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MEDITATION

The Whole Earth Filled With His Glory
Rev. Bartel Elshout
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Let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen (Psalms
72:19b).
Upon considering the great and primary calling of the Church to
preach the gospel to every creature, we need to ask ourselves the
question, “What is our ultimate objective in doing so?” One might
respond that this must be the salvation of the lost. This is an
appropriate response, for God has indeed appointed the
proclamation of the gospel as the pre-eminent means whereby it
pleases Him to save perishing sinners. Therefore, when
considering the awful plight of our fellow-men without Christ, we
should be stirred up with love toward them, using every available
means to communicate the precious gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ to them—the glad tidings that God so loved a sinful and
rebellious humanity, that He gave His beloved Son to be a
sacrifice for sin, so that whoever would believe in Him would not
perish but have eternal life.
And yet, as we seek to be obedient to Christ’s great
commission, we ought to have a goal in mind that transcends the
salvation of the lost. That goal is expressed so pointedly in our
text. It communicates to us that our deepest yearning must be that
the entire earth be filled with His glory; that is, with the glory of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
One could say that our text is the bottom line of Psalm 72. As
we read this Psalm, it becomes evident that David is not merely
speaking of his son Solomon, even though the glory of his
kingdom easily excelled the glory of all the kingdoms of his
world. One cannot help but notice that David’s description of his
son so remarkably dovetails with the witness of Scripture
regarding the greater Solomon, the Lord Jesus Christ. And thus,
moved by the Spirit of prophecy, David unveils for us in this
Psalm the incomparable beauty of the person and work of God’s
beloved and only begotten Son.
Therefore, it is not surprising that David, when he comes to the
end of this inspired psalm, is overwhelmed with the glory and
beauty of Solomon—and especially with the glory and beauty of
the Greater Solomon. When considering this, his heart is filled
with a holy yearning that the entire earth would be filled with
Solomon’s glory. More specifically, his yearning was that the
entire earth would be filled with the glory of his future Son in the
flesh, who would be none other than the eternal, only-begotten,
and beloved Son of God.
How pleasing this yearning is to the eternal Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ! Nothing pleases Him more than when His
well-beloved Son is supremely glorified. The Father who loves
His Son with an eternal and infinite love has as His eternal
objective the glorification of His Son. Jesus Himself was very
conscious of this in His high-priestly prayer when He said, “And
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory
which I had with thee before the world was” (John 17:5). It is for
that reason that the Father not only created the world by His Son,
but also for His Son (Col. 1:16). Therefore, the ultimate goal of

JUNE 2009

redemption is also the glory of God’s Son.
How God’s Son is glorified indeed when sinners who have
been chosen in Him, whom the Father gave to Him, and who have
been redeemed by Him, are also united to Him by the Spirit, and
consequently believe in Him, follow Him, and are conformed to
Him! In this way, the glory of God’s Son becomes visible in a
fallen world. And therefore, the more sinners that are saved, the
more God’s church grows, and the more God’s kingdom comes in
this fallen world, the more the glory of God’s Son begins to fill the
earth—and the more the Father Himself will be supremely
honored.
This then defines the real objective of the church’s calling to
evangelize the world. The goal of proclaiming the gospel to the
ends of the earth is that the earth might be filled with the glory of
the greater Solomon, our blessed Lord Jesus Christ. Since it is
God’s desire and purpose that His people be pre-occupied with
the glory of His Son, this must also be the ultimate aim of all our
evangelistic activity. Therefore, let us be restlessly engaged in the
proclamation of the gospel of God’s Son wherever God leads us to
do so, so that His way may be known upon earth, and His saving
health among all nations (Psa. 67:2).
How we must long and pray for that day—that day when also
these words of Psalm 72 will be fulfilled: “He shall have
dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of
the earth. They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him;
and his enemies shall lick the dust. The kings of Tarshish and of
the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall
offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations
shall serve him” (Psa. 72:8-11)!
May God use us mightily to accomplish that glorious purpose
on this fallen and sin-stained earth. May the fruit upon our labors
be that all men shall be blessed in Christ, and shall call Him
blessed (v. 17). Then, the glory of Christ will be increasingly
displayed upon earth, until that day dawns when there shall be a
new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness will dwell.
Then Christ will truly be all and in all in the full sense of the word.
Then He will be worshiped by a redeemed
humanity that will exclaim in holy adoration,
“Worthy is the Lamb!”
With that blessed prospect in view, let it be
our fervent and daily prayer, “Let the whole
earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and
Amen!”
Rev. Bartel Elshout

