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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619, Westminster Standards of the 1640s (the
Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.

One of the 160 happy faces that love the Petauke, Zambia Children’s Ministry
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MEDITATION

Christ Intercedes For Mission Work
Scott Dibbet

EDITORIAL

One of the most profound and unique passages in all of Scripture is
John 17, often called “Christ’s High Priestly Intercession.” It is full
of comfort and encouragement for all His people, including those
bringing His Word to the ends of the earth. John 17:20 says,
“Neither pray I for these alone (referring to his disciples), but for
them also which shall believe on me through their word.” John 17
should give us great encouragement to bring the gospel to everyone
we come into contact with, whether it be in our own communities
or in foreign lands.
First, we can be encouraged that God’s Word will accomplish that
which He purposes it to accomplish. Throughout His prayer Christ
emphasizes that He gives eternal life to as many as His Father has
given Him and none of them shall be lost. This gives us courage to
bring the truth of God’s Word, since it is not our word, nor is it
based on our “winsomeness,” but God’s Word is His means of
saving His people.
A second encouragement is that Christ prays for His disciples
even though they are slow to understand and they will forsake Him
and deny Him; yet He carries them up in prayer before the Father
without spot and without wrinkle. In doing so He requests that they
be preserved from the world by the almighty name of the Father.
Third, it is encouraging that Christ prays for the unity of all
believers, reflecting the oneness of the Trinity. The disciples were on
the front lines of the battlefield; they were weak and few in number.
They needed each other, so unity was not that hard to maintain, but
as the group grows there is much more need for unity, so the world
would believe that the Father has sent the Son and they are one.
Christ’s prayer is permeated with the request for glorification.
Christ’s ultimate sacrifice is in view and He prays for His own
glorification, for the glory of the Father, and that all His people
might be with Him to behold His glory. Through the unity of faith
and the bride’s oneness, we already receive a glimpse of that glory
here on earth, which ministers to the world, testifying that the
Father has sent the Son, because of the love the Father has for His
Son and His people. This unity of faith in Christ has been
especially revealed to me in my past few years at PRTS. Students
come from around the world, different cultures, and walks of life;
yet there is a unity in the faith and in the Author of our faith, Jesus
Christ. We receive a glimpse of what it is to behold His glory when
we gather as a seminary family in a ”diverse unity” to
fellowship and sing praises to the Lord.
Believers, we have a High Priest in heaven interceding for us as
we support mission work around the world. God is preserving His
Word and those who share His Word, which we received from
Christ’s disciples and our forefathers proving He is a faithful High
Priest. May we be encouraged to persevere in our calling to bring
the gospel to all nations, since He says, “I am with you always, even
unto the end of the world.” Therefore, our Heavenly High Priest
will intercede for us to the end of the world, when we will
perfectly see His glory, as the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.
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The Urgency of Mission Work
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
Although you will be receiving your Glad Tidings well into the
new year, we on behalf of the Mission Committee wish you a
blessed New Year, a year in which we all may live close to the
Lord and out of His Hand. God is the Holder of the future and
we do not know what shall take place in this year or even
tomorrow, not even the next second. Yesterday, January 12, was a
clear example of how in a split second a devastating earthquake
occurred in Haiti where thousands upon thousands were crushed
to death immediately. The death toll is rising at the moment every
hour. Those that perished never thought in the morning that that
was the day set by God that they would exchange time for
eternity. Miraculously the Lord spared Jason and Will Krul with
their son, Jayden. Their concrete wall collapsed but their house
stayed standing although it was shaken severely causing loss to
some of their possessions. At this moment the MAF staff are
assisting with recovery of an orphanage and sending a team to
assess the needs of the staff. Again we see with a touch of the
finger of God how helpless we are. What will that be like on the
last day when every mountain and island will be moved out of
their places by the great earthquake in Rev. 6?
When we think of so many lives lost suddenly, it is a reminder
how urgent it is that the gospel reaches all islands, tongues,
peoples and nations. Souls are at stake each day. Thousands
around the globe are perishing. Jesus said in John 4:35b, "Lift up
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to
harvest." Those fields are the whole world. May you and I also be
used as instruments in God's Hand to reach out to those perishing
in their sins and point them to the way of salvation in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Every time we let opportunities pass by in neglecting
to share the gospel, we are missing our calling and God's
command by not promoting His Name. May the Lord forgive our
shortcomings in these sins of omission.
We are thankful to report that the Molenaars have been back in
Zambia since last November and are doing well. It seems that
they have fully recovered from the malaria that they had
contracted. For those who saw Pastor Molenaar's presentation
when he was in North America, it certainly was instructive to
learn more about the work there. It is the rainy season at present,
which lasts until February usually. The seminary will resume
again in February.
We are also thankful that Pastor Miskin has recovered from his
illness and is able to perform his labours fully again and that
things are going well with the college, clinic, congregations, etc.
Let us remember Pastor DeVries, Pastor Miskin and Sonja in our
prayers as they press forward in their calling in South Africa by
preaching, teaching and speaking the word of God.
On behalf of the Mission Committee, we would like to thank
Paul and Jane Pols for the years they have served so faithfully as
subscription managers. We also welcome Brenda Pols who was
willing to accept this position. May the Lord bless you all.
My wife and I hope to visit the mission posts in South Africa
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and Zambia in February and I will give a brief report of our trip
in the next periodical, the Lord
willing. Friends, let us be more
mission-minded and remember the
urgency in fulfilling our God-given
duty by lifting up the Name of God
and the way of salvation in His Son
unto others. May God bless these
endeavours to the saving of souls.
Blessings, John Beeke
John Beeke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI - Shaken
Jason & Will Krul

Below are some photos and excerpts from the "The Kruls’ blog
site" http://mafkrul.blogspot.com/ which contains further
details and photos of their experience during and after the
earthquake in Haiti.

