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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.

For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.
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BOOKS to Advance Your Mission & Evangelism Skills
– Jay Collier . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

For free sermons and radio messages of HRC ministers write: The Gospel Trumpet, 540
Crescent NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.

In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619, Westminster Standards of the 1640s (the
Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).
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Arts and Crafts time at Nakekela

W h o a r e y o u in v it i n g to c h u r c h n e xt Su n d a y?

MEDITATION

Using, not Abusing, the Covenant
Deuteronomy 7:1-11
Rev. Don Overbeek

There is often a fine line between using something and abusing it – we cannot easily tell when
simple “use” slips into sinful “abuse.” This is
true of eating and drinking, it is true of our daily
work, and it is even true of Christian realities. A
great Christian reality that is difficult to balance
is the experience of being bound to God by
covenant. From Deuteronomy 7:1-11, I would
like to show how making proper use of the
covenant enlivens and enriches our life witness. This will then be
applied to how we communicate sin, how we conceive salvation,
and how we construct lives of service.
In verses 1-4, we see that God’s relationship to us determines both
what He gives and what He withholds. We want everything, and we
want God to give us everything! But God does not want our
comforts to make us undervalue Him and cheapen the covenant, so
He keeps certain things from us. In these verses God gives Israel the
right to the land, but he doesn’t give them the right to the people of
the land. Verse 4 teaches that this is for the purpose of keeping His
people following Him alone.
This helps us understand the nature of sin. Sin is wanting something that God does not want us to have and not wanting something
that God wants us to have. This is our striving to become God, Who
alone possesses all things. We need to bring this truth to ourselves
lest our discontent damage God’s reputation among our neighbors.
We need to bring this truth to others to show them how every aspect
of their life falls short under the scrutiny of God.
Moving to verses 5-8, the proper use of the covenant is to make us
desire what God can make us and not what other people can make
us. The covenant life is about God saving His people and transforming them into His image and character. The misuse of the covenant
is that we want to be like God AND like those around us. We think
this would be a better, easier and more effective life. But such a life
would spoil our intimacy with God and our pure enjoyment of His
saving love.
As we reach out to others, there is a temptation to want to make
people like ourselves. This plagues pastors as much as anybody.
God’s deliverance for sinners is much greater than our making
people like us! He saves by bringing unique individuals into fellowship with Christ, His Son. They lose their “merits” and gain the far
greater love of God. We cannot save anyone, but we can tell people
of the God Who saves graciously.
Verses 9-11 use the covenant to summon obedience and warn
against disobedience. The motivation is crucial; we are to obey as
children (verse 9), not as slaves (verse 10). The covenant experience
is a warm, assuring life, not a cold, de-valuing one. The reality of
discipline remains but it is not austere harshness, but caring
gentleness comparable to a child on a parent’s lap.
All this is to say that our witness must demonstrate holiness in our
own life and the life of those we serve. We strive to see the Spirit
taking residence in people and being the perfect inner Witness (Rom.
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8:16). He will drill holy passions deep in the heart of people being
saved, and will spread them widely through their lives to impact
all areas. This is using the covenant to the greatest glory of God!

EDITORIAL

Proclaiming the Message of Salvation
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
Our mission statement recorded in each Glad
Tidings magazine is a reminder of our duty and
the purpose of our endeavors. It reads, "The
purpose of the Heritage Reformed
Congregations mission program is to glorify the
Triune God, by proclaiming the message of
salvation alone in Jesus Christ throughout the
world, in order that lost sinners might be reconciled to God in
Christ by the Holy Spirit."This means that proper training must be
provided so that the proclamation of the gospel may go forth. In
the times of Elijah and Elisha, and probably dating back to
Samuel, there were schools established in certain cities such as
Bethel, Jericho, etc. where the sons of the prophets, the students,
would receive their training. Today is no different. Wherever God
stations us on a mission field, a seminary should be established.
This has been done at John Calvin seminary in Bali where God has
used us to provide the training and provisions needed for many
graduates to go back to their islands and villages to preach the
gospel. Think of the work presently being performed at Covenant
College in Zambia where many students are already ambassadors
of the Lord Jesus Christ in their tribal villages. Let us remember
the wonderful growth taking place at Mukhanyo College, also
through the technology of today by means of which students can
be trained through the Mukhanyo Distance program. Let's not
forget Puritan Reformed Seminary in Grand Rapids where there
are students from many different countries throughout the world
being trained. Friends, this is spreading the Word, the glad
tidings. Out of these hubs - seminaries - come many spokes,
spreading over great distances and reaching out to those who,
humanly speaking, we could never have reached. We will never
know what all the fruits and results of the multiplying of His
Word through these channels will be. Only God knows, and it is
better that we don't know, as our pride loves to take credit. Our
mission statement is our calling, "proclaiming the message of
salvation alone in Jesus Christ." May God bless all instructors,
coordinators and students to that end.
As I write this article, the Molenaars are on their way to
Zambia. Pastor Molenaar will complete one more semester at
Covenant College. After serving there faithfully for some years
and enduring many hardships, the family will be moving on. We
do not know at this time what the Lord has in store for them. He
has provided a teacher for their children while in Zambia as well
as a replacement on the field. Thank you, dear Molenaars, for all
your labors of love and instruction shown to the students,
families and children where God has stationed you through the
past years. May our prayers be that the Lord will open another
mission field for you that will be fitted for your family.
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The DeVries' and Miskins are doing well. As enrolment
increases and more developments take place at Mukhanyo
College, it becomes busier. Pray for these dear brothers and their
wives, that they may be given the love, wisdom, understanding
and patience needed as well as being upheld and strengthened to
continue to go forward in the blessed name of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Please pray also for Jane Korevaar as her work increases
in the Mukhanyo Distance Program. Thanks, Jane, for your
presentations given while on furlough and we wish you God's
blessings in all your endeavors. We wish the same for Dori
Averink and Sarsih Kegel who devote their time and efforts so
faithfully.
Friends, please remember in your prayers the Dederts and their
trial, as their hearts are in Cambodia but they cannot return at
present due to the severe health complications of their infant son,
Calvin. We cannot always understand God's ways, but He knows
best. May their and our prayer be, "Thy will be done." Remember
also the Kruls in Haiti with all the political uprisings, the
Sommers in Sumba, the Mols in Bali, John VerWys in Agua Prieta,
Mexico and all local mission endeavors. May all be done to the
honor of God's Name and the extension of His kingdom.
Blessings, John Beeke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI – Longing for God’s Word
Jason & Will Krul