EDITORIAL
Glad Tidings
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
We read in Acts 13:49, "And the word of the Lord was published
throughout all the region." The published word today is
generally considered the printed word, and certainly the printing
of many books, tracts, and articles is a mission field in itself,
which reaches thousands of people throughout the world. But in
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the days of Paul, the published word was mainly spread through
oral communication. These early Christians not only saw the
need of bringing others to acquaint themselves with Christ, but
could not refrain from speaking well of Him. It was the
conversation of the day. In a very short time, the word was
published throughout all that area. It was being fulfilled as we
read in Psa. 68:11, "The Lord gave the word: great was the
company of those that published it."
Friends, we too are called to publish the word of the Lord. Are
we speaking to others through the opportunities that God
provides in the pathway of our lives about the need of being
acquainted with God, bringing the Gospel to those around us
who need to hear it, telling others of what there is to be found in
Christ? Have we ever stopped to realize that if we pass by and
neglect these opportunities, that this is sin in God's sight, a sin of
omission? Then we are not publishing but hiding God's word and
not being a light on the hill. Jesus, in the perfect Sermon on the
Mount said, "Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an
hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are
in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in
heaven." Matt. 5:14-16.
God also calls His servants to publish His Name through the
preaching of His word. This also includes missionaries who go
forth to publish peace and salvation. God's word describes them
in Isa. 52:7, "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!" Yes, good, GLAD TIDINGS
are to be brought to all people, kindreds, tongues and nations
under heaven. Let us pray that God would thrust more
publishers into His vineyard. It is an urgent matter as people are
dying every minute throughout this world without ever hearing
of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom they and we must
be saved.
Dear missionaries, may you be encouraged in the Lord. May
we be as Aarons and Hurs, lifting you up unto the Lord in prayer
continually. May God give the fruits upon your labors through
the preached word, the instruction at the seminaries, the many
various ways of instruction given to all ages, and all the various
ways in which the Lord may guide you. To all mission workers
laboring on mission fields, may God give His Spirit to you as well
and may you in simplicity bring the GLAD TIDINGS of great joy
to those around you. May you be as Eldads and Medads in the
camp, of whom Moses said, "Would God that all the Lord's
people were prophets, and that the Lord would put His Spirit
upon them!" Num. 11:29b.
Let us give thanks to the Lord for Dr. Miskin's recovery from
his recent illness. The Lord has spared him and given him the
strength needed to perform his full workload once again. How
we need to pray daily for our safekeeping, also from diseases.
Let's remember our friends on the mission fields in prayer
concerning the many diseases and illnesses that they are so
susceptible to, asking God to keep them all in good health.
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We want to bring to your attention two mission projects that
you will be reading about in our Glad Tidings, asking for your
prayers in these worthwhile endeavors. One is the Sumba Mission
on the island of Sumba in which Mr. Bill Sommers from the
Burgessville congregation has for many years and is currently
called to, and the other is the calling of Jason Krul in flying for the
Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) in Haiti which has begun
more recently. May God bless and uphold both these endeavors.
Dear friends, wherever God has stationed us here in this world,
let us go forward in His strength publishing far and near the word
of the Lord. The harvest is white and ready. May
God's word soon reach all the regions of the
world so that the Great Harvest, the harvesting
of the Lord, may come in which He will thrust
His sickle into the earth and gather His Church
from all nations and peoples of this earth.
John Beeke

MISSIONARY UPDATE – South Africa
Theological &Teachers’ Education
Dr. Brian DeVries

Greetings from Mukhanyo Theological College in southern Africa!

Mukhanyo Graduates of 2009

Some of Mukhanyo's Staff and Students

Past articles have looked at various events, ministry activities, and
perspectives of mission in South Africa with which I am busy each
day: teaching, administration, church planning, various
conferences, frequent meetings, etc. In this issue, however, I want
to take a wide-angle look at the ministry work here.
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So let me share two visions with you – one that has been a vision
for many years and one that is presently developing into a new
area of ministry.

Theological Education
The first vision is of the mission and ministry of Mukhanyo
Theological College. As many of you know, Mukhanyo is a
seminary in KwaMhlanga, South Africa (near Pretoria) that offers
instruction to church leaders on a variety of academic levels. Our
vision is to continually improve as a Reformed academic ministry
that strives to glorify Christ in Africa.
Mukhanyo is a ministry that provides wholistic theological
education. This means we offer various levels of academic
education to students from a variety of backgrounds. Our
lecturers work hard so that Mukhanyo students will receive a high
level of quality instruction. But we desire to provide more than the
necessary academic instruction. We also work hard to provide
spiritual mentoring and experience-developing opportunities. We
believe that theological education must be wholistic and motivate
consistent intellectual, spiritual, and practical growth.
Mukhanyo is a Reformed ministry that promotes evangelism. We
believe the Bible is the foundation for all of faith and life. We
confess our faith in Christ alone for salvation. We passionately
desire that many other people will also come to experience the joy
of actively living out this confession. So we daily confess our
dependence on God even as we motivate our students to gain a
comprehensive knowledge of God’s Word and to consistently
apply this knowledge in practical ministry.
Mukhanyo exists to serve African churches. This means we
continually try to understand better the needs of the communities
in which our students minister. It also means we equip our
students to address these needs in a way that brings honor to
Christ. So we offer specialized courses, like African Spirituality
and African Church History. We also integrate contemporary
issues into basic theological instruction, like classroom
discussions on local errors about the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Mukhanyo seeks to promote the glory of Christ in Africa. Our
unashamed goal is to seek the coming of Christ’s kingdom by
equipping church leaders. We desire to see our Savior glorified
among African Christians as they are shepherded by experienced
spiritually mature pastor-theologians.
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Most Mukhanyo students are from
around KwaMhlanga in Mpumalanga,
South Africa, but several students
come from other African countries:
Derek Olebogile from Botswana (4th
year BTh), Benjamin Zulu from
Zambia (3rd year BTh), Godwin Ale
from Sudan (2nd year BTh), Jeremie
Havugimana from Rwanda (2nd year
BTh), and Sameul Lusambya from the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (1st
year BTh).

In short, our vision for theological education is to see local
African churches become better witnesses of Christ and thus be
used to extend His kingdom and glorify His name.
Teachers’ Education
The second vision is a new opportunity to extend the mission
and ministry of Mukhanyo Theological College. We now have an
additional vision to begin training Christian schoolteachers next
year. Let me share with you a few details of this developing
vision.
First, there is a growing need for qualified schoolteachers in
southern Africa. Government schools are terribly understaffed:
most primary and secondary schools do not have enough
academically qualified teachers, so good teachers are in great
demand. Additionally, due to a diversity of factors, there are
growing initiatives for many new Christian schools all across
southern Africa. Who will supply this great need for qualified
Christian teachers?
Second, teachers education has often been an important
secondary strategy of Bible schools in developing countries.
Especially in the last two hundred years, Christian missionaries
have often begun training godly Christian teachers along with or
shortly after training pastors and church leaders. This vision and
strategy has often been greatly blessed by the Lord.
Third, it seems that the Lord is bringing together a diverse
team of highly qualified people who can assist in developing and
implementing this vision. We are thankful and humbled by the
Lord’s provision in this regard. But many experienced people are
still needed; so please pray with us that God will lead the right
people to join the team in His time.
Fourth, consider how the Lord might use this vision to make a
difference in southern Africa. What if we are able to train two
hundred godly schoolteachers in the next ten years? Think of the
impact this might have on primary and secondary education in
southern Africa. The importance for a child of high-quality
loving instruction by godly role models and mentors is of
immeasurable worth!
So in short, our vision for teachers’ education is to bless local
communities and children by equipping godly teachers for work
in any local school, and thus be used to extend Christ’s kingdom
in Africa and glorify His name

