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is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
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In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed
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Canons of Dordt (1618-1619). Though never officially adopted as such due to
rootage in the continental Reformation, the Heritage Reformed denomination is also
in agreement with the Westminster Standards (1640s): the Westminster Confession
of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.

Sumba – Topan holding Anita

Please pass this magazine to a friend or bring it to Bible Study.

MEDITATION
Call to Compassion
Rev. Wade Koenen

EDITORIAL

I was about to take my walk some weeks ago and I looked up to
see a couple on the porch of their apartment. We exchanged
greetings, introductions and pleasantries. I sensed that they were
alone so I took a few steps closer and they asked me if I would join
them for a grilled fish dinner. We talked some more and as we
conversed they shared that they were from Pakistan and were
practicing Muslims. We shared some of the “ordinary things” we
like to do as individuals in conversation and then in practice.
It would have been very easy for me to walk on by. Why would
I stop? My schedule would be affected, my night altered. Why
should I care about my neighbors? Why try to make a connection?
Why go through the effort? Why take the time?
I am not perfect nor am I trying to put a guilt trip on anyone.
When I stood at the threshold, I was plagued with these
questions. I remembered the words of the Lord Jesus when He
saw the great crowds of people around him as is recorded in Matt.
9:36, “He was moved with compassion on them, because they
fainted, and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd.”
Compassion is the key. Compassion, a loving compassion, is what
motivated Jesus as He served and did His Father’s will.
Compassion made Him willing to humble Himself as the God
man and enter into the scene of sin and sinners. Compassion
made Him willing to be sacrificial. Compassion made Him
willing to touch others who are hurting and broken and rejected.
Compassion motivated Him to give Himself to the cursed, cruel
death of Calvary.
Our mission fields differ. Our talents and gifts may differ when
it comes to “evangelizing the lost.” The time that we have for
mission work outside the confines of our own busy homes may
differ.
We have some things in common. We all have neighbors. We
are all called and commanded to show our neighbors mercy, just
as the good Samaritan (Luke 10:33, 37). This command asks us to
show loving compassion to our neighbors and it does not exempt
any Christian. We all have opportunities to show compassion to
someone who is hurting or broken. We all have opportunities to
make friends with the rejected, the outcasts, and the lonely. It is
true our neighbors need more than our compassion. They need to
learn and know the power of the Son of God’s atoning blood and
the amazing mercy of God personally. They need to hear of the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and experience the irresistible
working of the Holy Spirit’s power. That being said, lost sinners
are often led to Jesus because of the compassion and care that a
Christian has shown them.
Let us contemplate on the mercy and compassion that Jesus has
shown us and the sacrifice He made for us, by His grace and
Spirit. Let us then strive to answer the call and command of Jesus
and show compassion to those in our own workplaces,
neighborhoods and families.
SEPTEMBER 2009

The Never Changing Christ and His Word
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
We live in an ever-changing world. Changes not only take place
in current events, but we also are changing all the time in many
different ways. If we had to count the many changes that occur in
our mind and actions alone, the amount would be innumerable.
Of all these changes, the greatest and most valuable change would
be the change of heart, changing from an enemy of God to a lover
of God, from serving Satan to being a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ. The greatest marvel of such a change is that God never
changes and He uses His never-changing Word to change hearts
of sinners through the preaching and reading of it. He is not
bound by time or place. His work extends throughout the world.
His command to us and to His servants is to bring that neverchanging gospel to all people, kindred, tongues and nations.
Many are dying every hour, who have never heard of the Lord
Jesus, the way of salvation. It is indeed an urgent matter for
prayer that more laborers may go forth into Christ's vineyard to
bring the glad tidings that there are tidings that make glad,
namely, that a Savior has come to save His people from their sins.
May our prayer be that He whose name is Wonderful may work
that wonderful change in hearts, both far and near.
A change occurred suddenly on the mission field in Zambia.
Many of you probably have heard by now that the Molenaar
family is in the Netherlands due to Pastor and Mirjam contracting
malaria. Many prayers have been sent up on their behalf. We
especially think of Mirjam as she is expecting a child. Although
she is weak, everything looks quite favorable at present, both for
her and the unborn child. May the heavenly Physician continue to
uphold the Molenaars and in due time bring them back to
Zambia.
The Miskins and Dr. DeVries are doing well in South Africa.
Pray that God will bless their manifold labors outwardly but also
especially to the never-dying souls that they come into contact
with. Pray that God will bless the seminaries in Zambia and South
Africa, so many preachers may be prepared to go forth in God's
Name to bring His never-changing Word.
Dear friends, let us remember that God is gathering His Church
at this very moment throughout the world. All the changes that
take place in this world are performing in God's mysterious ways
His purpose in bringing all things
to His honor and glory. May Jesus
Christ, the only foundation that
never moves or changes, be our
ground that we stand upon
steadfastly; may we plead upon
His unchanging Word that is full
of promises that will never change.
Let us publish this Word to our
fellow man.
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MISSIONARY UPDATES HAITI
Learning to Adapt
Wilhelmina Krul

We have now been living in Haiti for close to a year and it has not
only been a whole new experience for us but it has also been quite
an adjustment. Not only have we shared our living quarters with
rats, bats, cockroaches and tarantulas, we’ve also had to learn to
deal with dirt, dust, limited electricity and water. However,
through this all, we’ve really felt God’s hand in our lives. He has
surrounded us with His love, supplied us with strength, opened
our hearts to the people around us, and comforted us when we
needed comfort.
For the first three months we lived in Pignon, a small village
north of Port au Prince, where we studied Creole, Haitian culture
and ministered to the people around us. It was a real blessing to
experience village life and to serve the people in one of the remote
villages where MAF flies to each day. Although we had to live in
very primitive surroundings God used this time in our lives to
teach us valuable lessons of appreciation and thankfulness.

run for cover as tropical storms pounded the Island of Hispaniola,
and had ice cold showers to keep from melting in the hot summer
heat. It has been such a rich blessing to serve with MAF in Haiti!