I walk down the dusty, rocky street and it doesn’t take long
before I’m spotted. “Madam Jason, Madam Jason!” I slow down
a little and in a blink of an eye they are beside me. Although both
boys are 12 years old, they are small for their age. They grab my
hands and then simultaneously reach up to touch my hair.
Haitian children like to feel the texture of my hair, which is so
different from theirs. Noting that their hands are rather dirty, I
take their hands and instead hold them, one in each of mine.
Together we head down a steep embankment, until we arrive
in “Chilliwack.” It’s so special to tour the area where now,
instead of tents, there are solid wood homes with tin roofs. The
Haitian people of this community together with two teams from
our hometown have now completed 26 homes! Progress, hope,
it’s exciting to be part of this. With more houses to be put up in
Jacmel, we can change the situations of the people of Haiti one
family at a time.

2

Later, back at home, Jason tells me about his day. “We’re flying
a lot as a result of the Cholera Epidemic. Just today I flew 900 lbs
of IV solution, Cipro medication, and IV needles from Port au
Prince to Port de Paix for Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors without Borders). Almost every day we fly doctors and medical
supplies to Port au Paix, Cap Haitian, Jeremie, and Pignon.” The
Cholera Epidemic, which has already claimed over 3,600 lives, and
hospitalized another 140,000 is still a major concern here in Haiti.
In many occasions, MAF has been a life-saver – bringing urgent
medical supplies and staff into the already overwhelmed
hospitals!

“All throughout
Haiti I also see
such a hunger for
God’s
Word.
Every little village
I fly into, people
are asking for
Bibles. The 200
Creole Bibles the Chilliwack HRC purchased and sent with the
building teams have been such a blessing. Haiti has suffered a lot
this past year, with the earthquake, hurricane, cholera and
political unrest, but people are turning to God. Although life down
here seems hopeless, they find comfort in His Word and long for
eternity.”

How many of us are experiencing trials or difficulties? Who are
we turning to? Are we focusing on the temporal and thereby
forgetting the eternal? Jesus tells us, “In this world you will have
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tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” He
has overcome. Through Him and through His sacrifice we have
hope of an eternal future--a future where our tears will be wiped
from our eyes. Revelation 22:20 says, “Surely I come quickly.” Are
we ready, waiting and longing for His return? Can we say with
John,. “Even so, come, Lord Jesus”?

Without these papers nothing will be done for Alphons, even if
he would be dying. Every time he has to go to the hospital we
have to go through the same procedure. We pray that the Lord
will spare his life once again.
The children who are studying in the city all came home for the
holidays. Eldi, our deaf and mute child, had to go back to his
special school. Martina had packed his clothes in a bag, but he
took them out and put them back in his cupboard, indicating that
he did not want to go back, but it is for his own good. He attends
a regular school there.
December was a happy month for TanaMbanas. Bill finished
the well project; the trenches all had to be dug by hand, which
was heavy going, because the ground is very rocky here, so it
took them a long time to dig this mile-long trench. We now also
have a one lane paved road going through TanaMbanas, which
was completed the same day as the first water ran through the
pipeline. One boy remarked, “What a happy day for TanaMbanas
to have water close to home and a paved road”.

