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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619), Westminster Standards of the 1640s (the
Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.
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Feeding Anita – Sumba, Indonesia

W h o a r e y o u in v it i n g to c h u r c h n e xt Su n d a y?

e

MEDITATION

Evangelism Lessons from Jesus
Rev. Wade Koenen

As Christians we are called to be representatives and ambassadors of
Jesus (John 17:18). Collectively as His body we are His missionaries
(some with more specific callings and tasks than others); we are all
called to live and tell the world the message of salvation (Matt. 28:20,
Mark 16:15).
But if you are like me and others that I know, you may be filled
with questions about how to do this. Thankfully, the Bible gives us
many answers on many different aspects regarding how we are to
live as His representatives, living and telling the message of
salvation. One example from the life of Jesus on how to live as His
representatives is found in John chapter 4.
Here is a brief overview of the story. Jesus was walking through
Samaria with His disciples. He is tired and sits down and begins to
speak to a Samaritan woman. He speaks about everyday normal
things, using them to gain her interest in order to speak about things
of spiritual importance, to confront her sin and ultimately to reveal
himself to her as the Messiah. John chapter 4 provides many truths
and applications but we will focus on six simple specific pointers on
how to live as Jesus’ representatives.
First: John 4:7, 8, 28 – Jesus was not afraid to sit and talk with a
Samaritan woman. She was a Samaritan; as a Samaritan she was
someone whom His nation viewed as an enemy. She was a woman;
as a woman she was someone that Jesus was forbidden by Jewish
social protocol to have a conversation with.
When we tell others about Jesus we are not to see anyone
unworthy of salvation because of their nationality, background,
unbiblical social stigmas, or any other sinful prejudices.
Secondly: John 4:7 – Jesus used a discussion about water to
connect with the Samaritan woman. When speaking with others,
pray for insight and wisdom to use natural events and circumstances
as a transition to speak about Jesus to others.
Thirdly: John 4:7-10 – Jesus built a bridge between normal life and
spiritual truths. He began talking about water and used water to
remind her that she needed something that would sustain her
spiritually forever.
As God's representatives we are not to remain neutral and speak
merely about the normal things of life but we are to prayerfully seek
areas and way to connect spiritually.
Fourthly: John 4:16-18 – Jesus did not shy away from calling sin
“sin”.
As God's representatives we are to call sin “sin”, not in a
self-righteous manner but as one sinner to another. We as forgiven
sinners are to tell others that they need a Savior for their sins just as
we needed a Savior for our sins.
Fifthly: John 4:20-25 – After engaging the woman and earning her
trust, Jesus discussed and debated the topic of worship with her to
teach her that she was not worshiping the true God and living God.
We are to be prepared to speak when we have the God-given
authority or right, or with those who trust us, about hard biblical
topics and hard biblical questions so that they may discover the lies
that they are believing and turn to the truth of Jesus and His Word.
Sixthly: John 4:26 – Jesus ended with Himself as the Messiah.
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As God's representatives we are not to focus on ourselves or our
experiences or our journey. The whole reason we connect with
others is not to tell others about ourselves but to tell others about
Jesus.
Let us pray that the Lord will enable us all to be faithful to our
callings to live and represent Jesus to those around us following
in the steps of Jesus.

EDITORIAL

God's Way of Sending Forth His Word
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
We often hear or use the expression, "There is
nothing new under the sun." This is also true in
regard to training and sending forth men to
preach the GLAD TIDINGS of the gospel, either
in a foreign country or their native land.
Already in the time of Isaiah, long before the
birth of Christ, Isaiah prophesied that messengers would be sent out from the Jewish nation
to other lands, even "to the isles afar off, that have not heard my
fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory
among the Gentiles." Isa. 66:19. This proves that mission work is
not something new in the last few centuries. In fact, the Lord
through Isaiah goes further and states that out of those foreign
lands and islands, there will come forth those that will bring the
gospel to their native people. "And I will also take of THEM for
priests and Levites, saith the Lord." v.21. Matthew Henry states in
regard to this, "When churches were established among the
Gentiles, they had ministers who were of themselves, elders in
every church."
Indeed, there is nothing new under the sun, and this is what we
as a denomination are trying to do with the help the Lord.
Wherever God sends us to establish a mission post, our mandate
is to bring the preached word but also to prepare and train men
for sacred ministry.
Our mission statement states, "The purpose of the Heritage
Reformed Congregations missions program is to glorify the
Triune God by proclaiming the message of salvation alone in Jesus
Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit. “The seminaries in
Africa and here in Grand Rapids, as well as the long distance
programs, are equipping men to go forth and do God's command.
Let us pray that God will continue to use us in this capacity, and
may there be much fruit upon all these endeavours.
Friends, let us remember our dear missionaries, workers and
students in our prayers as they labor on. Remember Pastor and
Mirjam Molenaar in their search for another station in the small
but heavily populated country of Malawi where they are called to
labor. We are thankful that they have a home at present and are
settling in. Pray that they will soon learn the language spoken
there as a language challenge certainly is a barrier. The Miskins
and DeVrieses are doing well. May God continue to bless their
labors in South Africa at Mukhanyo College, KwaMhlanga and in
Johannesburg, Nakekela Care Centre, and the old age home. Let
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us remember in our prayers Jane Korevaar as she is presently in
Canada and the U.S. giving presentations about the distance
learning program that is rapidly progressing. May God remember also the volunteers who labor so faithfully there as well. May
many souls be won for Christ through all these means.

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI – Making a Difference
Jason & Wilhelmina Krul

“Bonjou!”
The Haitian teenage girl turns and flashes me a grin revealing
an even row of white teeth.
“Bonjou!” She replies, eyeing me curiously as I walk closer and
introduce myself.
“My name is Suzeline,” she then tells me in Creole. “Would
you like to come into my house?” She points to one of the
completed homes on the job site and I nod.
“Sure, I would like that!” She opens the door and I follow her
in.
Inside, the house is neat and tidy. A small table holds an array
of cups and pitchers.

Off to the left is another table with toiletries.
Around the sides of the house are 5 bunk beds.

Wow, this house sleeps ten people!
“Do you live here with your family?” I ask Suzeline. Her bright
smile fades for a moment. “Only part of my family,” she replies
sadly. “Many of my family members died in the earthquake. After
the earthquake what was left of our family relocated to Pignon.
Pastor Jepthe has been helping us get back on our feet.”
“I’m sorry.”
She nods.
We spend some more time talking and she shares more of her
story.
A whole group of earthquake refugees migrated to Pignon, and
with the help of Pastor Jepthe and our team from Chilliwack are
finally getting homes of their own.
“I have to get ready for school now though,” she says after a
little while.
I thank her and bid her goodbye.
Walking back to where the team is working, my thoughts drift
to the starfish story where a boy picks up a starfish on the beach
and throws it back in the water. Although there is no way he can
throw back the thousands of starfish littering the beach, he
continues to help as many as he can.
That’s what Haiti is like too. We can’t help everybody, but with
God’s grace and help and the support of churches and individuals
and with hardworking teams we
can make a difference for some.
Seven
more
homes are almost
completed. A new
beginning
and
new hope for
seven more families.
Jason &
Will Krul

