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MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions
program is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the
message of salvation alone in Jesus Christ throughout the
world, in order that lost sinners might be reconciled to God in
Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For free sermons and radio messages of HRC ministers write: The Gospel Trumpet, 540
Crescent NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed
doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619). Though never officially adopted as such due to
rootage in the continental Reformation, the Heritage Reformed denomination is also
in agreement with the Westminster Standards (1640s): the Westminster Confession
of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.
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MEDITATION

Go Tell!
Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag

Those two words from Matthew 28:7 in a very real way
summarize our calling in the world, “Go tell!” If done rightly, they
follow two other key words in the same chapter, “Come see!” As
the women were called by the angel to be messengers of gospel
tidings so must we. “And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he
is risen from the dead....” We too must “go quickly,” but not
without first hearing and obeying the words “come and see” as in
verse 6, “He is not here: for [Jesus] is risen, as he said. Come, see
the place where the Lord lay.” Did you ever so come? Not only to
see that Jesus is alive, but also to see your own life in Him as the
One who conquered your death and hell? If you did, it is well, but
if not, it is not well. Furthermore, how could you “go quickly” and
“tell” others? How could you witness of this living Jesus? “Can
the blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch”
(Luke 6:39)?
But what must we tell others, to comfort them? “...tell his
disciples that he is risen from the dead!” We must tell others that
He, who was crucified and dead, now is alive! “He is risen!” The
focus is not on the women, on ourselves, but on Jesus! Why? First,
all other religions already do it! Do what? Focus on one’s own
personal experiences, visions, etc. How shall we know which one
is true? Secondly, and more importantly, Jesus is the both message
and the means! We’re not called to just tell others about Him and
the gospel, but proclaim Him as the gospel! His Person and work
must be central!
The women were told to “go quickly!” And they did! Verse 8,
“And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and
great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.” They left
immediately! No delay! Maybe they wanted to stay there a little
longer, but, as Matthew Henry says, “public usefulness to others
must be preferred above the pleasure of secret communion with
God, for it is more blessed to give than to receive.” What a
wonderful evidence of what it is to be true witnesses of Jesus!
They ran, to bring not their own but God’s Word, to obey the “go
tell!”
Though it was not about their own experience but about Christ,
it was not without strong heartfelt emotions. They were filled
“with fear and great joy!” What a mixture of emotions, but joy
prevailed over fear! Like a sinner standing in awe before a holy
God who is ready not to destroy but to pardon, as in Psalm 2:11,
“Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.” Truly an
awesome joy!
This is the heart of being a true witness of Jesus’ death and
resurrection! Much fear, but greater joy! Not once, but daily. Why?
Because we can’t “go and tell” daily if we also don’t “come and
see” daily! Dear friend, do you practice this by God’s grace? Not
only daily to confess your sins and stand in awe at Jesus’ cross
and His grave, but also to be moved afresh to see that, if there is
forgiveness for you, there is for others, yes even more so? If that
will not compel us to witness Jesus Christ, what will?
So the women went on their way, “And as they went to tell his
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disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. And they came
and held him by the feet, and worshipped him” (vs. 9). Do you see
how and when Jesus met them? In the way of prompt obedience!
To hear and believe Jesus is a great and wonderful blessing, but to
promptly witness for Him is a greater blessing! It often happens
that, while we minister to others, or sometimes even on our way
to do so, that Jesus ministers to us. Did you ever experience this?
In doing it, being greatly blessed; also in not doing it, missing out
on that blessing?
Let us be encouraged not only to “come and see” ourselves but
also to “go and tell” other sinners, that they too may find forgiveness of sins and peace with God through His Son, our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Prayerfully use God-given opportunities to
“go tell” at home to a family member, at school to a friend, at
work to a colleague, etc. As you obey this call, don’t trust in your
own wisdom or skills but in the God who delights to use the
weakest means and the transforming power of His Holy Spirit for
the salvation of sinners and for His own glory! Just “go tell!”

Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag

EDITORIAL

“God Out of His Good Pleasure Sends the Gospel”
Rev. Jan Neels

The title of this editorial is taken from the closing words of Article
5 of the Canons of Dordt’s Second Head of Doctrine. In a former
article I focused on the gospel promise in mission work. That
promise is summarized in Article 5 as follows: Whoever believeth
in Christ crucified, shall not perish, but have everlasting life, (a
direct quotation from John 3:16). Our fathers also taught that this
promise, “together with the command to repent and believe,
ought to be declared and published to all nations, and to all
persons promiscuously and without distinction…” The church
has the mandate from the King of kings to proclaim the promise
and the command of the gospel. She carries out this mandate in
established congregations and in mission work, both in local
evangelism and in foreign missions.
When the preachers bring the gospel message there are two
responses: either unbelief or faith. The Canons of Dordt explain
the facts, the results, and causes of both these reactions. In Head
Two Article 6 the church confesses:
And whereas many who are called by the gospel do not
repent nor believe in Christ, but perish in unbelief, this is not
owing to any defect or insufficiency in the sacrifice offered by
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Christ upon the cross, but is wholly to be imputed to
themselves.
It is clear from Scripture that, whoever does not repent and
believe, has only himself to blame. The gospel promise is
promiscuously (that is, indiscriminately) proclaimed and they
refuse to turn to God in repentance and faith. Thus when they
perish in unbelief, the fault is completely their own.
In Article 7 we confess:
But as many as truly believe, and are delivered and saved
from sin and destruction through the death of Christ, are
indebted for this benefit solely to the grace of God, given
them in Christ from everlasting, and not to any merit of their
own.
Again, we see clearly that our fathers, on the basis of God’s
Word, concluded that sinners are saved by God’s grace alone, by
faith alone, for Christ’s sake alone. Every believer is indebted to
Jesus Christ for salvation. Grace is only of God alone!
When the church engages in preaching, either at home or
abroad, we know there will always be this two-fold response to
the message. In missions we are responsible for bringing the
gospel wherever God sends it. When we are working in Zambia
or in South Africa, or in the churches in North America, we are
engaged in a work that guarantees results. Yet we are not
responsible for those results. In fact, God has already eternally
determined who shall, and who shall not, believe and repent.
Notice that a believer receives the benefit of salvation, “which is
given them in Christ from everlasting.”
As Reformed believers we stress the sovereignty of God in
mission work. We already know that many will not repent and
believe, but that does not change our zeal. We also know from
Scripture that many will truly believe, but that does not change
our zeal either. The Lord Jesus has given His church the Great
Commission, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20).
It is the duty and privilege of the church to be engaged in this
work. Our hearts’ desire is that all those to whom we bring the
precious gospel message will come to a saving knowledge of
Jesus Christ, but we leave that work to the Holy Spirit. Whether
sinners perish in unbelief due to their own fault, or whether they
truly believe through the grace of God, the church goes about its
business of declaring the gospel of Jesus Christ. Are you involved
in this work too? Not everyone can go to a mission field, but
everyone can speak to his neighbor. Do you? Not everyone can
give thousands of dollars for missionary causes, but everyone can
give as they are enabled.
Do you?
Pastor Jan Neels
2

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
SOUTH AFRICA
Week in Review
Dr. Brian DeVries

What can happen in a week? For ministry in southern Africa, the
answer to this question is usually one of surprise and suspense.
While my planning calendar helps keep track of the expected,
there are always unexpected happenings that add excitement to a
week of ministry at Mukhanyo Theological College in
KwaMhlanga and the church plant in Sunnyside Pretoria.
My periodic newsletters (email briand@mwf.net for a copy)
usually report on various themes and events in the ministry. So
here I want to give you a typical time-slice picture of my life: a
one-week snapshot of highlights in the ministry. Let me tell the
story as it happened, starting with the first day of the week.
Sunday
On Sunday morning from 9:00 to 10:15, I led a morning Bible
study at a multiethnic church in Pretoria. Then I went to Dr.
Miskin’s church in Rietvallei, arriving just in time for the sermon
and the commemoration of the Lord’s Supper (this is my South
African “home” church and I had not had communion with them
since November). A number of people from this Rietvallei English
church then enjoyed lunch and fellowship at the home of one of
the members. I had to leave a bit early since the Sunnyside church
plant was still (at that time) meeting for an afternoon service from
3:00 to 5:30. My coworkers, Malwande and Benjamin, did a
wonderful job helping lead this service – the Q&A session after the
sermon was excellent, identifying some points of interest and
areas where further clarity was needed.

House and Church in Sunnyside
Monday
On Monday morning I woke up tired, so the day started slow with
an extended time of devotions. I then did some planning for the
rest of the week before leaving for Pretoria to meet with colleagues
about matters relating to CRUMA and the Sunnyside church
plant. While in Pretoria I was also able to do a bit of shopping for
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food and other supplies. Then I spent the entire evening at home,
preparing lecture material for the next morning at Mukhanyo
Theological College.
Tuesday
My Tuesdays are usually very busy this semester since I teach
from 7:50 until 1:10, followed on most Tuesdays by an Academic
Council Meeting and other visits. This day started early since I
had to drive to Mukhanyo, speak with the staff, make copies for
class, and then start teaching – all before 8:00 am. But there were
no meetings this Tuesday afternoon, so I could catch up on a few
other things related to Mukhanyo. A short-term mission team was
visiting this week from a church in Texas that supports several
MCDC workers. They wanted to meet the Mukhanyo students, so
they graciously provided the food for an evening braai (South
African barbeque). The team was a group of college students from
the University of Texas, led by the U of T Reformed University
Fellowship (RUF) leader. Both the Mukhanyo students and
visiting Texans had a good time of fellowship; the fun really began
when we started sharing songs with each other: the Mukhanyo
choir selections and various RUF songs – a diverse collection of
Christian lyrics that all gave glory to our God.