January 12, 5:00 p.m. - I poke at a meatball in the pan to check if
it's ready. Looks good! I smile, satisfied. My goal was to have
dinner ready at 5:00 and everything is done right on time. The
next few minutes are a blur. I remember hearing what sounded
like a heavy dump truck drive past on our street. Then
everything started shaking violently. I heard screaming outside
and ran to the doorway of the kitchen. What to do? I then see
Jason running towards me. The shaking becomes worse as the
house begins to buckle and sway. Knowing that Jayden was with
Jason in the living room and not seeing him now I yell at Jason.
"Where's Jayden? Get him!" Jason runs back and the house is
buckling so bad now he almost loses his balance several times.
I'm terrified. A second later I have Jayden in my arms. "Stay in the
doorway", I yell at Jason, as I cover Jayden's small body with
mine. I can't honestly describe what it feels like to have a cement,
brick house swaying and buckling underneath you. I just
remember feeling so helpless and not knowing what to do. After
a few minutes we get up. The air is thick with dust. It's almost
like looking through a thick fog. Nothing works, no water, no
stove, no internet, no cell phones. We wash up the best we can
with some wet wipes and Jason gets ready to go to the airport.
Jennifer arrives a little later and Jayden and I walk over to the
other MAF families’ homes with her. The streets are a mess and
many
walls
have tumbled
down. People
roam the streets,
some looking
for loved ones
and others just
not knowing
what else to do.

2

January 13 - Everyone is skittish. We’ve felt so many aftershocks
I’ve lost count. My body is on red alert. Nothing sinks in. Survival.
It’s come down to that. I don’t let Jayden out of my sight and every
shake and quiver I grab him and we run outside. The stress is
taking a toll on Jayden. “Walls fall down,” he says. “Rocks fall
down. Big mess.” He sounds like a broken record, repeating the
same sentences over and over again. Loud noises scare him and he
clings to me. What to do? .... The pictures of the Caribbean market
where we normally shop for groceries are horrific. Twisted metal
shopping carts, pieces of the checkout counter, and all other
unidentifiable objects in one heaping pile of rubble. ... When
Jayden finally falls asleep, I sit on the floor as Jason recounts his
day. He seems shell shocked. “We picked up injured people
alongside the street”, he says, “and gave them rides. Then when
we got to the orphanage there were just hordes of injured people.
Someone asked me if I knew how to do stitches and I said I’d done
it once. That was all it took to get me the job of stitching people up.
With very little know-how and no anesthesia I got to work
stitching up these big gashes. While I stitched, people were
screaming and others helped to hold them down. I just had to do
it though. Today I was the Doctor. Then when we were driving
home people were calling us to stop and help at an apartment
building. Looking down a crack into three storeys of rubble and
just seeing body parts was very hard. When we tried to help
everything started shifting and it was too unsafe. Without proper
equipment there was nothing we could do.”
January 15 -...As the airplane takes off to Ft. Pierce, Florida, I thank
God once again and pray for a safe flight… The first thing I do
once our suitcases are inside is take off my filthy clothes and step
under the hot shower. Scrubbing the dirt from my face and from
under my finger nails I begin to feel more human again. ...That
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night after a supper of pizza we crawl exhausted under the
covers. Before we fall asleep we pray for our friends in Haiti and
thank God for His provision for us. How great is our God!
MAF made the decision that all their workers with small
children should return home. The Kruls arrived
in Florida on January 16th where they completed
some counselling and debriefing. On January
18th they arrived in Toronto and then January
20th in Chilliwack. MAF is arranging a 3week rotation schedule for the MAF pilots
working in Haiti, so Jason hopes to return
there soon to join the relief efforts.
Wilhelmina and Jayden will remain in
Chilliwack.

INDONESIA - Tana Mbanas, Sumba Mission
Bill and Marion Sommer

Another year has passed in which the Lord has richly blessed the
TanaMbanas Project.
We may notice this even in the small things: Two and a halfyear-old Robert directing an imaginary choir with a spine from a
palm leaf and singing Psalm 42. Robert comes from a poor family
from the Wai Urang area. He was five months old when he was
brought to us, undernourished and ill with TB. Robert received
treatments for TB and is now a healthy
boy, who is always happy, likes to
learn things and, yes, he also gets into
trouble sometimes.
We notice this also when the patients
show their gratitude when they come
to the door for treatment or medicine;
or when we watch the children care for
one another when someone is hurt or
ill. Then we know that it is a great
privilege that we are allowed to do this
work.
The home is running well. There have been
the usual illnesses among the children, but
they are all doing well. Bastiaan joined us in
November bringing the total of children to
68. Bastiaan is a fourteen-month-old boy
who suffers from malnutrition and TB; he is
the third child of that family to enter the
Pengharapan home.
Yati had another eye operation
and is able to see again.
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Twice a week we go to town to get
food and medical supplies. We
have a vegetable garden, but
cannot grow enough vegetables
and fruit to supply for around 100

people each day. There is one ambitious family who grows
vegetables along the river; they come every other day to sell their
vegetables to the home. Once in a while someone will sell his or
her catch of fish to the home.
Every seven weeks we buy 100
chicks and raise them. It is a great success and keeps us well supplied with
chicken meat for the home. Essa
(presently the oldest boy in the home)
and Samuel look after the chickens
and do a good job.
Samuel with the Chicks
Essa Doing Chores

A six-year-old boy emptied
his piggybank with all his
birthday money that he had
saved for a guitar and gave
it to Marion to give to a
poor family in TanaMbanas.
We were able to buy rice, oil, noodles, sugar, coffee and vitamins
for it, and as you can imagine the family was very happy with it.
Whenever we have the time and opportunity we still go around
with vitamins and medicines; we have seen a great reduction of
illnesses over the last ten years. Also in this the Lord has blessed
the efforts of the mission
team.
Handing out Medicine and
Vitamins