SUMBA, INDONESIA
Bill Sommers

2

We may well say, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because His compassion fails not. They are new every
morning; great is thy faithfulness.” When we see and hear what is
taking place around the globe, we may well take heed to the words
of Jesus in Mark 13:33, “Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is.” And verse 36, “Lest coming suddenly he
find you sleeping.”
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The work here in Sumba may still go on. In history we often
notice that there comes a serious asking after the Lord during
times of war, hunger and persecution. We pray that many will be
brought to their wits’ end through the power of the Holy Ghost
and cry, “Men and brethren what must we do?”
Last Sunday we were encouraged to see more than 90 young
people come to the Bible study. I spoke on 2 Samuel 6:1-12, “The
Lord has blessed the house of Obed-edom and all that pertains to
him, because of the ark of God.” Is our house filled with the Word
of God? Joseph’s heart was filled with the fear of the Lord; is ours?
It is still peaceful here on the Island of Sumba; we still have
freedom to teach and speak from God’s Word in the school and to
open God’s Word in the churches. But we must make haste, for the
time is short and there are so many precious souls here who have
never heard the Word of God. That is what makes us eager to
teach and try to open the Scriptures and pray, “O Lord help us;
send forth Thy Light and Truth into the children’s hearts.”
Friends, when you read this, pray and cry to God for a blessing,
overflowing blessings for Sumba.
In the past month we received three more babies, named
William, Nadine and Josephine. Josephine’s mother passed away
giving birth to her. She came to us when only 8 hours old (photo
on back inside cover).

to accommodate all the grades. We have 5 teachers on loan from
Jakarta for 5 months. This is a great help for us. Nuri, one of our
older children, finished high school and is home for a year to
work in the Home and earn money to go to teacher’s college next
year, the Lord willing.

Market in Waingapu

William

Staff showing off their new uniforms

Some of the
newly
hired
girls are following the teacher
training course
by mail.
In closing we
may say, The
Lord is good
and doeth good.

Nadine

The responsibility is
great, knowing that we
can do nothing without the Lord. Yet the Lord promised, “He that
goes forth and weeps, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come
again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” That gives
strength and hope to carry on from day to day. Things are going
better in the Home as the children grow older and learn to be more
responsible and help out with their many little brothers and
sisters. We can also notice that they are growing by the amount of
food we have to buy every week for about 100 people, staff included.
They use 50 kilo of rice in 3 days, 50 kilo flour in 10 days, 400
eggs a week, 5 chickens per meal, soya cake and mountains of
vegetables; so we go to town at least twice a week.
The kitchen is a busy place, starting at 5 am getting breakfast
ready for 6 am.
Christina, our right hand helper, underwent 2 operations a
month apart and is still recuperating. All is going well in the
school; we may have to add another classroom in the near future
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MALAWI – Malawi Profile
Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar

Once again we want to thank you for your prayers for mission
work worldwide and for us as a missionary family in Africa. As
we minister here on behalf of you, we owe you news and
information about the work, the people, and country of Malawi.
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As you can see from a map, Malawi is a small country (smaller
than England), surrounded by Zambia, Mozambique and
Tanzania. Some call Malawi ‘The land of the Lake’ and others
‘The warm heart of Africa’ as these phrases sum up two
important characteristics of the country. The long lake takes up
20% of Malawi, following the contours of the Great Rift Valley for
a distance of almost 375 miles. Lake Malawi contains more
species of fish than any other lake in the world, close to 1,000. Joas
would love to have his own tank with some of the beautiful
cichlids. We live about a 2-hour drive from the lake and like to go
there for a break sometimes. Our kids love snorkeling and
swimming! The water is warm all year round.

depends on agriculture. However, it seems that international marketing dynamics have placed Malawi in a position where it is
struggling just to maintain its own food security. Many live in continual poverty; crime and corruption are rampant. Since July,
when the Malawi-British relationship cooled down, people are
quick to hold government responsible for the current urgent difficulties. The call for protest seems to come easily. There is an intensifying fuel shortage, foreign aid has been withheld, and foreign
currencies have become scarce. Everyone feels it. This country is
poor, and fears it will become even poorer.
Nathan &
Charity now
stay and
work with
us

Flag of Malawi

Malawi is home
to five National
Parks and about
15 Forest &
Wildlife reserves
with lots of big
game - buffalo,
elephant, lion, leopard, rhinoceros – as well as small game and
lots of birds. We haven’t been to any of them but hope to visit one
in the December summer break. You can divide Malawi in three
parts; North, Central and South. We live in Lilongwe, which lies
in the Central region.
The climate is tropical, similar to what we were used to in
Zambia. We are now in the hot-dry season, expecting rain from
November-March, which is the wet-hot season. April-August is
moderate and dry again. Malaria is prevalent and Cees
experienced a mild attack recently. A girl in Rhoda’s class died
two days after she took sick with malaria. Mosquitoes transmit
the malaria parasites from person to person in blood by mosquito bites. Once it’s in your bloodstream it multiplies, destroying
your red blood cells. There is no vaccine against it but we try to
avoid it by applying mosquito repellant at dusk, sleeping under
nets and eating lots of garlic.
There are about eleven different Malawian tribes, each
distinguished by its own language. One of them, Chichewa,
became the national language after Malawi’s independence from
England. This language sounds very familiar to us and we would
like to learn it properly in order to preach and teach God’s Word
in the language of the people’s hearts. English was only later
adopted as a second language, and only the more highly
educated people master it. The population of Malawi is close to
13 million, making it one of the most densely populated countries
in Africa. 85% of the population live in the rural areas.
In the 19th century, explorer and missionary David Livingstone
laid the foundation of Malawi’s Christianity as well as ending the
slave trade. Livingstone’s work even brought inter-tribal peace in
the country.
Malawi is facing quite a number of challenges hindering its
growth and development. Traditionally, Malawi’s economy
4

Obed and Moses
visiting a
pre-school in our
neighbourhood

Mirjam shops
at the outdoor
‘supermarket’
MALAWI – Ministry Perspective
Rev. Cees Molenaar

