowship and discussion. Then last
week Sunday evening, Dr. Flip Buys and I met with them and the
leaders of a large conservative Afrikaans church here in Pretoria.
The purpose of our discussion was to consider future cooperation
in kingdom work. Our meeting was productive and will
hopefully lead to several win-win cross-cultural ministry
partnerships in southern Africa.
The most memorable part of the meeting for me, however, was
the final minutes of our time together. Dr. Buys suggested that we
conclude by singing from Psalm 42. So we all sang the words of
this Psalm to the old Genevan tune, but we all sang the words in
our own languages.
AUTUMN 2008

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
SOUTH AFRICA
Nakekela Hospice
Dr. Sonja Miskin

Nakekela hospice is one of many projects run by the community
organization called MCDC. It is exclusively used for looking after
HIV/AIDS patients who are all in the terminal stage of the
disease. In other words, the people that we look after are close to
death. The need for a facility of this nature was initially identified
in 2004 by Joke Parre, Hannes Pieterse, and our present CEO,
Melanie Prinsloo. They realized there was an acute need for
palliative care in the KwaMhlanga area for people suffering from
HIV/AIDS. Most of these desperately sick people are abandoned
by their families, shunned by the community and left to die in the
most awful conditions. A small building was found, which was
purchased and revamped so that it could accommodate six
patients, with an office, bathroom and kitchen facilities.
The first patients were admitted in October 2005, when the
government granted us a licence to operate as a palliative care
centre. It soon became apparent that the need was far greater
than what we realized or could ever hope to meet. And so,
additional funding was sought for expansion. Starting July 2007,
we began our building, which was completed in January 2008,
and now we have a lovely, albeit small, facility. We have the
ability to cope with 15 patients because we added two more
rooms. We added a doctor’s office, a small pharmacy, a
conference room, and an office as well as an enlarged kitchen and
better bathroom facilities.
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The team of people working together has slowly been built up
over a period of two years, both in number and in ability. Our
quality of care is of a good standard, due to the dedication of
these people. Our clinic manager is Babette Grobler, who has been
with MCDC in other capacities for four years, but will now be
solely dedicated to Nakekela hospice. She is a great asset to the
team, having knowledge regarding labour relations, recruitment
and retaining of staff, good administrative skills, and a
background in public health matters (especially HIV/AIDS).
Also, in her own words, Babette feels that she is in the exact
position where the Lord will have her. She has a caring heart,
especially towards those who are marginalized by society.
Joke Parre, who was the initiator of the project, is now
semi-retired from management but is still actively involved in
various aspects of our work. She is initiating support groups and
Bible studies for patients that have been under our care and are
now healthy, on medication and back to living in the community.
Joke will continue with developing the skills in our staff and is
planning workshops for them as part of their continuing training.

I function as the
medical consultant,
responsible for all
patient care, inpatients (i.e. those with
us in hospice) and
outpatients (i.e. those
still at home and on
our waiting list). I am
also doing more work
in the field. This
means I do house calls in the various villages as we receive
requests for help. What I basically do is an assessment of the
physical, social, mental, and spiritual condition of the patient.
Then together with the family, or MCDC workers, I put into place
a plan of management for the patient.
We have a team of five housekeepers who are responsible for
all the planning of meals, buying of stock, cooking, cleaning,
laundry, ironing and other matters of household work on a daily
basis. What is remarkable about these ladies is that even though
they were unskilled, and a few of them even illiterate and
unemployed before Nakekela opened, they are now an
indispensable part of the good care that we give. For many of
these middle-aged ladies, this is the first job that they had ever

4

had.
We have a team of ten Care Workers, who do the basic nursing
work, but have no official nursing qualifications. They function in
teams of two, and enable us to keep a twenty-four hour staffing
presence at the clinic, seven days a week. We have, through
donated funds, been able to send them to workshops and courses
to teach them important skills like basic wound care, dispensing of
medicines, counselling skills, and some basic physiotherapy. They
are responsible for the feeding and cleaning of the patients, for
motivating them and for giving information to our registered
nurse. It must be remembered that most of these ladies were also
unskilled and unemployed before Nakekela started in 2005.
At the moment we have been blessed with one registered nurse,
Emma Masanabo. Apart from being a qualified nurse, she is also a
pastor’s wife, and the mother of an extended family of children
(she and her husband have adopted a number of orphans). She is
a wonderful asset to our project, mostly because of her warm,
patient, caring Christian character and her ability to counsel with
the Scriptures, in season and out of season.
The Lord has blessed us with a steady stream of volunteer
nurses from the Netherlands, Canada and the USA. These girls are
very important, as they can transfer skills that they have learned
in a first world setting to our staff. They are also a great
encouragement to all of us, especially our patients.
Up until the present day, we have had a total of 270 patients go
through our facility. When they come to us they are thin and
wasted, heart-broken and sad, dirty and malnourished, filled with
sores and fungi, and spiritually hopeless. Our plan of action
involves not only medication for the treatment of AIDS and the
accompanying diseases (i.e. tuberculosis), but also drastic
intervention in their personal hygiene. We also provide
nutritional support, in other words, good food with supplements.
The vegetables we give are grown in our own garden.

