Glad Tidings

Official Publication of the Mission Committee of the
Heritage Reformed Congregations
M i s s i o n C o m m i tt e e
John Beeke, Chairman
Henry DeVries, Vice Chairman
Chris Carbone, Secretary
Jason Beeke, Treasurer
Dr. Cornie Bleeker Dr. Jonathan Engelsma Jake Nijsse
Bill Klyn Edward Otten Russ VandenToorn
Ed i t or i a l C om m i t t ee
Editor - John Beeke, Chairman
Email: johnrbeeke@aol.com Telephone: 905-892-2048
Bill Klyn, Miskin MLC, Missiology
Dr. Cornie Bleeker, DeVries MLC
Chris Carbone, Molenaar MLC
Bill Klyn, Finance Committee
Jake Nijsse, Tent Making Ministry
Managing Editor - Jane Korevaar
Email: janekorevaar@sympatico.ca Telephone 905-877-5666
Youth Editors - Gerrit & Julia Sinke
Email: gerritsinke@yahoo.com Telephone 403-317-3065
Editorial Assistant - Coby DeJonge
Subscription Managers - Paul & Jane Pols
1875 Leonard Street, NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49504
Email: bsgt@hnrc.org Telephone 616-791-9486
Glad Tidings is published quarterly, March, June, September and December. Articles and
announcements are due by 25th of January, April, July and October.
It is available free of charge and without obligation to anyone who requests it. Please
send address changes to the Subscription Manager. Please provide new and old
address.
Printed by Advance Graphics, St.Catharines, Ontario
A d d it i o n a l S o u r c e s
For a list of printed Reformed literature (both new and used books in English
and used books in Dutch), write: Reformation Heritage Books, 2965 Leonard
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525, or visit our on-line bookstore at
www.heritagebooks.org.
For a subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth write: The Banner of
Sovereign Grace Truth, 1875 Leonard Street, NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 49504 or
email bsgt@hnrc.org.
For free sermons write: Inheritance Publishers, P.O. Box 1334, Grand Rapids, Michigan
49501.
For free sermons and radio messages of HRC ministers write: The Gospel Trumpet, 540
Crescent NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.

CONTENTS
Autumn 2008 ~ Volume 10, No. 3
MEDITATION – Rev. Don Overbeek
C heeks, Coat s, M i les and M issi ons . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. 1
EDITORIAL – John Beeke
A Changing World – A n U n c h a n g i n g G o d . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
MISSIONARY UPDATES
Zambia – Ser ving Together – Mirjam Molenaar .… . . . . . . . . 2
TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA
Experiences in KwaMhlanga – Jane Korevaar . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
CHURCH EVANGELISM – Bradford, Ontario
S p on t an eou s P er s on al W i t n ess i ng . … . . . . … … … … … . . . 9
P l a n n e d S e r vi ce P ro j e cts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Local Door-to-Door Contacts and Bibles Studies ..... .... 10
Bus Te r m i n a l a n d S t r e e t E v a n g e l i s m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Conclusion – Rev. Don Overbeek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
YOUTH EVANGELISM – Gerrit & Julia Sinke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Volunteering – Julia Si nke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
H el pin g Hai ti ’s Children – Katie Stam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Chilliwack HRC Ser vice Activity – Sandra Stam . . . . . . . . . . 11
B i b l e Q u i z . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
MISSION FINANCES – Jason Beeke
J u l y 1 , 2 0 0 8 – S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 2 0 0 8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
POEM – Frances R. Havergal
L or d , Sp e a k t o m e t ha t I m a y Sp e a k

MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
Logo Description: The sun represents the “sending of the light” to the
mission fields. The green part in the middle of the sun represents the
mission fields. The yellow part represents the light of the gospel
beginning to spread as the people begin to know the Lord God.

For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed
doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619). Though never officially adopted as such due to
rootage in the continental Reformation, the Heritage Reformed denomination is also
in agreement with the Westminster Standards (1640s): the Westminster Confession
of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.
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Please pass this magazine to a friend or bring it to Bible Study.