The current crises don’t affect just the economy, but also the
church. A pastor who was privileged to study theology in South
Africa told us one of the biggest challenges in his congregation is
illiteracy due to poverty. Parents don’t have money to send their
children to school (they would need to buy uniforms, pencils and
books) and they need them to help work in the fields. Even if one
family member would be able to read, they could never buy a
Bible of his or her own. Also, only 7% of all Malawians have
electricity; that means 93 % do not have the privilege to study and
read after dusk when the work in the fields is done. This just
shows that the church here has problems in addition to what is
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common among all people.
Let me just focus on this aspect of education, since this is our
main passion as well. Take this pastor I just mentioned. He is
about to complete his Ph.D., a huge achievement, and one made
possible only by many different sponsors and scholarships. Yet, in
his congregation with around 5,000 members, his talents might
make little difference. His members’ and elders’ education is so
low, generally, that he alone can hardly start to raise them to a
higher level. Besides, he himself is not free from cares, as his
church can barely support him. What is needed?
It is our observation that two things at least are much needed for
the church of Africa. First of all, it is not sufficient to only (highly)
train a few pastors. Practice shows that this individual can hardly
manage all his ministerial and ecclesiastical duties, let alone
embark on a thorough teaching program on his own. And as long
as his fellow church leaders are not trained, he will have to do
most of the work by himself. What is needed is training geared to
equip church leaders in general: elders, deacons, but also Sunday
school teachers and youth group leaders. When their level of
training rises, by the grace of God they will be enabled to
contribute to the work of the Lord and ministry of the church. This
will also break the isolation of the pastor, and prevent him from
being elevated too high above the members of the church.
Secondly, pastors who do receive higher and more education
should be instructed how to teach and pass on what they learn.
Seminaries and theological schools traditionally concentrate on
the student’s learning and on his individual development as a
theologian. Practically, pastoral students learn how to preach and
provide counseling. However, most are not instructed how to
train and equip other church leaders in turn, at a theologically
relevant level and in line with the context and situation of the
church. Special attention should be given to the rural churches,
where the needs are still larger than in the cities.
Within our investigation, we have concentrated on these two
elements. The needs are truly overwhelming. We have not met a
single person, either Malawian or foreign missionary, who thinks
our mission would be redundant.
Let me wrap up this article by giving you an example of one
ministry that tries to answer the first need. Logos Ministries is part
of Word and Deed ministries Malawi, directed by Mr. Manuel
Kamnkhwani and mainly supported by Word and Deed Canada.
Logos has been closely related to a large Presbyterian church in
Malawi and concentrated on the training of lay leaders in this
church. Also, they offer seminars for pastors already serving the
church after being trained in denominational seminaries. We have
established good relationships with Logos, and at the moment of
writing we are discussing if and how our calling and experience
could contribute to the work being done by them. We should be
able to update you about this soon. According to Logos, the needs
are still many and help is needed to wrestle along in partnership
with the brothers and sisters here in Malawi to start answering
some needs. Our prayer is that the Lord will enable us as a
family, and us as a church, to obey the command and continue to
teach all nations!

DECEMBER 2011

SOUTH AFRICA – Our Global Family
Lanae DeVries

Our home life the last five months has been busy with many
adjustments and adventures since Krista was born! Pregnancy
was a new experience with finding baby items, figuring out how
South African doctors and hospitals work, taking prenatal classes
and the like. But then came the little lady herself and life really
changed. For the better, of course! Being a wife and a mother is
such a wonderful gift from God! The responsibilities involved –
particularly the care of her soul – are humanly impossible, but
there is such overwhelming joy as I watch Krista learn how to
grab things, smile, laugh, squeal, and “talk”. She has done very
well settling into our very non-routine lives and we have already
been so blessed by this sweet baby. It’s most special to watch her
interacting with her favorite person – Daddy; she giggles and
giggles when he tickles her, scares her, or does anything new. The
speed and intricacy of her growth and development in the womb,
but also now in the last few months, is such a beautiful reminder
of the wisdom, power, and creativity of our Maker!
Thankfully, we are not the only ones who love Krista. She’s
been a very popular little lady in a number of ways. Our family
thoroughly enjoyed the visit of Krista’s Aunt Paula and Aunt
Maria from North America, followed by time with Mission
Committee delegates Dr. Jonathan Engelsma and Mr. Doug
VandenBerg. But we also have experienced so much love from
what a friend calls “surrogate family”. We’ve been surrounded by
the gift of Christian brothers and sisters in South Africa, and this
has become especially
evident with Krista’s
birth.
Saying good-bye to
Paula and Maria at
the airport

Some of Mukhanyo Family at Skogheim Conference
I have to confess there were times of doubting when I wondered
if our new little baby would get all the love we wanted her to have
with her biological family being so far away. But “NEVER doubt
our Father’s loving care” was the lesson I was about to learn. It
first hit me when Christian friends from no less than seven
nationalities/ethnic groups came to visit us at the hospital when
Krista was born, showering us with gifts, flowers, and love. Then
friends at three different churches gave separate baby showers for

Glad Tidings

5

this little girl. Her first visit to Mukhanyo overflowed with joy
and well-wishes; I really enjoyed the grandfatherly smiles from
the older students and the younger ones treating her like a little
sister! She was passed around at the recent Mukhanyo staff
barbeque function too, and she inquisitively absorbed everything
and everyone.
Brooklyn
Church ladies
shower

Rietvallei
Church shower
hosted by Dr.
Sonja Miskin

Mukhanyo Staff Braai

Krista DeVries

Chinese
friends

SOUTH AFRICA –
Women’s Conference at Mukhanyo
Jane Korevaar

O t h e r
notable
“family”
experiences
surrounded
the process
of obtaining
the necessary documentation for Krista’s birth. When Krista was
three days old, her Daddy stood in nine different lines at the
South African Home Affairs office to get her handwritten birth
certificate, which the three of us then brought to the American
consulate in Johannesburg. We first needed to apply for Krista’s
USA passport before we could apply for her visa at the South
African Home Affairs Office. While picking up the passport,
Krista wasn’t happy, and a lady whom offered to help me was

6

someone who I later discovered was doing mission work in
Zambia. Later, I returned to Home Affairs for the first step in
obtaining her visa. Krista became rather inconsolable while I was
at the window so that I couldn’t hear the person on the other side.
I was just wondering what to do (because I needed to complete
that step that day, but didn’t feel like waiting in line again for two
hours) when a woman walked up and said she would take care of
her until I was finished. It was a lady from the Sunnyside Church!
Our Heavenly Father was once again taking care of us through the
Christian global family He has given us! And these are not
isolated incidents: she is showered with hugs, kisses, and arms
ready to hold her wherever we go.
So we are very thankful for and blessed by the wonderful experiences we’ve had as part of our worldwide family of Christ. It’s
something very special that we would not have fully experienced
if we had never left our dear families. Pondering this reminds me
again of the truth of the following verses: “And Jesus answered
and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, But he shall
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren,
and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30).

At Mukhanyo Theological College conferences are put together to
reach out to the local community of KwaMhlanga and surrounding areas. We provide short workshops on specific subject areas
with topics to bring the gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ while demonstrating many facets of the Lord’s attributes.
The topics are to be practical and applicable to our daily lives.
On 20 August, 2011, we held a conference titled What is a
Christian Woman? Over one hundred women attended. Some of
the attendees other than those from the local community hailed
from Witbank, Hammanskraal and Tembisa.
The three speakers were as follows:
• Dr. Sonja Miskin spoke on What does a Christian Woman
Believe? She answered this question with “A Christian is a
person who believes in the grace of God as revealed in the
gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Then she explained this
sentence and applied scriptural texts to each section. 1.
Person, 2. Believe, 3. Grace of God, 4. Gospel: a) The Bad
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News, b) Sin, c) Consequences, d) the Good News, 5. The
Results of the Gospel for Us. Several women indicated afterwards how wonderful it was to see how the Bible displays all
of these truths.
Dr. Sonja Miskin is a qualified Medical Practitioner since 1983
and has worked in many hospitals in the Pretoria area. Since 2006
she is the Medical Manager at Nakekela Hospice in Tweefontein
G KwaMhlanga and
currently also visits the
Ekukhanyeni Old Age
Centre.
Dr. Sonja Miskin with
interpreter Mrs. Dorcas
Mathibela

