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Rev. Thabiso Moeketsi & Pastor Malwande Mdonga –
both are Lecturers at Mukhanyo Theological College

W ho ar e you i nv i t i ng t o c hur ch next S unda y?

ht

MEDITATION

EDITORIAL

We might tend to forget that the word “mission” is sometimes used
by the secular world. In that context it is defined as, “A body of
persons sent to conduct negotiations or establish relations with a
foreign country” or “The business with which such a body of
persons is charged” (American Heritage Dictionary). One nation
might send a delegation, for example, to another nation in order to
try to establish diplomatic relations or forge a treaty agreement. Did
you notice the words “…or establish relations with a foreign
country” in the secular definition? Let’s consider these words a
moment with respect to what we typically call “missions.”
By nature, we are all foreigners. We alienated ourselves from God
when we disobeyed Him by the Fall in the Garden of Eden. We
remain alienated from Him unless we are born again and brought
near to Him through repentance over sin and faith in the Person and
work of Jesus Christ. God sovereignly established (re-established)
relations with us through His mercy and grace in Christ. He sent
ambassador after ambassador (prophets, apostles) to bring the good
news, the terms of peace. Finally, He Himself came to earth in human
flesh to personally undertake this remarkable mission – the reconciliation of sinners to Himself, turning foreigners into sons and daughters. Obviously, this mission is not mere diplomacy – it is intensely
personal. He didn’t just send a message or some messenger. The King
Himself came to effect this remarkable restoration of relations.
When you think about it, isn’t this the way we “do missions”? We
don’t just drop leaflets on foreign lands telling the people about
salvation. We send people to do this great work. And it’s become
increasingly apparent to me as I visit our missionaries year after year
that one of the central features of this work is indeed very
personal – it is relationships. Our missionaries are among the
people, interacting, teaching, being examples, praying, sweating,
embracing the saints, the lost. This is more than a printed word,
more than temporal assistance – it involves real human hearts and
hands.
Do our missionaries, by doing these things, give salvation? Of
course not. But the point is, God uses just such means, just such
relationships, to accomplish the mission He Himself is most personally involved in – the reconciliation of lost sinners to Himself.
Is this how we “do missions,” personally? What is our approach
to the lost ones in our life? Is it just a tract? A word? A presentation?
Or do we add to that our love, our care, expressed in tangible ways?
Do we relate at arms length or with hearty affection, genuine
interest. If not, can we honestly say we’re walking in the footsteps of
the Savior?
One more point. Our missionaries need the same relationship –
the same embrace, the same love, the same communications. Let us
take a moment to write to them, to email them, to pray for them.
Don’t take it ill if you don’t receive a personal reply. We send one
message to them, but they (if we all do our part) will not have time
to send personal responses to everyone. Be assured, however, that
your reaching out in prayer and indeed will mean a lot to them. So
let us reach out to them as they reach out to others – and as God
reaches out to us.

Dear Friends,
It is wonderful to see a child grow from year to year in
appearance and maturity. We would call it a healthy growth,
somewhat the same as a mission field growing in outward
appearance and a spiritual maturity. This was very obvious when
my wife and I visited our missions in South Africa and Zambia
two months ago. We visited Mukhanyo Theological College on
the first two days of our arrival and immediately noticed the
growing changes since the last time we were there. The
guesthouse was completed, new dormitories were built, and even
a separate building serving as a classroom was in session for
twelve children, mostly orphans ages five and six. Twenty-two
new theological students were enrolled in the first year of studies
bringing the total of students to 48. We were privileged to sit in on
several lessons, one given by a former student, and to listen to the
discussions that ensued. We spent much time with Dr. DeVries as
he showed us around campus and explained to us some of the
new structures that have been developed or are being developed.
Such developments include educating local church leaders for
Christian ministry, a Mukhanyo Distance Study project, a new
Mukhanyo campus in the heart of Johannesburg that hopes to
start soon (I was privileged to go with Dr. DeVries and attend this
very important meeting and was impressed by the facilities but
especially how God in His providence handed this endeavor over
to Mukhanyo), and other projects. Certainly, a healthy growth.
We stayed some days with Drs. Arthur and Sonja Miskin,
enjoyed their hospitality immensely, visited Nakekela Clinic
where Dr. Sonja Miskin gives so much of her time caring for the
HIV patients that are continually being brought in. We could see
the dedication that she and the staff give, both in bringing the
word of God and showing their love to them in deed. Then Dr.
Arthur Miskin took us to Ekukhanyeni Old Age Home where
Anna, a former helper at Nakekela Clinic, felt called to help the
elderly. This dear woman looked by faith unto the Lord and
started up this home with no money to speak of, but by prayer!
The Lord inclined many hearts to give the different articles necessary, even the property! The Lord provided and now she looks
after nearly 30 residents.
We also visited the farm and offices of the MCDC organization
that Dr. Flip Buys now manages; certainly, an organization much
larger than I thought! We met Dori Averink there. Now Jane
Korevaar has recently arrived volunteering for some length of
time as the Coordinator for the Mukhanyo Distance programme.
This is a brief summary of the highlights of growth we found in
our visit to South Africa. We cannot conclude this part of our trip
by mentioning another type of growth, and that is to congratulate
on behalf of all, Dr. Brian and Lanae DeVries on their wedding of
April 9! May the Lord prosper both your ways, growing together
in the Lord.
After arriving by plane in Lusaka, Zambia, and traveling by car
nearly six hours, we finally arrived at the home of Pastor Cees and
Mirjam Molenaar in Petauke. This is a different missionary
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environment as they live in a very primitive setting. There are
many tribal villages in this area, some of which Pastor Molenaar
serves by preaching. We went to a new village on the Sunday we
were there. We will not forget that Sunday in church, a thatched
roof hut with no windows, where Pastor preached on the Sower
and the four types of seed. The seed was sown and it will not
return unto the Lord void.
We were very impressed with the growth of the compound and
thoroughly enjoyed our fellowship with the Molenaars and their
children. Pastor Molenaar had a minor reoccurrence of malaria
while we were there but is doing well now. He wanted to participate in the opening of the new semester of Covenant College but
could only speak a short time. We were privileged to open the
school with a devotion, the elder that drove us there spoke some
edifying words, and Heinrich Zwemstra, the other missionary
there, gave the first lesson on the Holy Spirit. There were about 50
people present, some of them being graduates invited back for
opening day, as well as ten new students besides the rest.
Certainly we can see spiritual growth in these men as they are
growing in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Mirjam stays very active looking after her family as well as
interacting in many different ways with the people and
especially the children. It was wonderful to witness the children
come that Saturday to be instructed in the word of God and learn
the songs that they can sing so beautifully. They walk for miles to
attend and receive a bun to eat. They live in poverty, dressed in
rags, but very happy and content. I thought, "Oh, if their soul is
saved, then they are as rich as rich can be!" That is, indeed, a
healthy growth! Please pray for the people and children of
Zambia as well as the Molenaars as it is not easy to live in such an
isolated, primitive way.
Flying back home for 18 hours in one plane, I had much time to
think. I thought of Psalm 67:2, which states, "That Thy way may
be known upon earth, Thy saving
health among all nations." Pray much
for saving health, a healthy growth that
may extend to all nations, and may God
be glorified in all His wondrous doings
that are happening in these mission
fields, but also wherever His word is
proclaimed.
Blessings, John Beeke
John Beeke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI - Transition Time