Pinki Mpeke hopes to enter the teachers’
training program next year: “I am studying
this certificate course now as a stepping stone
to become a good Christian teacher. I don’t
want to just have a job and money. I want to
teach children all about God… I want to teach
them about the love of God and that He cares
about each one of us… Children are my
passion and I want to work with them for the
rest of my life.”

Sharing the Vision
Do you want to see Christ glorified in South Africa? How do
you think His kingdom can best be extended in southern Africa?
What is the most effective strategy for faithfully using the means
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God has provided? How should African churches and individual
Christians become better witnesses of Christ in their local
communities?
Both of these visions seek to use the means–presently available
means and prayerfully anticipated means–to extend Christ’s
kingdom in the most effective way we know at this time. And
both of these visions are the collective ambition of many leaders
in South Africa. God has brought together a whole team of
Christian leaders from various backgrounds who are working
together for these collective visions. It is such a privilege to
cooperate with other Christians in this work!
Perhaps God is also calling you to come and make a difference,
by His grace? Southern Africa is not the only place that
desperately needs godly teacher-training
teachers. Perhaps God is also inviting you to
become part of His vision for the African
church, and a part of the greater vision for His
global glory (Num.14:21)? How can the gifts
and blessings God has graciously given to you
be used to extend His kingdom in Africa and
thus be given back to Him?
Dr. Brian DeVries

MISSIONARY UPDATE – South Africa
A Vast Harvest
Dr. Sonja Miskin

Summer has been a grueling one at Nakekela since the beginning
of 2009. We have been inundated with problems large and small.
There have been so many issues in so short an amount of time.
One has to be either very young and enthusiastic or older and
very adaptable to continue with all the various challenges. Above
all other graces, one has to be a person of great faith in a great
Lord to be able to “carry on carrying on” with this calling to
service. One has to be utterly persuaded that this work is a
calling from and unto the Lord to persevere. In this article, I will
mention some of our recent struggles.
The medical services in the rural areas are very overloaded
with sick people and understaffed and this year is worse for our
community than before. This is a problem for us at Nakekela as
we depend on the local government hospital for cases we can’t
manage and for the issuing of tablets for our patients for e.g.
tuberculosis, HIV, meningitis. More than once our patients have
been sent away from the hospital unseen by a nurse or doctor and
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untreated with life-saving medicine. We at Nakekela are not in a
position to remedy this situation due to financial constraints and
lack of resources.
In the waiting room

The economic problems due to high food prices and
unemployment have resulted in many families simply not being
able to feed and care for sick family members. We find
an increasing number of patients in terrible stages of neglect and
starvation, as the stress of care is too much for burdened
households. The number of abandoned people we find is
alarming. Often they are alone because all the other family
members have died and they are literally the last ones left. At the
moment we have three young girls in their early 20’s with us in
this position.
We have had an increase in the number of people who appeal to
us for help who have developed serious, and in two cases lifethreatening, side effects from HIV medication. They should be the
responsibility of the government hospital and staff, as that is
where the medication is dispensed. However, there is a serious
lack of skill, expertise and even willingness at the hospital, which
amounts to no action being taken to help these patients. In the
developed world these cases would require ICU (intensive care)
but our small facility is far from being that. Yet as we are the only
alternative, we
try our best.
Our
staff
works hard and
is very dedicated,
but we have
noticed that they
are
suffering
emotionally from
the hardship of
working with
death everyday. One must remember that they all live in the
community and are called on for help any time of day or night.
Many of them have taken small children into their homes for
indefinite periods, as the parents/mothers are ill. Many of them
have provided shelter for former patients who have been rejected
by their own families. Out of their gracious hearts they provide
meals for the poor. This is all over and above what they do at
Nakekela. They do have time off during vacation, but they never
have opportunity to go away to relax and recharge. They don’t
have many avenues for debriefing and stress relief.
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The community we serve is steeped in tradition and spiritual
darkness. This results in patients giving us very strange
explanations as to the cause of their illness. A common story we
hear is that all the trouble was caused after poisoned food or
drink was given by a jealous neighbour, sibling, acquaintance,
work associate, or family member. This is called “isigliso” and can
only be counteracted by the patient going to a witchdoctor, also
called a sangoma, to receive stronger poison with which to afflict
the person behind this jealous attack. This worldview has
resulted in an explosion of witchcraft consultations in the
community. This is a lucrative business and the availability of
sangoma training schools is mushrooming.
We also face severe criticism from many churches for the work
we do. A legalistic and pharisaic mindset prevails in many which
makes it easy for them to ignore these sick people by passing
them all off as sinners, saying that have gotten what they deserve.
Oh, the truth of the matter is so much more complicated. The root
cause is always sin, but often it is the sin of others. The patient is
someone who has
been
sinned
against in many
cases, a victim and
not a perpetrator.
Those who easily
dismiss our work
have very little, if
any understanding
of the enormous
grace of God in
forgiveness
through our Lord
Jesus.
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From a purely medical perspective, HIV/AIDS is a
developing/third world sickness that is so complicated that it
requires developed/first world technology, knowledge and
infrastructure for proper management. We will not have that
technology in our area in my lifetime. I have to make a diagnosis
without lab tests, without X-rays, without CT scans. I have to
monitor treatment effectiveness based on what my eyes tell me. I
often feel totally inadequate and overwhelmed with this task.
Most of the fatalities we have can be directly attributed to
tuberculosis, which is a treatable disease. But due to logistics in
correct diagnosis, expense and time taken by lab tests, and trying
to get hold of the right medication from the local clinics, we lose
people that potentially could have been treated.
I have painted a somewhat bleak picture for you. This has been
small description of a huge problem. We are a handful of workers
in this vast harvest. At the end of the week we are tired. We often
cry together over lost patients. We get angry at those that don’t
take our advice. We agonize over whether all the effort,
manpower, and dollars being spent is not maybe in vain. We find
ourselves having to make difficult moral choices. We have many
more questions than answers.
However, we are convinced that our Lord has called into this
particular vineyard those of us working together at Nakekela.
Our work is done by faith graciously given by our Saviour, our
love is prompted by love for God shed abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Spirit, and our endurance is inspired by hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is not of ourselves, dear readers, or we would have
given up long ago. It is all unto the praise of His glorious grace.
So in our next issue I want to continue with what the Lord has
done and is doing in our corner of the world.
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MISSIONARY UPDATE – Zambia
Women’s Ministry
Mirjam Molenaar