Each year the children’s
home receives a large box
with sarongs from the government, but we wonder
what to do with all those sarongs. Some are of good quality
material albeit with flaws in it. Marion used some of them to
make dresses and little boy outfits. When another box arrived
with much of the same plaid patterns they decided to make
school uniforms from the sarongs. Henrietta Van Woerden and
Marion made 48 uniforms for the Kindergarten and playgroup
plus many dresses, jumpers, skirts and shorts for the Christmas
program.
New Uniforms

The school is
running
well
although we still
are in great need
for more qualified
teachers. Two of our children are presently studying in Java to
become teachers.
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Three years ago, the government drilled another well on the
‘Pengharapan’ property; they built a high tower and installed a
generator and a Groundfrost pump. There was trouble when they
installed the pump; the mud and sand were not properly pumped
out from the pipes going down with the result that the pump
burned out at first try. And there it sat for three years. Bill went
several times to the governor to ask if they would allow him to fix
it so that there would be enough water for the people, but they
said that it could not be done. Some months ago Bill met another
man who was higher up in the government. He asked about the
new well and what was being done. When Bill told him, the
official said that he would speak to the governor, with the result
that the governor called us and gave the full amount to fix the
well, pipes and pump, which is unheard of in Sumba. Usually
you have to do the project first and then you can wait a long time
for the money to come.
The house in Waingapu is finally finished; it has cost many
frustrations, but the end result is very nice. Already it has been
put to good use. This coming September, the Lord willing, it will
be used to house the students who have to go to high school in
town.
House in Waingapu

Our hope and prayer is
that the Lord will continue to bless this project to
His honour and glory
and the salvation of the
people in TanaMbanas.
If you would be willing to sponsor one of the children in the
home, please contact:
Mrs. Denise Van
Brugge, 519-424-3667,
Email: mvanbrugge
@execulink.com
What will their
future be?

SOUTH AFRICA - The Mukhanyo Distance Vision
Dr. Brian DeVries

Greetings again from South Africa! In this issue, I would like to
share with you a developing vision of Mukhanyo Theological
College and its strategic importance in southern Africa.

Africa’s Need for Theological Education
In the last century, the Church in Africa has expanded very
rapidly – so rapidly that an overwhelming majority of churches
lack properly trained leaders. More than 200 million people meet
for church every Sunday and are lead by someone with very
little Bible knowledge. Even pastors who desire to study are
almost always hindered because they cannot leave their families,
4

churches, and communities in order to be properly trained.
Research has also shown that at least 60% of those who are able
leave home for further training will never return to their
community of origin – the place where the need is the greatest.
Most African churches are overwhelmed by theological ignorance,
biblical error, and spiritual confusion since even the leaders lack
basic Bible knowledge.
In the past, this
challenge has been
addressed
by
developing
various correspondence programs
for rural church
leaders, by supporting traveling
evangelists
or
teachers, and by
bringing a select
few students to the city for various levels of theological education.
The Lord has greatly blessed many of these methods. But their
success remains small when compared to the great need. Also,
these programs are very expensive to maintain and often very
ineffective in addressing local challenges. So a new method is
needed to give basic Bible instruction to church leaders in
southern Africa.

Mukhanyo’s Vision to Distribute Education
Mukhanyo Theological College has been providing Bible
instruction to church leaders for more than fifteen years.
High-quality and reformed Bible teaching with contextual
application has been given to hundreds of church leaders. But we
can only reach those who live within traveling distance of the
college. Some have come from greater distances, but this increases
the overall costs and ineffectiveness of education. Church leaders
should not be required to come to us. We need to take the
education to them.
Our new vision – Mukhanyo Distance – is designed to do this.
The goal remains the same: (a) to equip church leaders with
in-service training in their own ministry context; (b) to help
churches provide quality discipleship and biblical training; and (c)
to provide quality academic content in an acceptable format that
also addresses the importance of a godly Christian character and
the immediate contextual application of what is learned.
There are three important parts to the Mukhanyo Distance
program. Each of these three parts is vital – like the three legs of
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a stool – for providing a stable learning platform:
DVD Courses: We offer videos
of actual lectures at Mukhanyo
together with a study guide
and/or textbook. This provides
the delivery of high-quality
Reformed content at the same
level of learning as on
Mukhanyo’s campus.

Group Learning: It is difficult to study when you are all alone. But
learning is much easier and rewarding when studying in groups.
These learning groups
will form naturally
when local church
leaders around southern Africa gather to
watch DVD courses
together.

Local Mentors: The facilitator/mentor will be a suitably qualified,
experienced man who watches the DVDs together with the
students. He will coordinate the learning with Mukhanyo’s
administration and provide support, guidance, and encouragement to the students.
Not only is this model of distribution very effective for learning,
but it also lowers the overall cost of biblical education by bringing
Bible instruction to church leaders in their own ministry contexts.
This model would not have worked in the past, but now DVD
technology is available almost everywhere in Africa. We need to
take advantage of new technology to be more effective in training
African pastors and churches.
What has Mukhanyo Distance already done and what do we
want to do to implement this vision? The vision is big but we
have, by God’s grace, begun to turn it into practical ministry.
We have already video recorded many courses at Mukhanyo on
the certificate and diploma levels of learning (where the need in
Africa is the greatest). These courses are taught by our multiethnic staff and further edited for increased quality. We are busy
developing the video footage into high-quality DVD lectures. We
are also busy developing some additional study material for each
course.
We have also tested
the DVD courses in
several learning sites,
and have made some
important improvements. The first
course is presently
being reviewed in
several additional sites in South Africa, Zambia, and elsewhere.
We now need to develop at least ten more DVD courses in the
next year. But we cannot rush this process since we want to
maintain the quality and Reformed content. We also need
MARCH 2010

qualified people to help us improve the course study guides.
We are now speaking with a number of different churches,
mostly in South Africa,
who want to start using
the Mukhanyo Distance
program in their ministry.
The need in Africa is great,
but by working together in
God’s kingdom we hope to
make a difference for many.