MEDITATION

Cheeks, Coats, Miles and Missions
Matthew 5:38-42
Rev. Don Overbeek

Have you ever caught yourself mentally ranking mission and
evangelistic work based on how far beyond our natural comfort
zone they go? The far-away missionary is often ranked first by his
or her forsaking the conveniences of life in the “developed” world
for the challenges of the “developing” world. Then there are those
who risk knocking on doors or evangelizing on street corners. Still
others speak boldly at work and others in the mall handing out
tracts. Most find themselves on the lowest rung – not really
getting out of their comfort zone, and often feeling guilty for not
doing so. This hierarchical way of thinking is not right. Our text
teaches that every Christian has the high calling to serve God and
others by denying self.
To maximize the impact of this lesson we have to look at the
Old Testament background. Jesus says, “Ye have heard that it hath
been said, ‘an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth’ [Ex. 21:24].”
In this law, and all those around it, Yahweh is setting forth Israel’s
evangelistic calling in practical, situational terms. After all,
nothing that God revealed to and through Israel was just for
Israel’s sake, but also for the surrounding nations. Israel, by its
actions, was to represent God faithfully as perfectly merciful and
just. The gods of other nations were either excessively lenient or
repressively harsh. Another evangelistic lesson was that external
actions could not deal with sin, but only show sin’s reality and
repercussions. Israel and the heathens had to learn that the
problem of humanity was not bad eyes or crooked teeth, but was
deeper in the heart, of which gouged eyes and missing teeth are
simply manifestations.
With this evangelistic background apparent, and knowing that
God’s character does not change and the heart-problem of sin
remains the same, why does Christ call all Christians to an
evangelistic life of self-denial?
First, we need to remember that Jesus is speaking these words
as the Son of God. Self-denial is so important because God
manifested it Himself by sending His Son. Israel, as God’s “son”
(Ex. 4:22) was called to represent God’s character abstractly
revealed in laws. Christians now must represent God’s character
as it is personally revealed through the “self-denying” love of
God’s Son to whom they are united. There is no difference in
substance between the revelations, but in form. Our self-denying,
evangelistic heart is in tune with the eternal Son’s ultimate
redemptive mission of self-denial.
Second, the sins of abusive slapping, and unjust suing, and
demeaning walking, will be exposed most deeply not by
responding in kind, but by Christ’s path to the cross. The deepest
lesson about sin does not come from human responses to it, but
from God’s response to it at the cross. Christian self-denial
models a willing bearing of sin, finitely on ourselves, but pointing
to Christ’s infinite sin-bearing. True evangelism doesn’t take sin
lightly, both in how it speaks about it and especially in how it
responds to it.
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Third, the Old Testament law was largely preventative, while
Jesus’ teaching of self-denial serves to promote the ultimate good.
Missing eyes and teeth would keep people from acting a certain
way, but it wouldn’t make them better. Many people think of
self-denial as a call to endless suffering. It is quite the opposite, for
it serves the promotion of a greater glory to come. Jesus’
self-denial came to an end and now He has received endless and
increasing glory. Christians only have two eyes, and a few coats,
and a little time to go the extra mile. The Christian life of
self-denial, just like the call to witness, will end – it will end in
eternal and ever-increasing glory. One day the call of self-denial
will be exchanged for that of affirmation!
The only question that remains is the impact that Christian
evangelistic self-denial will have on those who sin against us.
Either God will bless the witness and they will eventually be
brought to repentance and faith, or a time will come when
self-denial (both of God and of His people) toward them will stop
and they will receive their due punishment. What an important
role self-denial plays in the promotion of the kingdom of God!

Rev. Don Overbeek

EDITORIAL

A Changing World—An Unchanging God
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
We live in a changing world. We cannot count the changes that
take place in us, around us and throughout the world. The local
and world events by way of media are constantly changing. We
are constantly making changes too. Some changes are for the
better and some are for the worse. What a blessing that God and
His Word do not change! He is the Unchangeable God and His
Word stands firm. He changes hearts throughout the world by His
power through the working of His Spirit, by leading them to
repent of their sins and to find a refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ as
their only Savior. This is the best change that can ever happen in
our lives. Once this change happens in our life, we wish it for all.
It cannot be otherwise. Then we become more mission-minded,
thinking of the souls in far away lands as well as our neighbors,
praying and helping in whatever way possible to seek their
well-being and salvation. Friends, one change of heart can be the
instrument in God's Hand to change the hearts and lives of many.
Are you praying that God would use you to further His cause
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in the extension of His kingdom? This is not the work of
missionaries only, but we all must reach out to our fellow-man
and "bring the glad tidings of good things." We need not be
ashamed of this work, but rather ashamed when we do not do
what the Lord has commanded to be our duty. Praying and
working is the combination that God blesses. If we use only one
of these 'oars' then we will only spin in circles and not make any
headway.
Teenagers and young adults, are you asking the Lord for
guidance for the future? You are in the prime of your life and you
can be very useful in God's kingdom in mission endeavors. I
have said so often, "Every young person should experience what
it is to be on a mission field." You will come back different than
when you left. When thinking of your future occupation,
prayerfully consider that this is the widest open field compared
to any secular job because the whole world is a mission field!
May God incline your hearts in that direction.
Changes have also taken place on the Mission Committee.
Terms have expired for Pastor Jan Neels as chairman, Mr. Jake
Sinke as Vice Chairman, and Mr. Bill Tanis, Sr. On behalf of the
Mission Committee, I express my heartfelt thanks to our dear
pastor and friend, Rev. Neels, for all the labors of love he gave
when on this committee as chairman. Also, our thanks go to Jake
Sinke and Bill Tanis, dear brothers who have given their labors
for this worthwhile cause. May God richly crown these labors
with His blessing and bless you all.
Jonathan Engelsma, Ed Otten and myself are the new changes
on the Mission Committee. All three of us have served before, but
we have noticed many changes after our first mission meeting of
our new term. May you and I, brothers, serve in our capacity to
the honor of God and the extension of His kingdom. May God be
our Helper, Keeper and Provider and guide us with the
committee in the way that He chooses.
Dear Rev. and Mirjam Molenaar, we were glad and thankful
that everything went well with the birth of your third child. May
your child with your other children be a joy and a blessing to you
and may you see them walking in the truth in their young lives.
I would like to close with a personal word to our dear
missionaries, Rev. and Mirjam Molenaar, Rev. and Dr. Sonya
Miskin and Dr. DeVries. May the Lord give you the strength,
guidance, wisdom and patience that each of you need in all what
you are called to do. May the gospel be laid before your hearers
in the congregations, the seminaries and different classes and
wherever there is opportunity. None of us can never speak too
highly or too much of our Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. May
many be brought to saving grace in Christ and say,
"On Christ the solid Rock I stand.
All other ground is sinking sand."
What an encouragement that must be for you when you
witness this great change in hearts where God has stationed you!
Let us all thank and praise His glorious Name for the work that
He has already done and continues to do. Dear missionaries,
what beautiful advice and encouragement is to be found in
Joshua 1:7, 8, "Only be thou strong and very courageous, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses
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my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or
to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to
do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success." May
the greater Joshua, the King of His Church, go before you in all
your ways.

