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Wouter Koster playing guitar during daily devotional time in a tiny
church building in the tent city they were working in.

W h o a r e y o u in v it i n g to c h u r c h n e xt Su n d a y?

e

MEDITATION

the Lord will save them all by His gracious Holy Spirit blessing
the Word of God. Pray that believers will grow in grace and in
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).

Rev. Jan Neels
A Time to be Born, and a Time to Die

“To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven: A time to be
born, and a time to die” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2a).

I clearly recall the first issue of Glad Tidings
magazine. It came out in the spring of 2007. So
this issue represents four complete years of
publishing our denomination’s mission
endeavors. When we stop to remember what has
all happened in those four years, we ask, “Where has the time
gone?” We stand amazed at the goodness and mercy of our faithful
Father in heaven. I was personally involved with the magazine until
the autumn of 2008, when our new Mission Committee chairman,
Mr. John Beeke, took over as editor. We notice that things keep
changing: new missionaries, new mission committee members, new
helpers, etc. What does not change, however, is the eternal Word of
God. It is always relevant, always true, and always applicable.
We often hear and say, “Time flies!” It seems that the older you
become, the faster it flies. Ask any of your elderly friends about this
and they will tell you that it is true. In our daily lives we experience
the rapid passing of time, day after day, week after week, and year
after year. Yet, true as this may be, it is not really accurate to speak of
time as flying. David says in Psalm 90:10, “The days of our years are
threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be
fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon
cut off, and we fly away.” So even if we live to be seventy or even
eighty, it is not time that flies, but ‘we fly away!”
Solomon writes, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to
die” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-2a). You will notice that between the time of
your birth and the time of your death, all you find is a comma. That
little comma represents your life. What you do with your life is of
crucial importance, because Solomon also writes something else in
that same chapter. “I said in mine heart, God shall judge the
righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose
and for every work” (verse 17). Every one of us shall appear before
the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10). This is true; not only for
ourselves, but also for every person we meet. So whenever we meet
someone, we should keep in mind that this person is going to die
and after that the judgment. It is our duty as Christians to bring this
message along with the gospel to all we meet.
This work of missions and evangelism begins at home, yes even in
our own homes, then in our neighborhood, then in our cities, and
then beyond. We fly away! We do not know if we will have another
opportunity to speak to our neighbor. Let us take very seriously
what Paul writes, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be
ye reconciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). Let us strive to bring the Holy
Word of God into the life of every one of our contacts.
Those of you who already know and love the Lord Jesus Christ,
remember that it is by grace alone that you are saved. Let us pray on
a regular basis for each person we meet in our daily work. Pray that
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EDITORIAL
The Gospel Net
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
David Livingstone, one of the great
missionary pioneers to Africa, in his application
to the London Missionary Society was asked of
his view on a missionary's duty and object. He
is quoted as saying, "The missionary's object is
to endeavor, by every means in his power, to
make known the Gospel by preaching,
exhortation, conversation, instruction of the young; improving, so
far as in his power, the temporal condition of those among whom
he labors, by introducing the arts and sciences of civilization, and
doing everything to commend Christianity to their hearts and
consciences." After some theological and pastoral training by Rev.
Richard Cecil and meeting with Dr. Robert Moffat who had
recently returned from Africa, he set out on his commission; little
knowing what was in store and committing himself to God's care.
After traveling over 30,000 miles through many dangers, his body
now rapidly failing with pain and exhaustion, he said, "I commit
myself to the Almighty Dispenser of events." Soon after he died
and his missionary's duty and object was ended, but God's object
was not. More and more missionaries came to these heathen
lands and tribes bringing the gospel, continuing to this very day.
How remarkable that the missionary's object remains the same
now as it was then. Is it not because God's purpose or object
always remains the same? Jesus Himself gave the commission in
Mark 16:18, "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature." The harvest today is as white and ready as it was
in the Bible times or in the time when Livingstone lived. Let us
pray that God would use more laborers in his vineyard. May there
be those of the younger generation praying that they may be
useful in God's Kingdom, praying, "Lord, use me."
We acknowledge the Lord for his care over our missionaries in
Africa, namely, the DeVries’, the Miskins and the Molenaars. May
He continue to uphold and strengthen them as missionary work
does come with many hardships. Let us pray for the Molenaars
that God would lead them to a new station in Africa suitable for
them and their family.
Friends, what is the object of our life? Should it not be in a
certain degree the same as the missionary's object? Although we
may not be an ambassador of Christ sent out to preach the gospel,
should it not be our object to speak well of Christ as the way of
salvation where opportunities exist to whoever crosses our path?
May we be more mindful of our calling that God requires of us,
asking God to help us fulfill our duties daily. Let us never forget
the missionary's object.

Glad Tidings

Blessings, John Beeke
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
CAMBODIA – Student Book Reports
Darryl Dedert

It has been a joy to introduce students at Logos International
School to books that are sound and that challenge them spiritually and intellectually. I have my personal library accessible to the
students and they make good use of it. An important part of my
Apologetics class is the book reports students do. I thought it
might be interesting for you to read some of their (unedited)
responses to the books they chose last semester.