Prayer, Planning, Production, and Promotion
The Mukhanyo Distance program is dependent for success on
the gracious blessing of our sovereign Lord. Only with the Lord’s
favor will our plans become a blessing for many churches in
Africa. As I see it now, there are presently four focus areas that
need attention:
Prayer: Please join with us in praying for the development and
distribution of the Mukhanyo Distance program. Pray that good
teaching material will be produced quickly in the next few
months. Pray for the mentors at each learning site. Pray for the
many students who are now beginning their studies. Please pray
for God’s gracious blessing on this program.
Planning: We at Mukhanyo need to keep planning for the further
development of modules and for additional mentors and learning
sites. It seems the Lord has brought several key people to our
Mukhanyo Distance team. Now we need to step forward in faith
into new areas. The need is enormous, and we need wisdom even
to know where to start.
Production: The most important step right now, I feel, is to
develop at least ten more DVD course modules in the next year.
This takes time and money, but we are hoping to be able to
accomplish this goal.
Promotion: We are presently sharing the Mukhanyo Distance
vision with many established churches in South Africa. We feel
this program will give these churches the tools they need to reach
out to uneducated church leaders in their own neighborhoods. We
are also prayerfully looking for additional supporters, since this
all cannot be done without money.
Mukhanyo Distance is a developing vision that has stirred much
interest in southern Africa and abroad. Please pray with us that
God will bless this vision abundantly for His greater glory. Feel
free to contact me (briand@mwf.net) for more details about this
new program.

SOUTH AFRICA - Update
Dr. Sonja Miskin

There is always a lot of work to be done…an insurmountable
amount of work to be done, and capable and willing hands are so
few. This is the constant experience of those in the Lord's service
among communities of poor, uneducated, marginalised and
downtrodden people. I have pondered this problem over and
over, but am nowhere near an answer. Besides the sheer volume
of work there is also the question of what work is important;
what is vital compared to that which is secondary? Wisdom is
needed to sift out that which is of temporal value only versus
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those activities which have eternal effect; oh for daily, even
hourly, grace to have such wisdom! Only Gospel work, that
which brings glory to our Lord Jesus Christ in the saving of sinners by the Holy Spirit's operation can qualify as meaningful
work.
At Nakekela we have had over 400 patients pass through our
facilities in the 4 years of our ministry. This is a lot of work.
Around 35% of these have recovered well enough to return home
to normal lives and employment. We have had the privilege of
seeing grateful family members praising the Lord for granting
recovery. Many encouragements from the local community for
our presence and work have been expressed in visits and small
gifts. We experience the Lord's approbation in that we still
continue to receive funding and have been able to expand our
ministry. Wonderful people have been added to our staff both
permanently and as visiting volunteers and we are thankful for
all the hands the Lord has sent our way. In the course of working
with the very sick people we have added some extra care to
address more specific needs. A Biblical Counsellor comes in twice
a week to debrief many that have lived in sinful and stressful
homes, providing Scriptural skills. Our Care Workers are all
going to be trained in this style of counselling. Many patients
have physical disabilities which are being addressed by weekly
physiotherapy sessions. To counter attitudes of worthlessness
and depression, we have added a weekly therapeutic art/craft
session which combined with singing and praying is bearing
fruit. Our plan is to build up a resource centre for the local
community, where anyone can access medical and biblical in
formation pertaining to HIV/AIDS. But all of this is in vain if the
knowledge of saving grace is not included, in fact central to our
efforts.
The Ekukhanyeni Old Age
Home is providing an
essential service to 28 people.
This comes as the result of
one Christian family, the
Ntuli's, taking to heart the
Bible's call to look after
widows as a proof of true
religion.They presently have a property with three somewhat
ramshackle buildings, complete with leaking roofs and many
other problems.

Visiting the
Old Age
Centre
But thanks to a wonderful donation from our Burgessville HRC,
some urgent repairs and other work will be done for them soon,
and they were provided with a lovely Christmas meal and
groceries for December and January. Our English Reformed
Church in Pretoria is becoming involved in this work because the
Ntuli's need help with running finances, doing administration
and other practical matters, but also so that we can develop
ministering skills among our young people. This project is a
marvellous opportunity to do Gospel work among many who are
still very much caught up in darkness and superstition and we
would value prayers for guidance and wisdom in ministry here.
At MCDC, the umbrella organization we work under, there
have been some wonderful changes. Our Lord has seen fit to grant
new strong Christian management with a commitment to Gospel
work foremost and relief work following this. The tendency is,
when working in poor communities, to lean too much towards
relief work. This could slide into purely social action, which could
possibly leave the proclamation of God's saving grace in our Lord
Jesus Christ on the sideline. Simon Burdett is new on the
management team and an answer to prayer in this regard. There
have been many little projects that our children had a part in this
past year, notably a marathon two day vegetable processing and
packaging job. This was a Christmas gift to around 360 of the most
impoverished
families, and was
received with great
thankfulness.
Team of Vegetable
Cutter and
Deliverers

People Waiting for
Vegetable Packages

Some Recipients of
Vegetables in December
6
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Dori Averink is proving to be a vital part of all that goes on at
the Head Office located on Mandela farm, from working in the
finance department to organizing volunteer groups, driving sick
children to hospital to growing herbs and vegetables.
Thus our expressed need is for our Churches to pray for all the
work…that we would be involved in the right kind of work which
is of lasting effect. We would labour to the end that the afflicted
would see and understand something about our God's character,
in compassion for their temporal needs but more importantly, in
making salvation known for their sin weary souls.