dream. It’s been three months now. My heart misses Haiti and
grieves for its people, but unconsciously I find myself avoiding
anything Haiti related. Videos, news reports, articles, the tragedy,
pain and suffering is just
too overwhelming.

With Jason gone for three weeks at a time, being a single mom
with two part time jobs keeps me busy enough. As I drive on the
smooth streets with nice sidewalks and working stoplights, I
sometimes marvel how quickly this has all become normal to me
again.
Other days, when I walk through the beautiful park with Jayden
and feel the cool spring air touching my face, or turn on my
dishwasher, or shop at the super-size grocery stores, or when I go
to my nieces’ and nephews’ birthday
parties or just spend hours with
family and friends I wish I never had
to leave.
However, unexpected familiarities
will suddenly transport me back in
time. When I step into the car and it’s
really hot, when I see a Haitian man
walking down the street, when I hear
something rattling, when I see a mosquito or spider I remember and it’s bittersweet. Bitter because of
the pain I feel for the broken country, but sweet when I think of her
resilient people: the people whom I have come to know and love,
who against overwhelming tragedy go on, who praise God
regardless of their circumstances and who share whatever they
have, no matter how little that may be. The thought of those people makes me homesick and long to go back.
Our planned return date to Haiti is June 15 and coming up soon.
God has given me peace about returning, He has always provided
and is always faithful, and I believe with all my heart that He will
continue to provide and direct our lives in Haiti. Life without God
is nothing, useless and empty, but life with God, well nothing
compares to a life like that!

Will Krul

January 12, 2010. I know I will never forget that date. The
earthquake, so unexpected, still seems unreal. I remember
thinking while everything was shaking violently “this can’t be an
earthquake, Haiti doesn’t have earthquakes,” and in fact, we
found out later that it had been over 200 years. Reporters now
say that with the estimated number of deaths, over 300,000, it is
the worst natural disaster in modern day history.
The seconds, minutes and days following seem like a long ago
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INDONESIA - My Work in Sumba
Krista Stam

The rainy season has almost ended for this year reminding us of
how quickly time passes by. It seems only a little while ago that
the rain started. We received much less rain this year compared
with other years and because of that less food can grow and there
is also a concern that we, and all the people in this area, will ‘run
out of water’ in the
middle of the dry
season. We are praying that the Lord will
still send the showers
of blessing that are so
necessary in this
warm climate.
Sumba in the rainy
season

I was asked to write something about the work I am enabled to
do here in Sumba. Since most of my time is spent in the school, I
will try to relate some things about ‘Sekolah Kristen Rehobot’ here
in Tana Mbanas, Sumba. There are fifty-five students from the
children’s home who go to school. The classes range from preKindergarten to grade six and there is also a grade nine class. The
largest class, pre-kindergarten, has ten students and the smallest
class, grade five, has only two students, but they usually have
classes together with grade four or grade six. The school year
started at the end of July last year and now we are about half way
through the second semester. We follow almost the same school
calendar as North America, which means that at the end of June
school will be out for vacation.
Grade 3