MISSIONARY UPDATE –
ZAMBIA
Serving Together
Mirjam Molenaar

“Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall
flourish in the courts of our God” Psalm 92:13

Dear friends in the Lord,
We hope you are well and will enjoy this update on our life here
in Zambia. We thank our Lord for your faithful support and love
expressed to us. May He bless you and keep you in your daily
calling as He has also done to us. We are encouraged and
confirmed about the Lord’s work here, also by the safe arrival of
our newborn son Obed.
Obed
On August 12 Obed Cornelis
was born in a local hospital
near the little town of Katete,
an hour’s drive from here. The
whole delivery was an
interesting learning experience
for us, culturally and spiritually. After 83 hours of broken
waters, the midwife induced
me and Obed arrived about 6
hours later. Many Zambian
staff members popped in
curiously and a big group of
Obed attended the Graduation
pregnant women was singing
and dancing in the corridor. Ten other babies were born at the
ward that same afternoon! We were thankful to have our ‘private’
midwife; normally two midwives run between several beds.
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Obed eight weeks old
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At the time of this writing
Obed is eight weeks old,
growing and developing well.
The Zambian community
around us is very excited
about him. They never had a
white newborn baby in their
midst. We get many
appreciative words and good
wishes like, “Praise God,”
“Thank you very much,”
“Good job, good job,” “You
share your heart with us,” etc.
At the market, about a
hundred people crowded
around me trying to get a
glimpse of Obed. His name
Obed in a Zambian carrier
echoed throughout the whole marketplace. Some gave extra
bananas or a Zambian baby carrier (cloth) and a money-bill of 20
cents. We also want to thank you very much for all the prayers
that were offered during pregnancy and delivery! Many thanks
also for the good wishes through email and postcards and for gifts
as well. May God bless you!

Baptism
My parents visited us for two weeks, which we thoroughly
enjoyed. They were very excited to see their 11th grandchild. It
was special for them to be able to witness Obed’s baptism.

Rev. Miti administers the sacrament
From the beginning, we have been involved with the Reformed
Church in Zambia. We regularly worship with them and Cees
often is called upon to preach. They consider us as guest members.
On September 14, Obed was baptized together with seven other
children. Cees preached from Psalm 92:13. He encouraged all the
parents to be serious about planting our little children in God’s
house, in God’s presence. God has planted our children within a
covenant relationship with Him; yet they all need personally to be
engrafted into Jesus Christ the true Vine. People were listening
very attentively. Rev. E.S. Miti, who is also the chairman of the
Covenant College Board, conducted the baptism. He thanked us
DECEMBER 2008

for the great honor; he had never baptized a white baby in all his
40 years of ministry.
It was a beautiful day in which the Lord strongly bound us
together with the Zambian Christians. There is only one covenant
of grace, whether we are Dutch or Zambian, whether your
membership resides in America or here. The baptism encouraged
us of God’s faithfulness and fatherly care.

Joas and Rhode
Joas and Rhode are doing well. They are very proud of their little
brother and also very protective. “Will the water for baptizing be
clean?” Or when local women hold him, “Please mom, can’t you
hold him?” Rhode loves singing for him.
Two weeks after Obed’s
birth
we
resumed
homeschooling. It is busy,
especially when you have
to adjust your program to
the unsettled behavior of a
newborn. When my
parents were here they
were
helpful
with
babysitting while I was
teaching. I am sure Obed
will get a love for books
since he is on my lap most
of the time, learning
history and many other
interesting stories.
Obed’s little mom
The kids have made great friends with the kids in our
community. Most afternoons there are many kids running in and
around our house, enjoying toys and snacks. Praise the Lord for
providing these friends.

Cooling down at the end of a hot day
The hot season started the last week of August. Every day the
thermometer reaches over 95 degrees F. It is very tiring, and it
will only get hotter and more humid when the rains start in
November. The Lord has given strength each day. The fields of
the farm are prepared. As soon as the rain comes, it will be time
to sow the seeds. We ask your prayers for all the Zambians here
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The Mayor, Rev. Cees, Rev. Miti, Rev. Zwemstra , Pastor Patrick

participate and interact. When I asked what food the Lord
provided on the journey to the Promised Land, a boy answered,
”Buns!”… How cute. They all get a bun at the end of the program
every week. The memorizing way of learning also has advantages.
In the last weeks I have been teaching the Ten Commandments.
Most kids had never heard about them (even church-going
kids – no church reads them in their service). How often we take
it for granted to be taught in these things through parents, Church,
Catechism Class and schools. I taught the teens how relevant they
are for us today and God’s protection for us when we live
according to them. After one week 6 children were able to recite
the Ten Commandments and received some stickers (we often
receive stickers included in cards from you). I was touched
listening to these kids. Please continue to pray for them who are
deprived of Christian teaching, except for Saturday afternoons
here at the College.