INDONESIA – Sumba Mission
Bill & Marion Sommer

Our family photo on January 1, 2011

By the time that this article arrives the New Year is well on its way.
The Lord has blessed us here in TanaMbanas this past year and
we pray that the Lord will continue to do so. Several new children
came to us for different reasons. It is a blessing that they are all
healthy, even the new babies who are responding well to the care
and food they receive and are at a normal weight now. Alphons
still gives us concern; he received a new heart valve some months
ago and the monthly tests show that his body is rejecting it.
Christina and Alphons are on their way to Kupang for further
testing and if necessary they will go on to Jakarta. Before they will
admit him to hospital, Martina will have to go to Linda Wacu to
collect a special paper and signatures, then on to Anakalang for
the same thing and finally to Waikabubak also for signed papers.
MARCH 2011

Putting in
pipeline for
the water
project.
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A happy day
– new water
supply for
TanaMbanas
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A happy day – a new road for TanaMbanas

We pray that the Lord will continue to bless this work and the
souls of these precious children to His honor and glory. On New
Year’s Day, Bill spoke on Luke 13:7 “Behold these three years I
come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none: cut it down, why
cumbereth it the ground?”. We pray that much fruit may be seen
here and in the
congregations
at home in the
coming year.
May
we
remember each
other at the
throne of grace
and mercy.

Bill spoke in the church on Christmas day. The church was
packed and several had to stand in the back. It would be a
blessing if it would be like this every Sunday. The Christmas
program was held in the afternoon in the school. The church is
too small to hold so many children. This year we had to use the
main hall too; 312 children attended. All the children received a
nice T-shirt this year. The group is getting too big to sort
individual clothing and they all like a new T-shirt. We did not
expect that too many children would come to the Sunday school
the next day, but again many children came, all dressed in their
new T-shirts.
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A new sign in
front of our
kampong.

SOUTH AFRICA – People Serving at Mukhanyo
Dr. Brian DeVries

The ministry of Mukhanyo Theological College
is not the work of one person alone. It is often
easy to associate a particular ministry with the
name of the person who is presently acting as
the leader. But usually there are many other
people – perhaps even unknown names – who
are faithfully serving behind the scenes.
In this issue I would like to introduce you to
ten people who are busy serving each week at Mukhanyo
Theological College. These Christian brothers and sisters join
together as a team with a common vision of seeing the Lord work
through our feeble efforts.
Pastor Isaac Maleke serves as the Deputy Principal of the
college. He assists me in so many ways – he compensates for my
weaknesses and provides wise advice for administration. Pastor
Maleke also teaches several courses each semester and serves as a
director on the boards of several other community ministries. He
is a senior pastor in Tweefontein, a multiethnic community near
KwaMhlanga. He cares well for his extended family together with
his wife.
Pastor Clayton Alexander has recently been appointed to serve
as the Registrar at Mukhanyo. He has been serving for more than
eight years in youth ministry and as the senior pastor of a
Reformed Baptist church near Cape Town. He is a young single
man with many gifts and much energy for ministry.
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Neli Mtsweni, Helen Masina, Rev. Nicholas Nyawuza,
Jane Korevaar, Pastor Isaac Maleke, Rev. Thabiso Moeketsi,
Pastor Paul Mahlangu, Dr. Brian DeVries

Ms. Jane Korevaar is the Director of the Mukhanyo Distance
programme. The Lord has blessed her management of this
growing programme. Quality programme material is now being
developed quickly and the demand for Distance education
continues to increase each month. Jane also assists the college in
many other ways, such as organizing various conferences and
improving internal accounting procedures.
Pastor Thabiso Moeketsi has been a lecturer at Mukhanyo for
many years. He was one of the first students of the college. He is
known for his biblical discernment and his love for biblical
apologetics. Pastor Moeketsi serves in the KwaMhlanga
community as pastor of Christ Church.
Pastor Nicholas Nyawuza and Pastor Paul Mahlangu, both
Mukhanyo alumni, are now serving as lecturers at the certificate
and diploma levels. Pastor Mahlangu is also helping to develop
the Mukhanyo Distance programme. He has already developed
and taught a series of short courses in the Zulu language.
Mr. Hendrik Otto is busy as the administrator of the teachers
continuing education programme. This growing programme of
more than 70 students requires someone to organize all the role
players and coordinate the monthly scheduling. Hendrik also
assists the executive management with his previous experience as
a secretary of companies and in legislation and government
regulations.