Every class, except
the
kindergarten
classes, are taught
English lessons. This
is what I teach every
day from 7:30 until
break time at 9:45.
After break time I teach music, computer or art classes until the
end of the school day at 12:15. The older classes receive extra
English in the afternoon and I also teach some of the students keyboard or guitar lessons in their free time in the afternoon.
More students
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The grade six
and nine students
must
write official
tests at the end
of this semester
to determine if

they pass from elementary and junior high school. It takes a lot of
effort to get ready for these tests and their teacher, Martina, has
gone to several meetings as well as spent hours and hours in the
classroom doing practice tests and teaching the lessons they must
know for these tests. They have already completed the ‘pre-test’
and are now preparing for the actual test. We hope all of them
will be able to pass and continue their studies in the next grade.
Making crafts

Even though the
children
enjoy
going to school
they also like holidays. On their last
holiday they had a
corn roast. Early in
the morning some of the staff went to buy young corn from one
of the local farmers. The children, with the supervision of their
teachers, made a fire and roasted the corn over the fire. Each of
the older children cooked one cob of corn for themselves and also
one for the younger children and their teachers. It takes a while
before the corn is roasted to perfection, but the children patiently
sit around the fire and turn it over and over until it is finished!
Fresh corn

On Saturday evenings we
have a sing-a-long in the
school with the students.
This is a nice way to end the
week and review the songs
that they have learned.
Some of the older children play the keyboard, guitar, recorder or
panflute and the other children sing psalms, hymns or other
songs they know in Indonesian or English. It sounds beautiful
and the halls of the school ring with singing voices.
There is some very encouraging news in regard to the next
school year. A number of qualified teachers are planning to come
to teach in the school starting in July. They are from a Christian
University (UPH) that trains and sends teachers to go and teach
all throughout Indonesia. We are thankful that UPH has agreed to
send teachers to Rehoboth Christian School here in Sumba and
we look forward to learning from them and working with them
in the school. It is
often difficult to
find
qualified
teachers who are
willing to come to
Sumba and so
these teachers are
an answer to
many prayers.
Krista with
students
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SOUTH AFRICA - Continuing Education for
Christian Teachers
Dr. Brian DeVries

In the last few months, a new programme of study has started at
Mukhanyo Theological College. The focus area of this
programme is slightly different from other programmes, but the
vision and underlying principles of missional education are the
same. In this edition of Glad Tidings, I would like to share with
you some developments in this new programme.

What is the vision for teacher education?
For many years already, we at Mukhanyo have been aware of a
need in our area for better-qualified Christian teachers to assist in
government schools. Many schools in the area lack properly qualified teachers. In addition the scarcity of other resources for child
education, local school administrators struggle to find qualified
teachers who have the necessary qualifications and ability to
facilitate classroom learning. Local research has identified this
need, and it has been confirmed by national statistics as well.
Mukhanyo
Theological College

So what can be
done to improve
local schools? In the
last nine months,
Mukhanyo
has
hosted several public meetings to dialogue with teachers about
pressing problems in local schools.
The response has been overwhelming. So we have explored
various possibilities and have now developed a new programme
to help address local needs.
Our vision for this new programme is to assist schools by
equipping Christian teachers. We have entered into an agreement
with Northwest University (NWU) and the Academy for
Professional Enhancement in Education (APEE) to become a
study centre of NWU for continuing teacher education. This
means Mukhanyo is teaching schoolteachers in KwaMhlanga
who will receive an accredited degree from NWU upon
completion of their studies.
Mukhanyo Theological College is already accredited with the
South African Council for Higher Education and registered with
the Department of Education (2009/HE08/002) to provide
theological education at various levels. We are now also
authorizing to facilitate continuing teacher education at three
levels: the National Professional Diploma in Education, the
Advanced Certificate in Education, and the Bachelor of Education
Honours courses.

Why is this vision important for our ministry?
Mukhanyo has been educating pastors for many years. Our
vision has always been to educate local church leaders for the
work of Christian ministry. Equipping the saints for Church
leadership and Christian ministry is still the central focus of our
vision. But we also see the strategic importance of training school
4

teachers.
Church leaders and other Christian ministry workers can reach
many people for gospel witness. Hundreds of former Mukhanyo
students are presently serving church communities, and we
continue to pray for the Lord’s blessing on these ministries. We
also pray now that Mukhanyo will be used to better equip
Christian teachers so that they can also reach many people for
gospel witness. Indeed, schoolteachers are often closer to the
families in each community, and thus closer to the specific needs
of the rising generation.
Mukhanyo has recognized the vast need for properly trained
schoolteachers as a strategic opportunity to reach local
communities with practical Christian witnesses. Our goal is to
start by training (and re-training) local school teachers who have
at least five years of teaching experience, so that these teachers can
better minister to the needs of children in the surrounding
communities.

Who will participate in this new programme?
The Continuing Teacher Education programme at Mukhanyo is
being led by Dr. Martin Human. Martin came to Mukhanyo with
years of experience in educational administration; his last position
before retiring was serving as the Director of Tshwane (Pretoria)
North schools for the Department of Education. Martin is also
working closely with Prof. Manie Spamer of NWU and Mr. Theo
Bhengu of APEE to make Mukhanyo’s new programme a success.