ZAMBIA – Mission Work as Reflection (1)
Rev. Cees Molenaar

In a few articles, I would like to reflect with you on the mission of
the church. My plan is to use this year’s issues of Glad Tidings to
consider the relationship between church and mission field. This
reflection will bear a personal character – my own experiences
and observations will come through; from the mission field in
Zambia and from my interaction with the church. Yet, I trust it will
be relevant for the entire church. The only way to find out is to join
me in the process…

One-way Missions
Reflection on mission work is part of the missionary calling of
the church – a calling in which our denomination is widely
involved. Glad Tidings testifies to this in each issue! In many
voices it relays how the church is given to witness of Christ, from
within the neighborhood unto “the ends of the earth”. Reflection
is necessary, to ensure that we fulfill our calling in a biblical way.
Asked to describe all this, we could speak of what the church is
doing in this world, or how God uses the church to reach out to
the world. These are correct descriptions – however, they betray a
common one-sidedness in our understanding of missions. It
portrays mission work as a one-way process only: the church
brings the Word to the world; the church shares its resources with
less fortunate people in developing countries; the church sends
out missionaries to teach those in darkness; and when there is
fruit on this labor, the church invites lost people to join their rank
and become part of the existing church. These convictions do form
an important part of the biblical picture of missions; it helps to
focus on the priority of the Word of God, and stresses our
responsibility to share and go out.
Sometimes, in the past and still today, these convictions were
joined to sentiments of superiority of Western cultures and
churches and were expressed with a condescending attitude.
Thankfully, they arise more often from compassionate hearts,
desiring to sacrifice and bless others. Nevertheless, this emphasis
tends to limit the mission of the church to a movement from the
church to the mission field, in which the church is the knowing,
possessing, sharing, sending subject, with the mission field as the
ignorant, passive, receiving, benefiting object. And in effect, this
narrows down the biblical image of the missionary church.

Biblical Language
As in all of our life, we need to reflect on mission work from
what the Bible says. The “one-way-only mission” approach fails to
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do justice to what Paul characterizes with the word “fellowship”
– a concept very crucial in his letter to the Ephesians.
Even in general, many New Testament Letters were originally
“missionary letters”. Part of the intention was to instruct the
young churches, but also to inform, to greet, to share. The Letters
reflect in many ways the relationship between churches,
missionaries, and new believers.
Here I only have space to point out a few elements in
Ephesians, especially in chapters 2 and 3 where the relationship
between the church, called “circumcision”, and the mission field,
called “uncircumcision” (2:11) is dealt with. The
“uncircumcised” used to be “aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise” (v.12). The
first church had to come to grips with the broken down “middle
wall of partition” between Jews and Gentiles (v.14).
Notice the language that Paul uses within this context
(relationship of church and mission) to describe the new
situation, after Christ has come, and has died on the cross: He
has made us one (v.13), one new man (v.15), in one body (v.16),
“fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God” (v.19), as
one building, a holy temple (v.21-22).
In chapter 3, he continues and reveals the deeper level of this
unity. This, he says, is the mystery of Christ (3:4), not revealed in
previous ages from the beginning of the world (v.5, 9), namely
this: “That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body,
and partakers of his promise in Christ by the Gospel” (v.6).
Summarizing his own calling and ministry, he indicates two
main aspects: to preach to the Gentiles, and “to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the mystery” (v.9) or to enlighten all
about this fellowship that arises from the depth of God’s wise
plan.
Jews and Gentiles became citizens of the same Kingdom, with
equal rights and responsibilities. They are brothers and sisters in
one “family” (household, 2:19). This is how close the new
relationship is.
This is not a relationship that people or churches voluntarily
enter; this is not something for us to contemplate or discuss – this
relationship is constituted by the blood of Christ and created by
His death! It is part of the administration of grace, part of our
faith in Him.
And even more, we need this relationship to come to a fuller
understanding of the love of God. In Eph. 3:16-19, Paul connects
the most intimate of our personal relationship with God – love –
to this theme of fellowship: “that ye, being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love
of Christ, which passeth knowledge…” The love of Christ can
never be fully comprehended – but if we are going to know it
more deeply, it will be “with all saints”.
If this was true for the first church, growing together after ages
of separation –ordained by God for the time – how much more
should we, being Gentiles together, appreciate the fellowship of
God’s mystery. Yes, there are sending churches and dark mission
fields; there are richly blessed believers and those suffering in
poverty. Yet, all this should be carried by, give expression of, and
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find its fullest satisfaction in the fellowship that Christ works.
When sinners come to faith in Christ (in our neighborhood or in
Africa), they become fellow citizens; where churches are planted,
we work together as brothers of the same family. Mutuality is key
to this fellowship of the saints: a mutual origin, a mutual
dependence on the grace of God, and mutual interaction. Thus,
mission will become a two-way relationship!
Mission as Reflection
In the following articles, we wish to reflect on the church and
mission based on this key biblical image of a two-way
relationship between the church and the mission field.
Missionaries are to facilitate and encourage interaction between
the two. Not only are they the mouth of the church to speak on the
mission field; they are also supposed to be the eyes of the church.
What they see should be shared with the church. This I will do in
the next article, giving an example of what the church can find on
the mission field.
Then, when the church thus looks at the mission field, she
should also reflect on herself. What does the mission field bring
back to the church? The mission field becomes a mirror, by which
the church looks at her self with a fresh look. In the third article,
we will reflect on some blessings from the mission field to the
church.
Finally, we will ask in the last part, what would the mission
field want to share with the church if she could send some
delegates to the church? What would they see, what would be
their concerns or their advice for us as churches? In this way, the
missionary also becomes the mouth of the mission field to the
church.
We will discover that mission work serves the church to reflect
on herself. The church’s relationship with the mission field
becomes a mirror that God will use to reflect on ourselves:
Mission work as reflection.