When People are Big and God is Small by Edward T. Welch
“I did not know that the fear of man could be so bad until it goes
to placing humans as our idols—replacing God with human,
fearing men more than God. However, it is still hard for me to
only fear God. I tend to care what others think of me. I want their
approval and their love as well. This is a task for me to overcome
by learning more about God I believe through scripture and
prayers because I now know that the more I know about God, the
more I will be amazed by His power, touched by His love, and be
feared by His wrath. This book certainly helped me to wake up
from my deep sin of putting others first rather than God.” –
Solomon
Wasted Faith by Jim Elliff
“This book is so well written that it motivates me to stop and
check my own faith. I learned so much from this book that I went
through days trying to get my family members to read the book.
I finished the book in one day. It is that good. I have a confession
to make; the main reason I choose the book is simply because I
thought I already knew so much about faith. How wrong I was.
I was so prideful that God needs to use this book to teach me the
lesson of pride.” - Rachel

True Discipleship by William MacDonald
“I would recommend this book to others who have struggles
being broken so Christ can become their Lord. I would recommend this book to others because it’s not just a book of lessons to
those who want to be true disciples, but it also talks about our
Savior, about His commandments, and about His Words so those
who are lost can be found when they read this book. Like me,
pride has blinded me for too long to recognize it or even notice it;
but after reading this book, I wanted to become a different
person. I wanted to be a person that is broken and in need of
Christ, of His grace, love and mercy.” - Pov

Idols of the Heart by Elyse Fitzpatrick
“One thing that struck me is that even Christians can be capable
of possessing idols. Our hearts are darkened by sin and are
constantly falling back because we allow our idols to hinder us
from embracing Christ. I possess many idols in my heart, though
it was not obvious to me before I read this book. Mine was a good
camera and photography abilities. I obsessed about getting one.
I actually never thought about this desire as an idol, until I filled
in the list of questions to identify my idol. I am still working on
crushing this idol. I find it very hard. This book has helped me a
lot, in distinguishing what my idols are, learning how to crush
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them, and to embrace Christ alone. Though I am still in the second
stage, I believe the Holy Spirit can help me, for my flesh is too
weak to do it alone.” - Rena

Walking as He Walked by Joel R. Beeke
“This book was very clear and biblical. The author uses many
personal experiences. Another point that I really admired is that
the author addresses his readers as “dear believers”, or “brother”,
and other friendly terms. This really attached the readers to the
book and gives them a sense that the book addresses them
directly. This book helped me to grow in many ways. I learned that
sometimes God needs to break me down into pieces. During these
times I might not understand but the result is that He is shaping
me into a new shape, and preparing me to do his work. It made me
think how I can walk like Jesus did. It makes me think about my
actions, my life, and what I speak. Do I reflect Christ?” - Anna
Please pray for continued blessing on the students at Logos and
upon their studies. Even though we are far away our minds and
hearts are often “in” Cambodia. We continue to pray that the Lord
will use these students mightily in the country of Cambodia.

Logos
students
doing
outreach to
neighborhood
children

School
children
in the
rice
fields

HAITI – Homes for Haiti
Jason & Will Krul

Rainy season is here and for post-earthquake Haiti it’s devastating. Most mornings the sun comes up bright and early, but almost
every afternoon dark clouds roll in. Usually there is very little
warning, the sun is out and then all of a sudden the sky darkens
with clouds and rain begins to pour down. This is not just
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ordinary rain, not just a drizzle or a sprinkle, but rain so powerful
you are drenched to the bone in less than 10 seconds. Rain so
intense, it turns streets into rivers in a matter of minutes. Imagine
living in a tent or under a tarp in those conditions. Imagine what
it’s like to have no place to stay dry because your home, your
shelter, is too thin, too worn, and too inadequate to keep out the
elements. Imagine not being able to escape the mud, because as
soon as it rains the floor of your tent or shelter becomes a thick,
oozing, muddy
mess. I don’t
think we can
really comprehend what that is
like.
Some of the
tents people are
living in.

A woman
and her baby
sleep in this
“shelter” at
the site where
the teams are
building
houses.

Last night, during another heavy rainstorm, I was talking to
Denise who was in the kitchen with me, helping with the dishes.
“Those poor people in tents” she sighed as she stared out the
window at the rain coming down. “I remember what it was like
before I lived here, when only Anoud worked and lived here and
I lived with our two children in Canopy Verte (a small tin shack
town several miles away). Every time it rained like this I would
feel so helpless. Everything would get soaking wet and I couldn’t
even keep my children dry.” “Was there no one there to help
you?” I asked. “No” she responded. “Everyone was in the same
situation. There just wasn’t much that could be done. Sometimes
I would get angry, but once the anger drained I’d just feel helpless
again knowing there was nothing I could do about it. Even when
the rain stopped, we still had to deal with all the mud.” Her eyes
got a faraway look as if for a moment she was transported back in
time to a place where she lived in a four by six foot leaky shack,
perched precariously on the edge of a steep ravine with a toddler
and a baby. “I’m so thankful I live here now and don’t have to
worry about keeping my children safe and dry,” she finally said.
“Me, too” I agreed, not being able to fully grasp what her situation
was like before we moved here and invited her and the kids to live
with us.
My thoughts move to the people who recently had homes built
for them by teams from our home church in Chilliwack, and I
imagine those families saying very similar things to each other.
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What a difference it is, to live in a brand new wood home with a
smooth cement floor and a good tin roof, compared to living
under a flimsy worn-out canvas tent covered with tarps. This is a
home that keeps children safe and dry. No wonder the Haitian
people wanted the teams to stay when it was time for them to
return back to Canada. How happy and thankful they were for
the people who took the time to come and help them rebuild their
homes and lives. People who made it possible for them to take
down their weather-worn tents so that actual houses could be set
up for them to live in. Strangers that showed the love of Jesus by
spending time with them, communicating with them, building
homes with them, sharing God’s Word with them and singing
praises to God with them.

Brian and
Richard Den
Hertog
framing a
home

Pastor
Greendyk
ministering to
the people in
the tent cities
Although to some it may seem like a small thing, to build a basic
wood home with a cement floor and tin roof, only just another
day’s work, to the people here it is life changing. I know and they
tell me time and again that although they have nothing to give to
repay the generosity and kindness of those that came, there is one
thing they can
do, and that is
pray for them.
Let their faith
and trust in God
humble us, and
let us keep them
in our prayers
also.