Dr. Brian DeVries, a teacher enrolling for the program,
and Dr. Martin Human

The administration of this programme at Mukhanyo is under
the oversight of Mukhanyo’s new Registrar, Mr. Hendrik Otto.
Hendrik is a member of the Reformed Church Centurion and has
joined Mukhanyo with years of teaching experience at UNISA and
as a registrar of companies.

Hendrik Otto with several teachers enrolling in the programme
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Martin and Hendrik have identified the Christian lecturers who
will lead the courses. These Christian lecturers teach the learners
from a Christian worldview. We are also supplementing the NWU
curriculum with a few additional classes that teach biblical
doctrine, biblical pedagogy, and biblical counselling for hurting
children.

Dr. Martin Human with several teachers enrolling
in the programme

Programme enrolment took place in March and classes started
in early April. There are approximately fifty students for this first
year, enrolled in two programmes: the Diploma and the B.Ed
Honours. We hope to increase our students and programmes next
year if all goes well.
Continuing education courses are offered every other Saturday
since all students in the programme are also busy teaching during
the week at local schools. This means that the Mukhanyo facilities
– the buildings, library, kitchen, office staff, etc. – are used more
efficiently without interfering with our present theological
courses during the week.

How can you help Mukhanyo achieve this vision?
Mukhanyo is thankful to say that many people have been
working to make this programme a success. But without the
Lord’s blessing, we cannot expect any lasting value or long-term
benefit to the local school communities. So we especially ask that
you pray for the Lord’s blessing of this vision and everything we
are doing to make it a successful reality.
You may also want to participate in this programme yourself,
either by donating financially for the ongoing operational
expenses, or by joining the Teachers Education staff at Mukhanyo.
Godly Christian individuals with previous experience in teachers’
training are invited to send their resumé or CV to me.
Please join with us in thanking the Lord for the privilege to
serve in His ministry vision and for the initial success we have
already seen with this new programme. We will continue to covet
your prayers as we together seek to advance Christ’s kingdom in
southern Africa.

SOUTH AFRICA – The Lord Vividly Shows the Way
Jane Korevaar

God’s ways are so much higher than our ways and beyond our
comprehension that the Lord may be praised. When leaving South
Africa after a 2 week stay in October 2008 I had a deep sense of
grief as the work to be done was so large, and I prayed that the
JUNE 2010

Lord would bring more labourers. While back at my daily work
with a major grocery retailer that I was employed by for 30 years,
several work reorganizations occurred and I continued to gain
more responsibilities. Then on January 20th I was suddenly laid
off from my job (as were several of my colleagues). Upon my
return home that day, I went for my Bible and read from Psalm
25:1, 4, 5, and 8: “Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. Show
me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth,
and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I
wait all the day. Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he
teach sinners in the way”. These words were especially laid upon
my heart and the Lord brought great comfort and calm with His
Word. When talking to my parents, I was also reassured by them
that God knows all. During the evening an email was sent by a
friend, and after hearing I was laid off from work, she wrote back
with, “Obviously God has another plan for you.”
During this time many people called and emailed with words of
encouragement and at times disbelief. With each telephone call
and email I grew more confident that this was the Lord’s path that
He had chosen for me. Isaiah 41:10, 13 “Fear thou not, for I am
with thee, be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen
thee; yea I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness. For I the LORD thy God will hold thy
right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.” were
especially used when I felt some trepidation. The Lord had closed
a door and He would open a new one. The prayers of many were
raised up on my behalf. Many Bible readings spoke so vividly,
such as the teachings in John 10 about the Good Shepherd and His
sheep. The severance package from my employer had a clause
which would reduce the amount of the money owing from the
salary continuation to less than 50% if a new job was obtained. I
was willing to volunteer. After connecting with Dr. Brian DeVries,
he advised that Mukhanyo Theological College could use my
experience with the Distance Learning Program. We would both
prayerfully consider this. Later that evening Isaiah 42:6-10 “I the
LORD have called thee...” was used mightily to stir me up.
I was rather apprehensive to let my parents know about this
far-away opportunity and decided I would let them know on
Sunday at lunch while I was visiting them. My Mom was home
from church and my thoughts were to let both parents know at
the same time as I did not want to have to convince them twice. I
handed my Mom the March Glad Tidings magazine which had
the South African Pioneer’s Translation of 1 Cor. 13. She was
reading it and then looked up to ask if I was going to South Africa.
My reply was that I had talked to Pastor Brian and that this was a
possibility. She then asked how long I was going for and replied
with possibly 18 months. She was astounded by this but then Dad
returned from church Mom said, “Jane has good news.” He
asked, “Are you going to South Africa?” I was so deeply humbled
with the Lord’s dealings.
On Tuesday night I received an email from Pastor Brian which
indicated “You are welcome with open arms.” The following
morning I called Pastor Brian to let him know that I was very
interested in the volunteer position with Mukhanyo. Pastor Brian
indicated that this was an answer to prayer, and I then exclaimed
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that God had also answered my prayers. It was decided that I
would begin steps to obtain a volunteer visa and hopefully arrive
some time prior to Pastor Brian’s departure on March 24th. All of
this and much more happened within 4 weeks of being laid off
from work! The Lord’s hand was very evident during the visa
process. Here are some examples:
- The first appointment available for the medical assessment was
in 13 days, however, when I called a day later to ask about any
cancellations, I received an appointment within 3 business days.
The doctor did not want to fill in the medical assessment form as
I had not had a physical examination done in the last year. I let
her know how it would affect the visa process and then she
proceeded to fill it in.
- I was advised that the Police Clearance could take up to 10 days
to process. I let them know how this would affect the visa process
and was advised to contact a woman in another police station and
give her all the details of the mission work that I would be doing
and that she would process it very quickly. I called her the next
morning and was advised that she would process as soon as she
received it. It was ready for pick up in three days.
- Proof of Medical Insurance took 3 days to process but one of the
unexpected requirements was a form indicating health insurance
eligibility for the entire length of the absence from Canada. I
called to find out what was required and then rushed to an office
in Toronto with my identification in hand and reached the office
by 3:45 p.m. Once I had completed the required form, to my
surprise only 5 people were waiting ahead of me (this is rare
indeed). The clerk serving me advised me at about 10 minutes
into the process that I would need to wait four weeks to receive a
new Health Card with a photo on it as my current card was the
old format and was not pulling up my file. I explained to him
how this would affect the visa process and then he asked if I had
a birth certificate with me (which I did and only because I left the
house in such a rush did I grab all identification). The birth certificate did bring up my file and he proceeded. At 4:45 p.m. I had
the eligibility letter in hand. I was truly amazed.
- My visa was ready at the South African consulate 22 days after
starting this process.
Some tiny (but large) details that came together were
indications of more prayers answered:
- My friend Lynn came over for dinner and offered to come to my
house once a week to check on things. This would relieve my Dad
from making as many visits.
-Another friend Betty, whom I had met at a Sola Scriptura conference in Toronto last September when Dr. Beeke was a speaker,
gave me the CDs from a more recent conference that I could not
attend. I then mentioned how providential it was that she had
given me the CDs as I was looking for some to take with me. She
poured another cup of tea and then left for a bit and came back
with a pile of CDs from every Sola Scriptura conference she has
ever attended. She also added that once I have finished listening
to them I should donate them to Mukhanyo.
On the Wednesday evening prior to my leaving for South
Africa, we had a Prayer Day service as well as the “send off” for
me conducted by Pastor Overbeek with a church farewell potluck
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dinner before the service.