Three times a year we organize a women’s conference at
Covenant College. In April we held the first one for 2009. The
Lord has truly blessed this one again. We invited all the wives of
our students, also the wives of our graduate students and some
special guests like the wife of the mayor, the wives of our local
workers, etc. Let me just report on the conference and give you an
idea what it is like.

April 1: Wednesday afternoon women from far away travel to the
College. Students cook dinner and eat with the ladies. In the
evening a student leads the devotions and worship.

April 2: Thursday morning, after the student devotions, Phil and
Cees drive to town and pick up most of the women. Each returns
with a car full of singing and swinging ladies. Some ladies from
nearby villages come by foot (1.5 hours). We offer the women a
cup of sweet tea and bread rolls. About 10 women are carrying a
baby on their backs; the babies depend on their mothers and will
join the conference as well. After the tea, we gather in the old
lecture hall as the students meet in the new classroom. I see seven
new faces, the wives of our new students, and 25 familiar ones. I
welcome everyone and we open the meeting with prayer. After
introductions we stand up and sing a couple of songs. I have
made a new song in the Nyanja language, from Psalm 32, and
teach it to them.

When we all sit down we open the Bible and read from Acts 9.
I teach about Dorcas. In the past years we have been studying
women of the Bible. The study applies to all of us in many ways.
Dorcas was caring for needy widows. Since all of these women
deal with death in their villages, the small group discussion
brings out a lot of things related to this. Funerals are big events
with lots of unbiblical, demanding traditions and customs. The
big question is: How do we as Christians, especially as pastors
and wives, go about those things?
After lunch, Jacomien teaches a general lesson about the Bible.
This information is very useful to get a better grasp of what the
Bible is about; how it came to us, and what are the main themes
of it. After singing some more songs and psalms one of the
student wives teaches a health lesson. She is a nurse and addresses some very important issues about breast and ovarian
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cancer. Most women have never heard about it even though many
women suffer from those diseases. When someone gets sick and
goes to the doctor, he will not tell what the problem is but just
prescribe the medicines needed. Since this is a non-questioning
culture, patients will never ask for it either.
At every conference we also spend some time with handcrafts.
This time Marjanne has prepared a crochet lesson. Every one
receives yarn and a crochet hook. Some already know how to do it
and help the ones that have never done it before. Baby socks, baby
hats, decoration for clothes, tablecloths…you name it and these
things are now being made.
After closing the official program of this day, Heinrich and Cees
load up their vehicles with graduates’ wives and guests, and bring
them back to town from where they will go home. Students’ wives
will stay overnight for another day.
Dinner is cooked by students and wives. After the meal, one of
the students leads the evening devotions and worship. They all
sleep in the dormitory, men in the rooms on one side and women
on the other side.
April 3: For this day we invited one of our graduates to be the
guest speaker. After breakfast and devotions he introduces his
topic “How a pastor and his wife deal with traditions”. This topic
ties in with the Bible study from yesterday. Since he is a local
speaker he knows all the ins and outs of the matter. Students and
wives are very much involved in the whole lecture and discussion.
These people struggle a lot to purify their churches from the
traditions that have reigned so long. For the last hour of the
conference, Cees preaches from Phil.4:1-3, how Paul encourages
his fellow worker to reconcile the two women who also worked in
the church but were not of one mind. The Bible really puts us in
front of the mirror but also encourages us all with the comfort of
our names being in the Book of Life. African pastors also have the
inclination to grow in reputation and have the desire to be
established and well known. Yet most of our students, and
certainly their wives, serve while remaining unknown and
struggle daily to make ends meet. It is a comfort to pass on that
God knows their names, and He has only one book – for both
famous preachers and anonymous servants.

At noon we close this conference with a lunch that Nelson the
cook has prepared. We wave both students and wives goodbye as
they leave to travel back home to be united with their families and
churches.
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We try to run this ministry financially independently from the
College. For this year, we aim to raise $2,000 to cover the
expenses for this year and to recover part of last year’s costs.

and teaches those to us. Often we sing the songs in our villages
and our mothers also learn the songs. After the opening and
puppet show the group splits into ‘kids’ and ‘teens’. I am a lucky
boy because I am 11 years old so I can go to the ‘teens’.

Let me introduce you to a few of the children who come every
Saturday afternoon to our children’s program. It might help you
to pray more concretely for the needs of these kids. I also want to
share our concerns in that regard.