Jane Korevaar spoke on The Beauty of a Christian Woman
working through the topics: 1. What are a Woman’s Desires?
2. The Creation of the Woman (focusing on Gen. 2:18-33
showing the perfection and crowning of the creation of
woman). 3. The Emptiness and 4. How we Fill this Void and
Emptiness to be Beautiful. Examples of Bible Women were
used to demonstrate the various lives of fallen and saved
women: Ruth, Esther, Hagar, Rahab, Tamar, Mary, Women at
the Cross and Resurrection Sunday, Phoebe, Hannah,
Deborah, Miriam, Priscilla, Samaritan Woman at the Well and
the Woman who is a Sinner with Alabaster Box. 5. The
closing topic was Being Beautiful and Increasing Inner
Beauty through Jesus Christ.
Jane Korevaar leads the Mukhanyo Distance programme,
which provides quality study material with DVDs to help church
leaders to train their own pastors. She coordinates the development of study material and works with facilitators at each
teaching site. Jane is also the Financial Manager at Mukhanyo
Theological College, and she assists with project management as
needed.
•

The Mukhanyo Women in Song: Lettie Tjiane (MC), Jane
Korevaar, Lizzie Zondi, Mrs. Samaria Mokwena, Mrs. Sibongile
Tselane, Mrs. Sakhile Thwala and Sabinah Makena

•

Mrs. Neliswe Mtsweni spoke on Women as Christian
Examples and Mentors. The Biblical Women she talked
about were the women in Exodus 2:1-9; 1:7-1 and verses 1519. Topics included: 1. The Israelite Women that were
fruitful, increased abundantly, multiplied. 2. The task
assigned to the Hebrew midwives- Shiph’rah and
Pu’ah- and how they chose to fear God instead of Pharaoh.
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3. Jochabed who loved, valued and embraced her child
Moses as a gift, and who took a step of faith to hide her child
in a basket. Then finally 4. Miriam as a daughter mentored
by her mother.
Mrs. Nelisiwe Mtsweni has been the Mukhanyo Librarian
since 2006. She works with lecturers and students to obtain
books required for their studies. She is a member of the Apostolic
Faith Mission and serves in Children’s and Youth Ministries and
Ladies Fellowship and is involved with the Assembly Board.
Mrs. Neli Mtsweni
with Mrs. Dorcas
Mathibela on the
left interpreting

The three speakers were supported by Mrs. Dorcas Mathibela,
who did the Zulu interpretation. She is an administrator at
Nakekela. Lettie Tjiane, a BTh student at Mukhanyo, was the
chairperson for the conference.
Some comments received from the attendees following the
addresses included:
• “As a woman I learned about the Christian woman. To know
what to do and what not to do, to respect ourselves, to
support each other, and to believe in Jesus Christ.
• “We thank the Lord that we have been able to receive all
these important messages which were given to us by all the
speakers. Thanks for teaching us how to grow.
• “I'm happy that the speakers themes were Christ centered.
I'm glad to be revived together with the other ladies. Keep it
up for the glory of God.
• “I am very blessed and motivated, I have learned a lot from
all the speakers. I am going to pass this to my children and
neighbours, I will come again. God bless and keep it up.
• “For the next conference, please organize a speaker that will
teach about or how to pray, because when women
experience sufferings or challenges they quickly say it’s the
results of laziness to pray. Have someone who will elaborate
more on prayer: why, what and how are the key things.”

Attendees of the conference

The donation of hand lotion for each attendee was provided by
Burgessville, Ontario – thank-you. Thanks to the Lord for using
this conference to reach these women (their families, neighbours
and friends) with practical Biblical knowledge to live a rich and
purposeful life with Jesus Christ as the centre of our daily lives.
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The Icul ‘Elisha Choir singing Uyahalalela (Glorify God). They
are conducted by Joel Mbewe, a videographer and editor for the
Mukhanyo Distance programme.

Mission Trip to South Africa
Sarianne Bos

Who would have guessed August could be so cold? With this first
impression of South Africa we arrived in Johannesburg on
August 16. We were, however, soon greeted with warmth at the
Mandela Farm in KwaMhlanga and the in the days that followed
the weather quickly warmed up. Each morning we were greeted
by Harry and Joke Lukens (our hosts) or Shadrach (who looked
after things on the farm), and the early-rising African sun, as well
as a list of things to do.
One of the main projects was building a water tower at the
Nakekela Clinic. The foundation was dug by hand, it was formed
up, and the concrete was poured by hand as well. The sand order
was a day late, the gravel a day and a half, but everyone soon
learned to smile and say, “This is Africa.” The tower was put
together on the ground and after several days of hard work we
were rewarded with the sight of the tower going up.
We also spent a lot
of time at Mukhanyo
College. The library
needed to be organized,
inventory
needed to be done for
insurance purposes,
and there were many

repairs to do around the school. We
quickly felt at home. Over the days
we spent there we got to know the
staff and students and learned some
of their stories. Some had to leave
behind their families or travel very long distances each week,
often depending on unreliable transportation, to be able to study
here.
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Painting was also on our list. We painted two daycare centers as
well as two new sleeping facilities that were built for the people
at Ekhukhanyeni Old Age Home. Both days were sunny and all
the residents were outside sitting in wheelchairs, on the ground,
or even lying outside in their beds. There were both elderly and
disabled people. For many of them there have few places to go
where they can receive the care that they need.
A few of our group also visited some of the day care centres that
were in the area. Most of the children at the centres were orphans.
One centre we visited was for younger children who were not in
school yet, and came to the centre during the day. The children
were divided into two big groups by age. We played a lot of
games with them, read books together, and sang. As we were
teaching them new songs in English, the teacher translated the
songs into Zulu.

After each workday we came home to be greeted by Triphose,
who made us dinner. Her cooking was delicious and we got to try
a lot of things for the very first time. This included ‘pap,’ which is
a very common thing to eat in South Africa, made from ground
maize. We also met Triphose’s husband Jeremiah, who studies at
Mukhanyo, and together they shared some things about their life
and their move from Rwanda to South Africa.
Sundays, too, were filled with new experiences for most of us.
On our first Sunday we were able to go to the church where Dr.
Miskin preached, and afterwards we were warmly received at the
Miskins’ home where we enjoyed lunch and fellowship with them
and other members of the congregation in their beautiful backyard. On the second Sunday of our stay we met Pastor Oupa
Nkoana and his congregations in Hammanskraal. We went to two
churches in two different areas both started by Pastor Oupa, one
just very recently in Carouselview. The church we attended in the
morning was small and made with aluminum scraps and wood,
and the benches did not look sturdy enough to hold as many people as they did. But as the service began and people continued to
trickle in we forgot the holes in the walls and the size of the
church. Pastor Kelderman preached in English and Pastor Oupa
translated it into Sesotho. We sang and read the Bible together,
both in English and in Sesotho, worshipping the same God!
The trip to South Africa was a very humbling and eye-opening
experience. I am sure that it is true for each of us that we carried
many memories home that will always stay with us. We felt at
home in a country so different than our own, where we met so
many people with few material possessions but who yet received
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us with so much gratitude and hospitality. There are many faces
and names that will stay with us, and we ask that you will keep
these people and their many needs in your prayers as well.