Anna, Pastor Don,
Eve, Jodi & Sarah
Overbeek

Pastor
Overbeek
read parts of our
three forms of unity,
and parts of other relevant forms and
prayers in the back of
the Psalter. The sermon was on Acts 4, “They marvelled; and took knowledge of
them, that they had been with Jesus” and also “For we cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard”. The doxology
was Psalter 195. I was overwhelmed at the greatness of the work
to be done.
After more farewells with family and friends, on Monday,
March 15 my parents took me to the airport for departure. I
arrived in Johannesburg on March 16th , within four weeks of
starting the visa process! Pastor Brian met me there with a warm
welcome and then I was graciously hosted at the Miskins’ home in
Kilner Park, Pretoria.
In front of
the College

At
the
College we
soon had a
Mukhanyo
Distance
Program
meeting
with all the
parties
involved.
This really put the entire project into perspective: who markets the
Program, who operates the cameras, who creates the DVD’s, who
edits the material, who critique’s the content, the location of material that was completed, and what is in progress. One distance site
has completed a course and is in progress with another. We also
plan to follow up with the opportunities to roll out the Program to
many more groups which are
interested. Please keep this
Program in your prayers so that
many pastors and teachers may
be taught and enabled to spread
the excellencies and gospel of the
Lord. (See March Glad Tidings
article by Dr. Brian DeVries for
more information).)
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Peter Masanabo who videotapes
the lectures for the Distance
Program
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Half of the congregation in Hammanskraal

Since my arrival in South Africa, I have gone to church in
Hammanskraal and in Rietvallei and also to Bible Studies in
Pretoria and Benoni. I have done a Bible Study and a craft at
Nakekela Clinic with a patient support group that comes in on
Friday mornings.

Simon Burdett, Dori Averink, Jane Korevaar and
Dr. Brian DeVries outside of the MCDC office

After checking out several garden flats, I moved on April 1 into
a furnished residence which is a separate portion of a house in
Roodeplaat. The owners of the house said they were praying for
the right person to live here. By April 9, I purchased and took
possession of a car (which meant opening a bank account,
transferring money from Canada and obtaining insurance). The
Lord has provided exceeding abundantly more than I could ask
or think.
It is with great thankfulness to the Lord for His providential
ways that I request fervent prayer that He may bless these
endeavours and crown them with His favour, for the extension
of His kingdom.

Pastor Oupa Nkoana, Dr. Sonja and Rev. Arthur Miskin
in Hammanskraal

My first day at the College during
Wednesday morning Chapel

Residents happy to be at the Old Age Home

Patient Support Group at Nakekela

This was followed with a visit to Ehukhanjeni Old Age Home.
I have also met with the Family Development Workers that I
worked with in my last trip and did a Bible Study and craft with
them. I have also been privileged to use Pastor Brian’s bakkie
(pick-up truck) during his absence and learned the skill of driving
on the opposite side of the road compared with our practice in
North America.
JUNE 2010

ZAMBIA – 2006 and 2010 Comparison
Mirjam Molenaar

The Molenaar’s hosted the Women’s Conference at Covenant
College on Saturday, April 17th and hoped to get an article in.
However, Rev. Cees Molenaar was sick for a couple of days and
not feeling well again as this went to be published. Please pray
that the Lord will heal all the affects of malaria.