Aliford reading from the Bible for
the first time

Pray for Zambian Children
Mirjam Molenaar

Tiloleko reading the
Bible

“My
name
is
Tiloleko and I am 11
years old. I live in the
village
called
Chintimbe, very near
to the Covenant
College mission post. From my village, we can see the zinc roofs
of the missionary houses, about 1.5 miles from us. Every day I
walk with my peers over a narrow dirt path, crossing 3 small
streams, passing the mission post, and going another 2.5 miles to
the public school. Often we sing songs on the way and when we
pass the missionary house we always wave good morning.
I try to go to school as much as possible because I really want
to learn how to read! I am in grade 4 but cannot read well yet.
Sometimes I need to stay home to help my mother with house
chores like: drawing water from the well, getting food from the
field, watching my little brother or washing clothes in the stream.
I have 8 siblings. You can recognize me in the pictures as the one
with the red shirt on. Every Saturday I walk with my friends to
the mission post for the children’s program. I love the whole
program very much. The songs we learn, memorizing Bible
verses, the beautiful stories from the Bible, the puppet show, the
coloring picture and at the end a fresh bun…!
Sometimes ‘Madam Mirjam’ visits us at home and chats with
my mother and us. We share our blessings but also the needs we
have. Next time she will come along to our groundnut field and
I will dig her some fresh groundnuts…we all know how much
‘Rev. Cees’ loves those!”
A home vist with
Tiloleko
“My name is
Aliford. I am
from a village
about 2 miles
from the mission
post. I love going
to the children’s
program every
Saturday afternoon! The program starts with singing. ‘Madam
Mirjam’ makes Bible verses from our own language into songs
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The best part of the program
is the Bible-reading. I am in school
and know the alphabet, but my
greatest wish is to be able to read!
Last Saturday madam gave me a
turn and with her help I read a real
Bible verse! I also like to see the felt
pictures when the story is being
told. Sometimes I may take off the
figures and put new ones back on.
That way the pictures seem to be
alive.
In the village I often play soccer with my friends. Sometimes
Joas, the missionary boy, comes through our village with his
friends. They go fishing in the stream near our village. When I
have to watch my uncle’s cows, I go to that stream and play in
the water while the cows drink and eat from the green grasses on
the riverside.
Last year the little thatched church building in our village
collapsed because of age and lots of rain. Now we don’t have a
church in our village and it seems the big people don’t really
care. I wish I was big enough to build a new church with my
friends! Just pray that our headman feels the need for a church in
our village and will order our fathers to build one.”

Aliford’s church before the rainy season

These are only two of the hundreds of children we have
reached with our program. When I compare the responses and
involvement of the kids to three years ago I see real growth. The
culture here is a non-questioning culture; to answer questions is
a scary thing. Since we do ask questions about last week’s story
and encourage and praise the kids who take the courage to
answer (and discourage the kids who laugh at them) we notice
progression. Especially the teens that have come for years are
now really getting some Bible-knowledge and discovering
Biblical values for their lives. I just want to ask you to pray for
our program and the kids. In the past month we experienced a
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sad occasion as some big boys, hiding in the bushes, seriously
bothered a girl who was on her way to the College. This is
causing so much fear that our number of attendees has dropped
from 150 to 60. It will hopefully get better when the bushes are
burned (every year in the dry season) since nobody can hide anymore. We encourage the kids to walk in big groups and stay
together all the time. I also want to ask you to pray for the schools
in Zambia. We have many kids in our program who go to school
every day, in grade 4, 5 or 6, without being able to read. This is a
real concern. Pray that teachers would see where their priorities
are and be serious about their important influence in the lives of
so many children. Thank you very much for your prayers.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Chilliwack, British Columbia
Welcome to Haiti
Jason & Will Krul

Jason & Wilhelmina Krul and their son Jayden from Chilliwack
HRC are currently in Haiti where Jason is flying with MAF as a
support to Missionaries

Below are a few clips from their blog, which you can view at this
link: http://mafkrul.blogspot.com
As you read the stories you will see that Will is also involved in
some pretty special and significant mission work with the women
and children of Haiti.
Following months of preparation for their departure to Haiti to
begin working with MAF there, the Kruls finally arrived in Haiti
early November 2008. For the first few months in Haiti they went
to Pignon to learn the language. After that they returned to their
home in Port Au Prince.