Ms. Helen Masina and Mrs. Neli Mtsweni are both full-time staff
members. Sister Helen serves as a proficient secretary,
assisting us all with many office tasks. Sister Neli has been the
librarian for many years; she works to keep the library in order
and oversees the use of the internet computers and copy machine.
Mr. Jons Flentge, also a former student, is serving as the
administrator of the new Johannesburg Campus. Since this
campus is still small, Jons is responsible for everything from
teaching to cleaning to keeping the finances in order. He and his
wife Annatjie, a retired school teacher, are loved by everyone on
the Mukhanyo team.
So these are some of the people on the team who are working
full-time to make the educational ministry of Mukhanyo a
success. Please pray for each of these people; pray that the Lord
will bless their work at Mukhanyo and in their other ministries.
Unless the Lord builds the house, we all labor in vain (Psa. 127:1).
But these are only a few of the people at Mukhanyo. There are
many other people who do not work at the college full-time, but
whose contribution is just as valuable. For example, there are
many part-time lecturers who teach at the college each semester.
Some of these lecturers include Rev. Tebogo Mogale, Dr. Arthur
Miskin, Rev. Pascal Nsenga, Dr. Paul Kruger, Alwyn
Bezuidenhout, Rev. Jeremiah Mhlanga, Ds. Bernard Hattingh,
Peter Nagel, Pastor Phineas Chauke, and Dr. Flip Buys. Check
www.mukhanyo.co.za for more info about each of these brothers.

Rev. Tebogo Mogale, Dr. Arthur Miskin, Dr. Flip Buys, Dr. Peter
Nagel, Rev. Jeremiah Mhlanga, Alwyn Bezuidenhout

Front to Back – Dr. DeVries, Lanae DeVries, Annatjie Flentge,
Piet Buys, Jane Korevaar, Hendrik Otto, Pastor Isaac Maleke
and Jons Flentge at a Planning Meeting
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Llewellyn Howes, Rev. Pascal Nsenga,
Pastor Jetro Ngobeni, Dr. Paul Kruger
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Though you may never meet most of these people, please do pray
for each of us. Pray that God would help us serve the ministry for
His glory. Pray for us so that the mystery of Christ will be better
known and the word of the Lord will take deeper root in Africa
(Col. 4:3, 2 Thess. 3:1). It is this vision of the growth of Christ’s
kingdom in Africa that unites us all in the work.

South Africa – Redeeming the Time
Dr. Arthur & Dr. Sonja Miskin

The New Year is upon us and this year marks the fifth year since
our return back to South Africa from the USA. We are struck by
the speed with which this time has passed and starker becomes
the realisation that the time is short and the harvest is great. More
urgent then become the words of the Apostle: “Walk in wisdom
toward them that are without, redeeming the time” (Col. 4:5).
Time waits for no man and the time the Lord gives to each one of
us needs to be used wisely, constructively and even with a sense
of immediateness. This being said, however, every new season of
labour in our Lord’s vast vineyard needs to be approached with
prayerful consideration and circumspection. Too often we simply
jump in and furiously start working without reflection on what
the Lord would have us do. With our often-overinflated sense of
urgency and a proud can-do and presumptuous attitude, we rush
headlong into fields of service relying on our own strength
instead of having the calm expectancy and the meekness of faith
that this kind of work requires. It doesn’t take too long before
stress and tension take their toll and sinful attitudes begin to
manifest in our very spheres of labour. We are not as
indispensable as we think we are, because we forget that God is
able to raise up from stones children unto Abraham to continue
His work because that’s what it is – His work. Even though we
are at times overcome with a sense of the need confronting us,
even though we are increasingly aware of the brevity of life, we
are still to quiet ourselves and listen for His voice behind us
saying, “This is the way, walk ye in it …” (Isa. 30:21).
We have come to see that the most difficult aspect of
missionary endeavour with all of its demands is finding that
middle way between the urgency of action and the quietude of
waiting on the Lord. We are increasingly beginning to believe it is
the latter: salvation belongs to the Lord and not to us and our fervent activity. In these past five years we have painfully learned
that hasty and ill-considered actions have disastrous results, even
when motives at the outset were sincere. Through a variety of
circumstances the Lord has shown us, “In returning and rest shall
ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength…” (Isa.30:15). Yes, the burden is great and the time is
short, but a day in the Lord’s sight is as a thousand years. The
Lord will hasten His purposes ‘in His time’ (Isa.60:22).
These and other lessons we have learned with the turn of
events at Nakekela Clinic in the latter half of 2010. MCDC, the
umbrella organisation overseeing the administration of
Nakekela’s affairs ran into severe financial troubles resulting in
the closure of some projects and stringent cutbacks in others.
Unforeseen circumstances (like fluctuations in foreign exchange),
ill-considered decisions on various levels, poor financial
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oversight, and factors outside our control all led up to this crisis
situation. There were times that we did not know whether we
would be able to continue our work at the clinic. We went through
many phases in reaction to this dark providence, varying from
despair and despondency, to anger and bitterness and eventually,
by God’s grace, to quiet acceptance in submission and faith in His
Word and Person for the unknown future. We realised that our
warfare is not against flesh and blood but against dark spiritual
forces that are in enmity against us and our efforts to bring the
Gospel of our Saviour to those afflicted, sick and dying. The
difficulty is that in this very warfare people are turned against one
another, and even Christians are found to be so affected. We
learned how important it is to have a trust in the Lord and a
common sense of calling amongst us working at Nakekela, which
saw us through and has made us stronger. We also were amazed
to see how God, through these testing circumstances, was
performing a work of refinement. On the one hand, undesirable
elements were purged from our midst. On the other, God’s people
were brought to a deeper trust in Him. When staff were informed
of drastic cuts in salary (up to 50%), several people came forward
declaring their preparedness to continue, even without remuneration, so long as they could continue their work of ministry. These
are beloved people who have very little in terms of worldly goods
already. Others ended up leaving because of salary cuts. And so
we realise that God’s refining fire purges the faith of his people
but also sifts away the dross.