Glad Tidings

Jason &
Will Krul
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INDONESIA – Sumba Mission
Bill & Marion Sommer

It was nice to spend six weeks with Marion and our children,
visiting friends and family and enjoying our beautiful country.
We also held several mission evenings, which we enjoyed doing;
we felt the love for our work from the people.
We again have experienced the Lord’s protecting hand during
our absence from Sumba.
One Sunday morning during church service, someone set fire to
the field on the east side of the children’s home. The tall grass
was very dry after many months with no rain. The fire spread
very quickly. Ata, one of the staff, saw the fire and ran to the
church to ask for help to fight the fire. Even with many people
helping, the fire raged on and the people were exhausted; as
Christina said, “we could not go anymore”. Then the Lord sent a
large rain shower, which squelched the fire. The walls of the
home were black with soot, but everyone was thankful to the
Lord for sending the rain. The next afternoon someone set fire to
the tall, dry grass at the other side of the home. The fire was about
three meters from the tank with 6000 litres of diesel-fuel and also
very close to the
lumber shed, which
is filled with lumber, when again the
Lord sent a heavy
shower.

Alphons
showing
his scar
This year we hope to have the Christmas program in the school
again as we did last year. When I look at these three pictures from
last year it is overwhelming to see that over three hundred
children spent an afternoon in our school, listening to the Bible
stories and singing together. After this they received a meal and
some new clothes. My heart goes out to God with the prayer,”O
Lord, remember them all in mercy, give them a heart to know
Thee, for to know Thee is eternal life. Convert them, teach them
and bless them. Use us all as a means in Thy hand to help them”.

Burning field

Alphons, who had heart surgery two years ago, needed a heart
operation again. His heart valves were damaged by parasites. Idi
went with him to Jakarta to a hospital especially geared for such
operations. After a month of treatment he had his operation. The
doctors could replace only one valve. Alphons is doing
remarkably well and was allowed to return home, although he
will have to be tested every month for rejection and also be on
anti- rejection drugs for the rest of his life. The cost of the
operation was around $20,000, but again the government paid for
the operation. How the Lord does provide! Through all this
Alphons became
concerned for his
soul. We pray that
the Lord will
answer his and our
prayers for his soul
and all the souls
of the children in
the home and of
the children and
people in the
surrounding area.
4

Alphons
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office will be closed after December 15. In this article, we want to
highlight for you a few of the ministry events during the last
semester.
Two Visiting Lecturers
The teaching staff at Mukhanyo is a multiethnic team of pastors
who all share in common an evangelistic vision for biblical
education. Lecturers usually come from three different areas: local
pastors who teach part-time, former students now serving as
full-time lecturers, and a few international lecturers who work
either part-time or full-time.

Christmas Program

The six teachers from Jakarta have left again. They were a
tremendous help in the school. The principal of the University in
Jakarta came several times to report on their progress and was
pleased with the results. Later we hope to receive two or three
teachers for a two-year contract also paid for by the University of
Jakarta. In all this we may observe the Lord’s hand by providing
for all our needs.
Continue to pray for us and the Sumba Mission. May the Lord
bless all missionary endeavours around the world.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank those who wrote
to us; mail is always appreciated. Even though the future looks
dark, we may trust that the Lord will never leave what His hand
began.
May we remember each other at the throne of grace and mercy.

Feeding the local children

SOUTH AFRICA – Ministry at
Mukhanyo College
Dr. Brian DeVries

The semester at Mukhanyo Theological College is quickly coming
to an end. Students will write exams during November and the
DECEMBER 2010

The “Tuesday” group of lecturers for this block: Dr. Brian DeVries,
Dr. John Carson, Rev. Nicholas Nyawuza, Rev. Thabiso Moeketsi,
Dr. Paul Kruger, Rev. Pascal Nsenga, Alwyn Bezuidenhout

We also invite several visiting lecturers to teach at the college
each semester. These men are chosen for their ability to teach the
Reformed doctrines across various subjects in a simple way. They
echo the teaching of the other lecturers, and in this way
strengthen the overall instruction given.
Two men served Mukhanyo this semester: Dr. Brian Wingard
and Dr. John Carson. Dr. Brian Wingard and his wife Dorothy
were with us for four weeks in July/August. Dr. Wingard is a
missionary pastor-teacher sent out by the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church (OPC). He has taught in Africa for 15 of the last 17 years,
so he understands Africa well.
Dr. John Carson and his wife Sarah-Ellen were with us for four
weeks in October. Dr. Carson is a missionary teacher of the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian (ARP) denomination. He was
the president for many years of Erskine College and Seminary. He
now is “retired” and busy teaching all over the world.

Annual Members Meeting
Mukhanyo Theological College is a non-profit organization that
is owned and overseen by a number of member churches and
organizations. The Mission Committee of Heritage Reformed
Congregations (HRC) is also a member of Mukhanyo’s oversight.
The members come together at least once each year for the
annual members meeting (AGM).
The AGM this year was held on Thursday, August 12. All but
one of the member organizations was present at this meeting.
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There were also several new member churches who asked to join
and a number of observers. We are thankful for the growing
support for the college among member churches, and for their
desire to maintain the strong biblical foundation of our ministry.
The member churches are responsible – among other things –
for appointing the Board of Directors, approving all high-level
decisions, and overseeing all activities of the college. Member
church organizations also provide for the financial needs of the
ministry.

Mukhanyo Distance Development
We are presently reaching more than 100 students at our
campus in KwaMhlanga. But we want to provide Reformed
teaching to more people in southern Africa. The need for sound
biblical instruction is great, and the number of Reformed Bible
schools is small. So we are developing a new programme called
Mukhanyo Distance in order to reach more people.
The Mukhanyo Distance programme uses DVD training
material with a distribution network of local tutors across
southern Africa. Reformed instruction in the classroom is
captured on video so that part-time students in remote areas can
watch and learn with the aid of approved tutors. In this way, we
are empowering local churches to teach their own students using
our Reformed material.
Mukhanyo Distance material is already being used by more
than 40 students in southern Africa, including Swaziland and
Zambia. We expect this number to triple in the next year since we
are busy building relationships with a number of potential
teaching sites.
The most important focus right now, though, is to develop
additional DVD modules and course material. The distribution of
course material is paid for by the students themselves, but the
development of the DVDs and study guides must be covered by
donations. This is how we keep the programme affordable to the
students.