Team Photo: Michelle Brokking, Helena deHaan, Corney Les,
Janet Les, Christina Dedert, Daniel Otten, Donal Les, Sarianne
Bos, Jodene Les, Pastor Kelderman, Bill Klyn
Sarianne Bos is from FRC, Woodstock and came to South Africa with a
team of HRC volunteers in August.

endured the cross, and the great joy there is heaven at the saving
of one soul. Pastor Clayton spoke with conviction and authority;
his meditation, combined with the singing and prayer, made for
a very uplifting and edifying start of our visit.
The MTC facilities are well maintained and fully functional.
There is a main building with a chapel and 5 small classrooms,
and several adjacent unattached small buildings that are also
used as classrooms when necessary. The administration offices
and distance-learning program are also situated in unattached
small thatch-roofed buildings adjacent to the main building. Also
located on site is the elementary school (overseen by an independent organization) in which Sarsih Kegel (a member of the Grand
Rapids HRC congregation) teaches.
That afternoon we
attended
lectures
given by Dr. Miskin,
Dr. DeVries and other
instructors.

HRC Mission Delegation to South Africa
Dr. Jonathan Engelsma

The 2011 HRC Mission Committee delegation
visiting South Africa consisted of Doug
VandenBerg and me. We departed for South
Africa on Monday July 25, and returned to
Grand Rapids on Wednesday, August 3. This
was the first time either of us have visited the
country. We very much enjoyed our time there
and the Christian hospitality of the DeVries and
Miskin families who so kindly hosted us. We found that it was a
good opportunity to get a deeper insight into their respective
ministries there, which hopefully will be useful in helping the
Mission Committee to effectively provide oversight to the work.
In what follows we chronicle our daily experiences during the
visit.
Monday - Tuesday, July 25-26
We flew out of Grand Rapids at 12 pm, flying to Johannesburg,
South Africa via Atlanta. We arrived at the Johannesburg airport
around 6pm and were promptly greeted by the Miskins. After the
one-hour or so commute back to their home in Pretoria, we
enjoyed a warm meal and brief fellowship with the family and
then retired for a much-needed night's rest.

Wednesday, July 27
Dr. DeVries fetched us and brought us to the Mukhanyo
Theological College (MTC) campus in KwaMhlanga. After a
quick tour of the MTC campus facilities we joined the faculty,
staff, and students in their weekly chapel/devotions. After prayer
and singing a couple of hymns (sung heartily a cappella), Pastor
Clayton Alexander (the MTC registrar) led devotions from Mark
3:15. Just as the men in this text went through great lengths to
bring their paralyzed friend to the feet of Jesus, we to must exert
ourselves to bring others to Jesus, with a focus on how Christ
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Dr. Brian DeVries
lecturing

We also spent time visiting with Jane Korevaar. Jane is from the
Bradford HRC and currently working at MTC as a project
manager for the MTC Distance Learning program. Jane has many
years of valuable experience in the retail industry in Canada, and
it was very evident to us that her skills are being put to good use
in Africa.

Thursday, July 28
After overnighting at the MTC on-campus guesthouse, we spent
the morning discussing the work at MTC with Dr. DeVries and
once again attending various lectures on campus. These
discussions were especially helpful in helping us get oriented and
prepared for the upcoming MTC Annual General Members
(AGM) meeting scheduled for Saturday morning.
That afternoon we attended lectures given by various faculty.
Jonathan attended part of a lecture taught by Rev. Thabiso
Moeketsi. The lecture content was organized and well presented
and the overall instructor-student interaction excellent. It was
encouraging to see the instructor gently prodding/mentoring the
students to back their assertions and positions with God’s Word.
Doug attended a lecture on biblical counseling, taught by Dr. Flip
Buys, the former principal of MTC.
During the afternoon, we walked over to the elementary school
buildings where classes were just wrapping up for the day. We
had an informative discussion with Sarsih Kegel, who is teaching
in the school along with two African teachers. Most of the
students come from the nearby township communities.
Instruction is given in English, and the students seem to have a
reasonable grasp of the language, considering that the first language of these children is actually one of the tribal languages
common in the region. The buildings themselves are functional
but rather modest by standards here at home. Sarsih appeared to
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be well adjusted to her work and life in South Africa. She is obviously much appreciated and loved by her little pupils. Sarsih
shares housing accommodation with Dori Averink back in
Pretoria, near the DeVries and Miskin families.

Sarsih Kegel’s classroom

Friday – July 29
Dr. Sonja Miskin and Dori Averink picked us up in the morning
and brought us to the Nakekela Clinic, a hospice for AIDS/HIV
patients coming from the impoverished townships. The clinic is
an independent organization with its own board of directors. Dr.
Arthur Miskin serves as the board’s chairman and we gathered
that the Miskins are the visionaries and catalysts championing
this particular outreach.
The primary financial sponsors of the clinic are Word and
Deed and De Verre Naasten. Along with receiving the medical
expertise of Dr. Sonja Miskin and her colleagues, the patients are
also, when possible, evangelized and pointed to the great physician Jesus Christ. For those who do manage to return to their
homes, Christian workers from the clinic maintain contact to
make sure the patients are taking the prescribed medicines and
also to minister to their spiritual needs. Periodically, the clinic
hosts “support group” meetings. For these, the clinic staff drive
through the community to gather the former patients together
back at the clinic for a sort of chapel/devotional service.
We were able to attend one of these support group meetings at
which a young pastor (a recent MTC graduate) led the
devotional. The young pastor’s message was Christ-centered and
practical, basically emphasizing the importance of looking solely
to Christ in all of our adversity rather than ancestor worship – a
common traditional religious practice in these communities. It
was indeed a moving experience to hear the young man preach
and the lively and musical singing of the attendees. The pastor
spoke in a local native language while the nurse (Emma) quietly
translated to English for our benefit.
Saturday, July 30
Yet another sunny day with a bright blue cloudless sky greeted us
on Saturday morning. Today we attended the MTC Annual
General Meeting
(AGM) as HRC
representatives.
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Dr. Arthur Miskin,
Dr. Jonathan
Engelsma, Doug
VandenBerg

Also in attendance were approximately thirty other delegates
from a variety of other evangelical churches. Most of the delegates
were from South Africa and neighboring countries with one
delegate from the Christelijke Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland
(sister denomination to the Free Reformed in North America). The
HRC was the only denomination represented from North
America, though Dr. Brian Wingard (a new instructor at MTC)
attended as an observer for the Orthodox Presbyterian
Congregations.
The meeting focused mostly on informational reports given by
MTC administrators and staff. Dr. DeVries, who serves as MTC’s
Principal, presented the progress made in a variety of areas as well
as the challenges encountered in the past year.

Dr. Brian DeVries presenting

Also presenting were Rev. Isaac Maleke (Vice-Principal), and
Jane Korevaar. Jane presented the vision behind—as well as the
progress to date—of the MTC distance-learning program. All of
the presentations were well received, and some input was given
on potential collaboration with various ministries of the member
churches. As this was the first time HRC Mission Committee
delegates from North America attended, we were given the
opportunity to address the assembly. We extended greetings from
our denomination and its mission committee and thanked the
board and member churches for allowing us to participate in the
MTC ministry.