After the initial shock of their admission into our hospice, when
they start feeling safe among us, and if their mental condition
allows it, we formally and informally counsel them concerning
their spiritual condition. Formal counselling is done by Pastor
Sifiso, who functions as our clinic pastor. Informal counselling is
done by the rest of the staff, who pray for and with the patients.
Our intention is to turn them from hopelessness to the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ who is the One who can heal their bodies and

Glad Tidings

AUTUMN 2008

their broken spirits. He is the only one who can ultimately save
them from their physical and spiritual lost-ness.
When we started our care of these sick and outcast people, we
expected all our patients to die under our care. But, due to the
remarkable working of the Lord, and through our meagre efforts,
we found that thirty to forty percent of them turned from the
brink of death, slowly recovered and were able to go back home.
This was a completely unforeseen blessing, and we are very
grateful to the Lord for the miracles He is performing through us.
As you can well imagine, this project cannot continue without
considerable funding. Up until this point, we gratefully
acknowledge all our support from the reformed Christian
community. One of our two major funding organizations is Word
and Deed in North America, which receives contributions from
our Heritage Reformed churches, the Free Reformed
congregations, some United Reformed churches, and other
concerned individuals. The other major donor organization is Die
Verre Naaste, which is a reformed organization based in the
Netherlands. The yearly budget for all our expenses is divided
between these two organizations. We also should mention
individuals, friends, groups and churches that have supported us
by donating large items like a power generator, fencing, hospital
beds, medical equipment and medicine. We could not do without
these donations. People who know us and have come to visit have
brought us much appreciated supplies like vitamins, antibacterial creams, and dressings for wounds, etc. Then we must
mention the contingency of ladies who provide a never ending
stream of knitted blankets, knitted socks, knitted hats, pyjamas
and other items much appreciated by the individual patients. We
pray that the Lord will bless those who give us these items, for
their unending generosity. They will never realize how much it is
appreciated.
As we look into the future, there are some key areas in which we
need expansion or strengthening. Our small building at Nakekela
can only provide a limited number of people with help, but we
can extend our influence by enlarging our Home Based Care
program. With the help of Randy and Rose Finkbeiner, a new team
of Field Workers is being trained, the aim being to provide good
quality care in the homes not only for sick patients, but for orphan
children too. We would dearly love to be able to start an adult
foster home, for recovering patients without caregivers and for
those who are physically well but have lost their mental
capabilities due to HIV/AIDS and so cannot live independently.
Then we really need to consider a facility for sick children as there
are many who are, without their doing, infected by the HIV virus,
and they are the ones that suffer the most.
We have much work to do here. Some days are overwhelming.
Often we feel keenly the spiritual darkness of the situation. We are
at times frustrated by the superstition and ignorance that
abounds. We cry together at the loss of patients, especially
children. The lack of basic resources is an obstacle. The difficulties
are many. Is the situation hopeless? Of course not! Our Lord has
called some of us to this work and He has provided so much
where there previously was nothing. Where sin and sadness
abound we have seen God’s grace so much more abound. We have
AUTUMN 2008

material blessings sufficient for our work through the Lord’s
people from across the ocean. We have spiritual blessings
sufficient for every day according to the Lord’s faithful promise.
When our power seems small, we remind one another that the
Lord’s power and ability and wisdom and strength is especially
manifested in our weakness so that, at the end of the day, all the
glory will be to Him alone. It is a privilege to serve Him who
loved us and gave Himself up for us; He is so wonderfully
worthy.