Wings of Love
Jason Krul

I am often reminded how vital MAF’s work is to the hundreds of
missions in Haiti alone. A few weeks ago I was especially made
aware of this, when I was called upon to do an emergency medical
flight into the western-most village of Jerémie. There had been a
severe accident, and a Haitian missionary, in critical condition,
urgently needed to be transported to a hospital. As I rushed to
prepare for the flight, I couldn’t help but recall being told that this
1-hour flight would otherwise be an excruciating 20-hour trip by
road and boat. We were able to safely transport her to Port au
Prince, where she was able to receive proper medical attention.

Helping Lift a
seriously injured
man from the
Airplane into the
Back of a Pickup
Truck.

Medivac Flight

Spending Time with the Village Children.

We now live in the capital city of Port au Prince, which is a
whole different “world” to adjust to once again: whether it is the
busy traffic, the heat of the city, the filth, wide-spread poverty, or
the security precautions. During this period of adjustment God
has continued to show His faithfulness and love toward us. He
has also continued to direct our lives and open doors to minister
to the people around us: from handing out food, clothes and toys
to the hungry neighbourhood children, to helping adults manage
their money in a way that they can keep their family fed for the
entire month.
Food Purchased at the
Market for Distribution
Although there's a lot to
get used to here, we've
learned to be open to new
experiences and to
treasure our time here as
well. We’ve experienced
riding on tap taps, we’ve
bartered in the local
markets, built dams
across the Gwap River with the local children, and watched how
coffee beans were roasted in just precisely the right way. We’ve
2

It has been such a
personal blessing to be a
part of so many mission
endeavours here in Haiti!
On a daily basis, I speak with my passengers to determine what
their missionary role is, and I am constantly amazed at the work
that is being done here: community building projects, church
planting, well-digging and water purification, evangelistic efforts
in the remote areas of Haiti, doctors and dental teams performing
thousands of essential operations, and the list goes on.
I often find it easy to focus on the large ministries MAF is
serving around Haiti, and to overlook the many poverty-stricken
people who are not directly being served by MAF. When I land at
many of the remote village airstrips, I am met with scores of
children and local villagers who begin to throng the plane
immediately after I shut the engine down.
Dozens of
Haitians rush to
meet the MAF
Airplane.
Many of them
know me by name
and are excited
each time I come.
From time to time I
will surprise them
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by loading up with small bags of rice, beans, and occasionally
some clothing, and distribute it to the many people who rush out
to meet me. It is such a blessing each time to see the smiles on
their faces as they receive their gifts, and to know that their
hungry bellies are being filled. Many of these villagers have
Voodoo backgrounds, and so demonstrating Christ’s love is often
a stepping-stone to building a relationship and having an
opportunity to witness to them.
Handing out
Rice and Beans
to the Villagers.

I am continually
reminded
of
Jesus’ words in
Matthew 25:3536. “ For I was
hungry and ye
gave Me food; I
was thirsty and
ye gave Me drink; I was a stranger and ye took Me in; I was naked
and ye clothed Me; I was sick and ye visited Me; I was in prison
and ye came unto Me.”
Please continue to pray for our family as we serve here in Haiti,
as well as for the ministry of MAF worldwide.

INDONESIA

Greetings from Sumba
Marion Sommer

We would like to give you an insight into what is happening in
the compound of the Children’s Home ‘Pengharapan’ (hope) and
the Rehoboth Christian School here on Sumba, one of the more
than 17,000 islands in Indonesia.
Sumba is situated in the “Ring of Fire”, which means that there
are many active volcanoes. One of these we can sometimes see
from our home if the weather conditions are right. This volcano is
on the island of Flores and is about 3000 meters high.
If you would like to see the location of the island, use the
internet and Google Earth, then go from the town of Waingapu on
the North-East coast and travel about 70 km west and then
straight south, and you should be able to find it.
Marion Sommer is preparing
medicine before going to the kampongs.
Children from the
village Mawara
receive
medicine.

Poor people receive 20 kg of rice
per family from the government.

Children’s Home ‘Pengharapan’
At present we have 62 children
in the Home and three are
studying in Waingapu. Anita is
our newest baby; she has many
disabilities.
Anita

She suffers from TB, has
clubfeet and extra fingers
and toes, plus internal
problems. Her parents
brought her to the home last
December. That she is still
living is in itself a wonder; most of the time children like this do
not survive the harsh living conditions here. The doctors are
willing to operate on her when she is stronger and weighs at least
5 kilo. At present, at age 14 months, she weighs 5 kilo.
Christina, manager of the
Children’s Home holding
Anita

Every one loves her dearly
and especially Topan likes to
wheel her around and sit
with her on his knees. Please
lay Anita and her condition before the Lord, with whom all
things are possible, also for the saving of her soul.
We still have enough room in the
Home for many more children, but
we wait on the Lord to bring the
children He wants us to have. At
present we have enough staff and
also helpers from Holland; most of the girls who come to help
stay for 6 months and are a great help in school and the Home.
Some are pretty quick to learn the
language, enough to be able to talk
with the children. And if they say a
word incorrectly even the little ones
will correct them.
Lunch time for the little children

Village children waiting for
their vitamin.
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Bill Sommer with Topan and Anita
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The older children
have their lunch after
school is finished at
1:00 pm
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Play Group

The truck broke down and the planned picnic at the
beach was held at the school instead.