Front of Mukhanyo
Wednesday
Fortunately the next day started a bit slower. Mukhanyo has
devotions every Wednesday from 9:50 to 11:10; the sermon today
was from Mark 9:14-29. I spent the rest of the morning preparing
for an honors course lecture on the role of the Holy Spirit in
missions. Dr. Flip Buys is teaching most of this course, but he has
asked me to teach when he is away traveling. After lunch, I dealt
with a few minor issues and worked with the Mukhanyo registrar.
The brother of one of the students passed away on Tuesday, so a
number of Mukhanyo students and lecturers planned to visit the
family in Kwaggafountain on Wednesday evening. It is usual at
these events for the principal to preach a short sermon. Since Dr.
Buys was away, it was very likely that I would be asked to preach
(once we got there). So I spent some time in the afternoon preparing a message from John 11. As it turned out though, several
SUMMER 2008

students were also ready to preach (funerals are common here).
When I realized this, I indicated that an older student should lead
us. He, of course, said that the vice-principal should have the
honored task. But I assured him that I wanted him to lead today
(since I had only had about an hour to prepare my sermon). He
preached powerfully in Sotho from 1 Corinthians 15. On the way
home, an indigenous lecturer told me the message was both
comforting and evangelistic. So the event turned out well, and
I’m now ready for the next time I need to preach a funeral
message without notice.
Thursday
My Thursday this week was relatively uneventful. I caught up
on emails and other small tasks, only breaking for the usual
prayer time at 10:30 and lunch fellowship at 1:00. Most students
leave Mukhanyo by 3:00 pm on Thursday, so I also left a bit early
in the afternoon and rested at home for two hours before driving
to Pretoria in the evening. On most Thursday evenings, I lead a
Bible study with some friends from Dr. Miskin’s church; we are
systematically studying each book of the Bible together.
Friday
Early Friday morning I drove back to Mukhanyo to teach an
honors class from 9:00 to 1:30. The material, mentioned above,
was divided into four sections: the Holy Spirit’s work in
missions, the spirituality of the missionary, intercessory prayer
for missions, and spiritual warfare and mission. I was very
convicted myself when teaching about the need for prayer, so I
spent the afternoon and evening in prayer and personal study. I
also spent some time answering emails and speaking with
international friends. Thank the Lord for missionary technology:
email and now Skype (free calls on the internet)!

Classrooms at Mukhanyo

Saturday
This was another demanding day, even though I spent the
whole day at home. The to-do list was rather long: a sermon for
Sunday, lecture plans for the next week at Mukhanyo, the Bible
study questions for Thursday, lecture notes for the Church
History course I’m planning to teach, the first draft of this article
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for the Glad Tidings, and the never-ending task of keeping up
with email correspondence. No, I did not complete the entire
to-do list; but I did make good progress on it, by God’s grace.
So there you have it – a one-week time-slice snapshot of my life
here in South Africa. Next week should not be as busy…
hopefully. I am only preaching once tomorrow afternoon in
Sunnyside and most of my lectures for next week have been
prepared. But you never know what a week may bring…
Let’s thank the Lord that, as He has promised, He gives
strength for each day. And please pray with me for the work in
Sunnyside and at Mukhanyo. May the Lord our God establish
the work of our hands (Ps. 90:17).

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
SOUTH AFRICA
Building a Church in Hammanskraal
Rev. Arthur Miskin

I would herewith like to give a short summary of a church
building project in Hammanskraal in which our denomination
was generously involved. Hammanskraal is rural community
some forty kilometres north east of Pretoria. Over 99% of the
population are black people from previously disadvantaged
communities. There is a steadily growing population of lowermiddle and middle class now living in some very well developed
parts of this growing ‘township.’ The homes in some of the more
established suburbs resemble some parts of metropolitan
Pretoria, minus a few of the things that we take for granted, such
as a constant supply of electricity, steady supply of water, tarred
roads, and so on. Sadly, however, there are still many people
living in squatter settlements in circumstances of overt poverty.
There is a large variety of churches in this area, ranging from the
syncretistic to the expressly charismatic. There are only two
Reformed churches in the whole of Hammanskraal, which has a
population of some 206,000 people.

Ramotse Reformed Church). It was indeed a pleasure becoming
involved with men who were serious about establishing a
Reformed work in an area where there is little or no Reformed
witness at all. Furthermore, it is rather uncommon to find men
who are prepared to serve in leadership in Reformed churches in
the rural areas. Very often these churches are populated by
mainly women and children. One of the first questions one of
these elders asked me was whether I subscribed to the Church
Order of Dordt! It was also most refreshing for me to work with a
man who is zealous in spreading the truths of the Reformed faith
among people where much false religion is practised. Around that
time a sizeable tract of land became available and through our
Mission Liaison Committee (MLC), a request was sent to the
consistories of the churches in the hope that funds could be raised
not only for the purchase of the land, but also for the purpose of
building a steel structure, which would serve as the framework for
a church building. An amount of $10,000 was contributed and this
was sufficient to buy the land, lay the foundation of the church
and build the steel framework and roof. Further funds were still
available for the purchase of building material. Construction
started in July/August of last year. When the Heritage youth
group arrived in August, the shell of the building was already in
place and they proceeded to build the outhouse for the church.
This later collapsed in heavy rains and had to be rebuilt on higher
ground. An encouraging thing about the whole project is that it
was almost entirely undertaken by local people. The builder, Mr.
Hanyane, is one of elders at the Ramotse Reformed Church and he
did the building work at a considerably lower cost. The standard
of his building was really impressive. Many of the church
members were involved, including a variety of fundraising
projects and this has given them, in part, ownership of the project.
Too often in the past, sadly, it has happened that well-intentioned,
yet semi-dictatorial outsiders have come in and more or less
dictated the terms with regard to the building of the church. In the
long run, however, the projects have not succeeded. Those that, to
some measure, have succeeded somehow remain dependent on
the original sponsors.