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
ZAMBIA
Student Close Up
Rev. Cees Molenaar

The heart of all the activities at the Covenant College mission
post is the training of pastors. When you ask about our work in
Zambia, their faces come to mind: brothers whom the Lord called
to serve Him, taking in the teaching, and enjoying it!
Pastor James

Let me share with
you the story behind
one of these faces –
I’d like to introduce
you to pastor James
B. When James came
for an interview,
June 2007, he had
made up his mind. He had been asked by his church leaders to
plant a new church, but felt hampered by a lack of training. At
age 40, he realized Covenant College could offer him the
necessary training ‘close to home’. This is relatively true; there
are 80 kilometers of rough terrain between his house and the
College, and with the bicycle he had it would take him six hours
at least. But pastoral training in Lusaka, the country’s capital, or
Chipata, close to Malawi, is completely out of reach from any
perspective. He had prepared his family, talked to the church
leaders, and committed himself to be equipped for the work the
Lord wants him to do. He started that same month.
A month ago his bicycle finally gave up; several times he had
to go on foot for hours, arriving at home or at the College in the
middle of the night. In June this year, he received a new bicycle
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via the Mercy Fund of our church’s mission. Kenneth, the student
who keeps an eye on the bicycles, had warned me:”Anytime he
hits a pothole in the dark, his frame can break and he might have
a bad accident.” Considering how he persevered through his first
full year, we were glad to help him. Without a bicycle, his studies
would stop – and that would be a loss for him.
James, centre, with his ‘son’ Batwell
(left) and his ‘father’ John (right)
getting the new bicycle ready for the
long journey home

Under the trees at his home he
shared his life’s story, as
chicken was served and plenty of
Nsyima was distributed. He had
left Eastern Province, Katete, when
he was about 12 years old. He
went to stay with a brother who had left for the Copper belt, the
mining area close to the border of Congo. That is also where
James ended up; he worked in the mines for 16 years. The pay
was good, especially considering the few employment
opportunities back home. Death, however, always seemed
around the corner. Some friends died. He was rescued from
serious accidents more than once. But it left him uninterested in
the Christian religion that his parents adhered to.
In 1996 he brought his wife Agnes back to Eastern Province.
They joined her relatives in Sandwe, one of the last villages before
reaching the South Luangwa Valley (with the game reserves).
Loss of employment and relocation did not do him good. “I
became one of the worst drinkers in the village. I spent a lot of
money and a lot of time on beer. This continued until the Lord
intervened in 1998.”
Two pastors and some church members had targeted his village
for Evangelism. Although he was still a drunk at the time, these
brothers focused much of their effort on James. (One pastor is a
graduate of the College, and another, Pastor John D., is currently
enrolled). The first conversations at his home left him
uncomfortable, but he returned to his drinking straight after. The
evangelists, however, believed the Lord had started to work in
him. They could not start a church in Sandwe themselves and had
prayed that God would give them one person whom He would
use to plant a church.
They searched him out again and witnessed to him, warning
him to leave the life of sin, urging him to turn to Jesus Christ for
salvation. “That time the Holy Spirit came so strongly that I could
not resist any longer. I started crying right there. I wanted to
confess my sin; I wanted so much to leave the sinful life I lived.
And God has been so good to me. When they left my house, I was
a new man.” James’ face lit up again when he came to this part of
his story. The joy of that memory, and gratitude for the Lord’s
mercy, appeared very fresh.
The brothers, whom he calls his fathers, returned several times
to disciple him. Much quiet time to grow personally was not
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given him. Soon after his conversion he started evangelizing in his
own village. The Lord worked in the lives of others as well, and
they started to come together for worship services. In the three
years following his conversion, he led this group of believers.
Whatever he learned from the Word, he had to teach the church.
One of the new converts was Batwell M, whom he calls his son.
With him he shared the responsibility for the small congregation in
Sandwe. In 2001, the churches in his region requested him to move
to Sopa, the village where he lives today. Seeing how the Lord
blessed him in Sandwe, they asked him to plant a new church
again. The church in Sandwe was left in the care of Pastor Batwell.
A few acres of land were allotted to Pastor James in Sopa. With his
wife and four children he managed to turn the bush into farmland.
When we visited him, his settlement just appeared in the middle
of the bush. No roads, no neighbors, no water, no electricity, and
hardest of all: no relatives nearby. But God is using him again. In
seven years, a new church has been established. The building is
still in an initial stage: low brick walls with a grass roof. Little light
breaks through the small window openings. But inside another
light shines: the light of the Word has come and drawn many from
darkness to the kingdom of light of Jesus Christ.