Martina with her
bedtime story
group

Mina telling the bed time story

Bed time

Catherine Kok from Burgessville
cut the boys’ hair.

Rehoboth Christian School
About 35 of the children go to our Rehoboth Christian School.
We have a very good principal, but Harianti is leaving in July to
take up her studies again. Also this is an urgent matter for prayer;
we need enough Indonesian teachers to keep the credentials for
the school. Three of the girls signed a contract with the
government that they agree to teach in the Rehoboth School and
in return the government pays for their study while they do their
practical component in our school under the tutelage of Harianti.
The school has 7 classrooms, a computer room and an airconditioned library, but no books yet. School starts at 7:30 am; the
play-group, kindergarten and grade one go home at 11 am, while
the older children have classes till 1 pm, when they go home for
lunch.
In the afternoon all the children have naptime, because the day
starts at 5.30 am. After they have their snack, they do home work
or play outside. All the children have a chore to do and each child
is responsible for his/her own room.
After supper several of the staff have a group of children for
Bible study, after which the little ones go to bed and the older
ones read or play games
together.
An aerial photo of the
newly built Rehoboth
Christian School in the
Sommer kampong.
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Installation of Martinus as Mayor
Martinus is the former lead-elder of the congregation in Tana
Mbanas. Usually someone with higher status or with money is
chosen as mayor of the district Tana Mbanas. We may see the
Lord’s hand in the fact that Martinus was chosen to be mayor, as
Martinus is neither rich nor of higher class.
Martinus used to work for Bill and has learned a lot; he is also
blessed with a higher intelligence. Before Bill left for Canada in
April, Martinus told Bill that he would wait for him to come back
so that Bill could assist him in the meetings and decisions.
We were also blessed with a new Christian governor for Sumba
Tengga. He, too, is willing to help us improve the conditions in
Tana Mbanas.
All the guests needed a place to stay and Martinus asked if we
could help out. Bill asked the girls if they were willing to cook for
an extra 49 people and get the rooms ready. The girls were
honoured that they could look
after the governor and the
other guests.
Governor Bintang swearing in
Martinus.

Martinus is the new major of the Tana
Mbanas District.

Sunday School and Bible Study
The attendance at the Sunday School is
still increasing and it is amazing how the
attendance at the Bible study has increased to over 200 children
and young people. It is encouraging to see this, and to know that
the Lord is still with us in our work that we may do here.
We ask for your prayers that the Lord will bless the means to the
souls of the many young people in Tana Mbanas and all the work
done there.
Sunday School in the Tana
Mbanas Church.

The church in Waipen Jelu was
built in 2005 with the help of the
local people.
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Bill Sommer and the elder from
the Waipen Jelu Church waiting
for the congregation to show up
for the service. People do not
show up until they hear the truck
arriving.

Children at the 2008
Christmas Program.

SOUTH AFRICA

Reflections and Highlights
Rev. Arthur Miskin

The new semester begins at Mukhanyo Theological College in a
few short days. The college has been in recess for the past few
weeks and this short period of respite has been good in that it has
given us a time of rest in which to regroup thoughts and energies.
In writing, I have, in a way, again been brought to the point where
I have had to reflect on my work in South Africa and the various
highlights (and challenges) of this work that come to mind. A few
things stand out in particular:
First, my installation service in February where I was installed
as a minister on loan from the Heritage Reformed Congregations,
at the Rietvallei Reformed Church. My specific charge was to
develop the English-speaking ministry at the Rietvallei Church.
The occasion was well attended by many of the members of the
Rietvallei congregation. The installation service was conducted by
Dr. Flip Buys, then principal of Mukhanyo Theological College,
who preached a very forthright message on 2 Cor. 2: 14-17,
focusing on verses 15 & 16: “For we are the aroma of Christ to God
among those who are being saved and among those who are
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a
fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?” His
emphasis in the sermon was the need in our time for discriminatory preaching, which for some will be the source of true life, but
to others the means of death. He also clearly stated that is not the
popular kind of preaching that attracts the crowds. It is, nonetheless, true biblical preaching that is good in God’s eyes. One
highlight of the evening was the attendance of our black brethren
from the Ramotse Reformed Church who, at the end of the
proceedings, expressed thanksgiving to the Lord for all that had
taken place, in song. It was a moving moment for all who were in
attendance.
The Various ministers of Rietvallei
Reformed
Church. Revs. Van den Heever,
Kayayan and Miskin. Drs. Flip Buys
[MTC], Henk Stoker and Brian
DeVries and Rev. Naas Ferreira.
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The Miskin family at the
installation