Children’s ministry
I resumed the children’s ministry September 6th, thankful for
student Erick’s substitute teaching when I had the baby.

Mirjam teaching the Ten Commandments

as they get into the farming season. They all depend on the
produce of their fields for food and income.
Graduation

On October 3 we celebrated the graduation of seven of our
students, praise be to God. We started with these men when we
arrived in April 2006! It is a happy and a sad moment at the same
time when we wave our graduates farewell. Church leaders and
members have encouraged us, saying how they see much
improvement in the preaching and teaching of their pastor
(student). It is a privilege to teach men from different
denominations as we reach them with Reformed theology. Even
Pentecostal students are teaching from the Heidelberg Catechism.
The rural churches here are open for any good teaching and
preaching. What a great opportunity our College has!

Conference
In September we held the women and couples’ conference.
About 30 women attended the first day including students’ and
graduates’ wives. I taught about Ruth. Only four women knew
about her. For the others it was all new! After giving the lesson we
broke up into small groups for discussion, after which we
discussed the questions as well. Jacomien Zwemstra taught about
how to manage money wisely according to the light of the Bible.
Marjanne Hendriksen shared her aquarelle paint materials. Most
women painted for the first time in their life! We all enjoyed
fellowship, singing, praying, and a meal.

Joas proudly presents Obed

After opening the program with all the kids, Marjanne teaches
the young ones and I take the teens. During coloring I do a
question-session to keep reminding what has been taught and to
motivate them to listen well. This culture is very much a
non-question-culture. In the rural setting, children are not used to
asking questions at school or at home. They are very good in
memorizing which is used for teaching. Slowly the kids are
getting used to all my challenging questions and start to
4
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The students’ wives stayed over for the next day. The theme for
the couples’ conference (students and their wives) was “Serving
Together.” Cees taught from the example of Aquila and Priscilla.
After the small-group discussions we gave them the opportunity
to share their experiences. Well, give a pastor space to speak…a
good thing we planned enough time! Rev. Zwemstra gave an
encouraging message from Ecclesiastes, about how we are much
stronger in the ministry when we share the work and support
each other.
Lecture Hall
The work here takes a lot of energy. It isn’t just the teaching but
a lot of other (small) things as well. Cees has many meetings each
week – with the team, new builders, workers, church-leaders,
unexpected visitors interested in the College, potential new
students, graduates, etc. Mentoring the students takes time but is
very encouraging.

Mirjam and Esther admiring each other’s baby

We are grateful for provided strength and wisdom. Also for
practical blessings. This week a new building team has started on
the foundation for the new lecture-hall, the money for which is
largely coming from the HRC! And just as we wrote this, the
internet connection was extended to our house. Thanks to the
Franklin Lakes congregation!

After the Baptism service – God is faithful
from generation to generation
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We hope to show Obed to our relatives in Holland in
December/January. While there we also hope to get needed
medical and dental check ups, collect resources for the new
school year, buy clothes for the family, present the work in some
churches, and rest from a year of hard work.
When Mirjam’s father was here, he addressed the couples’
conference, giving a testimony of how the Lord had helped them
as a couple in the ministry. He encouraged us all with these
words: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord”(1 Cor. 15:58).
With this we also encourage you, thanking God for your love
and praying that He will make His face shine upon you.

TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA
Experiences in KwaMhlanga
Jane Korevaar

From October 6 to 22, I had the privilege, along with Miranda
Averink and Ryan Otten from the Burgessville Ontario
congregation, of participating in a most memorable volunteer
trip to the KwaMhlanga area of South Africa (SA). This trip has
very much heightened my appreciation of all that is being
accomplished in the KwaMhlanga area as well as the daily
benefits we receive from the Lord’s hand.
In preparation for the trip we arranged to pack 25 lb. of books
donated by the African Pastors Fund from Reformation Heritage
Books, several sets of small and medium sized pajamas for
Nakekela Hospice, as well as a suitcase full (43 lb.) of donated
medication and supplies. These supplies were made available by
Dr. Ken Taylor and his wife Denise through “Not Just Tourists”,
a service that provides medical humanitarian aid wherever
needed throughout the world. The Taylors gather medical
products which are end of lines or near their expiry date from
pharmaceutical companies and other sources, and store and
organize all of this to give to persons who are travelling to places
with specific needs. Dr. Sonja Miskin advised which products
would be of use to the Nakekela hospice. All of these products
plus more were put into a donated suitcase for us to take. The
contact information to reach the Taylors is by email:
notjusttourists@yahoo.ca, or telephone 905-646-5110. Many
thanks to all who recommended, provided, and helped to organize, these donations!
Prior to arriving at KwaMhlanga, I read the book titled
Cross-Cultural Connections by Duane Elmer, which provided
useful insights. One of these was that task oriented people focus
on the Great Commission and that this should be accompanied
with love as commanded in Matt. 22:36-40 and other places in
Scripture. Another is that Christ sets the example that acceptance
is love: “Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received
us to the glory of God” Rom. 15:7.
Sadness is a prevailing theme in KwaMhlanga. Travelling in
the area in the spring time weather, one could not miss the
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reminders of death on all sides. Signs that read “Better Funerals
& Tombstones”, “Unity Funeral Group – We will Serve with
Pride”, “Ezweni Funerals – There for you”, “Sundown
Tombstones”; “Excellent Funeral Aid (EFA Society)” were just a
few of 15 or more funeral services signs in this area.
Arrangements can be made with Funeral Societies to purchase a
type of insurance for funeral coverage. At some cemeteries the
burial must be completed before 7:30 a.m. On a Saturday
morning, Rev. Arthur and Dr. Sonja Miskin were leaving their
house at 5:00 a.m. to meet this timeline for the passing of Elder
Hanyane’s 41-year-old wife in Hammanskraal. How prevalent
death is in this area, where
45% of the population has HIV,
where people sick with HIV
tend to hide this fact as long as
possible from their family and
friends due to the social stigma
associated with this, and the
average age of death is 39. Oh,
that all could exclaim,
“O death, where is thy sting?
O grave, where is thy victory?”
1 Cor. 15:55.
Advertising in the Shoprite
Grocery Store to purchase
funeral coverage in advance.