I was greatly encouraged to hear his story. I had often looked at
him in class, but would see him differently now. Now I can so
easily recognize the eagerness and hunger for instruction. James
faces the challenge to be a pastor; he feels he needs training for the
great task that God entrusted to him. When he returned to the
College in February, after the long farming break, he shared how
he had been very busy. People, from his own and other churches,
had heard he was in College; they came with questions, for advice,
or to learn what he learned!
When you think of and pray for Covenant College, I hope
James’ face comes to mind. He represents the other students, with
similar life stories, challenged with the same responsibility, and
equally appreciative for the training they receive.

UPDATE - AFRICA
Trip to Africa
Rev. David Lipsy

It was early April when I set off alone from Newark to Amsterdam
en route to Johannesburg, South Africa. The purpose of my trip
was primarily to visit our dear missionary family, the Molenaars,
in Zambia and to represent the HRC on the Covenant College
Board of Trustees. Knowing how Covenant College (Zambia) and
Mukhanyo Theological College (South Africa) were
increasingly working with one another, I thought it a good
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opportunity to see Mukhanyo first hand as well as visit our dear
missionaries in that country.
Somewhat weary, I was royally received by my beloved
brother and sister in
Christ, the Miskins, in
their home with their
children. It was truly
a blessing to catch up,
discuss, and exchange
ideas about the
progress of the Lord in building His kingdom in sub-Saharan
Africa. One could not ask for a more gracious host and hostess.
I enjoyed the opportunity to visit with Dr. Flip Buys, the
visionary
principal
of
Mukhanyo
Theological
College, on the Mukhanyo
campus. Among other things,
we discussed ways our seminary (PRTS) might be a help to
Mukhanyo in achieving its
goals just as Mukhanyo is trying to help Covenant College.
My visit to the Nakekela Clinic, where Dr. Sonja Miskin works,
was very rewarding and
enlightening.
I was
impressed by the facilities,
the dedication of the staff,
and the warm Christian
atmosphere that is provided
to those who are indeed
among the most needy, both
physically and spiritually.
What a delight it was to visit the Sunnyside church plant! This
is where Dr. Brian DeVries
labors when he is not
engaged with his duties as
Mukhanyo’s vice principal.
While there, I was
privileged to attend a
seminal
meeting
of
C.R.U.M.A. – the Centre for Reformational Urban Ministry in
Africa – which has been organized to glorify God through
planting and strengthening urban African churches. A former
parsonage, located next door to the Sunnyside church building, is
being renovated into the new CRUMA centre which houses,
among other things, training rooms, a book store, offices, etc. It
was both exciting and humbling to see the gracious and gifted
persons God had equipped and brought together for this worthy
cause.
After a few “travelling inconveniences” which delayed my
arrival in Lusaka, Pastor Eugene Kalunga (from Zambia), Rev.
David Fraser (from Scotland), and myself set out for the long
drive to Covenant College. One couldn’t ask for nicer traveling
companions, though the trip was a little more exciting than we
anticipated; we had to stop to “water” an overheating Toyota
about five times. There were moments when I wondered whether
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the sturdy yet elderly vehicle would survive the potholes and
deep ruts we encountered. A couple of them jarred the sleeping
radio/cassette player awake!
It was a unique experience being at the Covenant College
campus with no courses to teach and no sermons to preach, there
being ample and able guest pastors present on account of the
Trust meeting. It was a blessing to focus my attention more on the
Molenaar family and my duties as a Trustee. Often God shows
that He has labors for us to do that we hadn’t anticipated, and
this trip was no exception. I was very thankful to do whatever I
could for the good of His kingdom and those who serve Him
there.
The Trust meeting itself was profitable as many reports,
discussions, and decisions had to be made. We were very
impressed at all the work that had been accomplished since last
year’s meeting and rejoiced in God’s provision of a fine lecturer
and colleague for Pastor Molenaar in the person of Pastor
Heinrich Zwemstra from South Africa. It was also special to see
the students again, many familiar faces and some new ones.
The highlights of my trip were the times of personal interaction
I had with the Molenaar family. It is such a blessing to be able to

renew and deepen our relationship, though months and miles
intervene. Even though I am “officially” their pastor, I
experienced their fellowship ministering to me, even as I tried
ministering to them. The tie that binds us together in Christ was
again strengthened. And, God willing, I’m really looking
forward to next year’s “date night,” dear friends—Joas and
Rhode!
Required reports from a mission post often do not reflect the
“feelings” part of mission life. Probably such reports aren’t meant
so much for such things.
But the spiritual and
emotional life of missionaries and their children is
very important, vital to
the overall effort. It was
good to share the joys
and sorrows, the unfulfilled longings, and the
thankfulness for what is, during several heart-to-heart
conversations. It was also wonderful to see the Molenaar’s
unborn child developing toward full-term, quite a contrast from
last year’s heart-rending loss.
If you remember anything from this brief report in your