Zambia – Children’s Ministry
Mirjam Molenaar

This time, we like to give you an impression of the Children’s
Ministry at Covenant College in December.
Preparation of the program itself happens at home: The Bible
lesson, making a Bible verse song, preparing a coloring picture,
visualization of the theme, etc. Saturday afternoon at 2 pm, we
start to prepare the hall. Children help to carry the items we need:
(see the back inside cover).
Playtime: What can you do with jumping ropes? There are many
different ways. Boys and girls, big or small, enjoy playing.
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Singing is great. We’ve
put many Bible verses into
songs. The kids even teach
their parents and they use
them in their local churches again. We sing in
groups, in parts, with
movements and handclapping.
The gospel explained
through a bracelet: Jane from Canada sent us a parcel with the
‘recipe’ and ‘ingredients’ for this bracelet. In three weeks, I taught
them the colors and their meanings; black for our sins, red for the
blood of Jesus, white for a clean heart, green for new life and gold
for eternal life. The kids were very happy to receive this bracelet at
our Christmas celebration. It matched our theme very well. Every
one wearing this bracelet can explain the gospel to someone else,
just as the shepherds did after they had seen and worshipped
Jesus. (Indeed, the next day I visited a nearby church and one of
the children was called in front to explain the ‘gospel-bracelet’ and
the pastor asked if he could also get one to illustrate his sermons.)
When I put the colored hearts together, a star appeared in the
middle like the star guiding the wise men to the newborn Savior
of the world.
In a non-reading culture, many
lessons are taught by songs or
acts. Next to the actual Bible
teaching, I also visualize lessons
through puppet shows, games or
acts. Joas and Rhode are acting
out how everyone gets dirty
from doing sins and the need for
cleansing. Even the smallest kids
can understand this.

We surprised the
kids with a meal at
our
Christmas
How
program.
they enjoyed the
food: Nsima and
chicken
with
tomatoes
and
onion.
Hand
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Look at the faces of
kids during teaching –
for most of them this
is the only time in the
whole week to hear
the Word of God.
Please pray for the
renewing work of the
Holy Spirit in their
lives.
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washing was first of course; here we don’t use forks and spoons.
160 children filled their hearts with the Word of God and their
stomachs with food. During the program we were worried due to
pouring rain. God listened to our prayers. When it was time to
close the program the rains ceased and all the kids could reach
their homes without getting wet.
It is a real privilege to minister to these children. They live so
nearby and yet are so deprived. It would be a blessing to train
local people to do the same, each in their own village. The fields
are white but the laborers very few. We pray the Lord to call local
people to see the need among
these kids and to hear the call to
reach out to them.
Joas, Rhode,Mirjam, Pastor
Cees, Moses & Obed Molenaar
Photos taken by Mr. Jaap Van de
Kamp, Volunteer Teacher

CHURCH EVANGELISM
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

Heritage Hill Neighborhood Sunday School
Lois VanderStel

Sunday School: What thoughts or images does that conjure up in
your mind? At the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Church in
Grand Rapids, it means that at 2:45 pm each Sunday, a steady
stream of approximately twenty-five vehicles begins to drop off
80-100 children for the Heritage Hill Neighborhood Sunday
School. Since Sunday School’s inception in 1998, over 2,500
children have come to Sunday School, with ages ranging from
4-21 years. The majority are of African-American or Hispanic
heritage, and many come from broken homes. We have several
children who have been with us since the beginning and are now
older teens and young adults. Forty children are very regular
attendees. We have seen much growth and maturity take place
and also some encouraging spiritual interest.

Auditorium where the children meet for singing.
The Lord has inclined the hearts of approximately fifty people
from HRC & FRC to come each Sunday afternoon to assist. Many
people have come and gone, but when we begin to worry about
lack of helpers, the Lord always puts our fears to shame and provides the helpers and teachers that we need. Many of the helpers
also invest time with the children outside of Sunday School,
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developing relationships and mentoring them. One young lady
was unable to read and after a few years of tutoring was on the
honor roll at her school. Other children living in neglectful homes
have been aided and supported.
After arriving at Sunday School, the children first go to register
with our faithful and dedicated registration ladies, who also keep
excellent statistics. The children get their name tags and gather in
the lower level auditorium, where they sing several songs and
hear a nutshell version of their lesson for the day, creatively
presented by Mr. Dave. They are then dismissed to ageappropriate classrooms where the lesson is taught to their level of
understanding. We have a special class for older young people
who show sincere interest, where there is more emphasis placed
on personal spiritual growth and maturity, especially as it relates
to living in a very wicked and tempting world. This class has
recently begun to gel and form a close-knit accountability group,
where the students feel free to share their struggles and needs. At
the end of the lesson, each child receives a plastic token for good
behavior, which is then presented to a driver in exchange for a
“treat bag." These bags are packed by faithful volunteers as well
as older students and are very popular with the children.
An additional help to the Sunday School teachers is Mary
Beeke’s weekly email of lesson thoughts and suggestions for
creative presentation, which are much appreciated. There is also
a committee of six people, which keeps all the “gears” in proper
working order. The committee is always searching for ways to
improve Sunday School and they also plan monthly outings for
the Sunday School children during the week, including our
annual Christmas dinner which is done in conjunction with
Plymouth Christian High School.
One of the 4 and 5
year old classes learning about
how David killed
a lion.
The following are comments reflecting the value of Sunday
School:
Parent - "I send my daughter because she loves to go and can
always tell me what the lesson was about, which is very
important to me. We started to go because of A., who was a good
friend to us and whom I trust."
Teacher - "I had a lesson on the suffering and death of Jesus Christ.
At the end of the lesson, one of my female students asked if she
could pray. With trepidation I said okay and she prayed a simple,
heartfelt prayer of thanksgiving for Jesus' suffering and death for
our sins. I felt inwardly humbled and rebuked."
Young adult teacher - "I led such a sheltered life. Sunday School has
taught me so much about other cultures and how they live. I
want to be here."
One fact is certain: Heritage Hill Sunday School is entirely a work
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of God. He has in His great mercy given each participant the great
blessing of being used to bring the gospel to needy souls. What
greater privilege can
there be? He has supplied
all of our needs, sometimes in very unexpected
and wonderful ways. Soli
Deo Gloria!
Summer Outing at the
Park