My installation as minister
working within the Reformed
churches of South Africa has
opened several other doors of
opportunity. I have been granted the opportunity to preach in
other reformed churches, mostly in Afrikaans, which is at times
quite challenging but in many ways rewarding in that it affords
new opportunities and challenges. A door of communication
between the Heritage churches and the Reformed churches of
South Africa has been opened, particularly between my sending
congregation at Burgessville and the Rietvallei congregation in
Pretoria. Rev. Mark Kelderman, who is currently in South Africa,
was recently granted the opportunity to preach in the Afrikaans
church. The whole service was conducted in English (singing
apart) and was well received. He brought a very straightforward
message based on the text, “Thanks be unto God for his
unspeakable gift.” We were reminded of the great cost at which
the Father gave the Son and the displeasure which He pronounces
when this priceless gift is rejected. One of the ministers, Rev. Naas
Ferreira, expressed his great appreciation for the clarity and
openness with which the message was proclaimed, as well as the
earnest desire for closer working relationships with the
Burgessville congregation. We do need to pray that this might be
an avenue by which Reformed experiential preaching may gain
access in the RCSA.
In terms of the ongoing English ministry in South Africa, we are
all well pleased with the progress. As a church plant, we do hope
to establish a self-governing church within the broader Reformed
denomination in the foreseeable future. The congregation,
however, too needs to see the necessity of such a step in order to
take ownership of the work and share wholeheartedly in the
vision. Although it is essential to establish a church in its own
right, with its own identity and character, we too see the need for
an English cross-cultural kind of ministry with the Reformed
denomination as a whole. The time has arrived for a move away from
a culturally homogenous kind of ministry to one that is inclusive of
various cultures and especially various languages. Several ministers
within the Reformed denomination in South Africa recognise this;
they too recognise that this is the only way in which the Reformed
church in South Africa will continue to make a significant
contribution to Christianity in South Africa. A point is rapidly
being reached where all orthodox, culturally diverse Reformed,
churches need to come together in a spirit of co-operation. The
part that our English ministry will play in this broader picture is
not quite clear but it could be quite significant. Please do pray for
this expansion of Reformed ministry in South Africa.
Our co-operation as a church with our black brothers and sisters
at the Ramotse Reformed church in Hammanskraal also is
developing quite encouragingly. Our ultimate aim is to establish
a self-governing church in that area, with the English ministry
calling and sending Candidate Oupa Nkoana to labor as a
missionary minister there. The leadership of the Ramotse church
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has expressed an ongoing desire to work with the English
ministry at Rietvallei. Certain administrative and church-order
steps need still to be taken after which elders and deacons will be
officially installed under supervision of the Rietvallei English
service. Once this is done, a minister can be called and sent.

SUDAN

Earnest Prayer Needed for Sudan
Dr. Brian DeVries

Men in attendance
at a recent men’s
breakfast, addressed
by Rev. Kelderman
from Burgessville.

There is also a good relationship developing between the
English service members and the brethren at Ramotse. This was
seen recently at one of our men’s breakfasts, which is well
attended by some of the men from Hammanskraal (the area
where the Ramotse church is situated). Rev. Mark Kelderman
addressed the meeting on the temptations which men face,
particularly in the area of sexual temptation. He spoke frankly
and was well received with much participation in discussion
afterwards. This too is a problem in the rural areas among the
black youth and the pastors there have problems in dealing with
sexual looseness among the youth. This once again emphasises
the need for proper education, by the church, of the parents in
order to reach the youngsters.
We have received many visitors these past few months, during
the North American summer. This has been both a busy time in
terms of hospitality, but also very rewarding in that we have been
able to catch up with beloved friends and young people from the
USA and Canada. We were especially privileged to receive Rev.
and Mrs. Kelderman in our midst. They brought their daughter
Rachel along as well as Rebecca, who were put to work in the
KwaNdebele area. Rev. Kelderman attended the Members’
Meetings of both the Mukhanyo Theological College and MCDC
boards, as representative for the Heritage Congregations of North
America. We welcome a solidly reformed input into these
institutions.
Rev. Miskin and
Kelderman with their
wives, Donna and
Sonja.
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of the visitors we received, but also detailing some of the
numerous gifts, medicines, clothing and knitted items that were
donated and which do really find worthy owners this side. Please
do accept heartfelt thanks from our side for the generosity and
love shown in the donation of time, energy and resources to
bolster our ministry in South Africa. We have come to see in very
practical terms that gospel ministry is wonderfully supplemented
by giving items of value to the poor. It really does enhance the
message we bring. We sincerely look forward to being with you,
the Lord willing, some time in the near future.

My wife and I will put
together an article for
the next edition of Glad
Tidings detailing some

Dear members of Christ’s global church: Our Christian brothers
and sisters in Sudan need our prayers. This need for earnest
prayer lies as a burden on my heart right now. Please consider the
situation in Sudan and add this burden to your prayer list as well.
Rev. Jeremiah Mhlanga and I just returned from a ministry visit to
Sudan. We had the privilege to meet with more than one hundred
church leaders in Malakal and Khartoum from twenty different
Christian denominations. They shared many of their past
experiences, present needs, and hopes for the future. We also met
with several leading Christian government officials who
explained some of the major political and social needs in Sudan at
the present. Now we want to share this burden with you.

Denominational Leaders in Malakal
The Pastors Conference in Sudan
Rev. Mhlanga and I visited Sudan during the first two weeks of
July 2009 to speak at Pastors Conferences in both Khartoum and
Malakal. The conference was organized by the Sudanese
Reformed Church and sponsored by the Centre for Reformational
Urban Ministry in Africa (CRUMA), Mukhanyo Theological
College, and Christian friends from the United States.
Khartoum, the capital of Sudan, is located in the North. It is a
modern urban center with a greater metro population of around
eight million. The city, like most cities in the two-thirds world, is a
dusty noisy collage of constant activity. Khartoum was established
many centuries ago on the site where the White Nile and Blue Nile
merge into one river. The climate is very hot and dry with little
annual rainfall. Khartoum has an Arab Muslim majority; the
Sudanese government is dominated by Arab Muslims. The
densely populated areas of Umdurman and Dar-Al-Salam are
located just outside the city limits. These have been refugee camps
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Sudanese
Church
Leaders,
Malakal

Many Church Leaders in Khartoum

for more than twenty years, and these mega-squatter-cities are
home to many marginalized Christians
Malakal is the second largest city in Southern Sudan. It is
located on the east bank of the White Nile. First established by the
British long before national independence in 1956, the city has
been a war zone for more than thirty years. Since 2005, Malakal
has enjoyed a fragile peace with only occasional military clashes.
It has been growing very rapidly since 2005 – too rapidly for the
weak government to build even the basic infrastructure systems.
Most people in Malakal call themselves Christians, though
Muslims still control the market and economy. Christians enjoy
religious freedom in the South, but there is much nominal
Christianity, syncretism with African Traditional Religion, and
now a growing presence of cults and false teaching.