weeks after a two month stay, assists with nursing at Nakekela
(and also driving). For example, Dori and Miranda picked up a
two month old baby in deplorable condition, whose mother had
passed away from HIV two weeks ago. They cared for the baby
overnight and took her to Social Services the following day.
Miranda feeding
“Promise” with a
Tylenol dropper

Driving on the tar
road from Pretoria as
you
approach
KwaMhlanga
is
hazardous, as you may
encounter goats, pigs,
dogs and cattle that use
it as well. Going
through the local area
residential roads is very
slow and laborious and
causes quite a strain on the vehicles. This is not an area where the
use of bicycles or motorized bikes is feasible.

A road through a KwaMhlanga residential area

A beauty of creation, spring brings blossoming Jacaranda trees

Our lodging was at Mandela Farm with two other volunteers:
Dori Averink (Miranda’s sister) and Lanae VanderBoon (from
Grand Rapids, Michigan). Dori has currently been in SA for six
months and spends the majority of her time driving sick people
to hospital (spending much time in the lineups), to Nakekela, to
the local medical clinic for testing, and to the Wellness clinic
where antiretroviral (ARV) medication is received, as well as
doing home visits with Family Development Planning (FDP)
Workers. Lanae, who plans to return home in the next couple of
6

Even obtaining a driver’s license is difficult. Most people do not
have the funds for a car nor for the licensing process. However,
once the funds are provided and all the practising is complete,
there are still obstacles to obtaining the driver’s licence and it is
usually not received the first time. Emma (the nurse at Nakekela)
shared her experience of going for the driver’s test. She went early
in the morning to get into the lineup, stood all day in the hot sun,
had to sleep in the lineup, and then had her test at 3:00 p.m. the
following day. She prayed and prayed and prayed and is now
praising the Lord for the positive outcome of receiving her license
after the first test!
Miranda spent time providing nursing care at Nakekela and
assisting Dori, while Ryan assisted with training in some
computer classes such as basic Excel, Word and Powerpoint, as
well as with gardening and various other duties. I spent a lot of
time doing home visits with the FDP workers and accompanying
Rose Finkbeiner to pick up and distribute groceries to
impoverished families. Some of the impoverished families are part

Glad Tidings

DECEMBER 2008

of a family sponsorship program that Rose (rose@mcdc.org.za)
administers. The cost is approximately $100 - $180 a month for
food, schooling, electricity, gas or paraffin. I also spent time doing
a bracelet craft (with a gospel message) with children at the five
Child Care Centres and leading Bible studies on “the
Commandment of Love” with the Phumula Care Workers and
with a group of Foster Parents at Mukhanyo.
FDP workers are each assigned to a certain portion of a village.
By word of mouth they find out who are sick or have little or no
food. They take people to a clinic for blood work to determine TB
and HIV treatment needs. They accompany people to the hospital
and also help them obtain monies from Social Services for
children, orphan and/or disability grants. Working and praying
with them was an eye opening experience.
These are some of the people we visited and prayed with:
• A man who has epilepsy and lives with three sons. His wife left
with all of the child government grants in her name. He has a
large garden, which includes banana trees. Tending the garden
takes a lot of energy as people I saw typically use a pick to
loosen the ground.
• A man who is a gardener who had hot water thrown on him
when he asked for payment for his services. Both his feet have
open wounds. He lives with his wife in a shack. A sponsor
family is building them a cement house. While here we found
out that their donated Zulu Bible, which was labeled as such,
was actually in another language.

daughter, Angie, has a 3-week-old baby.
• Maria who is 11 with 3 siblings that now live with their aunt,
as their mother passed away in August
• David who is looking after his brother John who was shot and
paralyzed from the waist down
• One of the many child-headed households—a teenage boy
who looks after his younger brother (both are still in school)
since both parents have passed away
• Grace who has 7 children with no income since her husband is
in hospital
• A woman who can barely see, with 5 children, whose husband
is out of work
• A woman scarred when her husband threw the paraffin stove
at her, who lives with her daughter and baby
• Serafina, a grandma looking after 5 of her grandchildren, who
was so happy thanking Jesus for the food received