Students in a Distance Class
The entire Distance programme (two years of full-time study),
as accredited by the South African government, has a total of 30
course modules. Each module costs about $5,000 to develop. This
includes video capture in the classroom, professional video
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editing, and study guide development. Our goal is to develop 15
to 20 modules next year, but we can only develop as fast as we
have financial support to cover expenses.
Church Leaders’ Conference
The annual Church Leaders’ Conference at Mukhanyo was
hosted this year on Saturday 9 October. The theme this year was
“The Gospel Messenger” with three related topics. Dr. Arthur
Miskin spoke about the message of the gospel messenger. Pastor
Isaac Maleke, the deputy principal of the college, spoke about the
Christian example of gospel messengers. And Dr. Flip Buys spoke
about the lasting legacy that gospel messengers want to leave.
We are thankful for the excellent attendance at the conference.
Many former students attended, as well as a number of
Mukhanyo Distance students, from several different teaching
sites, who are presently busy with their studies. We pray the
conference will be a blessing to the churches that sent their
leaders, as well as an opportunity to serve additional churches by
training their leaders in the future.

People at the Book Table prior to the start of the conference
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healthy spiritual growth while also competing in the academic
world. We too wrestle with this challenge at Mukhanyo.
During the week, students meet for mandatory prayer time
every Tuesday and Thursday morning. We also have a time for
devotions on Wednesday morning. This is a time for singing,
prayer, and also a short sermon. Lecturers often preach at this
time, and several times a semester we invite other pastors to lead
us.
John Piper led our devotions in October. He had learned about
Mukhanyo from another contact and wanted to visit with his
wife. So we invited him to preach for our devotions, gave his
team a tour of some local ministries, and then had lunch
together before they left.
It was a privilege for the students to meet John Piper in person.
Our students appreciate the digital resources on the Desiring
God website. Piper’s material is well-suited for our students; I
have often used it in my classes. I especially appreciate his strong
biblical arguments against the Prosperity Gospel.

Dr. Brian DeVries speaking with a student, Patrick
Mohlomenyane interpreting to Zulu

Conference attendees

Mukhanyo Students – Jacob from Swaziland, Godfrey from
Zambia, Samaria, Lettie and Frank from South Africa

Pastor Isaac Maleke speaking on the Christian Example of God's
Messenger while Rev. Paul Mahlangu is interpreting to Zulu

Devotions by Dr. John Piper
Spiritual growth of Mukhanyo students is more important than
their growth in academic ability. This has always been the
challenge of formalized theological education: how to promote
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Please Pray for Mukhanyo
These are a few of the ministry highlights from Mukhanyo. We
are now busy planning for the new school year – the office will
open again on January 3, new student orientation starts on
January 11, and the first semester classes start on January 18.
Please continue to pray for the ministries of Mukhanyo
Theological College. Join us in prayer, since only the Lord’s
blessing will give the fruits we desire to see. Southern Africa is a
land of great need. We have seen showers of blessings poured
down on other areas in the past. Pray the Lord will now send
great revival to southern Africa as well, even through our small
ministry efforts at Mukhanyo.

Glad Tidings

Spiritual growth of Mukhanyo students is more
important than their growth in academic ability.
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SOUTH AFRICA – Set to be a Light
Rev. Arthur and Dr. Sonja Miskin

When we left Grand Rapids in January 2006 to start our work for
the Heritage Churches in South Africa, Rev. Foppe VanderZwaag
visited us and shared with us a very significant passage of
Scripture from Acts 10:34 - 38. This passage deals with the
message that Peter brought to Cornelius’s household and largely
describes the ministry of our Lord Jesus during the days of his
visitation on earth. Peter mentions two things in particular:
“…preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ … [He]
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of
the devil; for God was with him….” In many ways these words
have been prophetic because they in some small measure describe
what we have witnessed during these past five years of working
in various missionary settings. Our joy, ultimately, is that our
work is a reflection, however dim, of the ministry of our Lord. We
have seen joyful reception of the gospel accomplished in both city
and village, in first and third world settings, among black and
white, rich and poor. We have laboured with great joy yet also
with sadness, with ease in one sense but with enormous
difficulty in another, with liberty and yet with oppression. We
have seen great good being accomplished among the poor and
needy, the sick being healed by the Great Physician and devilish
forces being demolished by the One who is stronger by far. The
only reason this can be done, as the passage in Acts clearly says,
is because God is with us. This work is often carried out with
gladness and heartache all in the same day, encouragement and
discouragement going hand in hand. Looking back we can
testify that we were often tired and unfaithful and yet our
gracious Saviour remained unchanging and true (2 Tim. 2:13).
Though at times we are perplexed, we are not given to despair.
In general, our family is doing well both physically and
spiritually. The coming of the winter this year was a source of
great apprehension for us as a family because it was around this
time last year that I was admitted to the ICU with severe
asthmatic bronchitis with all of the dreadful consequences. The
fear was that the whole cycle would recur with the change of
weather. The Lord, however, graciously heard the prayers of
many on my behalf regarding my health. I have simply been
amazed at being told by various and unknown people that they
and their churches are praying for us. We are deeply grateful for
the prayers of the righteous, which, the Word tells us, “availeth
much”. I can truly say that the Lord brought me through this
winter unscathed, once again showing me that our help is truly in
the name of the LORD who has made heaven and earth and not
in the strength and wisdom of man (Psa. 118:8, 9).
Our children are rapidly growing up, and that’s just something
we as parents need to come to terms with. Gordon recently turned
22 and Scarlett 20 years – by no stretch of imagination
children anymore. Morgan is our only remaining teenaged child,
which, in a sense, is quite saddening. Academically we are
pleased to note that they are doing very well. Gordon is
completing his third year of a five-year BComm. law degree and
attained several distinctions in his exams last semester. Scarlett is
in her second year and is persuaded that the Lord is calling her to
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teaching, specifically intermediate phase primary school children.
She hopes to pursue this further next year, D.V. Morgan has two
more years of high school left and is still uncertain as to what the
Lord would have her do in future.