Wednesday, November 5, 2008
Rain is pouring down in buckets, lightning is flashing and the
thunder is so loud it sounds like bombs are exploding all around
us! We thought we had escaped the rain when leaving Chilliwack
but apparently not! Wow, what weather! It was a warm day again
today but right after dinner the clouds gathered, and now we are
finding out what rain is really all about. As soon as I heard the
first drop, I ran to the door and raced onto the patio. The rain is
really a blessing here today! I actually wanted to stay standing
under it for a while. With the amount coming down I figured I
would have a better shower this way than inside. The water here
just trickles a little, so the pressure of the rainstorm was quite a
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big deal! I didn’t stand there too long though, because I didn’t
want my clothes to get too wet. Doing laundry here is a real
specialty too right now so you have to wear your clothes as long
as possible. My whole idea of clean has gone right out the window
too! I’m not sure how long I’ve been wearing the clothes I’m
wearing now and I have no idea when the sheets on our bed that
we are sleeping in were last washed. Everything gets dusty and
dirty here pretty quick, but for some reason it doesn’t really
bother me. I’m not sure if it’s just because my survival instincts
have kicked in, and I realize that none of that stuff really matters
in the big picture or if I’m still not functioning quite right because
of the long time I’ve gone without sleep! Since our house doesn’t
have power yet, we are currently living in another home. This
morning we walked to our house (takes about 5 minutes from
where we are staying), and as we began to unpack I really did look
forward to actually cleaning everything, so I guess I haven’t lost
that Dutch blood in me just yet.
So what else can I tell you about Haiti? The Haitian people have
been very friendly. I don’t feel scared or worried at all, like I
thought I might. The MAF staff here has been great! Every night
this week we are invited to eat dinner at one of their homes, and
they have all been very welcoming and friendly. One more thing:
Julie White, one of the MAF staff, took us to the two nearest
grocery stores. Stepping into them was like stepping into the U.S.
They both had air-conditioning and had almost everything you
could buy back home. Even toys and gifts! They also were set up
in much the same way as grocery stores back home. However the
cost was a different story. We bought enough stuff to make three
basic, easy meals and it cost us $80! I guess we have to rethink our
ideas about what meals are all about. We bought things for pizza,
spaghetti and tacos, but from now on we go back to the oldfashioned Dutch way of cooking. Sorry Jason, but vegetables and
potatoes from now on! And occasionally some rice and beans
thrown in!
Mona - Wednesday, January 7, 2009
Strong little legs pound the dirt road as fast as they can go, the
bare little feet so tough they hardly feel the rocks imbedded in the
dusty ground. Mona can run like the wind and she knows it.
Although she’s only six years old she is one fast, tough little girl.
If any boy teases her they better watch out! Her dark eyes dance
with mischief and you often hear her low laugh. She normally
wears some scraggly clothes but today she’s only in her
underwear. As I watch her play and run, I remember the words in
Matt. 25:35&36, “I was hungry and you gave me meat…. naked
and you clothed me.” When the children complain they are
hungry we give them bread with butter and sugar but we only
have our own clothes with us, and they’re just not the right size.
I watch her for a few more minutes and then call her, “Mona, eske
ou kapab vini isit?” (Can you come here?) She dances over and
plops down beside me. Previously I had given beads and other
little hair clips to the girls but I hadn’t given her any yet so I ask if
she would like some. “Wi,” (yes) she says her eyes sparkling with
excitement. “Do you want me to put them in your hair?” I motion
and speak in broken Kreyol. “Wi,” she says again. I lean forward
and touch her hair. It’s a mess. Her dark frizzy locks are full of
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sand, sawdust and stiff with mud and dirt. There is no way I can
do anything with it. “Do you want me to wash your hair??” I ask
her. “Wi,” she says again so I go inside to grab a bucket of water
and my shampoo and get to work. A little later her hair looks
much better and I make a cute little bun. What can I give her to
wear? I think to myself. I suddenly remember that I have a high
necked, long stretchy T-Shirt that might fit her as a dress. When I
put the dress on her, Mona just glows. It fits really well and comes
right down to her knees. I tie a ribbon around her waist to
complete the outfit. I then wash her arms and legs with the
leftover water and notice a festering wound on her left knee cap.
I clean her wound and then lather on the antibacterial cream. Then
I put one of Jayden’s brightly coloured band-aids on it. She smiles
gratefully and then says the one English word she knows, “Thank
you”. Soon after that she leaves for home dancing all the way. You
can tell how happy and excited she is.
Hours later she comes back, minus the dress, the hair clips and
beads. Someone else has neatly done her hair in little braids and
she is wearing a threadbare Dora explorer nightgown that is about
3 sizes too small. I ask what happened to her dress and she
explains it to me over and over but I just don’t know enough of
the language to understand it.
Now weeks later she is once again sitting beside me while I
study my Kreyol lesson book. “Ou gen bel rad yo,” she says, (you
have pretty clothes). Now that I have a better grip of the language,
I can communicate much better.” “Ki kote rob la m-te ba ou?”
(Where is the dress I gave you?) I ask. “Mama mwen te pote le
mache a pou vann li,” she says. (My mother took it to the market
and sold it). “Mwen te kriye anpil” (I cried a lot). She looks at me
with her large dark eyes and moves a little closer to me. I squeeze
her hand and my heart breaks for her.
Later I tell Jason and since he knows more Kreyol than I do, he
goes outside to talk to her. She tells him that her mother sold her
dress for 5 gouds. “Pouki?” (Why?) He asks. “Mama mwen te di
m-pa bezwen bel rad paske m-toujou fe yo sal kanmenm.” (My
mother said I don’t need pretty clothes because I always get them
dirty anyhow.)
How are you supposed to react to something like this? It’s painful
knowing that something you gave someone ended up causing her
more pain because it was taken away. Did her mother need it for
food? Possibly; who knows? At least if she used it to buy food that
would be a little consolation.
Now when Mona comes I just give her things that no one can
take away from her: hugs, friendship and kindness. Jayden also
likes sharing his snacks with her,
although he does insist on
“feeding her”. She doesn’t mind
though and plays along with it.
One thing I continue to learn is
how important speaking and
understanding the language is. If
you can’t communicate there’s just
so much you miss.
Mona and Jayden “helping” Will
with her language studies
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Mona Part 2… – Tuesday, January 13, 2009
“Mina!” a voice calls. (That’s my Haitian name apparently). I
peek past the sheet hanging in our doorway and see the small
figure of Mona standing under a tree. She smiles shyly at me. I
walk towards her and notice she’s wearing a “new” pink little
dress. “My mother bought it for me!” I walk a little closer and
notice that although her dress is slightly faded it’s still in pretty
good shape. It’s not until she turns around that I notice the
gaping hole in the back. “Do you want me to sew your clothes?”
I ask. She nods and I go inside to get my travel sewing kit. Before
long the hole is stitched up and Mona is thrilled. “Mesi anpil,”
she says (Thank you very much!). She smiles at me and grabs my
hand. I smile back and my heart is filled with gratitude, glad I
know how to mend things and that I brought my mini sewing kit.
Before long other children start coming, asking me to fix the holes
in their clothes, and I’m happy to help them in anyway that I can.
How precious these children are.
Here Will mends
Mona’s dress