A typical street in Malakal, Sudan

The Pastors Conferences, hosted in both Malakal and
Khartoum, were greatly appreciated by the participants – not only
for the biblical teaching but also for the united fellowship. The
theme was “Living Today as Leaders of Christ’s Church in
Sudan.” Our objective was to teach simple biblical truths about
God’s church in a plain topical format. As one of the church
leaders summarized at the end: “We enjoyed good meals
[teaching] every day. You didn’t give us new food; it was the same
food. But you know how to cook it better.”
Though organized by the Sudanese Reformed Church, church
leaders came from at least twenty different Christian
denominations. But we were all united on the Word and around a
common confession of faith in Christ alone. There was even one
Catholic priest who greatly enjoyed the topics – at the end of the
conference he said he learned two important lessons: (1) that the
church needs to empower its members and not only the clergy,
and (2) that all Christians must stand firm on the Word of God
against false teaching. I think Martin Luther would have agreed.
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It was a privilege to fellowship with Christian leaders in Sudan
– to hear their stories, to learn from the way God has led them,
to study God’s Word together, to pray with them for the church
in Sudan. The Lord is also blessing the Sudanese Reformed
Church, though it is still a young denomination with many
needs. Mukhanyo Theological College and CRUMA are now
working to help these churches train their leaders. The Sudanese
Reformed Church has already been a blessing to many people, as
well as to other evangelical denominations. We thank the Lord
for their faithful witness despite the harsh climate in Sudan.

The
Reformed
Church in
Bam,
Malakal

Conditions of Sudanese Christians
Indeed, the conditions for Sudanese Christians have been very
harsh. What is now happening in Darfur in western Sudan is
what has already happened in Southern Sudan and the Nuba
Mountains for more than twenty years. Sudan’s President Omar
al-Bashir has recently been charged in the world court for
genocide and war crimes in Darfur. But his hands have been
dripping with blood for many years. In the past, the world did
not take note since the North-South conflict was seen as a
religious Muslim-Christian conflict. But now Arab Muslims in
Khartoum are mercilessly massacring Black Muslims in Darfur.
Now the world is watching and some relief is becoming
available. But the UN can only minimize the conflict; the UN
cannot solve the problem.
The people of Southern Sudan have enjoyed a very fragile
peace since the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA) in 2005. Now the weak unity government of shared
powers is making some efforts to rebuild Southern Sudan after
almost fifty years of intermittent attacks from the Muslim north
and incessant tribal conflicts. But there are still many challenges.
The CPA mandates a referendum vote by the people of Southern
Sudan regarding the future of their national identity. This vote
will probably be delayed until 2011. Southerners will then vote to
stay within Sudan or break away and become their own country.
If they stay, it is very likely they will continue to be marginalized
and perhaps persecuted again by the Arab Muslim government
in Khartoum. If they break away, it is very likely the Muslim
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government will declare war against them – either publicly or
covertly – in order to suppress them again.
In the meantime, the Christians in Sudan face huge challenges.
There is much corruption in the government – some officials load
their own pockets even while their people are starving. Longstanding tribal conflicts continue despite the ceasefire. In fact,
some of these conflicts are being armed and stirred up by
Muslims in the north to promote further instability in the south.
Rapid urbanization also causes problems as many Southern
Sudanese refugees come back home from the North and from
neighboring countries – the government cannot apportion urban
land fast enough to meet demand. Additionally, the lack of basic
infrastructure in the South – such as roads, clean water, and
sanitation – continues to slow most rebuilding projects.

Urgent Need for Earnest Prayer
Our Christian brothers and sisters in Sudan have been suffering
for many years, and the struggle continues. Their political peace
is very fragile. Their churches are wrestling with major issues like
poverty, lack of trained leadership, and the covert entrance of
false teaching. Additionally, there are many in the South who
claim to be Christians but do not live out the fruits of the Spirit,
which continues to tarnish the witness of the church.
What does the future hold for our Sudanese brothers and
sisters? No one knows. When viewed through human eyes,
though, the future in Sudan looks very bleak. But our Righteous
Lord is still on the throne – political regimes will come and go, but
the King of the Church is in control. Christ the King is busy
building His church; He is busy controlling world events as He
expands His kingdom and prepares to return in power and glory.
So let us earnestly petition our Sovereign King for the needs of
Christians in Sudan.
• Pray for God to supply the material and spiritual needs of
Sudanese Christians.
• Pray for internal leadership training and development in
Sudanese churches.
• Pray for the rapid growth of biblical churches and the decrease
of false teaching.
• Pray that many Muslims in Darfur, who are now starting to
listen to the Christian gospel, will turn to Jesus Christ for
salvation and become faithful witnesses to other Muslims.
• Pray that Muslim attempts to create further unrest in Southern
Sudan will be thwarted.
• Pray that Christians and churches will be given the wisdom and
courage to speak boldly against corruption in the government
and in society.
You can also help in other ways. Please spread the news
through your Christian networks about the plight of Christians in
Sudan and about the challenges they are facing. The Minister of
Health in Southern Sudan and the Governor of the Upper Nile
State – both of them Christians – personally told me that the
world is now aware of some of the problems in Sudan because
Christian churches have spread the news. They both asked me to
tell global churches about their needs and to request earnest
prayer. So please spread the word. Also, please petition your
government officials to stay involved in Darfur and to closely
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monitor the CPA in the South.
What else can you do? Beside earnest prayer, the most important
thing for the global church to do is to listen and learn from the
Sudanese Christians. Learn how the Lord has brought the gospel
to Sudan, has implanted a simple yet resilient faith in the
believers, and has continued to protect His church in this harsh
environment. Learn from their faithful witness despite decades of
persecution. Learn how these Christians have often endured many
challenges from within and without. Let their example encourage
us all to be more faithful as we eagerly anticipate the return of
Christ our King.