Hayride Sunday School Outing

Heritage Hill Outreach Ministry (HHOM)
Jac & Lona Nijsse

The Clothes Closet started in the basement of church in 1999. It
was open twice a month to help the Neighborhood Sunday
School families with clothes for their children. The Consistory of
the local church thought it would be a good idea to move the
Clothes Closet to a storefront in the neighborhood. This would
enable the church to share the Gospel with more people. A board
was then formed and Heritage Hill Outreach Ministry (HHOM)
opened its doors in 2002.
A building on Michigan Street was rented. HHOM was in this
building for about 2 years. Because the ministry was growing, a
new building was needed. A new building was found just one
block to the east. After being in the second building for a little
more than 2 years, the neighborhood started to change. The older
homes in the area were being torn down and replaced by office
buildings and medical complexes. The people that HHOM had
been helping and ministering to were being moved to other parts
of the city, once again creating the need to move.

Current Store at 935 Fulton Street
The HHOM board felt the need to stay near the church and yet
be in an area that had a very diverse culture with many needs
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physically and spiritually. They didn’t need to look very far. A
building was soon found and rented at 935 Fulton Street, just a
little bit south of the church.
The new location has much to offer. The building itself is larger
than the previous two. It has two large rooms, one for the selling
of clothes and fellowship, the other for a Chapel Service on Sunday
afternoons. It also provides a
sorting room for donations, a
kitchen area, a large storage area
and a basement few volunteers
are willing to venture into.
Maria shopping

The Fulton Street building also offers us a large parking lot in the
back of the building, which enables us to have cookouts during the
summer months. We hand out flyers to the visitors and invite the
neighborhood to come. During the winter months we use the
Chapel room and invite the
neighbors to join us for
pizza. At these times we are
able to share the Gospel with
those that attend and to get
to know the needs of the
community a little better.
Cook Out

When you visit you will find nice clothes being sold very
inexpensively, an invitation to sit at the table for a cup of coffee,
cookies and conversation. Many of the volunteers have bonded
with the many regulars that visit. Some of the people we serve are
homeless, drug addicts, and mentally and or physically impaired.
We are all but a step away from these life styles if it weren’t for the
grace of God!
Monday lunch

Here are a couple of
examples of what happens
at HHOM. We have had
homeless men come in,
buy (sometimes given
free) new clothes, go in the
bathroom and change and then they throw their old clothes in the
dumpster. We have mothers and children that come in and shop.
While Mom is shopping the volunteers will play games with the
children or tell them Bible
stories, or maybe just ask them
how school is going.
Children playing
while Mom shops

Sunday afternoon is the Chapel
Service. We are privileged to have PRTS students speak an
edifying word at Chapel. Volunteers will often be seen helping
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visitors at Chapel find the Bible chapter that is being read. Some
of our visitors have never seen or read the Bible before.
Wednesday
Evening
Thanksgiving
Service

Before Chapel starts several volunteers will stand out on the
side walk and invite all that walk by to come to the service.
One time one of the men invited a man to the service. “Would
you like to come to our Chapel Service this afternoon?” He
stopped, looked at him and said, “I am not a religious man. I am
a party (liquor) store person. Because you ask me I am coming in;
it may change my life.” He came in and sat through the whole
service and quietly left after the speaker said “Amen.” We may
never see him again but the seed was sown. The Holy Spirit can
work and give the increase.
Wednesday evenings are Bible study.
We covet your prayers, that many may become hungry for
Word and Gospel. This is our greatest desire. Pray that God will
give us love for these people even when they are not so lovable.
We all need the grace of God.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

As the Waters Cover the Sea: Millennial Expectations in the
Rise of Anglo-American Missions 1640–1810 James A. De Jong
James A. De Jong’s dissertation sure-footedly guides us through
the complex relation of millennial expectations and the AngloAmerican missiology from the Puritan age to the beginning of the
nineteenth century. He shows how millennial hopes varied
throughout this period from an Adventist type of premillenialism
to a low-keyed postmillennialism. Nevertheless, De Jong
concludes that these anticipations often balanced themselves out
somewhere between other-worldly and secularized hopes and
between the temporal and eternal aspects of salvation. This
balance enabled believers to engage in mission work confidently
yet realistically, setting a viable pattern for us to follow today as
we continue to look to Christ in hope, drawing our vision of
humanity and missiology from His Word. (Paperback, 245 pages,
Audubon Press) $28.00/$20.00
A Vision for Missions Tom Wells
Tom Wells writes with the conviction that Christians must come
back to first principles when thinking about missions. Human
need and world conditions are not the starting point. The Gospel
is a call to know and worship God, and the primary conviction of
the messenger must be that God is worthy to be known. The
missionary vision must begin with the vision of God. Only then
can the Church truly respond to the command to declare God’s
glory among all the nations. (Paperback, 157 pages, Banner of
Truth Trust) $7.00/$4.75
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Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books

2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
I learned this Children’s Hymn when I was young and maybe
you have learned it too. It goes like this:
“Jesus bids us shine with a clear, pure light,
Like a little candle burning in the night.
In this world of darkness, we must shine,
You, in your small corner, and I in mine.”
Wherever God places you in this world, you are called to obey
His commandments and show love to Him. When you do this,
others around you will see this and will know that you are a
Christian. Jesus calls us to forgive others, even though this may
be very hard to do. He calls us to be kind, even to those who bully
us. When you truly love Jesus, your light will be seen by your
words and actions. Jesus promises to give His Holy Spirit to those
who ask. The Holy Spirit works in saved sinners so that their
lights can shine in this world and so that others will be drawn to
Jesus, too. Are you a saved sinner? Is your light shining?
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke
Chilliwack Youth Christmas Outreach – Sandra Stam
This year our youth were involved in witnessing to the
community at large by entering a float in the Christmas Parade.
We used a dump truck and trailer for our float. Because our
youth program is called "Chilliwack HRC Lighthouse Youth,"
Tim Roos (one of our youth leaders) built a large lighthouse for
the trailer part of our float. On both sides of the dump truck box,
we had signs that read: "I am the Light of the World" (Jesus). It
was our hope and prayer that in the middle of a parade that
focuses on Santa, our message about Jesus being the real reason
for the special season would bring honour and glory to God.