Glad Tidings

7

prayers, please pray that the Lord would alleviate (or compensate
for), as only He can, the oft-felt loneliness the Molenaars
experience in Zambia.
Yes, they have a
wonderful team of
people around them,
dear children to train,
students to teach, plenty
of work. But all this is
no substitute for a
church family, for the
full-orbed ministry of
the Word and the fellowship of the body of
Christ such as we often
take for granted in our congregations from day to day and week
to week. Our brother and sister with their children are “people
persons” – they thrive on personal interaction with other
believers. And although there are indeed other believers there,
also among the native Zambians, it is quite another thing to
interact with people of shared life experiences and perspectives.
So please pray for this dear family, especially now as the time of
the child’s delivery is near. Other “news” about developments,
improvements, challenges and the like I will leave to others to
report. Let this suffice for now as a thumbnail sketch of one man’s
trip to Africa.
In closing, if I had to choose one incident that captured, and in
some ways summarized, a sense of the work going on in and
around Covenant College it would be the following. While still in
Zambia, and before retiring for bed late one night, I decided to
watch a beautiful, majestic thunderstorm on the horizon, viewing
it from a window on one end of the Molenaar’ home. While
standing near the window, the distinct sound of pagan drumming
and shouting could be heard. In that moment I realized, first, how
close the border of the kingdom of darkness was to the kingdom
of light. But in a mere moment I looked above the horizon at the
graphic display of God’s power in
the heavens and thought, “This
village too, one day, will bow the
knee to Jesus Christ.” This, dear
reader, is why Covenant College
exists!

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Evangelism Outreaches of Hull, Iowa