EVANGELISM
Trip to Africa
Rev. David Lipsy

This year’s trip to Africa was certainly different from others I have
taken. Perhaps it was the realization it might be one of my last
since I am no longer the pastor of the Molenaars’ sending
congregation. Living in Arkansas, the already-long trip became
even longer – an hour and a half drive to the airport, a flight to
Texas, and then flying across a large part of the U.S. before even
passing over New Jersey!
These relatively
minor
inconveniences, however,
were thoroughly
eclipsed by the joy
of visiting our dear
brothers and sisters
in Zambia and
South Africa! Even
though I am not
officially connected to the work in South Africa, I traveled through
there because the flights were actually cheaper than traveling
directly to Zambia. So in my written reports, I try to include a brief
summary of the work there too.
One of the two most significant of my duties in Zambia is
representing the HRC at the annual Covenant College Board of
Trustees meeting. It was a truly a blessing to see just how much
progress had been made since last year with respect to the three
main ministries under the umbrella of the Trust – the college, the
farm, and the Christian education initiative. The overall
management and
organization of the
ministries
have
reached a high
level of proficiency.
The team’s dedication and hard work
is obvious. God’s
blessing is truly
evident.
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New buildings have been built and/or renovated on the college
and farm compound. A newly instituted two-track curriculum is
being developed and implemented and promises to be a real
boost for students who have above-ordinary gifts for learning as
well as those who are challenged by the current level of studies.
The link between Covenant College and Mukhanyo (in South
Africa) grows in an ongoing way.
Challenges always
abound in third-world settings. Here’s an example.
To whom (and how) are
missionaries accountable
from a Christian discipline
perspective? The standard
answer is “the sending
church.” But how does
the Matthew 18 process
actually play out? What if
the questionable behavior impacts the local ministry – is there a
local component to the process? What about the elders of the
local church in which one might have guest membership
privileges? What about the Trustees if one of their ministries is
affected? Who ultimately decides these questions? Such are the
complexities that sometimes challenge mission efforts.
The other very important part of my visit to Africa is the
pastoral care of the Molenaar family. What a joy it is to be able to
look one another in the face, take walks together, and really speak
heart to heart in ways that electronic media miss! I was once again
impressed that, although the standard of living for our dear
missionaries is a bit better now than in past years, life in Zambia
is never easy. We spent our last couple of days together
combining a mini-family vacation with a variety of necessary
“errands” in the capital city of Lusaka. Some “vacation”! What a
run-a-round! “Hurry up and wait” could well be the national
motto. It is very hard for anyone living in Canada or the U.S. to
truly appreciate the inefficiencies without experiencing them
first-hand. Please keep our dear missionaries in prayer each day!
Time spent in South Africa, though brief, was golden. Some relationships can be
resumed
quickly,
even after lengthy
gaps. Such is the
case
with
the
Miskins and Pastor
DeVries. It was
evident that the conversations that took
place were arranged
by our all-wise and kind God. He knows just how to connect His
people for mutual benefit. It was a joy to see the work in South
Africa progressing amidst the many challenges. Thankfully, you
will be kept informed of the particulars through Glad Tidings.
Though material support is always appreciated, I think I can
safely say your prayers are most coveted!
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Failed to Hold the Rope
Submitted by Jake Sinke

Off the coast of Nova Scotia, a ship, caught in the jaws of a
violent storm, went to pieces. There was a frightful loss of life!
Seemingly, only one man survived. Amidst the overwhelming
waves, he clung to debris from the wrecked vessel. Anxious ones
gathered on shore, seemed powerless to do anything until a
brave young man requested that a rope be tied about his body,
the people on shore holding onto it while he would swim out to
where the lone survivor floundered. With great effort, he finally
reached the imperiled man. Grasping him, he signaled to be
pulled in. Midst their wild cheers and excitement those on shore
had failed to hold on to the rope! Both the would-be rescuer and
the rescued were swallowed up by the merciless waves!
Much prayer is needed for those who are laboring to send the
Gospel of Christ to lost and perishing souls around the world.
Let us not fail to hold the rope!
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8).

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
What a wonderful summer we have left behind us! I heard a lot
of good reports from the youth camp. It sounds like everyone
had a wonderful time and the topics were very much enjoyed. I
also heard of many young people getting good summer jobs and
going on wonderful vacations! What a merciful God we have
that has given us all these blessings!! Here in Alberta we are
always quickly reminded that summer is not here to stay! It’s
usually not much after the start of October that we see the first
snowflakes and the temperature dips down, causing everything
to turn brown. The Lord uses this as an example as well in Isaiah
40:7 where we read that “The grass withereth, and the flower
fadeth”. The prophet Isaiah doesn’t just speak about grass and
flowers in this chapter but when we look at verse 30 we read,
“Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall.” In my job as a Paramedic I am often reminded
by this stark fact that young people also die. I am sure you have
also seen this perhaps in your family or school or town. Happily,
Isaiah goes on in verse 31 and says “But they that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.”
What a wonderful message!! Let us not delay but go straight to
that God that is able to provide such wonderful strength.
Strength that will always last!
Wherever we are, let us be ready to tell others about the
amazing strength available in Jesus Christ.
Greetings, Gerrit and Julia Sinke
Vacation Bible School - Julia Sinke
In the HRC of Fort Macleod, July is Vacation Bible School
month! This year we had approximately 70 children. The theme
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was “Being a Good and Godly Friend.” Pastor Koenen told Bible
stories about David and Jonathan, Daniel and His Three Friends,
The Good Samaritan and the Paralytic with Four Good Friends.
The children enjoyed the crafts, games, stories and snacks. The
two older groups made a special visit to the Hospital and the
Extended Care Unit in Fort Macleod, where they sang and gave a
little gift to the residents. What a joy to see these young people
reaching out to those who are lonely and/or in pain. On the last
day, parents enjoyed a program of singing and reciting by the
children. We pray that God will bless this outreach to the many
children who participated in this year’s VBS!