Emma and Dorcas with a painted cloth done by patients.

We now stand at the start of a new chapter in our history and we
hold on to God’s promise: “As thy days, so shall thy strength be”
(Deut.33:25). Octavius Winslow remarks: “As a new period of
time slowly rises from the depths of the unknown and mysterious
future, do we shrink from its stern and solemn duties, its bosomed
sorrows, and its deep and impenetrable decrees? Why shrink?
Infinite resources unveil their treasures upon its threshold.
Christ’s atoning merits confront our vast demerit. Christ’s
boundless grace confronts our deep necessities. Filled with grace
so overflowing, with love so tender, with sympathy so exquisite,
with power so limitless, with resources so boundless, Jesus stands
before us and says to each trembling heart, ‘Fear not!’ It is all in
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God’s Hand.”
We are now an independent project functioning as a Voluntary
Association. Nakekela has its own board and I have the privilege
of being able to serve on this board together with three local black
pastors, who are well known to us and are trustworthy men. We
have a competent management team with our own bank account
and look forward to what the Lord is going to do with and for us
as we enter into this new phase of our development. Having
passed through this fiery trial, we have renewed zeal for our
work, with increased love for our Lord and the sick people that
He brings across our path. We learn from the problems and
mistakes of the past and stretch our hands and hearts out to the
future in faith.
This is our patient transport vehicle.
We continue to covet your prayers on our behalf – for physical
health and protection, for progress of the work, especially the
church planting work at Rietvallei, and for continued financial
provision of the project at Nakekela. It is our hope to see more
volunteers coming out to South Africa next year to add necessary
skills to the various projects and to experience firsthand what
missionary outreach, in all of its facets, is like in Africa. We
assure you too of our continued prayers for the ministers,
members and ministries of our churches in North America for
though we are separated by distance we are one in the Spirit.
Kenneth that was picked up from the little blue shack
(photo on front cover)

We are grateful to those individuals and groups who gave
support, through prayer and finances, during our times of
difficulty. A special word of thanks to the sisters of the Esther
Guild in Grand Rapids who made work of raising funds for our
clinic. Our Lord looks kindly on such acts of compassion.

Singing God’s praises before time of devotions.

ZAMBIA – On Furlough at a Conference
Jane Korevaar

Dr. Sonja Miskin’s office with Thabile who has recovered,
is at home,and has turned to the Lord!
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While on furlough, the Molenaars were in South Africa for a
couple of weeks. Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar spoke at a conference
held at Mukhanyo Theological College, South Africa on
Saturday, January 15th. Her theme was Leading Children to God.
The three topics that she spoke on were: 1) The Biblical Basis for
Leading Children to God, 2) People Responsible for Leading
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Children to God, and 3) Practical Instructions for People Leading
Children to God. There were 65 people in attendance representing
about 30 local churches. We are very grateful and thankful for
Mirjam’s God-given skills and depth of practical teaching.

Pastor Jetro Ngobeni, Maria Songo and Noumsa
Moeketsi in their practice group

Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar with Obed and Moses
prior to start of Conference.
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Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar speaking while Dorcas
from Nakekela is interpreting.

More practical work – trying to make a child from play dough.

Tea time – Jane Korevaar, Sidney Msibi, Helen Masina,
Joel Mbewe, Lanae DeVries

Demonstrating that children come in all shapes, sizes, colours,
weak and strong, and to handle them accordingly.

Glad Tidings
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
BRADFORD, ONTARIO
Evangelism Summary
Rev. Don Overbeek