Candidate Nkoana and
Pastor Miskin at the Good
Friday service
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During the course of last
year I was approached by
Candidate Oupa Nkoana,
one of the Mukhanyo College
graduates, to help in the
instruction of a group of
elders who were helping him
in church planting in an area
of Hammanskraal called
Ramotse (hence the name

The semi-completed church structure of the Ramotse Reformed
Church where our Good Friday service was held.
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Building activity has been energetic since December, as some
further support has been arranged from a Korean church which is
committed to building churches in South Africa as long as there is
a suitable leadership in place to shepherd the flock.
The deadline for the first service to be held in the newly, but
partly erected church was set for Good Friday, March 29. I was
asked to conduct the service, as well as administer the Lord's
Supper. The day itself was a joyous one. I first had to conduct the
Good Friday service at our church in town and afterwards Sonja
and I travelled out to Hammanskraal to partake in the various
activities of the day. Many of the local people were invited to
attend the services. One of the teachers at Mukhanyo College
presented two talks on the importance of the bodily resurrection
of Christ.

sufferings of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. The message was
well received and afterwards the congregation was moved to a
spontaneous outburst of a song of gratitude. It is humbling to
witness the unfeigned show of gratitude to the Lord for what He
has done. I have, at times, deeply desired the same spirit to be
present among our people in the city.

The ladies’ choir preparing to sing

The kitchen team preparing lunch
And, in line with true African culture, there was much singing.
The Ramotse Reformed Church choir performed with typical
African fervour, with the children’s choir also doing their part. It’s
no wonder that the African people sing so well – they are trained
to sing, so to speak, even before they can properly talk! Lunch was
served as prepared by the ladies and later in the afternoon, in a
more sombre and reverent atmosphere, communion was served to
the confessing members of the church. A text that lent itself to the
occasion was Isaiah 53, which speaks of the substitutionary

The children’s choir who are mostly from a nearby squatter settlement.
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We hope, with the Lord’s help, to finish the project in the
course of the next year. From our denomination’s side, further
help has been given in the purchase of plastic chairs for the
church. Help will continue to be given as and when possible. The
congregation too is being encouraged to consider ways of raising
funds for themselves so as to increasingly take ownership of the
project for themselves. This we see as a very important part of
teaching local, indigenous churches to work towards independence of the predominantly white church. We hope to see
Candidate Oupa Nkoana ordained to ministry within the next
year, and to be sent out, initially, as a missionary minister
attached to the English service of the Rietvallei Reformed church
to serve as minister at the Ramotse Reformed Church.

Glad Tidings
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The congregation of Ramotse is deeply grateful to the
congregations of North America in providing the help given so
far. They look forward to receiving any visitors from North
America in future. Some of the youth who visited South Africa
last year as part of the Heritage tour stayed with some of these
folk in their houses for a week, taking in the local culture and
customs. They came away much enriched by what they had
learned. The people still speak fondly of the ‘American’ kids who
were there and who were prepared to come and stay in their
homes. This is something that rarely happened in the past and it
means a lot to African people. May I encourage more young
people to consider coming to South Africa as part of a youth trip,
to come and meet with, eat with and even stay with Christians
who are a lot less privileged than we are and to learn from them
contentment with life that many of us do not know. We too can
learn much from them about simplicity of faith, an uncomplicated trust that looks to Christ alone, unfettered by conditions,
doubts or questions.

MISSIONARY UPDATE – ZAMBIA
Interview with Second Year Student Erick Shumba at Covenant
College, Zambia
In this interview you will get to know one of our students at
Covenant College. Erick Shumba is a faithful student, eager to
learn and very appreciative for any teaching here. Erick comes
from Chipata, a town 110 miles from the College. He is not able to
return to his family for the weekends, so he boards at the College
during the whole term. Erick had polio during childhood and has
been crippled ever since. We see how the Lord has used this
handicap to mould him into a very godly man, always willing to
help. Since he stays during the weekends, Erick has been helping
with the children’s ministry on Saturday afternoons. He wants to
6

MM: Erick, tell us something about your family.
ES: I married in 1983 with Elisabeth. We received 5 girls and 2
boys. Contrary to most Zambian families, we keep our children in
our home and raise them ourselves because we know otherwise
they would not get Christian training. My wife is 40 and I am 44
years old.

Erick’s Family

Three elders and a deacon of the Ramotse church

Mirjam Molenaar

learn children’s evangelism in order to do the same in his home
church when he returns. We hope his story will encourage you to
continue to pray for our students as all of them have their own
amazing grace experience.