They may not have board games, but they do have
imagination! Here Mona and Jayden are seeing
how many rocks fit in a bottle.
They may not have a
bicycle or scooter,
but have you ever
ridden a donkey?
In the Air Again – Monday, March 9, 2009
Excitement courses through my veins as I step into the Cessna
207. MAF Pilot Will White is already seated in the co-pilot seat.
After all the years of training, preparation, and language school I
am finally in the cockpit of an MAF airplane, doing what God has
called me to do! After our passengers are loaded, we go through
the checklists, start up the engine, and take off toward the Island
of La Gonave. The purpose of today’s flight is to transport some
local missionaries to the village of Anse-a-Galets. As we level off
over the open ocean, I gaze below at the beautiful blue water
with its exotic coral reefs hugging the coastline. Suddenly, I spot
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a small rowboat below slowly making its way across the vast bay
toward Port au Prince. I can’t help but wonder how many hours
of rowing across the open ocean it must take to make the 60 km
trip to the mainland! As I cruise over it at 4500 ft and 250 km/hr,
I know I will be landing in less than 15 minutes! As I fly, I chat
with the missionaries seated in the back, and quickly learn how
important MAF is to them. “Without you, we’d be taking that boat
down there,” one of the missionaries says! This is true with much
of the missions in Haiti. Since the roads are in such poor condition
even in the dry season, a simple 25 minute flight can often cover
more distance than 8 hours of driving! When the heavy rains
come, they wash out many sections of roads, making it nearly
impossible to travel around the country. It is amazing to see first
hand the impact that MAF is having on the ministry and missions
in Haiti. From transporting missionaries to La Go-nave, work
teams to Hinche, and medical flights from Jacmel, I am not only
thrilled by the awesome feeling of flying again, but also
encouraged by the effectiveness and importance of MAF's
work here in Haiti. We
continually praise the Lord for
supporters like you who make
it possible for us to serve Him
in flying for MAF.
Jay Krul posing with the
plane he flies for MAF

Boxes for the Molenaars
Henrietta VanWoerden

In January 2007, the Chilliwack Heritage Reformed Congregation
put together some humanitarian aid boxes for the Molenaar
family in Zambia. These boxes, which contained items for them to
use for the people in Zambia as well as a personal care package for
each of them, were shipped via container through a Christian
organization. The boxes have finally arrived at the doorstep of the
Molenaar family two years later! We thought that they never
would reach their destination. Praise God for doing all things in
His time as the boxes arrived right around Joas and Rhode’s
birthdays and the clothes we included for Joas and Rhode fit them
now!

Mirjam, Joas &
Rhode pose with
their personal care
packages

Baby Obed enjoying
the duplo blocks

Joas with all the items that
were just for him
Rhode with her package…
someone even coloured her a picture
South Africa Sponsorship Program
Henrietta VanWoerden
The Chilliwack Heritage Reformed Congregation has been
involved in the family sponsorship program with sponsor
coordinators Randy and Rose Finkbeiner. Randy and Rose work
for MCDC and work together with Dr. Sonja Miskin in the
KwaMhlanga region of South Africa. Our church family has
sponsored two families who were able to build new homes. We are
at present sponsoring the Maputa Family, a mother and two
children who live in a one-room shack. Through the family
sponsorship we will have helped three families build new homes,
on completion of the Maputa family home. We thank God for
giving us the opportunity to help those in need and for the willing
hearts to support these needy people.

Gift Blankets
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Pastor Cees Molenaar
opening his package
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YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
By the time you are reading this, school will almost be out and
summer holidays will begin. Do you plan to do some travelling
or camping with your family? Summer is a great time to enjoy
God’s beautiful creation and to spend time with our families.
After a busy school year, we need to rest. In the Bible, Jesus tells
us a parable about a Jewish man who was travelling near Jericho.
He was beaten and robbed by thieves. What Jesus tells us next is
very sad. Two men, who were also Jews, and leaders of the
church, walked right past him and didn’t even stop to help. Then
a Samaritan, an enemy of the Jews, found this man, cleaned his
wounds, put him on a donkey and paid for his care. What a
lesson we can learn from this story Jesus told so many years ago.
We are called to show kindness to everyone we meet, whether
they are our friends, or not. This summer, on your travels, or
around your neighbourhood, keep your eyes open and see where
you can show a little kindness to others. We wish you a safe and
blessed summer holiday.
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke

The Blessing of Short-term Missions – Jody Terpstra
Each year since 1993, I have travelled to Mexico with a group of
young people to work with Agua Viva Ministries. This year, as we
bumped along over the primitive roads, I was struck by how
little had changed since my first trip: the overwhelming poverty,
mass idleness, government ineffectiveness, lack of effective
education, broken families, and spiritual ignorance. What had
our presence really done to change anything?
A few days later, at the wedding of Martin and Carmen, I saw
how God had used our team to impact forever the life of one man.
Following the wedding ceremony, John Verwys addressed the
couple. He reminded Martin of a different time in his life, when
God so miraculously spared him. About ten years ago during
Christmas vacation, a group of teenagers and chaperones from
Chilliwack loaded two trucks with huge barrels and buckets of
water and headed south to put a cement floor in the home of a
destitute family. Just after we arrived, John saw flames shooting
up the wall of a home across the way. “Fire, grab the buckets!” We
grabbed buckets of water while John backed up the truck with the
barrels to the house. In a few minutes the fire was out. As we
stood there with dripping buckets looking at the charred wall of
the house, John went inside and found a man lying on the bed,
passed out. We were overwhelmed when we realized that God in
his providence had used us not only to save this family’s home
but quite possibly this man’s life. That man was Martin. Now, ten
years later, a new group of teenagers from Chilliwack were
privileged to attend the wedding of a much different Martin.
The humanitarian aid that short term mission teams provide
may do little to solve the problems in third world countries, but
it can have a dramatic effect on the lives of individual people.
Suddenly, a family has a new home, food for the day, an
opportunity for education, or emergency medical care. But most
of all, through this work, individuals are brought into contact
with God’s word; then the result can be life-changing. God
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promises in Isa. 55:11 “So shall my word be that goeth forth out
of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
Group picture at the
wedding of Martin
and Carmen

Josh VanOort takes some time to
make a little boy’s day!