Serafina is in the centre with her FDP care worker, Jane on the left

FDP worker meetings are held weekly at Mandela Farm.
Randy does a Bible study, in which they are currently working
through the Sermon on the Mount. They share issues, which
helps to debrief from all the sorrow they are exposed to. At times
they are blamed for a person’s death. During the month of
September they did over 1,000 home visits and 27 people died.
Vince, a manager, advised how they were over their budget of 20
families per month that are supplied with food (that are not
sponsored). During the month of September 54 families were
provided with food that are not sponsored.

Their current house

Site of their new house

• A 21-year-old woman looking after her 16, 7, 5 and 3-year-old
siblings, having also cared for her mother who passed away 2
months ago. She has applied for orphan grants and has very
little food.
• A woman with several children who is mourning the passing of
her husband . She does not receive any government grants; her
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Some of the FDP workers after the meeting

A bracelet craft was done with over 400 children at the various
Care Centers—Sun City, Thembaletu, Phumula, Manaleni and
Vezubuhle, Children go to the Care Centers before school, for
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lunch (sandwiches) and then after school when they receive a
hot meal. A meal I shared with them was samp (a version of
maize meal), butter beans and chicken gizzards.

Phumula Care Workers after a Bible Study on Ruth

Entrance to Vezubuhle Care Center

Making the bracelet with the various beads was accompanied by
questions and answers that one of the teachers translated:
• Are you perfect? Do you do anything wrong? What do you do
wrong? black bead - for our sinful hearts
• Who is perfect? Who can save us from our sins? How did He
save us? red bead - for Jesus dying on the cross for our sins
• Who cleanses us from our sins? White bead - for the cleansing
power of Jesus
• Who is with us in the new life? Green bead - for the new life
with the Holy Spirit
• Which two places can we go when we die? Where will you go
when you die? If Jesus saved you, where is our eternal home?
Gold bead - for what heaven represents
This was followed by prayer and singing. The teachers were
provided with a couple of Bible verses to go with each point,
which the children are to learn in subsequent weeks.

Children with
their bracelets
at Sun City
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Arms of
children with
their bracelets
at Phumula

Phumula Care Workers doing beadwork with the design of the
Ndebele people after the Bible Study

How we take water for granted! For the most part, the water at
Mandela Farm was turned off; however, we could obtain water
from the JoJo tank to cook with, wash dishes and do a “spit bath”
(bowl of water with soap and a wash cloth). We were there to
experience the first rain the area had since May and therefore for
the last few days the water was running. Rose emailed after our
departure that the water is still on but the two days after we left
the electricity was off.

JoJo tank in the yard at Mandela Farm

We spent a weekend with the Miskins, attended the Bible
Doctrine class on “Faith” in Johannesburg and worshipped at the
Rietvallei Reformed Church. Thanks so much for your gracious
hospitality and conversations accompanied with Rooibos tea.
Thanks as well to Dori Averink, Rose and Randy Finkbeiner for
your hospitality and for providing all the insights into your daily
work and introductions to all the friendly people we met.
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
Evangelism Report of Bradford, Ontario
Rev. Don Overbeek

Scarlett, Gordon, Morgan, Dr. Sonja and Pastor Arthur Miskin

Rose and Randy Finkbeiner with their sponsor children:
Idah, Princess and Zodwa

Dr. Joel R. Beeke writes in his book Overcoming the World (pp.
36 and 37) that we need to use every means to strengthen
ourselves and not surrender to the devil’s temptations. “Myriads
of so-called Christians today think like the world, look like the
world, and act like the world. They may appear morally decent,
but Christ is not the focus of their lives. They are at home in this
world and lack a passionate commitment to Christ and His Great
Commission.” Let us look to Jesus and heed all of the callings that
we receive as we sojourn here. Please pray and labour for these
people in KwaMhlanga and others in similar situations around
the world. My departure had with it a sense of grief, as there is so
much work to do. “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the
labourers are few.” Matt. 9:37.

Lanae, Miranda, Dori, Ryan and Jane at an Ndebele Traditional
Village and Museum after crawling into several houses on display.
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Effective evangelism is a team effort. Paul conveyed this truth
when he wrote in 1 Cor.3:6, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but
God gave the increase.” Our Bradford flock is small in size but
big in heart for reaching out to our vast, densely populated, and
incredibly diverse town and region. I will draw attention to four
areas of emphasis as the gospel leads us to witness for Christ.