In the life of the church (and of the minister) it can be hard to
determine exactly what constitutes evangelistic activity. In one
sense, everything we do in the life of the church is for the purpose
of calling people to join us in the worship of our Triune God. In
another sense, there are certain specific efforts and endeavors that
are most principally for the reaching of the lost. I would like to
focus on what we are doing along those lines.
We can break down our church’s evangelistic efforts into three
target areas, those that address our minds, those that address our
hearts, and those that address our wills. We understand that hard
and fast divisions between these areas are impossible, but for the
purpose of organization we find such an approach helpful.
Our minds
There is much in the life of the church that targets the mind. We
have sermons and songs, catechism and confession of faith
classes, Bible studies and book studies. This season, our church
has started an Adult Discussion Group that is looking at the
question, “How we as Reformed Christians must approach our
religious neighbors”. This is not meant to be an Introduction to
World Religions class, but a discussion group about how we can
understand and engage our neighbors in honest and informed
religious discussion.
So far we have laid the important foundational principles for
such an approach. Distinctly Christian love is crucial for such an
approach to be desired and effective. We realized that in the lives
of religious people, there are truths and experiences that push
them away and others that pull them closer. So we have called our
fundamental approach, the Push-Pull, on the basis that God
works this way through His Word and Spirit.
We then established together certain components that are true
for people, regardless of their religion. It is on these three hooks
that we hope to connect with our neighbors and share the
Christian message with them. As much as I would like to
elaborate on each of them, for our purposes here I can only list
them. All people are: 1) covenant theologians; 2) church
historians, and 3) spiritually experienced.
Now we are looking at what the different religions believe and
how those beliefs fit into the three hooks that we have established.
All of this is not to make us people of better reasoning; it is to
show us that we have in the Reformed faith all the tools needed
to thrive in a pluralistic environment. As we look outside of
ourselves at others, we are coming to appreciate more of what we
have been blessed with.
Our hearts
We want our hearts woven with the hearts of other people. We
do not strive just to tangle our minds in a conversation or
wholesome argument – we want to dig deeper to connect with
their hearts. Many people in the congregation are very good at
doing this; each does it in his/her own special way and every one
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is worthy to be shared. The following is how I have tried to
connect with an overlooked yet very valuable sector of our
society – the elderly.
I visit a government run retirement community on a weekly
basis. The purpose of this time is to provide social stimulation to
the interested individuals or couples and try to assist them
physically if I can. Over the course of a year I have visited with
approximately ten individuals or couples, with two or three
rotating on a weekly basis.
I need to confess that at the start I didn’t really enjoy the visits
all that much. I often dreaded having to go visiting again and the
weeks seemed to go so fast that I felt like it was Wednesday
afternoon visiting time again. Yet, as I persevered and stuck
through people dying or moving out to more intensive care
facilities, I found myself bonding with these dear people more
deeply than I expected. Their pains slowly became mine. Their
joys began to impact me. Their stories grabbed my attention and
taught me lessons. Our children became their “grand-children.” I
began to think of them and pray for them. I even started to look
forward to Wednesday afternoons!
Now this is what I have been doing; it certainly isn’t better than
a person sewing for a neighbor or serving in a hospice center. But
the point is to try to get our hearts tied to people, and their hearts
tied to us so that we can serve them and they can impact us. It is
shocking how much gospel fruit can come about through such a
relationship.

The point is to try to get our hearts tied to people, and
their hearts tied to us so that we can serve them and
they can impact us. It is shocking how much gospel
fruit can come about through such a relationship.
Our wills
There is not nearly enough room remaining for this section.
Basically we try to push each other (and ourselves) out of our
comfort zones to speak with people about the Lord. This varies
quite a bit based on personality, confidence, and other factors, but
we all struggle against resistant wills. I have found that putting
myself in a position to have to do something boldly for the Lord
confronts this selfish resistance head on. In giving a testimony to
the impact of God’s grace in my life, or sharing a Bible-verse that
really means a lot to me, or speaking of my own imperfections, I
am being pushed to take a stand for God and His work. This has
been good for me.
I have learned not to measure the effectiveness of this type of
effort simply by the outward, measurable results. If we were to
do so, I am convinced it would prove to be well worth it! Equally
important is the degree to which this practice helps show us our
unbelieving tendencies and move us to fight against them. With
the Spirit’s blessing the result can be more constant sacrifice for
the good of others and the glory of God.
This is just a quick distillation of what evangelistic activity
looks like in our church and in my own life. Until now our church
hasn’t seen numerical increases as a result of this work, but
maybe that suggests how God has blessed us – by teaching us
what exactly to look for and on Whom we must depend!
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

When Helping Hurts
Steve Corbett and Brian Fikkert
Have you ever wondered if what you are doing
really helps? When Helping Hurts reveals the
painful truth about poverty. But it does more than
tell you what not to do. The book moves from
foundational concepts about poverty (who are the
poor?), to principles (should we do relief, rehabilitation, or development?), to strategies (how can
we help the poor domestically? internationally?). The Jordan
HRC Summer Book Readers group read this book and highly recommends it to all consistories, mission boards, mission committee members, and persons planning a short-term mission trip. It
is a book that will make you think twice about and evaluate the
mission endeavors you are involved with or support. (Paperback,
219 pages, Moody) $15.00/$11.25
Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God
J. I. Packer
If God is in control of everything, can Christians
sit back and not bother to evangelize? Or does
active evangelism imply that God is not really
sovereign at all? J. I. Packer shows in this classic
study how false both these attitudes are. In a careful review of the biblical evidence, he shows how
a right understanding of God’s sovereignty is not
so much a barrier to evangelism as an incentive and powerful
support for it.
(Paperback, 126 pages, InterVarsity Press) $12.00/$9.50