Word and Deed Softball Tournament – Nathan Sinke
Hello! My name is Nathan Sinke. I am ten years old. On June
20, 2009 I participated in a softball tournament for Word and
Deed. My team was called the Prairie Sluggers and we were from
the Heritage Reformed Church in Fort Macleod. I was the
youngest player on our team. Pastor Koenen was our team
captain and he coached me and gave me some good softball tips.
We won our first game, but lost the second game. People came
from a lot of Reformed Churches for the tournament from around
Southern Alberta. $28,000 was raised at the tournament for the
John Calvin Christian School in Barranquilla, Colombia. Word
and Deed is hoping to raise $309,000 per year for the next three
years for this school. I had a fun day and I especially liked the
burgers and ice cream at lunchtime! I was happy to help children
in Colombia have a Christian school to go to.
Pastor Koenen

Nathan
Sinke

Home Improvement in Mexico – John Krul
During the Spring Break we went with some Grade 12 students
to Agua Viva Mission and here are some observations. The
building projects were similar to other years so I won’t dwell on
that except only to observe that what we have here in Chilliwack
is pure luxury, even compared to the poorest of Chilliwack areas.
One of the main projects was installing a ceiling to two
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bedrooms in a house (rather 3 rooms connected by an open air
hallway). Each room measured 12’ x 18’ and was dirt-floored. One
room was for cooking and eating (no windows) and two were for
sleeping. A total of 10 people lived in this house. As the roof metal
was probably used many times before, the amount of water
coming in would equal the amount that managed to run off. First
job: plug the holes. Then a plywood ceiling: no simple matter as it
was 5" out of square. The students working with Donal Les and
myself learnt how to improvise and adapt building methods to
suit the situation.
The long and short of it was that we got quite good at it at the
end and I am sure another week there would have seen us as
expert renovators. It was so humbling for all of us that worked on
that project to see the intense appreciation of our work. The
amount we spend (including the students) on a vehicle is what can
buy many mission style houses.
We all came away with hopefully lasting impressions of their
poverty and needs but I also noticed the love for the Word of God.
God has His people in every nation. May we pray much for the
extension of His Kingdom and the needs of both John and
Rosemary as they labour in Mexico trying to improve the life of
Mexicans but above all bringing the Word of God.
A house interior

Where we did the ceiling

World Vision 30 Hour Famine – Willetta Les & John Vroegop
At midnight on February 27, 2009 thirty-five youth stopped
eating. It was the beginning of the 30 Hour Famine for the HRC
Lighthouse Youth Group in Chilliwack. The planning and
fundraising was done, and it was time to learn a little of what it
means to experience hunger.
The 30 Hour Famine was started by a group of teens in Calgary
in 1971. Today, the Famine is held across the world and over 1.5
million people take part in the Famine annually. The purpose of
doing the Famine is to raise awareness and money to feed the
many starving children in the world. Today, a child dies of
starvation every 7 seconds. World Vision uses the money raised by
the 30 Hour Famine to fund community development projects that
tackle some of the root causes of poverty, including the lack of
access to nutritious food and clean water, and the impact of
HIV/AIDS.
The HRC youth had invited friends from other churches to
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participate. Everyone stopped eating at midnight on February 27,
didn’t eat breakfast, nor lunch at school. At 6pm, we all got
together at a local youth facility, The Youth Barn. It’s a wonderful
hang-out that a local business man has generously transformed
into a place for teens in our community to have good, clean & safe
fun. We made good use of the roller rink, gaming room and comfy
couches upstairs. We started the evening by watching a DVD, The
Invisible Children. This is a very powerful documentary about
three teens who went to Africa, to see what they would discover.
They ended up in Uganda and capture on film the story of
children who hide each night from the LRA, so they won’t be
kidnapped to become child soldiers. It’s a powerful DVD that
tugs your heart strings.
We hung out at the Barn all night, braving the cold (next time
we’ll do it in warmer weather!), and then in the morning we all
went together to a local restaurant to have breakfast.
Our group raised a total of $6,360, which will feed more than 17
families for an entire year! We thank all the youth for their
dedication in raising money and for a fun night together. We pray
that your experience will encourage you to continue to be an
advocate for the poor people in our world. Any teens, schools or
youth leaders who would like to organize a Famine, can get all the
info at www.famine.ca.
To quote one of the first Famine participants, "You have to
believe that one person can make a difference. I know it's easy to
say that one person doing the 30 Hour Famine isn't really going to
change anything, but if everyone said that nothing would
happen."