MM: Can you describe your youth?
ES: I was born as a second of 8 children. My father was a
polygamist, married with 3 wives. My mother was possessed with
evil spirits. I still remember, while she was cooking, she would
suddenly start behaving as a wild animal. She would shout and
cry, run through the fire without being burned. People from the
village would come and feed her raw food, which she would eat.
They also came with sick people to be healed by her. After
drumming a whole night she would get the healing powers from
the spirits and heal the sick.
I grew very interested; I also wanted to be one of those spiritpossessed people to be able to protect ourselves. If any of us was
sick we would pray and sacrifice to the spirits of our dead
ancestors.
MM: What was an important change in your life?
ES: In God’s providence I was sent to live with my grandparents.
My grandmother was a member of the Reformed Church of
Zambia, a very old church plant of South African missionaries 80
years ago. She took me along to church where I heard the Word of
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God for the first time. I was baptised in 1980, yet not a true
believer. I returned to my parent’s village and fell back in our old
traditional beliefs.

MM: How were you saved?
ES: It was June 1999 when I attended a funeral. The pastor
preached at the graveyard from John 3:16. The message was clear:
salvation in Jesus only to those who believe in Him. The Holy
Spirit used this message for my salvation. The more I read and
prayed, the more I felt what a sinner I was. While my wife and I
would first call my mother for healing when one of our kids
would be sick, from then on we trusted the Lord. By God’s grace,
my wife and I are together and stand firm against all the pressure
of the extended family, as they are still living in the old beliefs and
fears of evil spirits. Now I am a new creation, I died with Christ,
He buried my sins and I am resurrected with Him in a new life.

MM: Tell us about your call to the ministry.
ES: As the Lord freed me from the old bondage of darkness and
brought me into the Light, all I want to do is to share the good
news with my neighbours. If I don’t do the work of the Lord each
day it is the same as not eating every day. Soon after I joined the
church I became a deacon; later on I served as an elder. The
people of the church recognised a pastor in me and encouraged
me to be trained. I have attended some seminars and since July
2006 I am a student at Covenant College. All I have learned so far
at the College has been a great help. I get more and more insight
into the Word of God and in how to actually preach it to my
people. While I am staying during the whole term at the College
(most students return to their family and congregation for the
weekend, MM), the Lord is using me for a church without a
pastor in the College neighbourhood. I also help Mirjam with the
older children of the children’s ministry on Saturday. I use the
things I learn there for my youth at home; I teach the youth from
the Bible (most churches don’t teach the children and youth).

MM: What church are you pastoring now?
ES: Olive Baptist Church in Chipata, Eastern Province. My
church is built with mud walls, poles and a thatched roof. We
have 80 members, including the children. All our members are
subsistence farmers; no one has a paid job. I preach on the
Sundays between school terms and hope to resume 100% after
graduation, Lord willing in July 2009. I witness to all my
neighbours, whenever I can, distribute tracts, visit the sick in the
hospital, organise open air meetings and train the youth. My goal
is to reach lost souls and plant churches in areas where the gospel
is lacking.

Erick’s Church Plant in Chipata

MM: What can we pray for in particular?
ES: Pray for me to stand firm in faith against the powers of darkness around us and to persevere even without financial support
from the church. Also pray that we might find means to build a
stronger church building; we need a roof to protect us from the
hot sun and rain. I want to thank all who read this for praying for
us students and I want to ask you to pray much for your sent
missionaries. I am very grateful for their commitment to live here
and to teach us in many ways. Thank you very much for sending
and supporting them.
Zikomo kwambiri! (Thank you very much)

Covenant College Women’s Meeting
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Erick in class

Dear Glad Tidings Women,
I just want to share something from our Women’s Meeting we
held last March 22. We had shopped for food, prepared the hall
where we were to meet, made fire for boiling water for the tea,
wrote the program on the blackboard, prepared the Bible Study
and everything else, and were now waiting for the first group to
arrive. Most women (students’ wives) come from far. We provide
the money for transportation from the supporters’ funds.
Some of the ladies even come from areas where no vehicles can
reach, so they walk for hours first to get to the dirt road, hoping
a pickup might pass and give them a ride in the back of the truck
to cover the other 40 miles to Petauke town.
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Here the first group arrives: about 13 women climb off Phil
Bailey’s pickup truck, and he returns to get another load.
It is exciting to meet each other. Some greet me with tears in
their eyes, glad to see me back after our time out. I cannot help but
cry with them, feeling love in return. It could have been so
different and here I am, back in Zambia, ready to teach these
women God’s Word. I am filled with thankfulness.