The HRC of Hull, IA keeps busy in various ways ministering to
others around us in obedience to the Lord’s exhortation in Matt.
28:19.
Singing for Seniors
Each month a group from the church rotates between three area
senior care facilities in Rock Valley, Hull and Sioux Center to sing
for and with the residents. The old folks love to hear the old classic hymns and Psalter selections as well. It’s a joy to see some
singing along—many times reciting the words from memory! It is
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also both encouraging and interesting to fellowship with the
residents after the singing. Many will tell you their life story and
remark what a blessing the music ministry is for them.
Nellie Fintelman
Vacation Bible School
Each year HRC holds a VBS week at the end of July or beginning
of August. About 50 children from the congregation and the
neighborhood usually attend. The theme this year is Children of the
Bible.
Each day the children hear a Bible story, learn a Bible text and
song that corresponds with the story, followed by a craft that
further illustrates the day’s lesson. Each day games are organized
and led by some older children who always assist as helpers. The
water games and tug-of-war are always favorites!
The children bring an offering each day which is distributed to
an area mission
program that
assists disabled
children. The
week is closed
with
the
children singing
in a seniors’
home the songs
they learned that
week,
a
barbeque at the
park, and finally an evening of song and recitation for the parents.
Nellie Fintelman
Children’s Home Society
For the past three years we have been participating in bringing
Bible lessons to Children’s Home Society in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota about twice a year. The man who is in charge of the
Sunday school program is a very conservative person. He checked
out our Congregation and denominational beliefs before allowing
us to teach there. Two local Churches take turns giving their
Sunday school lesson and on months with five Sundays they
invite us to come and teach one of the Sundays. A young person
from the congregation comes along to help.
Children’s Home Society provides home, school and therapy for
children ages 4-13 with emotional and behavioral problems. The
majority of the children have a history of abuse and neglect. Foster
care and adoption services are provided for children who are
unable to return to their families. Due to privacy issues we are not
able to take pictures or mention any names or particular
circumstances. More information on the home can be obtained at
chssd.org on the web.
Teaching God’s Word can be challenging but also rewarding in
any circumstance. The challenge of CHS is that children ranging in
age from 4-13 from all walks of life, every belief system in our
society and several different cultures are all put together in one
room. One of the rewards is that despite all that, there are many
who know the Bible well and can answer many of the questions.
We pray that the Holy Spirit may use these lessons for their eternal welfare.
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The first class begins at 10:10, varies in number from 20-30
children, usually between 4-10 years of age. We begin with
singing two children’s songs and with prayer. We then give the
Bible lesson and finish with coloring pages and crossword puzzles
that correspond with the lesson. Class ends at 11:00. The second
class begins at 11:10, varies from 14-25 children between 10-13
years of age, and ends at 12:00.
Since we usually teach only twice a year, we try to look at the
summary of lessons from the months before to tie them into the
lesson we will present. Some of our lessons in the past have been
on children in the Bible and their life of faith and obedience to
God, miracles of Jesus, and parables of Jesus. This past July 6 we
used Independence Day as our opening. Independence represents
freedom, which led to the lesson of true freedom and being
brought out of the prison of sin and being set free from our sins.
We spoke about those in the Bible who were in prison of a sort:
Daniel, Jonah, Joseph, Peter, Paul and Silas. They all had some
things in common; they all had faith in God, all spoke about God,
all prayed to God and were all delivered by God. We discussed
that all are born in sin and loved sin, and that the wages of sin is
death, and that the only way to be set free from sin is through faith
in Jesus Christ. He paid the ransom for sin on the Cross and was
forsaken of His Father while God poured out His anger against
sin upon Jesus. Jesus died, was put in a tomb, rose again and now
sits at the right hand of the Father, pleading for His people that
they may become the adopted children of the Father. Only by the
cleansing blood of Christ can we be set free from sin. We asked the
question “what will you do with this Jesus Christ?” Will you reject
Him and stay slave to sin? Or will you, by grace, repent of sin,
believe in Him and obey Him? We ended by telling how His
children will live a life of obedience to Him out of gratitude,
living out the Ten Commandments and serving Him by telling
others about Him. May God grant His blessing upon it, for it is
His work.
Pray for these children, as their future is uncertain. Some will
return to their family, others will be adopted, others will go to foster homes and others will stay in the system until they are of age.
Many will never again receive Bible education once they leave. Yet
our God is an awesome God, Who knows if they have been placed
here to be able to hear God’s word, to repent of sin, to believe on
Him and to live a life for Him. To God be all the glory!
John Groeneweg
Sioux City Gospel Mission
Over the past several years our congregation has visited the
Gospel Mission in Sioux City, IA. This organization offers a refuge
for the hungry, the poor and the homeless. The Sioux City Gospel
Mission says, “We feed the hungry, clothe the poor, shelter the
homeless and bring them to Christ.” Their promotional material
contains the scriptural text of Rom. 15:20-21, “Yea, so have I strived
to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build
upon another man’s foundation; But as it is written, to whom He was
not spoken of, they shall see; and they that have not heard shall
understand.”
This shelter invites men to come here because of alcoholism,
drug addiction or other dependencies that hinder their ability to
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provide for themselves. Others may not have the initiative to
work or may work only temporarily but do not generate enough
income to provide for their food or housing.
We bring with us canned goods (physical food), which are
welcomed. But we also bring them spiritual food through the
Word as well as through the ministry of song. At our last visit our
Pastor spoke from Matt. 11:28-30.
We had two of our members sing hymns accompanied by their
guitars. Following this we sing approximately 5-6
Psalters/hymns giving them an opportunity to song along with
us. There are usually 25-30 men in attendance. Some are very
attentive to the message and sing their hearts out, while others
sleep through it all. It is mandatory for them to attend these
programs in order for them to receive a meal.
After the program we have an opportunity to have lunch and
visit with them. Our prayer is that this means may be used by
God to bring many to Christ.
Cornie Bleeker

The Banquet
The Banquet is an outreach in the neighboring city of Sioux
Falls, South Dakota that HRC of Hull has been involved in for
about five years. Our next scheduled time to serve is this October.
Each time we serve, the organizers remind us: “The Banquet is a
place where volunteers are the eyes, ears, hands and feet of our
Lord.”
It was founded in 1985 as a broadly based ecumenical outreach
to feed the hungry people of Sioux Falls and the surrounding
area. Founders were business people and church leaders working
together to establish a safe place where those in need could
safely gather to receive nourishment for their bodies in a spirit of
respect and dignity. It is a ministry comprised of over 800 groups
involving 27,000 volunteers of all ages! The groups are formed
through churches, businesses, service organizations, schools and
family or neighborhood friendships.
When a group comes in to serve guests at the Banquet they
have consented to plan the menu, purchase the food, prepare and
serve the food, and help with light clean up. Our church always
serves a supper meal. The numbers of quests served usually
varies from 200-400. Group size needed to serve consists of 30-35
volunteers, but they always like to have more in order to allow
for some people to visit and fellowship with the guests. Each time
we serve as a church we have an excellent turnout of volunteers.
It is very humbling to serve the needy in such a way.
Hank Rozeboom
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YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
We hope you have enjoyed your summer holidays. We all need
a time of rest. Jesus spent time in Bethany, resting at the house of
his friends Mary, Martha and Lazarus. As you begin a new school
year, let the principles of God’s Word be your guide. “Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart, and lean not on thy own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3:5, 6. On a personal note, we are pleased to let you
know that we are expecting a baby in November, the Lord willing.
So far everything is going well and our three children are getting
very excited.
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke
Baseball
On June 21 there was a softball tournament in Calgary to
support Word & Deed Ministries. The Lord richly blessed the day
with good weather, great games and wonderful fellowship. There
were several reformed denominations represented and the day
was enjoyed by all. The HRC of Fort Macleod also got a team of
young people and adults together to participate in this event. A
total of $17,800.00 was raised at the tournament to help out the
John Calvin Christian School in Barranquilla, Colombia.
Johnny and Kar-Lee Winn