Spontaneous Personal Witnessing
By far the majority of witnessing takes place during ordinary
days and callings of our believing members. People who live in
smaller towns reach out to needy neighbors who have cancer or
dysfunctional families. Often people ask them to pray with them
or for them. They also take opportunities afforded to them to
serve helpless and needy neighbors. Other members from the
congregation reach out in a retirement community, serving
people confined to a hospice ward by preparing flower
arrangements or making paper bag lunches, or leading chapel
services or doing mealtime devotions.
Still others from our church family reach out by inviting
family and friends to church from their vast network of
connections. Many of these connections are with people of
different ethnicities, whom they have met at work or different
conferences. Another family has many people of all different
backgrounds and religions come to visit their farm, and they are
quick to serve them and especially eager to speak about the Lord
and to give them searching tracts or books.
Many detailed stories could fill in the general accounts above,
but suffice it to say that I am continually amazed as people in our
church share with each other opportunities the Lord has given
them to speak about Him, and how they were given grace to
follow the Spirit’s lead. As this evangelistic impulse continues,
we can be confident that the Lord is using us to gather His elect
to Himself.
Planned Service Projects
In the Spring we used the Saturday between Good Friday and
Easter as an occasion to wash windshields at a local mall.
Someone generously donated the windshield solvent and the
squeegees that we used, and a group of about eight people split
into four groups and offered to wash people’s salted windshields.
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While not many people wanted their windshields washed and a
few even took offense to us thinking that their windshields were
dirty, we were able to hand out flyers about our church and tracts
about the need for spiritual washing. We had a few people
promise to visit us in church the following day, but as is often the
case – talk is cheap.
We look forward to taking more opportunities like this to serve
those around us in small ways, again praying that the Lord would
use these gestures and words to further His glorious kingdom.
Local Door-to-Door Contacts and Bible Studies
The primary method we are using to reach out to people is
door-to-door work in neighborhoods and our larger community.
We hang an invitation on doors in the early part of the week and
then on Saturday we follow up with a friendly visit to the same
houses. For those who are interested we have an extensive
brochure outlining the beliefs of our church and giving contact
information of our pastor. If people are open or inquisitive we do
not speak with them at length at their front door but offer to meet
them for coffee at a time that they choose. After we talk to people,
we try to estimate where God is in His dealing with them and
keep their name and address for later use.
After we knock on about 300 doors we then go about trying to
establish a community Bible Study. We focus first on inviting
those that belong to a church in order to form a core group; we
then seek to reach out to neighbors who once went to church but
no longer do so. So far we have started one Bible study this way
and are looking forward to beginning another round of door-todoor work. Who knows how the Lord can multiply these small
efforts!
Bus Terminal and Street Evangelism
The fourth aspect of local evangelism takes place during weekday afternoons at a local bus terminal or on various main streets
in Newmarket. This is very challenging work, but it can also be
very fulfilling. As we walk on the sidewalks it is not uncommon
for us to meet three or four needy people asking for money, but at
the same time there are often people who are more than willing to
talk.
The local bus terminal is always busy and is a very suitable
place to meet many different kinds of people briefly and try to
have a spiritually engaging conversation with them. Again, many
accounts could be shared about how we were able to speak a word
in season while others would appear ineffective and seemingly
unprofitable. Our streets and our bus stops and terminals often
face us with rough people, whom we could ordinarily sign off as
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hopeless cases. But then we are led to think that we were once the
same and if God has converted us, He can do it with anybody.

Conclusion
We thank the Lord that effective evangelism is a team effort and
therefore we ask for your prayers as we seek to faithfully represent
God and His Word to people with little or no knowledge of it.
Please pray for continued zeal among believers to reach out in
common and inglorious ways, knowing that even if our church is
not built up by it, the kingdom of Christ is furthered through such
things. Also pray for the neighborhood Bible studies that we have
started or will start in the future. Ask that we would meet people
who are open and hungry for the Word of God and desirous to
study it in truth and sincerity. Most of all pray that the Spirit
would bless the Word here in the northern Greater Toronto Area
and abroad, so that sinners would be convicted and converted and
Christ’s true church would grow!

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
How are all of you? Here in Alberta, we have already
celebrated Thanksgiving Day and the fall season is upon us. By the
time you read this, the trees will be bare and snow will be
covering the ground. But right now, the leaves are a mixture of
gold, red and brilliant orange. The breeze lightly touches them
and they lose their hold of the branch they are clinging to and float
gently to the ground. One by one, each leaf floats down and the
trees stand stark against a grey sky. As I walked outside today, I
was reminded of a verse found in the prophecy of Isaiah: “We all
do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away.” Isaiah 64:6. The
meaning is simple; life is
short. Our lives change
seasons as quickly as the
changing seasons in nature.
Seek the LORD while you are
young and then you will be
able to tell others what great
things God has done for you.
Here is a picture of our family. Soon, if all goes well, we
will be able to show you a
picture of the new baby too!
Greetings from
Gerrit and Julia Sinke
Sinke Family
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Volunteering
I recently visited a seniors’ Assisted Living Centre/Care Home
in Lethbridge. Karlee Winn, a teenager from my church, was busy
playing checkers with a resident of the home. She volunteers one
afternoon a week for two hours to spend time with the elderly
residents. Karlee takes them for walks, reads to them and plays
games with them. Mostly, she talks with them and listens to what
they have to say. Isn’t this what kindness is all about? Isn’t it about
doing something for someone else because it is important to
them? Do you volunteer with seniors or disabled persons in the
community? What is your motive? Fit some time in your busy
schedule to do something for someone else. The Lord will bless
you as you reach out to others.
Julia Sinke

Chilliwack HRC Service Activity
On Friday, October 17, 2008, Chilliwack hosted its 3rd annual
Word and Deed Dinner. This year, our youth group was asked to
help with this dinner by ushering, serving, and providing
musical entertainment.