Elisabeth, Erick’s wife at the Women’s Conference
After tea and bread we open the day with singing and praying.
We then opened the Bible Study, this time from Matthew’s
account of Jesus’ visit to Martha and Mary and focused on the
theme of setting priorities in order to serve the Lord better. It
always takes time for the women to really open up and share
what is in their heart; I guess it’s the same everywhere. But the
Lord gave wisdom and made me ask the right questions. All of a
sudden some women shared very honestly how many traditional
and cultural customs are a hindrance to serve the Lord. This made
others to share as well. The discussion was getting very
interesting for me as I was learning things I didn’t know before.
“Madam, how do you find the balance when you have to deal
with the strong communal village life and all her obligations,
customs and expectations and on the other hand the Biblical
instructions we are learning here?” This is a difficult question. I
asked them what else they want to learn here at Covenant College
Women’s Meetings. A whole list of things came across…we won’t
be done teaching here in many many years! Let me list some:
How to support our husbands, How to teach our children, How
to set up Sunday School in church, How to deal with traditional
beliefs (often the extended family is still living with powers of
darkness), How to evangelise, How to care for the sick.
8

We close the morning session with learning a new Psalm in the
Nyanja language (our students compose them). This Psalm will be
taught in their churches by their husbands. During lunch, the
women have fellowship and afterwards they have the opportunity to meet with their husbands and talk with them.
One of our women lost her granddaughter just the week before.
The 8 year old girl played with fire, her nylon dress caught fire and
burned her badly. Sadly there was no doctor available and so she
died on the hospital steps. This incident made me prepare a few
first-aid lessons. After practising, it was time to do some crafting.
Marjanne prepared a cross-stitching craft which the women enjoy
very much. Each of them made a beautiful bookmark to put in
their Bibles. Meanwhile I asked who wanted to share something
about how these meetings help them in their calling as pastors’
wives. Here follows Violet’s testimony as conclusion:
“As we have studied Titus 2:3-5 a year ago, the Word of
God kept coming back to me. I experienced a strong call
from the Lord to actually do what His Word says there. But I
am so shy, I am not a leader, I am often sick, I have many
other obligations….all kinds of excuses were in my mind.
“Teachers of good things…” isn’t it God speaking to me,
calling me to do what He says?! The Holy Spirit convinced
me to raise up my feeble knees and start obeying His
command of teaching the younger women of my church and
even the women from my neighbourhood. We meet every
two weeks in my house where I lead them in Bible study and
share from my own experiences. Praise God for giving me
courage and wisdom as He does as He promises: “A woman
who fears the Lord is to be praised”.
May this be an encouragement for all of us.

Glad Tidings

Mirjam visiting Ida’s new grandchild
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Heritage Hill Outreach Ministry
Don Deater

Heritage Hill Outreach Ministry (HHOM) had its early
beginnings in the basement of the church where gently used
clothing was provided for the neighborhood Sunday school
children and their families. A vision was born to move to a small
building and try to reach the poor and homeless with the Gospel,
coffee and fellowship as well as clothes. The Lord provided a nice
little storefront on Michigan Street, only a few minutes walk from
the church. Eventually, we outgrew this little building too and
moved down the hill to a larger facility.
In the mean time the whole neighborhood began to change by
the expansion of Spectrum Health and more and more homes,
even whole streets, were demolished to make room for gigantic
medical buildings. As a result there were less needy people
coming our way. Thankfully we were able to find a property on
Fulton Street, a couple of blocks south in a much more suitable
neighborhood for our mission. We pray that the Lord will use the
often brief encounters to sow the seed of His Word in the heart of
the guests. Please also pray that in this bigger building we soon
will be able to have a Sunday afternoon service for those who
have never gone to church or feel uncomfortable going to an
established congregation. And we hope to have more activities for
children with the focus on Bible story lessons.
There are about 16 to 17 volunteers involved spread out over
the four daytime and two evening times we are open. All kinds of
people walk into the store: mothers without work who need
clothes for their little ones, but also the homeless who wander
from mission to mission to get some free food and coffee and
enjoy a warm place to rest a while. The volunteers have learned to
see through the sometimes brawny talk and not be affected by the
offensive odors and treat each person with friendliness and
dignity. This has warmed certain hearts not only to the fellowship,
but also to the Gospel.
One example is Robbie. He had lost his wife and child, his job
and his home and was wandering the street, living from bottle to
bottle. He was a man without hope. But hope began to glimmer
when the Lord touched his heart with the Gospel. He is now off
the alcohol, has a job, worships often with us on Sundays and
volunteers at the mission.
The tradition has been to serve warm pizza for lunch on
Mondays. But Robbie loves to cook and now provides delicious
lunches as often as he can! He also was a great help when on a
cold day a young man was seen in front of the store looking
terrible. Robbie saw that this man needed more than a cup of
coffee; he needed medical care – soon! He was frostbitten all over
and had burns on his legs from warming them at a clumsily made
fire. This man was homeless for only a few days and did not know
there were a couple of missions where he could have slept. Robbie
helped him to change in clean clothes and took him to the
hospital.
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Life on the street is harsh and has its own rules of conduct.
People even have their own territories and woe the man or
woman who dares to take empty pop cans out of someone else’s
dumpster! Still it often takes a while before the homeless who
visit our mission own up to their desperate need. A lot of
kindness and patience is asked of the volunteers, but when we
remind ourselves (and sometimes the guests!) that it was only the
Lord’s doing that it isn’t us living on the streets, it isn’t so
difficult. This attitude is picked up by some of the regular
visitors. One even mentioned that he couldn’t understand, now
that he is sober and clean, how the volunteers could have touched
him in such a warm way when he was reeking so badly!
The wonderful thing about missions like these is the blessing we
reap while we strive to be a blessing to others. Nevertheless we
covet earnestly your continual prayer support that the Lord will
bring many more sinners into His Kingdom.
In Christ’s service, HHOM
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YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
Spring is here and already Good Friday and Easter have passed.
Has the resurrected Saviour ever become precious to you? If He
has, you will want to share His preciousness with others. Spring
is a time when new life is all around us. The grass turns green and
begins to grow tall. Baby animals are born and seeds are planted
in the soil. When the Holy Spirit works in our hearts, it is like a
seed being planted in good soil. As the seed starts to grow, it
causes us to love God and His Word and to hate sin. Our lives will
show fruit if the seed of regeneration has been planted in our
hearts. We will think of others instead of ourselves and we will
want to serve God in all that we do. Our prayer is that each of you
will come to know Jesus as your Saviour and that your lives will
show the fruit of the Spirit.
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke

Design a Logo Contest!!!
Glad Tidings Magazine needs a logo for its cover. We are
inviting all of our youth to take part in a contest to design the
logo. Thank-you to those that are working on it and for the three
received. We are still looking forward to more before June 15,
2008. Remember to use our text (Rom. 10:15) and the name Glad
Tidings. Use your imagination and design a logo that will look
great on our magazine cover. Please include your name, address
and your age. Entries can be sent to Jane Korevaar at
janekorevaar@sympatico.ca or they can be mailed to her at 13516
22nd Sideroad, R.R. #1, Georgetown, Ontario L7G 4S4. The
winner will receive a gift certificate for a book from RHB. Do your
best!
Future Trip to South Africa
Dear Friends,
As you may know some of our young people have participated
in a mission trip to South Africa. We trust it has been a blessing to
both them and also to those they were enabled to help. We again
are considering planning a similar trip for 2008 and/or 2009, most
likely during the months of July or August.
Please contact John-Mark Averink at jmcaverink@execulink.com
if you are interested. Please state when you would prefer to go.
The Miskin Missionary Liaison Committee

Chilliwack Senior Youth Group
On Saturday evening, March 28, a small group of the Senior
Youth got together to "minister to Voice of the Martyr prisoners".
We didn't know exactly what we would be doing until we got
there and the leaders started handing out lined paper, pens and
envelopes, as well as information on several different prisoners.
Each of us went through the pages, picked out one particular
prisoner and spent twenty minutes to half an hour writing a
simple but encouraging letter to help these men and women to
uplift them through their sufferings. When we were finished with
the writing and had all the letters ready to send, we gathered in
group-prayer and took a moment to pray for the prisoners. The
rest of the evening was full of snacks, games, and good times.
Mary DenHertog
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Grand Rapids Senior Youth Group
Throughout the year the Grand Rapids HNRC Senior Youth
Group seeks to serve God and to create and maintain a special
bond between the youth and the rest of congregation. This is done
through a variety of ways. Every other week on Sunday the youth
group meets after the evening service to listen to topics related to
the youth, discuss the sermons with the ministers, or have a
Questions and Answers and sing-a-long session with a seminary
student or pastor. These activities provide a wonderful context in
which both the youth and ministers can get to know one another
better. Service activities, in which the youth group helps out with
the needs of various members within the congregation, are
planned to strengthen the bond between members in our church
family. Canoeing, sledding, and other fun activities occur each
month in order for the youth group members to get to know one
another better and create lasting memories.
Josh Scholten
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Senior Youth Group sermon discussion with
Dr. Beeke and Rev. VanderZwaag
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The Day We Went Evangelizing with Pastor Brian and
Student Oupa
The youth in South Africa can be divided into two major
categories: those who live in the rural areas, and those who live in
the cities. Due to the great cultural and economic differences
between these two groups, it is often hard for city youth to relate
to the rural youth.
At about this time last year, Pastor Brian DeVries and a friend of
his, Oupa Nkoana, decided to bring a group from the city out into
to rural area to team up with a group of rural kids in an
evangelistic outreach. After cramming nine people into our seven
passenger car, we traveled for an hour to the rural area called
Hammanskraal. We met up with Oupa and some of his friends at
a gas station. We then went to a church member’s house and
waited for the rest of the youth to arrive. Upon arriving there,
however, we found out that we actually had to go pick up the rest
of the youth in our car. So off we rode to go get them. After all this
was accomplished, we went back to the house we originally
arrived at. Then we planned how we would go about doing our
evangelism.
We split up into three different groups, and headed off into
different directions. We were going to go to various houses in the
neighbourhood and ask the people how much they knew about
the Bible and whether they would be interested in going to
church. (Oupa was planning to plant a church in this area at the
time.) It was an interesting experience to go to all these different
people’s homes and talk to them about the Bible and the need for
church and faith in Christ.
After we had spent most of the afternoon doing this, we went
to eat a late lunch and play some street soccer. It was a most
interesting day for both groups of youth, I think, since the two
youth groups are from such vastly different backgrounds.
Although this was an enjoyable day, it did show us how difficult
it was for us as white city dwellers to relate to poorer young
people from a different walk of life. The culture of rural youth is,
in some ways, still quite tribal.