Taking in the view at Niagara Falls

Organizers and the three people who won bikes

Bike-a-thon
On June 7, some three hundred people came together in Fort
Erie, Ontario, and began biking the 52 kilometer (or 22 km for
those who started in Chippawa) bike path to MacFarland Park in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Ages ranging between 2 and 82 biked in the
warm weather and enjoyed biking past Niagara Falls, though it
was sometimes difficult trying to dodge pedestrians. Thankfully,
nobody got hurt, but a few people needed to take breaks along the
way, and others experienced blown tires. This bike-a-thon was a
fundraiser for Word & Deed (Nakekela Clinic, South Africa). We
raised about $51,000 and three of the riders won bikes. We all had
a lot of fun and enjoyed an amazing lunch at the end of the ride.
Mr. Dirk Vrugteveen, with the help of some others, barbequed
hamburgers, hotdogs and chicken for our lunch. Some of us ached
for a few days after, but we still thought it was pretty cool telling
people that we biked 52 km!
Lizzi Neels and Jenni-Lee Evertse
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One Week in Zambia
This is a report of one week in the lives of Joas and Rhoda at
Covenant College Mission in Zambia
Sunday – Every Sunday we visit another church. We have been to
the students’ churches. This year, with mommy being pregnant,
we visit nearby churches to avoid many hours traveling on bad
roads. The congregation of this church is building a new brick
church but they ran out of money. Inside the new walls we still
gather in the old church. Even though we are in a different church
every Sunday, we do have the same preacher every time: daddy!
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Monday – Two mornings a week Miss Marjanne home-schools us,
while the other three mornings our mommy does it. We start the
day with devotions and learn a Bible verse every week. We do
both Dutch and English; mommy makes up her own curriculum.
We like it when our friends come and learn together with us. Our
favorite subject is…crafting! The afternoons are free for us to play
around. See the following pictures to see why we never get bored.

Tuesday – After some hard
work at school we learn interesting local jobs. This day we
may help to plaster the
groundnut (peanuts) storage
“basket” at the farm. With our
bare feet we mix the soil with
water to make mud. From a
distance we throw the mud at
the ‘basket’ and smooth it out
with our hands. The mud will
dry and the nuts will be kept
safe inside.

Thursday – One year ago, Nelson, the College cook, moved with
his family to the mission. He has 9 children, 5 of his own and 4
adopted. We are happy with these new friends. It is fun to carry
the baby around. Mommy wonders how and where to buy a
baby stroller and how that will fit in our vehicle; I suggested
using a local baby-carrier, this will fit even in her handbag!

Friday – After many building projects in the past year, a new
project has started. A house is being built for the Zwemstra
family. Today I am checking out how it is progressing. I like to
know many things and take the opportunity to ask the builders
questions about their work. (My dad told me someone from the
Franklin Lakes church has donated money to finish it! That’s why
it goes fast now – they will be excited).