Rev. Gerald Procee, Dr. Sonja Miskin, Emma Masanabo, Rev.
Arthur Miskin, Tom Moerdyk at Nakekela

Bible Study, crafts and then lunch at Nakekela
for the patient support group
We have once again experienced a steady stream of visitors
during the second half of this year. Some have visited the
Nakekela Hospice, others Mukhanyo and the Rietvallei church
plant. Bernie Pennings of Word and Deed was with us again
during August as part of his annual visitation of the various
projects in Africa and South Africa.This time around he was
accompanied by Rev. Gerald Procee and Tom Moerdyk of the Free
Reformed Churches of North America. Word and Deed, which
our
Heritage
substantial
support
from
receives
congregations and the annual Niagara Bikeathon, remains a major
funder of the daily running costs at the Nakekela Hospice.
Jane Korevaar of the Bradford congregation has been a
stupendous help in organising the Mukhanyo Distance Program at
Mukhanyo College. She serves as very helpful back-up in
various other areas as well. She has been a joy to receive and has
injected fresh energy into her various places of labour. She also has
joined the English service at Rietvallei and has been put to work
there as well. She had the terrifying experience of being attacked
by a Pit Bull Terrier at the place where she was renting accommo-
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dation, but her trial was used for our good as she took up
residence in our home to recover and convalesce. She was truly a
joy to have in our home. Sarsih Kegel of the Grand Rapids
congregation arrived in early September to take up work in
KwaMhlanga. She and Dori Averink are now sharing an
apartment and we have the pleasure of their company every so
often. We have hosted Dr. John Carson and his wife Sarah-Ellen in
our home and have spent some meaningful time in fellowship
with them. He is past president of Erskine College in North
Carolina and is a Missionary Professor of the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian denomination. He is one of the rotational professors
at Mukhanyo Theological College. We recently had the pleasure
of meeting Dr. John Piper who came to do a chapel
message at the College and we then showed him and his wife
around Nakekela.
The work here is progressing rapidly in particular areas. The
church plant at Ramotse is growing by leaps and bounds. I had
the privilege of recently administering both sacraments at this
burgeoning church. Ten baptisms were performed of which two
were adults. Eighteen individuals did public confession of faith.
Candidate Oupa Nkoana is a zealous evangelist and church
worker, bringing in the lost and the wandering and sparing no
effort in teaching them all things whatsoever the Lord has
commanded (Matt. 28:20). The present church facility holds
around 120 people and the way things are now going it will be too
small within the next year or two. Another tract of land has been
purchased some distance away from the church where a second
congregation is being established (Carousel View). We hope to
have some temporary structure, i.e. a large shack, up and running
within the next few months. It is still our hope to see this man
ordained sometime in the near future as part of the ongoing
ministry of the English Service at Rietvallei. It has been the
intention of the mother church at Rietvallei to call and send Oupa
as a missionary minister in co-operation with the English Service
but, sadly, financial constraints hinder the whole process. Our
hope is to incorporate some of Oupa’s expenses into the English
services’ budget within the coming year. Please pray that the
advance of this growing work would not be hindered by
mundane things such as financial restraints.
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New Members

Candidate Oupa Nkoana & Rev. Arthur Miskin
after the Ramotse Church Buffet
Another project that appears to be progressing rapidly is the
Old Age Home in the KwaMhlanga area (Thokoza). This project
is the brainchild of Anna Ntuli who started off as a care worker
at Nakekela but cared for other frail and elderly persons in her
free time. Increasingly she became burdened by the needs of the
aged in the area and presently provides basic care for around 35
old people, which is way above the present capacity of the
facility she works in. The wonderful thing about this project is
that it started entirely through local initiative and has continued
in this way for the entire year or so of its existence. Word and
Deed have evaluated the project and have approved funding for
improvements to the facilities. This would involve a security
fence around the property and proper ablution facilities for the
old people. It is a joy and pleasure for Sonja and I to come alongside these folk and help them in their long-term objectives, not
only in caring for old and disabled people but also in their witness to the elderly of a better life and a better city, one “which
hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb.11:10).
For this reason, we have asked one of the honours students at
Mukhanyo, Malwande Mdonga, to visit the Old Age Home on
Wednesday afternoons to preach, teach and counsel the folk at
the home. A need for Zulu Bibles has already been expressed. He
recently informed me that the old folk, many of whom are
unchurched, have a hunger for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
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We continue to covet your prayers on our behalf – for physical
health and protection, for progress of the work, especially the
church planting work at Rietvallei and for continued financial
provision of the project at Nakekela. It is our hope to see more
volunteers coming out to South Africa next year to add necessary
skills to the various projects and to experience firsthand what
missionary outreach, in all of its facets, is like in Africa. We assure
you too of our continued prayers for the ministers, members and
ministries of our churches in North America for though we are
separated by distance we are one in the Spirit.
Anna Ntuli of Old Age with some of her 'clients.'
Another one of the students at Mukhanyo, Patrick, is a member
of the board of directors of the home and helps with Sunday
services. Please pray for this essential work, which at this stage is
one of its kind in the area. Pray that building operations may
begin soon and that the gospel may really take root in this little
place of God’s planting.