Glad Tidings
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
HARRISON, ARKANSAS
Joshua Silvy

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?
and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! Rom. 10:14-15
Greetings from Harrison Arkansas! How wonderful it is to
share “from our neck of the woods” (as we would say in
Arkansas) with all of you the great work that God has set before
us. The Reformed Church over the last year has been involved in
several different forms of outreach and evangelism in order to
spread the precious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Evangelism Classes and Outreach
In September of this year we held five intensive evangelism
classes for the purpose of instructing our church body in one-onone evangelism and open air preaching. These classes primarily
consisted of demonstrating the proper use of the law and gospel
in evangelism. In an area where evangelism largely consists of
leading someone in a prayer, asking them to church, or inviting
them to a youth event, we are under deep conviction to let the
Word of God speak in this area. The focus of these classes (besides
the basics do’s and don’ts of evangelism) was centered on the use
of the law to bring about the knowledge of sin and presenting the
healing balm of the gospel to needy sinners. Those who took part
were given training on such things as the common pitfalls to
avoid in evangelism, a Christ honoring demeanor in our
approach to evangelism, as well as the opportunity to listen to
and interact with live recordings of street evangelism.
As a result of the evangelism classes and a desire to see all of us,
as God’s people, put into practice the things we had learned our
church organized an evangelistic outreach on Reformation Day in
the downtown area of Harrison. This evangelistic outreach was a
wonderful opportunity for our church to participate in the handing out of gospel tracts as well as informational church literature
on What is a Christian and What is Reformed. In addition to these
activities, many of the youth and adults were able to participate
in one-on-one evangelism at the Harrison City Park and square.
The results, though they may have gone relatively unseen for the
moment, no doubt honored the charge to “go” and give account,
to bring the glorious good news of our precious Savior Jesus
Christ.
In-home Bible Studies
The evangelistic efforts previously mentioned have further
increased an already passionate vigor for expressing the gospel in
all three of our geographic locations. The fruit of this can be seen
no better than in the increase of attendance at our in-home Bible
studies (particularly in the Southern Bible group located in Leslie,
Arkansas). These Bible studies provide a wonderful opportunity
not only for our members to learn and grow in Christ, but also the
chance to invite those they have invested in at work, school and
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other events. Currently we are doing studies in Romans, 1
Timothy and Jude, continuing the Word-centered approach of
both our church and evangelism efforts. The Bible study locations
in Leslie and Pyatt specifically provide The Reformed Church
with an outstretched arm to those individuals that may not have
the means to attend church in Harrison. Through these efforts we
are seeing the gospel go forth and relationships built to the glory
of God.

Marshall Prison Ministry
This is a newly developing ministry for our church, one from
which we expect great things from and for the Lord in the future.
We currently visit the prison in Marshall Arkansas to share the
gospel and provide support to prison inmates. This ministry,
though in the beginning stages for our church that just recently
installed office bearers, has provided a wonderful opportunity
for our elders, deacons and church members to share the gospel
in an environment that provides a perfect stage. In my
experience, there is perhaps no easier place to share the gospel
than with those who are in chains. Men and women in prison are
searching for answers and freedom. Though many of them
undoubtedly will find jailhouse religion that dissipates shortly
after their release, enough cannot be said of the opportunity to
bring the gospel to men and women bound by four walls. As I
have explained to our elders and deacons, there is nothing but air
and opportunity to witness of the Lord Jesus Christ in this
environment and it is the Lord’s business who He calls to
Himself. I have no delusions of the possibility that many who
profess Christ never truly repent and trust the Savior. However,
this should not deter us from our calling to share the gospel “in
season and out of season.” Thus, I would implore us as Christians
to “bring the glad tidings,” as Rom. 10:14-15 has called us to do.
I must tell of one experience during my first visit to the Marshall
prison. Upon attending a small Bible Study for the inmates led by
another Pastor, I was able to converse with at least a few of the
inmates. After sharing the gospel with one young man who has
attended our church, I was attempting to leave and, oh, how the
Lord arrested me by the voice of one calling out “You forgot one!”
As I looked at my feet (just before the door I was to exit from)
there was a man in what they call “the hole” who from a tiny hole
in the door begged me to talk for a while and pray with him. I
immediately thought to myself “Thank you, Lord!” and
proceeded to speak to a young man who advised me that he had
been in and out of the Marshall prison since he was sixteen years
of age. Kevin (as I will now refer to him) began to pour out his
heart to me about how, upon his release, he wanted to turn things
around to ensure he would never be back. He talked of how he
had gone to church in his youth and how he didn’t know what
happened, but that the Lord just seemed to get put behind him.
All the while, in listening to this young man, my heart stirred
within me as the stories he told were all too familiar to me. The
stories of a lost man making continual promises to God about
how he would soon turn his life around. As I continued to listen,
the Lord impressed upon me the need to gently advise Kevin of
the difference between what the Bible calls worldly sorrow and
godly sorrow. I demonstrated for Kevin how in my own life I had
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been filled with the first kind of sorrow and how despite all my
efforts to change I was never able to. I then took him before the
law of God and showed him in a gentle way that man cannot
change in and of himself; he is completely hostile towards a holy
and righteous God. I explained to Kevin that it wasn’t until I saw
myself as I truly was—a poor and rotten sinner who had broken
all of His laws—and God as He truly was—a holy, righteous and
just judge who will not pardon sin—that I was able to see the
glory of the cross.
At that point there was no other place to take Kevin but to the
foot of that cross. So I entreated him to consider his sins and all
his hostile rebellion towards the holy, righteous and perfect God.
From there I led him to the foot of Calvary’s cross and asked Him
to look upon it. I implored him to consider that the very One,
whose Name he had cursed and blasphemed with every breath of
his being, was the One who had hung on that cross. From there I
prayed with Kevin simply that God would help him to see the
great gulf between his sins and Christ’s righteousness and that he
would truly repent and put his trust in the Savior. As we ended
in prayer Kevin was in tears and thanked me, and though I will
never judge a man’s heart based on the outward expression of his
emotions, I will say that that young man heard the gospel that
day and as Paul said, “I held nothing back.” He was given the
only news that could ever save a man from himself. My prayer is
that Kevin takes himself before the law of God and then to Jesus
each and every day until the Spirit works repentance and true
godly sorrow in his heart. Kevin now knows that he is without
excuse and in that I rest and pray that the Lord would see fit to
save a young man from the only real prison he needs escape from,
the prison of his sin.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