Mukhanyo Annual General Members Meeting Attendees

All in all we were favorably impressed with MTC as an institution. It is evident that the organization is beyond its “startup”
stage and is transitioning over to a more mature and stable and
sustainable organization. We were particularly encouraged by the
key leadership roles filled by Africans. For example, Rev. Tebogo
Mogale serves as Chairperson of the MTC Board and ran a very
good meeting. We were also impressed with the spirituality and
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wisdom of Rev. Isaac Maleke. Rev. Maleke is a man whose conversion to Christianity came at great costs (estrangement from his
family who at the time were hostile to his faith) and now serves
as a key leader at MTC and the local congregation he pastors.

students and geography. It would be costly to bring African
pastors from across Africa onsite at the main MTC campus, and
in addition, there are far more pastors who need training than the
current campus could accommodate. The distance-learning
program is designed to inexpensively bring theological training
out to the pastors in their present locales. Finally, the program is
contextual and relevant to the needs of African pastors. Being
designed at MTC within the African context, the program meets
the specific needs that African pastors have as they labor in their
local congregations.

Rev. Isaac Maleke and Rev. Tebogo Mogale

Sunday, July 31
Sunday morning we attended worship services at the Rietvallei
Reformed Congregation’s English service lead by Dr. Arthur
Miskin. This was a significant event on a couple of points. First,
the congregation was receiving two new adult members (confession of faith) and two new infant members (baptism). Second, this
service marked Dr. Miskin’s initial return to the pulpit after his
illness earlier this year. The congregation is a multi-ethnic
English-speaking group that exists as a ministry of a larger established Reformed (Afrikaans) congregation. The congregation
meets on Sunday mornings in the fellowship hall of the
Afrikaaner church, which is meeting simultaneously in the
facility’s main sanctuary. We found the multi-ethnicity (the couple
joining was African, and the parents of the other baby were Asian)
encouraging, as was the fact that the congregation appears to be
composed mainly of young families with a fair number of young
children.
Dr. Miskin preached on Galatians 3:7-9, carefully establishing
the practice of infant baptism as a fulfillment of Old Testament
circumcision. Denying that our children have any place in God’s
covenant would in a sense cheapen or reduce their standing in the
New Testament dispensation, particularly for Jewish believers.
After worship, we returned to the Miskin home where we were
joined by the entire HRC mission team (Miskins, Devries’, Jane K.,
Sarsih K., and Dori A.) for a delicious meal and an afternoon of
edifying fellowship.
On Sunday evening, we all attended services at the nearby
Constantia Park Baptist Church. This was formerly the church of
Dr. Martin Holdt. The sermon was an evangelical message
powerfully preached from Acts 2:37 by the Rev. Willem
Bronkhorst.

Monday, August 1
On Monday, we traveled with Jane Korevaar to a couple of sites
where the Mukhanyo Distance learning program is operational.
The strategic value of this program was quite evident to us when
we see it up close. First, the program’s content is solidly experientially reformed and confessionally-based, providing timeless
Biblical instructional that the African church is much in need of.
Second, the program will scale well in terms of numbers of
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Doug VandenBerg and Dr. Jonathan Engelsma
at the Union Buildings

Tuesday, August 2
Our last stop was the new MTC campus in Johannesburg. The
campus is located in an urban context in a church building. On
our arrival we were greeted by the key person / instructor at this
site – Mr. Jons Flentje. Jons is actually one of the few white
people who have studied and graduated from MTC and a member of the congregation that now maintains the church building.
The congregation is multi-ethnic, primarily composed of African
families. In any case, the facility, though in need of some repair, is
in a highly populated urban location and could prove to be a fantastic site to extend MTC’s aim to aid the African churches in
urban Johannesburg and similar contexts in Africa.
Dr. DeVries than drove us to the Johannesburg airport for our
long flight back to the USA. After checking in for our flights we
lingered a bit longer in the lobby area, and after Dr. DeVries
offered a parting prayer we said our farewells and went through
security. Our flight home was on time and uneventful.

Thoughts on Language and Missions
Janet Les

Language is a major consideration for mission work in many
contexts. Providing access to God’s Word to people in their own
vernacular continues to be a major focus of mission efforts.
Learning a new language may be the most difficult task that one
must accomplish. Building relationships depends on meaningful
communication, without which there is little hope for sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ.
Recently, while visiting Mukhanyo Theological College in
South Africa, a theology student tried to teach me a little Zulu.
“It’s important,” said Elliot, “to at least know the greetings here.”
Yes, I agreed.
Hello! Sawubona! (to one person) Sanibona! (to more than one
person)
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Welcome! Ngiyakwemukela! (to one person) Ngiyanemukela!
(more than one person)
Good Bye! Sala kahle! (to a person staying) Salani kahle! (to
persons staying) Hamba kahle! (to a person leaving) Hambani kahle!
(to persons leaving)
Obviously, it would be quite hopeless for me to learn Zulu. I
thought Afrikaans would be easier. It’s not too difficult to read for
those of us who can read Dutch. It was pretty clear what the
washroom poster was saying. However, listening to employees at
Mukhanyo speaking Afrikaans had me catching about 1 word in
10, certainly not enough to understand a conversation. The
confusion of Babel is as real today as ever.
Washroom Poster

The most common language
heard spoken at Mukhanyo is
Zulu, but one also hears other
African languages, as well as
Afrikaans, English, and French.
Pastor Jeremie and his wife
Triphose have lived near
Mukhanyo for 7 years and are
from Rwanda. The family speaks
their indigenous language and
French at home but he studies and preaches in English. Rwanda
has recently changed the language in schools from French to
English. Jeremie thinks it’s a good idea but admits that there are
few teachers in Rwanda who speak passable English.
An hour away, in Hammanskraal, Pastor Oupa Nkoana
preaches in Sesotho to a diverse congregation. There I met immigrants from Zimbabwe and Mozambique. How well do they
know Sesotho? Not well; their English is better, but they’re
learning.
English is increasingly becoming the language of instruction in
many African schools, as it is at Mukhanyo. This is a problem for
pastors who take classes for the content but are not proficient in
English. They are attending theological school to increase their
Bible knowledge and become more profitable servants in God’s
kingdom. Many of the students do not preach or pastor in English
in their communities. Certainly they would like to improve their
English, but it’s a challenge added to an already demanding life.
Mukhanyo, on the other hand, believes good command of
English is vital for its graduates. Registrar Rev. Clayton
Alexander says that, as young people are increasingly educated in
English throughout South Africa, his students will be preaching
in English in the not too distant future. Furthermore,
poor written English
reflects poorly on the high
standard of education that
Mukhanyo seeks to deliver.
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Janet Les and Triphose
Tuyisenge

Being given the opportunity to teach English for several days
was a highlight of my visit. Students told me that the number one
reason for wanting to improve their English was better access to
the vast resources in English, distinctly lacking in their language.
I told them that the best way to improve their English was to read,
read, read... in English. Together we worked through some writing
challenges identified in their exam papers. Library volunteer,
Dorothy Wingard, whose husband is a lecturer at Mukhanyo,
joined several classes and will continue assisting
students to develop their English.
Janet Les is from the HRC, Chilliwack congregation and came to South
Africa with a team of volunteers in August.