ZAMBIA – Mission Work as Reflection (3)
Rev. Cees Molenaar

Mirror
Mission work is costly! This is true for missionaries in terms of
personal sacrifices, but it is also true for the church. Mission work
is associated with raising funds, supporting personnel and
projects, supervising expenses and coordinating mission workers.
Now, is there any benefit to the church?
In previous articles (see March and September), we saw that
mission work biblically constitutes a bond of fellowship between
the church and the field; ‘old’ and ‘new’ believers are united by a
relationship of mutuality and partnership. This, I have urged,
should characterize mission work as a two-way movement. Often,
churches are very willing to send, to give, and to teach—but are
we as willing to learn, to receive, and to accept?
In this article we start to look at the mission field as a mirror.
What can the sending church learn from the mission field? How is
the mission field an example for us, and how does it enrich us?
The mission field becomes a mirror in which the church looks at
itself.

Rev. Cees Molenaar drinking tea with some of the students
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Three babies baptized recently at Rietvallei

Back to the basics of life and faith
It is not difficult to observe that life is very basic in many
mission settings. This is often perceived as a negative, certainly for
those living it. It means that the house has one room, that all the
kitchen utensils fit on a little shelf, that you eat what you
harvest, and that fever leads to death. There are few choices,
limited options, and very scarce resources to “solve problems”
such as drought, disease, or poor education.
Similarly, spiritual life seems very basic. Much of Christian life
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deals “simply” with two realities: the darkness one was redeemed
from, and the heaven one hopes for. As an outsider, we may be
looking for more and more diverse spiritual exercises. Common
expression has it that the church in Africa is a river only an inch
deep. Many believers appear not to have advanced beyond the
basics of the Christian faith.
Yet, in another sense, these basics of life and faith become
examples for Christians who have long passed this level. Are
Western believers so much more content with their relative
prosperity than African believers with their relative poverty? Are
we thanking God for our rich meals like they are trusting God for
the next meal? Advancing beyond the basics of daily life easily
leads Christians to separate spirituality from it -- to reserve it for
church, for quiet times, for moments of worship – thus creating a
spiritual world that stands on its own. Many Christians in
mission settings simply have no other means than prayer for
food, for healing, and for means to bury the dead.
Outsiders want indigenous Christians, and often rightly so, to
be more independent, to take responsibility, to plan ahead, and
make life work. Yet, the same outsiders could learn to depend
more on God, to be patient with life’s challenges, to surrender to
God’s plan, and to accept life as He leads it.
Christians in mission settings are examples to other believers to
stay focused on what really counts in life; to live our daily life as
before the face of God; and to look ahead for their eternal home in
Christ.
This first lesson was of a general nature. Let me also point out
other elements that we can glean from the mission field to our
own benefit.

Understanding the Bible
The Bible is the Word of God, spoken in a language and within
a culture that is far from most Christians today. However, at many
mission fields we find comparisons between the local and the
Biblical culture.
To list different examples: the reality of a spiritual worldview;
the importance of family; eating a meal together to show hospitality and express fellowship; women at the well; taking up a yoke;
respect for parents and higher-placed people; the sense of
belonging to a group. To enlarge on this last example, it is much
easier to explain original sin in Zambia, and the way we partook
in Adam’s sin because he represented us, than it would be in most
Western settings. The Western individualist mind revolts against
it and has a hard time to accept this foreign concept; the African
corporate mind recognizes it more easily.
Thus we see that the mission church could greatly help the
mother church to understand the Bible.
Commitment at great cost
Another side of the Christian life at the mission field is
commitment to the work of God. Contrary to the bad examples of
“political” church leaders, we find many pastors, elders, deacons,
members who commit their life to serve the Lord, and that at
great personal expense.
The mission field shows us: pastors who cut down on their own
farming income in order to double their ministry for the church;
elders who not only feel burdened to build the church spiritually,
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but also sacrifice personally for the construction of a simple
worship building; church members who add orphans to their
table not knowing from where to feed their own children.
Perhaps lacking in education and style, they portray some of
the strongest characteristics of servants in the church. Such
examples put many to shame and excite others to follow faithfully in acceptance of their calling.

Covenant College Graduation on October 8, 2010

Rev. Cees and Mirjam with graduating student Batwel
and his wife Faneli
Enviable examples
More examples and areas of learning could be listed. In the
churches here we find expressions of pure and unfeigned joy in the
worship of our exalted Lord. People receive the Word of God as
water to a thirsty soul, often with a fresh appreciation that puts
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our familiarity with Scripture to shame. Drunkards, prostitutes,
sorcerers, idol worshippers repent and come to faith in Christ;
many members were born of non-Christian parents. The sick are
healed by God’s mercy upon the prayers of the church. Those
possessed by evil spirits are delivered in the name of Jesus.
Members pray with boldness for one another.
We observe believers surviving deep challenges in dependency
on the grace of God, while sharing their goods and their faith with
those around them. There is hardly a church that is not involved in
planting one or two other churches! Any Christian with education
and sincere faith is required to contribute and participate in the
church. There is no alternative candidate, and no agenda to hide
behind.
Fitly framed together
As we stand and gaze in this mirror, the sending church
appreciates the bond with the mission field. We start to value our
mutual relationship and yearn to learn and grow up together. We
start to echo Paul’s desire that we should understand the love of
God in Christ with all the saints (Eph. 3:18). We realize we are not
complete and that we can’t reach fulfillment without this fellowship between “old” and “new” believers. We are both members of
one family (Eph. 2:19) and can only become the temple of God as
we grow up together based on the foundation of Apostles and
Prophets, with Christ
the chief corner stone,
“fitly framed together”
(Eph. 2:21).
From such brothers
and sisters we want to
learn more!