Tell the Truth: The Whole Gospel to the Whole Person by
Whole People - Will Metzger
Will Metzger provides us with a training manual on the message
and methods of God-centered witnessing. The problem of gospel
reductionism among today’s evangelistic practices is addressed
while Metzger explains the essential content of the biblical gospel
message. He shows how the aim of the gospel is more than
mental assent; its purpose is true heart conversion. He also
demonstrates how grace is the foundation for evangelism, and
provides helpful advice on communicating the gospel personally.
(Paperback, 272 pages, IVP Books) $15.00/$12.00
William Carey and the Missionary Vision - Daniel Webber
Reading this book opens our eyes to the inauguration of what is
referred to as the modern mission movement. This book tells the
heroic story of William Carey’s passionate advocacy for world
missions. Beyond Daniel Webbers’s investigation of the life and
work of Carey in relation to his grand vision, this book reprints
Carey’s classic treatise An Enquiry into the Obligations of Christians
to Use Means for the Conversion of the Heathens and Andrew Fuller’s
address “On Delay in Religious Concerns.” (Paperback, 128
pages, Banner of Truth Trust) $10.00/$7.50
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Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
Summer is here again! How faithful and wonderful God is when
we experience the changing of the seasons. Summer is a great time
to enjoy God’s beautiful creation. Do you hope to go hiking,
camping or maybe canoeing? Look around you at the majesty God
has displayed for you to see. What you see in creation is only a
small glimpse of the power of God. God is all-powerful. Not only
does He control the changing of the seasons, He also controls the
salvation of the souls of sinners. He has the power to create new
life in a soul, where before there was only death. He can change the
hearts of adults and the hearts of children. If God has worked His
power in your heart and life, will you ask Him to help you speak
to others about Him?
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke

Mission Trip to Mexico – Mandy Beeke
When I close my eyes, I’m back in Mexico. And I see the big brown
eyes of little children gazing up at me with complete trust and
contentment. I see their smiles revealing all different shapes and
sizes of teeth. I hear their carefree laughter and I feel their little
arms wrapped tightly around my waist. I reach out to hug them
back and pull them close to my heart, but my hands grasp at thin
air and my heart holds only memories. Memories that I treasure
and relive time and again. Memories that make me smile and
laugh mixed with memories that make me want to cry. I cry for
their poverty, for their futures that look so bleak, for the fact that I
could do nothing for them but love them and hold them and treasure them. But when the tears subside, I realize I can still smile, for
God is not a God of time or place, but He is everywhere present.
His hand not only upholds their little lives but He also paints each
detail with precision. He knows of their poverty, He knows their
future and He can do more for them than any human could ever
do. I can entrust these little children into the hands of a capable
God who has created them in the first place.
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With joy I relive the moments of my mission trip to Mexico with
the youth group of the Heritage Reformed Congregation of
Jordan. We arrived at the mission on Saturday morning. As we
bumped along in the box of the red pick-up, my eyes were not the
only ones filled with surprise at the sight of the garbage that
layered the ground and with pity for the families that lived in the
small huts that spotted the landscape. And I didn’t know how
thankful I was for colour until all that met the eye was brown and
dusty and colourless! We arrived nonetheless, already more
grateful for what we have back home.

never die. But something struck me that week as I worked among
those with a language I did not know. I realized how vital actions
are in spreading the Gospel of Christ. Words are important, but
as the saying goes “Actions speak louder than words.” As I
hugged those children close to my heart, as I smiled up at the
elderly, as I communicated with smiles and gestures to the young
mothers, I could only pray that love would make a difference in
their lives…and that Christ would do the rest. There was nothing
more we could do than pray that the love of Christ would reach
their lives.