Mexico – Johanna DeHaan
Once again, I was blessed with the opportunity to go to Mexico
from December 23, 2009 to January 1, 2010. I went along with my
Dad and sister as well as friends from Ontario, BC, Delaware,
Michigan, and Pennsylvania. This trip was a blessing as we spent
time in Mexico serving God and serving the Mexican people. This
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trip also showed us the great God we serve as He answered many
prayers and blessed the work we did in Mexico.
We built two homes for two different families in need. The
families had more space and were warmer in these homes than
the ones they were previously living in.
We also did VBS three mornings. This was special since we were
able to teach the children God’s Word through different Bible
stories. It was also special since we were able to interact with them
through the crafts we did with them. Though we had a language
barrier, sign language and love reached across any barriers we
had. The children found a place in each of our hearts.
Being a part of the church at the mission was also a blessing as
we served God together with the believers there. God helped us
accomplish much as He gave us all we needed. We could not have
done it without Him! Please keep this mission in your prayers.

BIBLE QUIZ

MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Mission Friends,
Please find below the financial report for the months of October through
December 2009. Once again, with gladness of heart and thankfulness to the Lord,
we have been able to meet our financial obligations for our mission endeavours.
Throughout this past year, we can be thankful how the Lord provided and
inclined hearts to give and to receive. Please receive our sincere thanks. We would
like to bring the Tent-Making Ministry Fund to your attention. New updates will
be forwarded in near future, D.V., so we are asking that you continue to prayerfully consider this worthy cause. Assessment has been made for payments for this
upcoming year towards the ministries/congregations who apply for this assistance. Our prayer is that God’s Word will be brought to many who will hear His
voice and that this good news will be planted in hearts so that the hearers will bear
forth fruit. Our heartfelt thanks are extended to those involved directly and to all
for your participation and assistance in our mission endeavours.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – October - December 2009 (US$)
Balance October 1, 2009
$ 72,430.30
Income:
HRC Congregations
$ 82,870.14
Individual Donations
55,311.50
Word and Deed Transfers In
6,000.00
Total Income
144,181.64

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Glad Tidings Publishing Expense
Mission Related Support
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
Adopt A Student Program
Mukhanyo College
Covenant College
Ramotse Church Support
South Africa Old Age Home
Sumba Mission
Transfer to Tent-Making Fund
Word and Deed Transfers Out
South Africa Mercy Funds
Total Expenses
Balance December 31, 2009

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance July 1, 2009
Income: HRC Congregations
Transfer from General Mission

Expenses: Bank Service Charges
Tent Ministry Support

Closing Balance December 31, 2009
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$

296.73
2,742.73
7,260.25
5,731.28
26,517.25
13,345.50
9,327.16
2,576.27
13,154.93
300.00
1,079.20
2,147.61
240.55
10,000.00
7,757.25
5,176.40
$ 107,653.11
$ 108,958.83
$

$

20,025.36

36,851.50
10000.00

13.40
30,646.91
36,216.55

Fund Raising Volunteer - Chris Carbone
The Heritage Reformed Congregations (HRC) of North America "Mission
Committee" is seeking a volunteer who is experienced in fund raising that can
solicit funds from various organizations to further God’s Kingdom. If you think
you may be this person or know of someone who might be of assistance please
correspond to Ed Otten (Mission Finance Committee Chairman) at
eaotten@vaxxine.com.
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Preparing the hall for the children’s program in Petauke, Zambia: mats to sit on, buckets of water to drink from, brooms to
sweep the floor, felt board and pictures for the Bible lesson, box of jumping ropes to play with before the program, guitars and
tambourines for singing, crayons and pictures to colour and chairs for the ladies that are helpers.

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Mrs. Marion Sommer Birthday - April 30
• Rev. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8 • Mr. & Mrs. C.W. Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Mr. Jason Krul Birthday – April 19
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian DeVries, P.O. Box 11168, Hatfield, Pretoria, 00028, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net
Mobile: +27 79 933 9884, Fax: +27 86 696 0709, MTC: +27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 2783 657 4980,
Home: (012) 333-6527, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR FOR HAITI

r FOR INDONESIA

r FOR OTHER_______________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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A South African Pioneer Missionary’s Translation of 1 Corinthians 13

If I have the language perfectly and speak like a native and have not his love, I am nothing.
If I have diplomas and degrees and know all the up-to-date methods, and have not his
touch of understanding love, I am nothing.

If I am able to argue successfully against the religions of the people and make fools of them
and have not his wooing of love, I am nothing.
If I have all faiths and great ideals and magnificent plans and not his love that sweats and
bleeds and weeps and prays and pleads, I am nothing.
If I give my clothes and money to them and have not love for them, I am nothing.

If I surrender all prospects, leave home and friends and make the sacrifices of a missionary
career and then turn sour and selfish amid the daily annoyances and slights of the
missionary life, then I am nothing.

If I can heal all manner of sickness and disease but wound hearts and hurt feelings for want
of His love that is kind, I am nothing.
If I can write articles and publish books that win applause but fail to transcribe the word of
the cross into the language of his love, I am nothing.

In a sermon by Stephen Brown, Anthropological Insights for Missionaries
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