Wednesday – We don’t have many places to visit for a school trip
as we don’t have a museum, library, fire station, recreation area
etc. Yet, in town there is a hospital and this day we make it the
purpose of our school trip. From Scotland and America we
received blankets and stuffed animals. We went to the baby and
children’s ward to hand those out. Looking at the children in need
we realized how privileged we are to be healthy.
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Saturday – In the morning we go off to the termite hill with our
friends. Here we mix the soil with water until it becomes nice
clay. We make oxcarts, little cups and plates, candle-holders and
other cute items. In the afternoon we go to the children’s
program. Many children come to hear the Word of God, taught in
different ways; we have Bible verse songs, a Bible story, coloring
pictures, and prayer, and we also learn something about
behavior via mommy’s puppet show.
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MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Joas & Rhoda Molenaar

Glad Tidings Logo
Thank you for the logo contributions received and the work and
effort you put into your designs. The logo we have chosen is the
one contributed by Marianna Averink of Norwich, Ontario. She is
11 years old.
The description of the logo selected
is: The sun represents the “sending of
the light” to the mission fields. The
green part in the middle of the sun
represents the mission fields. The
yellow part represents the light of the
gospel beginning to spread as the
people begin to know the Lord God.
The text comments are: The feet of the
missionaries are beautiful in the eyes of
God. God sends forth men to proclaim
the Glad Tidings of His Word. This is
what the text tells us about missionaries and their families.
Marianna was mailed a Reformation Heritage Books gift
certificate. We plan to have the new logo on the Winter edition of
Glad Tidings.
Thanks Marianna!

Dear Friends,
Below is the financial report for the months of April through June
2008. Please receive our thanks for contributing to the general
mission efforts. Your gifts and contributions have been received and
used directly for our missionary endeavours. Our prayer is that the
Lord will continue to bless these gifts and efforts of the missionaries,
so that we would be used as ‘instruments in His hand.’ Please
continue to remember the mission needs in your prayers and
contributions as we currently are extremely low in funds. Our trust
is in the Lord to provide, inclining hearts to give and for the needy
to receive humbly. Not only are external provisions in His care but
also the ‘storehouse of plenty’ is filled with eternal necessities. Let
the Lord receive the increase and may we ‘be spent’ for His cause
and purpose.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – April – June 2008 (US$)
Balance April 1, 2008
$ 27,081.86
Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Mukhanyo Theological College
Total Income

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Other Mission Related Expense
South Africa Mercy Funds
Mukhanyo Theological College
North American Travel
Total Expenses
Balance June 30, 2008

$ 37,148.68
3,864.87
20,000.00

$ 61,013.55

224.93
6,087.53
23,330.50
10,092.00
4,464.19
3,716.40
20,000.00
736.42
$ 68,651.97

$ 19,443.44

What king ate grass as oxen do?

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance April 1, 2008*
Income
Interest Income
Less: Tent Ministry Support
Less: Bank Charges

What two men searched for grass to save their horses?

*My apologies as the closing balance was misstated in the previous
financial statement. - JK

Bible Quiz - Grass

On which day did God create grass?

How many people sat on the grass and were miraculously fed?
Who mentioned a behemoth eating grass?
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Closing Balance June 30, 2008
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$ 78,587.06
7,733.06
187.48
20,000.00
1.92

$ 66,505.68
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Hull Vacation Bible School

SPECIAL DATES AND PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following birthdays with prayer:
Dr. Brian DeVries – September 13
Morgan Miskin – September 22
Scarlett Miskin – October 1
Rev. Cees Molenaar – October 6
Gordon Miskin – October 12
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, P.O. Box 11168, Hatfield, Pretoria, 00028, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park 086. Pretoria, South Africa, Email: miskinza@vodamail.com or
agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia,
Email: molenaarc@iwayafrica.com

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________ r FOR SOUTH AFRICA
r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR OTHER__________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

For My Sake, and the Gospel’s, Go and Tell Redemption’s Story
“For My sake, and the Gospel’s, go
And tell redemption’s story”;
His heralds answer, “Be it so,
And Thine, Lord, all the glory!”
They preach His birth, His life, His cross,
The love of His atonement,
For Whom they count the world but loss,
His Easter, His enthronement.

Hark, hark, the trump of jubilee
Proclaims to every nation,
From pole to pole, by land and sea,
Glad tidings of salvation;
As nearer draws the day of doom,
While still the battle rages,
The heav’nly Dayspring through the gloom
Breaks on the night of ages.

Still on and on the anthems spread
Of alleluia voices,
In concert with the holy dead
The warrior church rejoices;
Their snow white robes are washed in blood,
Their golden harps are ringing;
Earth and the paradise of God
One triumph song are singing.
He comes, whose advent trumpet drowns
The last of time’s evangels,
Emmanuel crowned with many crowns,
The Lord of saints and angels;
O Life, Light, Love, the great I AM,
Triune, who changest never,
The throne of God and of the Lamb
Is Thine, and Thine forever.

Edward H. Bickersteth
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