JORDAN, ONTARIO

Out of the Cold – Henry Heikoop
This ministry is to "homeless" people in the St. Catharines area. It
is run by several different churches located in the downtown area.
From November through April they provide supper each night, a
place to sleep and breakfast in the morning. There are usually
between 30 - 50 people sleeping over each night, of all ages, both
male and female. Our involvement as a church is once a month
from 9:00 p.m. to midnight. Duties include serving food for latecomers, preparing beds and generally being there for the people.
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Niagara Reformed Bible Conference – Henry Heikoop
Our congregation has been involved in hosting an annual
conference on the last weekend of September. This is hosted in
conjunction with the Vineland and Fenwick (Zion) Free Reformed
churches as well as Immanuel Orthodox Reformed Church
(URCNA). We just completed our 6th annual conference. We have
had well known speakers from the reformed community such as
Dr. Joey Pipa, Dr. C. Venema and most recently Dr. Joel R. Beeke.
The focus has been on "evangelism" and we pray that this may
equip our churches to be involved in the church's task to fulfill the
great commission.

Some of the men enjoying their hamburger during a
soccer/barbeque event for migrant workers

Rev. Cees Molenaar
on his birthday

CHURCH EVANGELISM

The opportunities for evangelism besides showing love and
compassion are pretty limited although from time to time we
have been able to engage in meaningful conversations.

Niagara Migrant Worker Mission – Wilf & Sharon Bout
Summer 2010 is gone and we are rapidly moving through the fall
season as we begin our second year of year-round ministry with
the Spanish speaking migrant workers. These men and women
come from Mexico and Guatemala for seasonal employment in
the Niagara area’s agricultural and horticultural settings. This
outreach (made possible with the financial help and massive
volunteer efforts of Jordan HRC, Vineland FRC, and Immanuel
URC) continues to experience evidence of God’s presence and
working of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the men and ladies we
come in contact with. We have enjoyed excellent attendance this
season at all the official events – Soccer Outreaches, Sunday night
Bible Studies, and Tuesday night English classes. But it has been
especially exciting to hear the personal testimonies of those in
whose heart God has given a hunger and thirst for Himself and
His Word. Over the summer months, in addition to the many who
have visited in our home, we were able to teach two 8-week
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discipleship courses. We look forward to a continuation of these
studies with those who are here through the fall and winter
months. Please continue to pray for this ministry. There is always
opposition to the work of God. Pray as well for God’s blessing on
plans for our trip to Mexico in January 2011 with follow-up visits
in the homes of the workers.

Mary DeJonge, Wilf Bout, and Joanne Bout – teaching English

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

One of the volunteer English teachers (Rosanna Klok) enjoying
some Mexican food at a “Thank-you” evening organized by the
Mexicans.

A Heart for Missions: The Classic Memoir of Samuel Pearce Andrew Fuller
Most people interested in the history of missions are familiar
with the name of William Carey, who is considered the father of
the modern missions movement. However, few are familiar with
one of his closest friends and strongest supporters, Samuel
Pearce. In this memoir, Andrew Fuller combines recollections
and letters to demonstrate the gracious spirit and passion for
souls that characterized Pearce. While Pearce was never able to
serve on the mission field—though he desired to very much—he
was instrumental in raising interest and support for bringing the
gospel to those who have never heard it. (Paperback, 200 pages,
Solid Ground) $17.00/12.00
A Sure Guide to Heaven - Joseph Alleine
This is a powerful manual on conversion and the call of the
gospel. Alleine’s model of Puritan evangelism is well suited to
correct today’s distortions of the gospel. This book, reprinted
some five hundred times and the most famous of Alleine’s nineteen treatises, has been used for the conversion of many souls. It
greatly influenced the evangelistic approach of famous preachers
such as George Whitefield and Charles Spurgeon. Despite a
smattering of statements that may be misconstrued as promoting
human ability in salvation, Alleine’s classic remains a golden
example of evangelistic preaching and a spur to personal evangelism. (Paperback, 150 pages, Banner of Truth) $7.00/$5.00

Taking Natanael to Princess Margaret Hospital in Toronto
for treatments of a rare disease.
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Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org
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YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young people,
What a great blessing to be able to see the faithfulness of our
almighty God once again. The seasons have changed to winter
and we see how He is in control of all things! The story of Jonah
is a perfect example of how God controls all of nature. In Job 37:13
we also see how Job speaks of God’s control over nature. Since
God controls every part of His creation, our lives are also in His
hands. It is up to us, however, to obey His commands and follow
His leading. As we approach Christmas we must especially think
of that. God sent His only begotten Son into the world to save
sinners just like you and me. He promised that all those who
believe in Him will not perish but have everlasting life. He also
promised that all those who come to Him He will in no wise turn
away. Jesus Christ took special notice of children when he said
“Let the little children come unto me.” What a great responsibility we have! He says “believe” and “come”. This special holiday
season, what will we do?
Over the past while, our family has made a decision to make
some changes in our lives and we will no longer be the youth
editors for the Glad Tidings magazine. Marty & Jess Slingerland
will be taking over and we are very happy with this as we know
they will do a wonderful job! Their contact information is
marty_slingerland@hotmail and 905-788-5065. Since you will not
be hearing from us on a regular basis, you can certainly stay in
touch by email at gerritsinke@yahoo.com
We wish you the Lord’s richest blessings during the holiday
season and for the year 2011!
Greetings from Gerrit and Julia Sinke

Haiti Housing Team Trip – Sherilyn Koster
On Tuesday, October 5, our team of seven arrived in Haiti. The
poverty was worse than any of us had imagined. As we drove
through Port au Prince we saw numerous large tent cities,
comprised of tents, and tarps wrapped around four poles, rubble
and garbage everywhere, children begging and selling things on
the street, and women sitting on the side of the road with a few
oranges hoping to sell them to passersby.
On Wednesday morning the men from our team were eager to
get building and were at the job site by seven o’clock. Together
with help from the Haitians, they built two houses. At noon they
stopped for lunch and held a devotional and worship time in the
local church for anyone to attend. It was a wonderful time of
singing and praying together. At three o’clock the men met Will
and me at the Apparent Project to hold the feeding program. We
fed one hundred children rice, beans, and water. Before they left,
we handed out some of our donated clothing. The children were
thrilled with their “new” clothes. By five o’clock we returned to
my brother Jason’s house, feeling exhausted from the day’s
activities and warmth.
Each day held the same routine. And by the end of the week, the
men had finished nine houses, and we fed over four hundred
children.
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A Haitian child eager to lend Brian a helping hand.