CHURCH EVANGELISM

OUR HRC CHURCH OUTREACHES
IN NORTH AMERICA
John Beeke

At the April 2011 HRC Synod, Elders James Beeke, John Beeke and
Jake Sinke (former elder) were appointed as an ad hoc committee
to explore ways to raise necessary funds for our three HRC
Outreaches in North America.
As Committee, we felt that generating awareness of each of our
outreach ministries would be helpful. We asked each of our
Outreaches to write a summary of its work and to send it to us
with some photographs. We have compiled the short reports from
each of our three HRC Outreaches located in Fort Macleod,
Alberta; Newmarket, Ontario; and Harrison, Arkansas into this
article.
We pray that this article will connect you more closely with our
North American HRC Outreaches, with their needs as well as
successes, and that you may remember each with your prayerful
and financial help.

Shalom in Fort Macleod, Alberta
Rev. Wade Koenen

The Shalom outreach of the Heritage Reformed Denomination in
Fort MacLeod opened in a storefront location on April 1, 2011.
Shalom held its first open house on June 12 with the support and
backing of the Chilliwack HRC and the Heritage Reformed
denomination.
HRC storefront outreach in
Fort Macleod

Our foundational core values
and mission are as follows.
First, we are a Reformed congregation, which upholds and
follows the principles of the Reformed faith as presented in the
“five solas”, the Five Points of Calvinism, the Three Forms of
Unity and the Westminster Confessional Standards.
We chose the name “Shalom” as our mission statement because
we believe that it is God's vision and mission for our local church
in the Forth Macleod community. Shalom is an historical Jewish
greeting. It is their “hello,” but it is more than a “hello.” It is
wishing God's blessing of peace in every dimension of life. Fort
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Macleod, as all other communities, is a community filled with sin
and its consequences. This is true individually, communally and
cross-culturally between different ethnic and cultural groups. We
pray that our community may experience true peace through the
person, work and power of the Lord Jesus Christ by His Word and
Spirit. We pray that, through the peace of Jesus Christ, we may
experience peace individually and communally. Our vision and
prayer for Shalom in our community is that it will provide a place
of Christian fellowship, healing, peace, real Christian accountability, practical and sound Biblical instruction, and a place of real
worship and contact with God. Under God’s blessing, we aim to
be real, authentic, loving, joyful, fair (just) and vibrant as we
interact and fellowship together as a church family.

of Fort Macleod) and some have been looking for a local
Reformed congregation that fits the vision and mission statement
of Shalom. The responses to expositional preaching and solid
Biblical truth and celebration of the Lord's Supper are encouraging and humbling. It is stimulating for us spiritually. We praise
our gracious Lord and give Him all the credit and glory for that
which He has done during the past three months, what He is
doing among us now, and we look forward to what He will do for
us and with us in the future.
Waiting for church service
to begin

Please pray that God may
continue to bless us with an
ever-deepening zeal for His
truth, a strong loving bond for
each other, and a heart filled
with care and concern for the many unsaved in our community.

HRC in Newmarket, Ontario
Rev. Don Overbeek

Sermon discussion time
Since our open house in June, God has blessed us with opportunities to live our vision, mission and name. We have been in contact with a Native Christian fellowship and now share our building and some of our resources with them. We both hold our own
separate entities and worship at different times. Shalom worships
at 9:30 am and 6:00 pm and the Native Christian fellowship
worships and fellowships from 12:00-4:30pm. It is our prayer that
through our relational contact, mentorship opportunities, speaking opportunities and day to day interaction with one another true
Shalom would be experienced among our two Churches and be
seen in Fort Macleod and its surrounding
communities.
Native Christian Fellowship that shares
storefront facilities

The Shalom Outreach has also
witnessed growth numerically and
spiritually in the three months since our
open house. We began with two families
and now have six families attending our services on a regular
basis. With these new families we have grown from an average
number of attendees of 8 to 16.
Our new attendees have come from a variety of backgrounds.
Some have been looking for a church due to being new to town.
Some have had their own church close down (The Victory Church
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Newmarket Sunday worship service
“Where truth and grace together shine” serves as a summary of
our identity and calling as a church in Newmarket, Ontario and
the surrounding area. In our church life and outreach we desire to
be people of God in whom His truth and grace find concrete
expression.
We are an established congregation with a humble history and
currently have about 25 people worshipping at our services. Each
Sunday we gather for worship at a Christian School in the
Holland Marsh, about 30 minutes north of Toronto.
Approximately half of our members are older couples, a few of
whom live quite far from the church. Each of these realities
impacts our evangelistic efforts as we strive to reach people with
the Gospel. With this being said, we believe that our outreach
plan must not be defined by human limitations but by the
almighty power of God, Who gathers His people to His church.
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Newmarket worship service attendees

Our efforts to be a church and people where (or in whom) “truth
and grace together shine” consist of two sides: a foundational
message and a faithful ministry. “Truth and grace” defines the
message we embrace, these terms refer to God, His Word, and its
application to the heart and life by the Holy Spirit. “Together
shine” is the faithful ministry where truth and grace are put on
display, especially in preaching, sacraments, and Christian
discipleship.
Our outreach efforts largely revolve around Bible studies and
personal evangelism. Bible studies are blessed times where God’s
Word is opened, relationships are built and spiritual growth is
evident. To organize these Bible studies we go door-to-door and
speak with people at bus stops and stations. We also individually
try to use our everyday interactions with people as opportunities
to reach out to them – whether among our neighbors, in stores, or
at work.

sustain our elderly members; increase our understanding of and
desire to testify of the gospel to our neighbors; bless our worship,
fellowship and personal experiences with His grace and truth; and
prosper our Bible studies both internally and numerically. We pray
that God’s grace and truth would overcome our unbelief and the
biblical illiteracy that surrounds us.

Grace Reformed Christian Church
in Harrison, Arkansas
Rev. David Lipsy

The Lord began to raise up a Reformed work in North Central
Arkansas in 1999 when two families began to worship in their
homes and reached out to the HRC for help. The HRC responded
and accepted this Arkansas work as an outreach ministry, placing
it under the oversight of the Jordan HRC Consistory. Passing
through seasons of encouragement and discouragement, the
Outreach finally became an organized HRC congregation in the
spring of 2010 and is now called Grace Reformed Christian
Church.

Bus stops – good places to
contact and share the gospel
with others

The primary obstacles we
face are our own unbelief and
the biblical illiteracy that
abounds around us. To
counter our unbelief we need to keep evangelizing ourselves by
bringing God’s truth and grace in the Gospel to shine more brightly in our minds and hearts. Biblical illiteracy is a complex problem
that starts in the home and is solidified by the culture. We believe
the best way to challenge this illiteracy is by providing well for the
biblical literacy of families, which we do by offering engaging
study groups for adults and catechism for children. We pray that
our homes will be incubators for truth and grace to thrive and
shine brightly into our dark world.
We realize in all this that God has numbered our days and
knows our works. Thankfully, His grace and truth will shine
forever. May this reality brighten our days and bless our work!