privilege of having access to Christ as Savior. “Come now, and let
us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” Isa. 1:18.
With respect to youth evangelism news from the congregations,
we have no reports at this time. Hopefully we’ll have some news
next time. Thanks to Gerrit and Julia Sinke for all their work with
Youth Evangelism in the past years.
Here are some edifying quotes from men of God who lived
many years ago (submitted by Tim Collins):
WILLIAM ARNOT (1808-1875): Your character goes far to
determine the company that you will keep; and the company that
you keep goes far to mould your character...“He that walketh with
the wise shall be wise,” Prov. 13:20. If he is wise he will walk with
them, and to walk with them will make him wiser. To him that
hath wisdom to choose the wise as his companions, shall be given
more wisdom, through their converse and example.
MARTYN LLOYD-JONES (1899-1981): You will never stand in
the faith unless you are careful about your relationships.
C. H. SPURGEON (1834-1892): Aye, but do not write “friend” yet;
wait a wee bit, until you know more of him; just see him, examine
him, try him, test him, and not till then enter him on the sacred list
of friends. Be friendly to all, but make none your friends until
they know you, and you know them.
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
As we see snow falling in the first few months of a new year we
are reminded of purity. The earth is then covered with whiteness.
The lesson for us is that we need our hearts to be made clean,
pure and white. We need the red stains of our sins to be removed
and our hearts to be washed clean. Let us give thanks to God
therefore for the loving gift of His Son. He has paid for sin by the
shedding of His blood on the Cross. His blood is able to cleanse
from all sin. Has your heart been cleansed in this way? Have you
turned to and believed in the Lord Jesus Christ? If you have, then
you must give all the glory to God for His grace in drawing you
to the Savior. If you have not, consider then once more the
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Genesis Bible Quiz

1. What did God do on the 7th day of creation?
a. Created man
b. Created light
c. Rested
d. Created Eve
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10. What was the name of Abraham’s second wife?
a. Timna
b. Anah
c. Keturah
d. Shua

2. What did God place with the cherubim to guard the
Tree of Life?
a. Four-headed beast
b. Flaming sword
c. Mighty lion
d. River of sulphur

3. Who did God instruct to build an ark to ensure his survival?
a. Noah
b. Seth
c. Isaac
d. Jonah
4. What was the name of the place where God confused the
language of all the people?
a. Babylon
b. Bethel
c. Babel
d. Beersheba

14. Which two of Jacob’s sons took revenge on Shechem?
a. Reuben and Benjamin
b. Asher and Dan
c. Simeon and Levi
d. Naphtali and Issachar

6. What was the name of Ishmael’s mother?
a. Sarai
b. Hagar
c. Milcah
d. Zilpah

15. How old was Isaac when he died?
a. 70
b. 110
c. 147
d. 180

7. Who interceded for Sodom when he learned that God
intended to destroy the city?
a. Abraham
b. Terah
c. Lot
d. Moses

16. For how many shekels of silver was Joseph sold to the
Ishmaelites?
a. 10
b. 20
c. 30
d. 40

9. What did Abraham purchase from the Hittites for 400 shekels
of silver?
a. Lake
b. City
c. House
d. Field
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12. What did Jacob see in a dream reaching up to heaven?
a. Ladder
b. Statue
c. Tree
d. Cloud
13. What was the name of Jacob’s firstborn child?
a. Joseph
b. Dinah
c. Judah
d. Reuben

5. How many kings marched out in battle at the Valley of
Siddim?
a. One
b. Two
c. Five
d. Nine

8. Who was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back
towards Sodom and Gomorrah?
a. Lot’s daughter
b. Lot’s mother
c. Lot’s sister
d. Lot’s wife

11. Why did Jacob flee to live with Laban?
a. He had sinned against God
b. Esau wanted to kill him
c. He had stolen from his father
d. Abimelech wanted his wife

17. Who bought Joseph as his slave from the Ishmaelites?
a. Pilate
b. Phicol
c. Pharaoh
d. Potiphar
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18. What did Joseph do for Pharaoh that got him promoted to
second in command over Egypt?
a. Rescued his daughter
b. Interpreted dreams
c. Healed his sickness
d. Uncovered a plot to murder Pharaoh

Jason Beeke

19. Who offered to stay behind as Joseph’s servant in Egypt in
place of Benjamin?
a. Judah
b. Gad
c. Zebulun
d. Reuben
20. In what area of Egypt did Jacob and his family settle?
a. Upper Egypt
b. Goshen
c. El-Badari
d. Pathros
Taken with permission from www.BibleQuizzes.org.uk