We felt that we hardly made a dent in the hunger and poverty
situation. There is so much more that needs to be done. There are
so many more children to feed and clothe and homes which need
to be built. But we still felt grateful that we were able to feed so
many children who normally have to go without a meal, give
more than ninety people a roof over their heads, and bring the
Gospel message to many in the tent city near our project.

Glad Tidings

Will and Sherilyn handing out clothing during
one of our feeding programs
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Brian, Wouter, Matthew, David and Corney
with some of their helpers

David and Richard finishing a house.

Matthew and
Wouter posing
with Ti Blan, the
housing foreman

Corney with some of the children at the Apparent Project
DECEMBER 2010
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Pastor Greendyk giving a child some water
15

Financial Statement
HRC Mission – July - September 2010 (US$)

Balance July 1, 2010

Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Transfers In (including exchange)
Total Income

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Glad Tidings Publishing Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Travel
7,770.28
Mukhanyo College
Nakekela Clinic
2,275.12
Word and Deed Transfers Out
South Africa Mercy Funds
Transfer to General Mission USD Acc’t
Total Expenses

Pastor Greendyk, Wouter and Brian handing
out rice and beans at the feeding program.

BIBLE QUIZ

The first book of the New Testament

The shortest book of the New Testament
The longest book in the Bible
The last book in the Old Testament
The number of books in the Old Testament

Balance September 30, 2010

The number of books in the New Testament
The number of chapters in the Psalms

The author of Romans
The central character of Exodus
The last book of the Bible
The book following Ezekiel
The book following Obadiah
The book about creation

HRC Tent Making Fund

The shortest book in the Old Testament

Opening Balance July 1, 2010

The author of Revelations

Income:
HRC Congregations

The number of Gospels
The book following Hosea
A book of wise sayings

Jason Beeke

Dear Mission Friends,
Please receive the attached financial report for the third quarter of this year – July
to September. Unfortunately we must report that the financial situation is
presently at a critically low level, as detailed below. We kindly request that you
consider supporting our mission endeavours. Please make this an urgent prayer
request as all things are in the control of our Almighty Provider. He is able to
supply even more abundantly than we can ask or think. Let our labours and
giving remain in His care. Please continue to remember the missionaries and tentmaking ministers with their families in prayer and support. Once again we express
our sincere thanks for your contribution and assistance given toward our mission
efforts.
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$ 32,171.07
26,375.48
49,033.75
107,580.30
$

238.78
1,506.88
3,559.50
39,548.47
15,079.50
11,780.72

6,000.00
3,716.40
51,000.00
$ 142,475.65
$

7,566.06

Correction Note:
For Oct. - Dec.2009 Financial Statement in Glad Tidings, the reported December 31,
2009 year end closing balance was $108,958.83. This balance was mistakenly
reported in Glad Tidings only, as it did not match accounting data and actual bank
account balances. The correct amount of $95,843.6 was reported as the opening
balance January 01, 2010 in the Glad Tidings Jan. - Mar.2010 issue. The difference
was due to a mathematical error in the total amount of income received from HRC
congregations and the timing of data used from accounting software versus bank
transactions in December 2009.

The author of Acts

MISSION FINANCES

$ 42,461.41

Expenses:
Bank Service Charges
Tent Ministry Support

Closing Balance September 30, 2010

$ 41,265.08
11,388.10
35.07
15,029.01

$ 37,589.10

If you are reading this magazine and would like to have
this mailed directly to you, please contact Brenda Pols,
540 Crescent St NE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49503,
Email: bsgt@hnrc.org Telephone 616-977-4304
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The Haiti Housing Team
on one of the beautiful
beaches: Jason, Brian,
David, Wouter, Richard,
Matthew, Pastor
Greendyk, Jayden,
Willemien, Sherilyn

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Darryl Dedert Birthday – December 4
• Wilhelmina Krul Birthday – December 27
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin 25th Anniversary – January 18

• Sophie Dedert Birthday – January 21
• Mirjam & Rev. Cees Molenaar Anniversary – February 10
• Mirjam Molenaar Birthday – March 4

Contact Information:
Dedert Family, 4440 Leonard NE, Grand Rapids, MI, U.S.A. 49525, Email: dedertfamily@yahoo.com
Dr. Brian & Lanae DeVries, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net Mobile:
27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR CAMBODIA

r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR HAITI

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR INDONESIA
r FOR OTHER_____________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
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HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
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Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
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restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Jesus Saves

We have heard the joyful sound: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Spread the tidings all around: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Bear the news to every land, climb the mountains, cross the waves;
Onward! ’tis our Lord’s command; Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Waft it on the rolling tide: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Tell to sinners far and wide: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Sing, you islands of the sea; echo back, you ocean caves;
Earth shall keep her jubilee: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!

Sing above the battle strife: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
By His death and endless life Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Shout it brightly through the gloom, when the heart for mercy craves;
Sing in triumph o’er the tomb: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Give the winds a mighty voice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Let the nations now rejoice: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Shout salvation full and free; highest hills and deepest caves;
This our song of victory: Jesus saves! Jesus saves!
Priscilla J. Owens
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