Tayasha and Betneyflor – Wilhelmina Krul
I grip Jayden’s hand firmly in mine as we make our way across
the dusty, rock-filled path to the river. As usual the trail is busy,
but today my attention is drawn to a little girl carefully cradling
her doll. I pick up Jayden and balance him on my right hip as I
walk a little faster to catch up to her. “Kijan ou rele?” (What is
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your name?) I ask her. “Tayasha,” she responds and smiles shyly
at me. “Mwen remen pope ou,” ( I like your doll) I say, and smile
back. “Eske mwen kapab kinbe li?” (May I hold her?) I ask. She
looks at me intently for a moment and then, deciding she can
trust me, she carefully hands over her treasure. “Kijan rele pope
ou?” (What is the name of your doll?) I ask. “Betneyflor”, she
says.” As I hold Betneyflor, I take a moment and examine her a
little closer. Betneyflor is missing most of her hair, and both of her
wrists. She has no clothes, but instead has a piece of cloth tied
around her waist. She is dirty and the wisps of blonde hair she
has left are rather matted. Although she is in a sorry state, I can
tell she’s well loved. Tayasha doesn’t take her eyes off her the
whole time I’m holding her.
A few minute later we arrive at the river and Tayasha gently
takes Benteyflor back. I watch as she carefully unwraps the cloth
around the doll’s waist and washes it in the river. She then does
her best to wash Betneyflor, but she can’t get the knots out of her
hair. Sharing Tayasha’s love for dolls, and now babies, I
desperately try to think of something I can do for her.
Suddenly, I remember I still have a piece of material in my
suitcase. I had bought it a year ago, but had never done anything
with it. It would be perfect to make a dress for Betneyflor, I
thought to myself, already imagining in my mind what it would
look like. “Esk ou vle mwen koud yon rob pou Betneyflor?”
(Would you like me to make a dress for Betneyflor?) I ask. Her
dark eyes widen and she smiles! “Wi,”(yes) she says excitedly.
“Vini avec mwen” (Come with me) I say. She walks back to the
camp where we live and then lets me take her doll. I take off the
piece of cloth, wash Betneyflor with soap and water and then
using shampoo and conditioner get to work on her hair. She soon
looks a lot cleaner and I manage to get all the knots out of her hair
too.

The girls and doll with hats and
dress that Will sewed for them.
Then I get to work measuring, pining, cutting out, and
stitching a little dress for Betneyflor. Once the dress is done I cut
out a square piece of material and make a little hat to cover
Benteyflors’ baldness. Betneyflor looks very pretty all dressed up
and Tayasha is thrilled when she sees her. She hugs Betneyflor
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close and then allows her friend Katie to hold and admire
Betneyflor. Then shyly she looks up at me and says “Eske ou koud
menm pou mwe?” (Can you make the same for me?) I don’t have
enough material to make a dress, but I do have enough to make
matching little hats for her and her friend. When I finish them,
they put them on and dance around excitedly. It’s heart warming
to watch how happy they are over something so small. Like I said
earlier, they may not have much, but they treasure what they
have.

BIBLE QUIZ

MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Friends,
Please find below the financial report for the months of April through
June 2009. Our financial statements are lower than the past quarterly
period. Expenses have remained on budget; however, donations and
other income have been somewhat lower than expected. Please
continue to remember the mission needs in prayer and with financial
assistance. We are thankful that our missionaries and ministers have
been enabled to perform their labours that they have been called to.
Continue to remember Rev. and Mrs. Molenaar in the trial that they
have encountered and that full recovery and recuperation will occur.
Our prayer is that God’s blessing will be upon them daily and to those
that continue to labour in their absence. Also, we ask that you
prayerfully consider giving to the Tent-Making Ministry fund, as both
Rev. Lipsy and Rev. Overbeek receive support from this fund. May God
give the increase when His voice is proclaimed and uplifted, both in our
land and in distant countries. Thanks again for your participation and
assistance in our mission efforts.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – April - June 2009 (US$)
$
Balance April 1, 2009
Income:
$
HRC Congregations
Word and Deed Transfers In
Total Income
Expenses:
Bank Charges
$
Glad Tidings Publication Expense
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Mission Related Support
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
Other Mission Related Travel
CCCC Membership
Shortfall for Dr. DeVries Ticket
Word and Deed Transfers Out
South Africa Mercy Funds
Total Expenses
$
Balance June 30, 2009

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance April 1, 2009
Income:
HRC Congregations
Expenses:
Bank Service Charges
Tent Ministry Support
12

Closing Balance June 30, 2009
Glad Tidings

75,757.15

27,041.12
4,242.75
31,283.87

160.11
3,446.50
2,878.60
3,253.72
26,567.25
10,345.50
1,000.00
2,792.55
180.00
599.39
4,242.75
3,716.40
59,182.77

$ 47,858.25

$ 51,649.45
4,291.42

3.80
35,911.71

$ 20,025.36
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Sumba, Indonesia - Sunday evening Bible Study for young people in the village.
Sunday morning the boys go to Sunday School in the pickup truck. The girls go to Sunday School in the Ford.

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
Mrs. Wilhelmina & Mr. Jason Krul Anniversary – September 8
Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday - September 13
Morgan Miskin Birthday – September 22
Christina Sihombing Birthday - September 28

Scarlett Miskin Birthday – October 1
Rev. Cees Molenaar Birthday – October 6
Gordon Miskin Birthday – October 12

Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, P.O. Box 11168, Hatfield, Pretoria, 00028, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net
Mobile: +27 79 933 9884, Fax: +27 86 696 0709, MTC: +27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 2783 657 4980,
Home: (012) 333-6527, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR FOR HAITI

r FOR INDONESIA

r FOR OTHER_______________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be complete for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining restricted
contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim
Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
And publish abroad His wonderful Name;
The Name all victorious of Jesus extol,
His kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

The waves of the sea have lift up their voice,
Sore troubled that we in Jesus rejoice;
The floods they are roaring, but Jesus is here;
While we are adoring, He always is near.

When devils engage, the billows arise,
And horribly rage, and threaten the skies:
Their fury shall never our steadfastness shock,
The weakest believer is built on a rock.

God ruleth on high, almighty to save,
And still He is nigh, His presence we have;
The great congregation His triumph shall sing,
Ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.

“Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!”
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son;
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.
Then let us adore and give Him His right,
All glory and power, all wisdom and might;
All honor and blessing with angels above,
And thanks never ceasing and infinite love.
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