Joel & Alexi Westeringh provided piano and violin music while
the guests arrived. Several of our young men were the ushers for
the evening
Karlee playing checkers with an elderly friend

Helping Haiti's Children
On September 12th our church's youth group had a service
activity to buy things for Jules, Jade and Kristi (three young
friends from Chilliwack who are taking a mission trip) to take
with them to Haiti. We started the evening by having a short
devotion and getting a little bit of information about what Jules,
Jade and Kristi would be doing in Haiti and what kind of things
they needed to take with them for the children there. Then we
headed to town, where we split into groups of 3 or 4 and went
shopping! We each spent an average of about ten dollars. I was
really surprised how much we could get with our money. After
everyone was finished picking their items out we went back to
our youth room where we sorted all our stuff into 6 banana boxes.
It was really amazing how much stuff we collected all together. I
really hope that the stuff that we bought will help out the less
fortunate children in Haiti.
Katie Stam
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Supplies for Haiti

Standing - Wouter Koster, Matt Stam, Allan Van Oosterom.
Sitting - Damian Van Woerden and
Jesse Van Oosterom.

We also had some of our youth and leaders helping with
serving and catering.
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MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Friends,
Below is the quarterly financial report for the months of July
through September 2008. Once again the Lord has made it
possible to provide for our financial obligations and commitments.
We are still ‘tight’ with finances – as noted with the bank balances
listed below. Also some extra expected expenses are forthcoming –
i.e. Rev and Mrs. Molenaar’s vehicle breakdown. Please continue to
remember the mission needs in your prayers and contributions. Our
trust is in the Lord to incline hearts to give liberally. Thanks for the
many that participated and contributed within the past few months.
Our prayer is that we will be enabled to support our current
missionary endeavours so that God’s name and Word will
continually be uplifted and received in both distant and local areas.
While fulfilling God’s great commission as commanded, He has
promised that He will be present. “Go ye therefore…. and, lo, I am
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28:19, 20.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – July 1-September 30, 2008 (US$)
Balance July 1, 2008
$ 19,443.44
Income:
Financial Statement
HRC Congregations
$ 41,864.89
Individual Donations
10,350.00
1,000.00
Nakekela Clinic
Covenant College
8,852.86
Sandra Stam

BIBLE QUIZ

What became of each of the following Scripture articles?
1. Joseph’s coat of many colours.
2. Noah’s ark.

3. Jesus’ seamless coat.

4. Moses’ bronze serpent.
5. Elijah’s mantle.

6. Israelites’ manna.

7. Solomon’s temple.
8. Goliath’s sword.

9. Judas’ thirty pieces of silver.
10. Aaron’s golden calf.
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Total Income

$ 62,067.75

Balance September 30, 2008

$ 12,131.44

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Exchange Gain/Loss
Administration
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Other Mission Related Expense
Income Tax Expense
South Africa Mercy Funds
Covenant College
Nakekela Clinic
North American Travel
Total Expenses
HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance July 1, 2008
Income
Interest Income
Less: Tent Ministry Support
Less: Bank Charges

Closing Balance September 30, 2008
Glad Tidings

155.28
2,444.89
656.85
3,530.47
23,422.25
9,583.50
3,857.50
9,355.99
3,716.40
8,852.86
1,000.00
2,803.76
$ 69,379.75
$ 66,505.68
10,706.14
187.48
15,000.00
2.40

$ 62,209.24
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Braai in Sunnyside

SPECIAL DATES AND PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following dates with prayer:
Dr. Sonja & Rev. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18, Mrs. Mirjam & Rev. Cees Molenaar Anniversary – February 10,
Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar Birthday – March 4
The Molenaars had baby Obed baptized Sunday, September 14th at Zambian Reformed Church in Petauke by Rev. Miti
who is Chairman of the Covenant College Trust. Mirjam’s parents, Rev. and Mrs. Vreugdenhil of the Netherlands were
there as well. Let us thank the Lord for this blessing to Cees and Mirjam and the children. May Obed (servant) be God’s
servant in deed!
Remember Dori Averink as she voluteers her labours in KwaMhlanga, South Africa.
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, P.O. Box 11168, Hatfield, Pretoria, 00028, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net cell: +27 79 933 9884,
fax: +27 86 696 0709, MTC: +27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, 0186, Pretoria, South Africa,
Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarc@iwayafrica.com

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________ r FOR SOUTH AFRICA
r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR OTHER__________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Lord, Speak to me that I may Speak
Lord, speak to me that I may speak
In living echoes of Thy tone;
As Thou has sought, so let me seek
Thine erring children lost and lone.

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead
The wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.
O strengthen me, that while I stand
Firm on the rock, and strong in Thee,
I may stretch out a loving hand
To wrestlers with the troubled sea.

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious things Thou dost impart;
And wing my words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart.
O give Thine own sweet rest to me,
That I may speak with soothing power
A word in season, as from Thee,
To weary ones in needful hour.

O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord,
Until my very heart overflow
In kindling thought and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.

O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where,
Until Thy blessed face I see,
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.

Frances R. Havergal
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