Within barely a minute of their feet touching the ground, the
guys were nailing together the four walls of the first house they
planned to build. The girls looked around at the few children that
were at the mission already. I must admit, I wondered at first how
our relationships would be able to grow without being able to
communicate properly. I need not have worried since sign
language became so normal I started using it with my friends!
Needless to say, if I were to list every detail of our trip, I’m afraid
this article would be very long, so let it suffice to say that the week
continued much as it did that Saturday.

Sumba Child Sponsorship Program

Beginning on Monday, the girls taught VBS. Rosemary translated the lessons that the girls had prepared and we all appreciated
the fact that we could share the Gospel with these young children.
As Pastor instructed us, behind each cute face is a soul that will
JUNE 2010

Denise VanBrugge

The Pengharapan Children's Home in Tana Mbanas, Sumba
opened its doors in 2002 and is currently home to over 70
children. Many of these children are in need of medical attention
as they arrive seriously sick and malnourished. In addition to the
medical care that the children receive, the Pengharapan
Children's Home provides these children with a place to call
home, where they are loved, cared for and taught from the Word
of God with a Christian education at the local Rehoboth Chrisitan
School. If you can help this invaluable endeavour; please
consider sponsoring a child for $30.00 per month ($360.00 per
year). Cheques should be written out to HRC Mission Fund with
an indication that it is for the Sumba Child Sponsorship Program.
A photo of the child
(children) you are
sponsoring will be
sent to you. For
more information
please
contact
Denise VanBrugge at
mvanbrugge@execulink.com or (519)
424-3667.
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MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Mission Friends,
We are thankful for the generosity witnessed as noted in the updated financial
report for the months of January through March 2010. Again we were enabled to
support our mission endeavours. Our prayer is that we may continue to prayerfully assist our missionaries/ministers throughout this new year. May our eyes be
directed on high, where the heavenly King sits enthroned. He has all things in
control; guiding, leading, and providing for the daily needs and spiritual
necessities. No doubt, this is a great comfort for us who labour in and contribute
for missionary work. Please continue to remember the missionaries and ministers
with their families in prayer and support. Once again we express our sincere
thanks for your contribution and assistance toward mission efforts. May it be
performed for God’s glory and for the extension of His kingdom.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – January - March 2010 (US$)

Children that are
lovingly looked
after at the
Pengharapan
Children’s Home

Bible Quiz - Grass

1. On which day did God create grass?
2. What two men searched for grass to save their horses?
3. Who mentioned a behemoth eating grass?
4. What king ate grass as oxen do?
5. How many people sat on the grass and were miraculously fed?
6. Who mentioned the grass which…”is cast into the oven”?
7. Who had a vision of green grass being destroyed by hail and
fire?
8. What prophet, in a vision, saw a grasshopper eating grass?

Opening Balance January 1, 2010*
Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Word and Deed Transfers In
Total Income

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Glad Tidings Publishing Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
Mukhanyo College
Covenant College
Other Mission Travel
Transfer to Tent-Making Fund
Word and Deed Transfers Out
Zambia Mercy Funds
South Africa Mercy Funds
Emergency Fund
GIC Pension Purchase
Total Expenses
Closing Balance March 31, 2010

$

$ 101,354.38
100.00
6,000.00
107,454.38

$

342.53
1,424.06
3,559.50
46,437.20
20,085.50
5,149.72
20,000.00
300.00
1,312.00
6,992.50
6,000.00
600.00
3,716.40
1,981.42
30,000.00
$ 147,900.83

$

Please note: GIC Purchase is not included as an income item
HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance January 1, 2010*
Income: HRC Congregations
Transfer from General Mission
Currency Exchange – Gain / Loss
Expenses: Bank Service Charges
Tent Ministry Support
Closing Balance March 31, 2010

95,843.64

55,397.19

$ 46,681.68

10,021.98
6,992.50
(319.16)
37.67
8,071.02

$ 55,268.31

*Discrepancies with the opening balances will be explained at a later date.
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The height of grass in Roodeplaat, South Africa in April
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Dr. Brian & Lanae
DeVries on April 9, 2010

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Jayden Krul Birthday– June 6
• The upcoming trip to Mukhanyo Community Development Centre of
• Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday - July 24
Thomas Hook and Eric Greendyk from Franklin Lakes, New Jersey
• Obed Molenaar Birthday – August 12
Contact Information:
Dr. Brian & Lanae DeVries, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net Mobile:
27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR FOR HAITI

r FOR INDONESIA

r FOR OTHER_______________________________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Awake, O Christian

Awake, O Christian, from thy sleep,
And heed thy brother’s call!
He cries to thee across the deep,
Where darkest shadows falls.
From sin and guilt and wretchedness
He knows not where to flee;
Go tell him how the Lord can bless!
Thy brother calls to thee.

’Mid deepest gloom and darkest night
He lifts his helpless hands;
Can aught but Jesus give him light
Or break his cruel bands?
Then send, O send the Master’s Word
Across the wide blue sea,
Where Macedonia’s cry is heard!
Thy brother calls to thee.

O save the lost, the sinner turn!
To blind men send the light!
O let thy soul with ardor burn
To lead them to the right;
Then usher in that glorious day,
The kingdom yet to be,
When all shall own the Master’s sway!
Thy brother calls to thee.

JUNE 2010

Glad Tidings

Joseph Berry
Vol. 12 ~ No. 2

Official Publication of the Mission Committee of the Heritage Reformed Congregations