Calvin and the Missionary Endeavour of the Church

Calvin also was convinced that each and every Christian must be
prepared to witness, by both word and deed, about God’s grace and
mercy in Christ to all whom they can. When it came to the spreading of the gospel, it is noteworthy that he made no distinction
between the responsibility of pastors and of other Christians. All
believers must be involved. Compassion for the lost condition of
people also should drive Christians to witness. “If we have any
humanity in us,” Calvin declared (in a sermon on Deuteronomy
33:18), “seeing men going to perdition,...ought we not be moved by
pity, to rescue the poor souls from hell, and teach them the way of
salvation?” In fact, a Christian who is not involved in witness is really a contradiction in terms. As Calvin remarked in his commentary
on Isaiah 2:3:

...the godly will be filled with such an ardent desire to
...the godly will be filled with such an ardent desire to
spread the doctrines of religion, that everyone not satisfied
spread the doctrines of religion, that everyone not satisfied with
with his own calling and his personal knowledge will desire to
his own calling and his personal knowledge will desire to draw
draw others along with him. And indeed nothing could be
others along with him. And indeed nothing could be more
more inconsistent with the nature of faith than that deadness
inconsistent with the nature of faith than that deadness which
which would lead a man to disregard his brethren, and to keep
would lead a man to disregard his brethren, and to keep the light
the light of knowledge choked up within his own breast.
of knowledge choked up within his own breast.

Finally, we are to evangelize because we have been commanded to
do so by Christ. Calvin declared (in a sermon on 1 Timothy 2:8) that
“God wants his grace to be known to all the world, and he has commanded that his gospel be preached to all creatures; we must (as
much as we are able) seek the salvation of those who today are
strangers to the faith, who seem to be completely deprived of God’s
goodness.”

Excerpts from Calvin for Today (pages 175, 177 and 178), edited by
Joel R. Beeke
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Once again we have completed another fiscal and calendar year. We stand
in awe when witnessing how the Lord has provided and inclined hearts
and hands to graciously support our mission endeavours. Please receive
our sincere thanks for any amount of contribution given throughout this
year. Please receive the attached financial report for the last quarter of 2010
– October to December. All our financial obligations have been met, yet, as
noted, our bank balance is extremely low. We kindly request that you
consider supporting our mission efforts throughout this year that is before
us. Let us not only labour for this cause but rely upon our Almighty
provider. “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a
thousand hills.” Psalm 50:10. God is able to supply even more abundantly
than we can ask for or think of. Please continue to remember the
missionaries and tent-making ministers with their families in prayer and
support. Once again we express our sincere thanks for your contribution
and assistance given toward our mission efforts.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – October - December 2010 (US$)
Balance October 1, 2010
$ 7,566.06
Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Word and Deed (Transfer in)
Transfers In (incl exchange)
Total Income

$ 107,357.50
5,440.15
6,000.00
38,849.05
157,646.70

Balance December 31, 2010

$ 4,089.94

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Administration
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Glad Tidings Publishing Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expense
Donate gift to Staff Member
MCDC
Mukhanyo College
Covenant College
Nakekela Clinic
Word and Deed Transfers Out
South Africa Mercy Funds
SA Visitor Expense
Transfer to Tent Making USD Acc’t
Transfer to General Mission USD Acc’t
Total Expenses

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance October 1, 2010
Income: HRC Congregations

Expenses: Bank Service Charges
Tent Ministry Support

Closing Balance December 31, 2010

Glad Tidings

$

315.92
994.32
1,439.98
4,548.25
33,493.70
17,689.50
300.00
5,000.00
27,634.88
16,625.40
291.97
6,000.00
3,716.40
500.00
2,717.00
39,855.50
$ 161,122.82
$ 37,589.10
40,326.29

37.23
15,029.01

$ 62,849.15
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Market Day in KwaMhlanga,
South Africa

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Evelyn Dedert Birthday – April 7
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Jason Krul Birthday – April 19

• Marion Sommer Birthday - April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Jane Korevaar Birthday – May 31

Contact Information:
Dedert Family, 4440 Leonard NE, Grand Rapids, MI, U.S.A. 49525, Email: dedertfamily@yahoo.com
Dr. Brian & Lanae DeVries, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net Mobile:
27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjam@iburst.co.za or agm@iburst.co.za
Molenaar Family, c/o Covenant College, P.O. Box 560229, Petauke, Zambia, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ ______________
r FOR CAMBODIA

r FOR SOUTH AFRICA

r FOR HAITI

r FOR ZAMBIA

r FOR INDONESIA
r FOR OTHER_____________

All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

More About Jesus

More about Jesus would I know,
More of His grace to others show;
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love Who died for me.

More about Jesus let me learn,
More of His holy will discern;
Spirit of God, my teacher be,
Showing the things of Christ to me.

More about Jesus; in His Word,
Holding communion with my Lord;
Hearing His voice in every line,
Making each faithful saying mine.

More about Jesus; on His throne,
Riches in glory all His own;
More of His kingdom’s sure increase;
More of His coming, Prince of Peace.
More, more about Jesus,
More, more about Jesus;
More of His saving fullness see,
More of His love Who died for me

Eliza E. Hewitt
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