Although cities in South Africa are very modern, rural areas tend
to be more primitive. It can be very difficult to find a point of
contact with these teens, since our interests are very different.
However, as this experience showed us, it can be very rewarding
to befriend those of different cultures. Although we might not
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understand their way of thinking, we have to ask the Lord to give
us wisdom and patience in dealing with different people.
Gordon, Morgan and Scarlett Miskin

“Did you know…?”
I like catching grasshoppers and one day my friends and I
caught 96 of them, big and small. We made a fire and roasted
them, added some salt and had a wonderful Zambian snack
(Joas).
On Sundays we get Fanta or Cola, which we buy in town at the
bakery. The bakery even sells mayonnaise and of course bread
(Rhode).
Our dog Sheba is a wonderful dog. She watched our house
while we were out and one day she caught a big monkey
(baboon). This was a happy day for our Zambian neighbours;
they had meat for dinner that day (Joas).
It is getting quite crowded in the lecture hall on Saturdays. I am
one of the 300 kids in the children’s program. I always try to sit
in front to get a good view of the beautiful felt pictures (Rhode).
We have discovered a huge monitor lizard at the pond, half a mile
from our home. I thought I saw a crocodile and was a bit shocked.
One day it came all the way to visit the pigs at the farm. We
chased it away (Rhode).
We have students who come from the area of the game park
(South Luangwa). Two of our students’ fields have been ‘harvested’ by hippos and buffaloes. They also regularly see elephants
passing through their ‘backyard’ (Joas).
We home school in the mornings; the afternoons we always find
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interesting things to do. One day we went on the farm oxcart,
together with some farm workers, to a village. There we caught
about 50 chickens, put them in the oxcart. We had the job to keep
them in and so we went back to the farm. The chickens were for
the student’s meals (Joas).
Joas and Rhode Molenaa

MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Friends,
Please find below the financial report for the months of
January through March 2008. Thankfully, for the past few fiscal
periods the financial situation has been very stable. However, as
noted below, the bank balances are extremely low. We commend the
mission needs to you, asking that you consider giving and praying
for the work our missionaries are involved in. Please receive our
thanks for your ongoing contributions
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – January – March 2008 (US$)
Balance January 1, 2008
$ 49,986.36

Bible Quiz

Rhode, Lydia and the cat

Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Interest
Mukhanyo Theological College
Nakekela Clinic
Covenant College
Zambia Mercy Ministry Fund
South Africa Mercy Ministry Fund
South Africa Orphanages
Total Income

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Administration
HRC General Mission
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Other Mission Related Expense
Travel
South Africa Mercy Funds
South Africa Orphanages
Nakekela Clinic
Mukhanyo Theological College
Covenant College
North American Travel
Total Expenses
Balance March 31, 2008

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance January 1, 2008
Income
Expenses
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Closing Balance March 31, 2008
Glad Tidings

$ 37,595.85
1,696.50
93.42
33,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
2,000.00
1,000.00
2,136.35

$ 81,522.12

249.99
333.03
-5,938.61
3,402.90
30,043.66
10,729.81
19,180.19
1,634.15
3,716.40
2,136.35
2,000.00
33,134.02
2,000.00
1,804.73
$ 104,426.62
$ 27,081.86

$ 75,977.27
2,610.86
1.07

$ 75,587.06
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The Day We Went
Evangelizing with Pastor
Brian and Student Oupa

SPECIAL NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer:
Prayer for the church plant in South Africa.
Prayer for direction for the urban mission in Sunnyside, Pretoria.
Prayer and funding for the Zwemstra’s home in Zambia – estimated cost $30,000 USD.
Prayer and funding for a new, second lecture hall in Zambia that would not only facilitate the college but also help out
the children’s ministry and potentially other ministries as well.
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, c/o Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park 086. Pretoria, South Africa,
Email: briand@mwf.net
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park 086. Pretoria, South Africa, Email: miskinza@vodamail.com or
agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia,
Email: molenaarc@iwayafrica.com

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________ r FOR SOUTH AFRICA
r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR OTHER__________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Give of Your Best to the Master
Give of your best to the Master;
Give of the strength of your youth.
Throw your soul’s fresh, glowing ardor
Into the battle for truth.
Jesus has set the example,
Dauntless was He, young and brave.
Give Him your loyal devotion;
Give Him the best that you have.
Give of your best to the Master;
Give Him first place in your heart.
Give Him first place in your service;
Consecrate every part.
Give, and to you will be given;
God His beloved Son gave.
Gratefully seeking to serve Him,
Give Him the best that you have.

Give of your best to the Master;
Naught else is worthy His love.
He gave Himself for your ransom,
Gave up His glory above.
Laid down His life without murmur,
You from sin’s ruin to save.
Give Him your heart’s adoration;
Give Him the best that you have.
Give of your best to the Master;
Give of the strength of your youth.
Clad in salvation’s full armor,
Join in the battle for truth.

Howard B. Grose
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