Transporting
supplies

Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Boxes – Sandra Stam
As part of Chilliwack HRC’s Youth program, the youth are
involved in a large number of community service and outreach
activities. The outreach activity in November was to prepare
shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse’s “Operation Christmas Child”
program. They did the shopping one week and packaged the
shoeboxes the following week. The entire church family was
involved in different ways to help support the project. Some
donated items to include in the shoeboxes, others donated
money to help purchase items for the boxes or to cover the
shipping cost. All in all, it was a great time for everyone and we
hope and pray that the children who received them were blessed
with the items as well as with the gospel message that
Samaritan’s
Purse
included in each box.
Leaders, youth and Pastor
prepare the shoe boxes by
lining each one with
colourful wrapping paper.
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Josh VanOort and Jake Koster
busy wrapping the boxes. The
reason we used plastic boxes
for the items is so that the
children who receive them
will have a storage container
for the items or a container
they can use to carry water
from the river back to their
villages.
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Alexis Westeringh
trying to figure out
how she will fit all
the items she
bought into just
two shoe boxes.

BIBLE QUIZ

MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Friends,
Please find below the financial report for the months of January
through March 2009. Our financial situation is very healthy in this fiscal
period as noted below. We humbly thank the Lord, in the first place, and
you who have generously contributed. Please continue to remember the
mission needs in prayer and with financial assistance. There are a few
large outstanding financial obligations to deal with, namely income tax
payments and vehicle assistance for Rev. and Mrs. Molenaar as
previously mentioned. Our prayer is that we will be enabled to support
our current missionaries’ and ministers’ ongoing and special needs.
Please remember our missionaries, ministers, and families in the many
labours that they are involved in. Pray for God’s blessing to be upon
them daily and also those that hear and receive His Word. Thanks again
for your participation and assistance in our mission efforts.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – January - March 2009 (US$)
Balance January 1, 2009
$ 41,566.15

Fund Raising Volunteer Required
Chris Carbone
The Heritage Reformed Congregations of North America "Mission
Committee" is seeking a volunteer who is experienced in fund raising.
The Heritage Reformed Congregations, in obedience to Christ’s Great
Commission to His church, are actively engaged in the propagation of
the gospel both at home and abroad. To carry out this sacred obligation,
the Mission Committee’s formal statement of purpose is as follows: The
purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program is to
glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone in
Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
To follow through with this purpose the Mission Committee is in need
of an individual(s) who can solicit funds from various organizations to
further God’s Kingdom. If you think you may be this person or know of
someone who might be of assistance please contact Bill Klyn, Mission
Finance Committee Chairman at bill@bklcarpentry.ca
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Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Tent Making Ministry Transfers In
Word and Deed Transfers In
Total Income

$ 74,399.53
28,500.00
4,685.16
4,242.75
$ 111,827.44

Balance March 31, 2009

$ 75,757.15

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Mission Related Support
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
Other Mission Related Travel
Covenant College - Zambia
Mukhanyo Theological College
Nakekela Clinic
South Africa Orphanages
Tent Making Ministry Transfer Out
South Africa Mercy Funds
Total Expenses
HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance January 1, 2009

$

255.27
3,446.50
10,784.14
27,916.26
10,345.50
1,830.87
631.00
3,000.00
5,000.00
3,000.00
3,000.00
4,660.50
3,766.40
$ 77,636.44
$ 67,048.71

Income:
HRC Congregations

$

Closing Balance March 31, 2009

$ 51,649.45

Expenses:
Bank Service Charges
Transfer Out
Tent Ministry Support

Glad Tidings

$

2,559.00

3.10
4,685.16
13,270.00
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
Jayden Krul Birthday - June 6
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday - July 24
Obed Molenaar Birthday - August 12
Pray for the college as it continues to work with MCDC to provide biblical instruction in the community at all levels.
Pray that all students will grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Pray for God’s Spirit of grace and wisdom to empower Mukhanyo’s teaching staff to become better mentors.
Give thanks for the many Mukhanyo students who graduated on Feb. 28 and March 4.
Give thanks for our supporting churches and pray they will be strengthened in the faith.
Give thanks for financial contributions recently received to cover March and April expenses.
Pray that the financial requirements of the college will continue to be supplied each month on time as needed.
Pray for visiting lecturer Dr. David Galletta of the ARP churches who will be teaching in April/May.
Pray for the Lord’s wisdom and guidance on several new ministry programs we are considering.
Pray that our application for necessary governmental accreditation is approved soon.
Pray for the Lord to bring the right staff to the college, especially for someone to assist with the accreditation process.
Give thanks that all students have returned safely from the Easter break and for their various Easter ministries.
Pray that lecturers and students will graciously be given endurance as they finish the classes for the first semester.
Pray that the students will be kept from temptation and grow in their holistic witness of Christ in words and actions.
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, P.O. Box 11168, Hatfield, Pretoria, 00028, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net
Mobile: +27 79 933 9884, Fax: +27 86 696 0709, MTC: +27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 2783 657 4980,
Home: (012) 333-6527, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR FOR HAITI

r FOR INDONESIA

r FOR OTHER_______________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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The Spacious Firmament

The spacious firmament on high,
With all the blue ethereal sky,
And spangled heavens, a shining frame
Their great Original proclaim.
Th’unwearied sun, from day to day,
Does his Creator’s powers display,
And publishes to every land
The work of an Almighty Hand.
Soon as the evening shades prevail
The moon takes up the wondrous tale,
And nightly to the listening earth
Repeats the story of her birth;
While all the stars that round her burn
And all the planets in their turn,
Confirm the tidings as they roll,
And spread the truth from pole to pole.
What though in solemn silence all
Move round the dark terrestrial ball?
What though no real voice nor sound
Amid the radiant orbs be found?
In reason’s ear they all rejoice,
And utter forth a glorious voice,
Forever singing as they shine,
“The hand that made us is divine.”
Joseph Addison
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