Bible Study/Sermon Discussion

Please remember in prayer that God will continue to graciously
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Bible study in Leslie
After the original home setting, worship services were next conducted in the towns of Yellville, then Pyatt, and presently in a very
suitable facility on the town square in Harrison. Approximately 65
souls gather for worship, not counting the occasional visitors who
worship with us. We presently have 27 confessing members. The
congregation is served by two deacons, two elders, and a pastor.
Unlike most areas in which HRC congregations are found, the
Reformed faith is largely unknown in North-Central Arkansas.
The vast majority of churches here espouse Arminianism. Being in
the region of our country referred to as the “Bible Belt,” there is a
distinctively Christian “atmosphere” here. Sadly, however, vital
godliness is not so evident; salvation appears to be emphasized far
more than holiness. The two, of course, are inseparable.
The Lord surprised some of us by the manner in which He has
worked here. It was hoped that, under the Lord’s blessing, some
level of doctrinal unity could be achieved, followed by a deepening spiritual and experiential oneness. The reverse has been our
experience. Christian love, increasing piety, and heartfelt worship
of our dear Savior have united us with deep spiritual bonds.
Thankfully, oneness in the Reformed understanding of the
Christian faith is also developing to a significant degree. We
desire, by the grace of God, to exemplify Jesus’ words in John
13:35, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.”
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Because of the vast distances that separate our families, our
Lord’s Day schedule is quite full. After our morning worship
service, classes for our youth and adults are conducted, followed
by a pot-luck meal and various studies and activities for women,
youth group, youngsters, and children. After the second service
we participate in Psalter singing, prayer meetings, and sermon
discussions on a rotating basis.
Our Youth Group is very service-oriented, often with joy
helping needy neighbors or church members with practical
projects accompanied by devotions. We also have also participated in special outings, for example a trip to the Creation Museum
or Youth Camp. Our young people are a delight to work with here.
Part of the Youth
Group helping to
set up our
Community
Library

Most of our families could be
described, economically, as “blue-collar” workers or “self-employed.” The Lord has
blessed us with a strong work ethic and quiet generosity. Outreach
is highly valued.
Synod 2011 unanimously approved our desire to try to plant a
second church in or around Leslie, a small village about an hour
and fifteen minutes south of Harrison. This desire stems from the
spiritually needy condition of the area and the burden our three
families who live in the area feel for their neighbors. We are
slowly and prayerfully seeking wisdom how best to proceed.
Inside the
sanctuary – view
from the pulpit

Many are the
challenges we face.
Retaining visitors,
and even members, is challenging because of our Reformed theological perspective and worship style. Though our members have
not, thankfully, been infected by the many and grievous heresies
that surround us, attendees sometimes are. Much wisdom and
discernment is needed to deal with this.
Please pray that we be given much love and grace from God to
know and persevere in His ways and to be ever thankful for each
mercy that He shows us, all for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Conclusion and Needs

Please remember these three HRC North American Outreaches in
your prayers and giving. It is estimated that approximately
$90,000 of support (in addition to the anticipated collections by
the Outreaches themselves) will be necessary in 2012 for these
three ministries.
To assist financially, the Committee’s goal is to approach some
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donors with a generous heart for outreach work to raise half of
the necessary funds. Please consider helping with “the remaining
half” of $45,000 by sending a donation to: Bill Klyn, HRC Mission
Committee Treasurer, 52 Church St. W, Burgessville, Ontario N0J
1C0 bill@bklcarpentry.ca
Please mark your gift for HRC Outreach Pastors Support. See
further details on back inside cover.
Also, please give charitably to the Tent-making Fund collections at your local HRC church. NOTE: The “Tent-making Fund”
may more accurately be named the “Outreach Ministers Support
Fund” as the purpose of this committee is to distribute funds to
support our outreach and needy church pastors by paying
portions of their salaries as required.
We request that donations for local outreach are not made,
however, at the expense of our HRC foreign mission work to
which we are committed as a HRC denomination. Our HRC
Mission fund also needs your on-going support for its wonderful
outreach work in Africa as well.
We pray and trust that our gracious God will bless our outreach
work, both domestic and foreign, to the salvation of sinners, the
extension of Christ’s kingdom and the honor and glory of our
Triune God. “Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find
it after many days” (Eccl. 11:1).

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

A Practical Theology of Missions Eric E. Wright
In a thorough study of the church’s work of
missions, Eric Wright covers topics such as
missions and God’s kingdom, the validity of
mission boards, the role of providence, the necessary spiritual gifts, the multiethnic nature of ideal
churches, how to avoid dependency, short-term
versus lifelong commitment, and much more.
(Day One, PB, 380 pgs) $19.00 | $14.25

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
Nature is beautiful, isn’t it? The heavens in particular, as Psalm 19
says, “declare the glory of God.” This is especially true when each
day they declare the sun that descends to shine on the earth and
then ascends back up. The sun’s course is a picture of the Gospel.
It is a picture of the course which the Sun of Righteousness, the
Lord Jesus Christ, has taken: descending out of the heavens,
doing His work on the earth, and then rising again “with healing
in His wings,” Malachi 4:1. However, as beautiful as this all is,
“the Scriptures” are more excellent than the skies. That is because
it is only by the Scriptures that we have knowledge of the Gospel
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in the first place. Therefore, young people, we should be very
thankful for our Bibles! Let us also seek to spread the Good News
to others.
One article that we received explains further this excellence of
Scripture.
THE BIBLE
THIS BOOK REVEALS THE MIND OF GOD, the state of man,
the way of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of
believers.
ITS DOCTRINES ARE HOLY, its precepts are binding, its
histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.
READ IT TO BE WISE, believe it to be safe, and practise it to be
holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you, and
comfort to cheer you.
IT IS THE TRAVELLER’S MAP, the pilgrim’s staff, the pilot’s
compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter. Here,
too, heaven is opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.
CHRIST IS ITS GRAND SUBJECT, our good its design, and the
glory of God its end.
IT SHOULD FILL THE MEMORY, rule the heart, and guide the
feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of wealth,
a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.
IT IS GIVEN YOU in life, will be opened at the judgment, and be
remembered forever. It involves highest responsibility, will
reward the greatest labour, and condemn all who trifle with its
sacred contents.
OWNED, IT IS RICHES; studied, it is wisdom; trusted, it is
salvation; loved, it is character; and obeyed, it is power.
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland
Dear Friends,
The Miskin MLC is planning a possible two week mission trip to
South Africa for early fall of 2012, D.V.
Those who may be interested should please forward their name, age
and contact information to: bill@bklcarpentry.ca or mkelderman@execulink.com
If sufficient interest is not shown, the next trip to be planned will be
for the fall of 2014.

The Exodus Bible Quiz

1. What was the name of Moses’ brother?
a. Amram b. Aaron c. Joshua d. Jehoram
2. Who rescued Moses from the ark of bulrushes?
Pharaoh’s: a. daughter b. maid c. wife d. mother
3. What did the Israelites borrow from their neighbours?
a. jewels b. milk c. lamb d. earthen pots
4. How many plagues did God send on Egypt?
a. 5 b. 10 c. 15 d. 20
5. What was the second plague?
a. frogs b. water turned to blood c. locusts d. darkness
6. Aaron turned his rod into a serpent before Pharaoh, and Pharaoh’s
magicians did likewise, but what happened to their serpents?
a. They were consumed by fire b. They fell into dust
c. Aaron’s rod swallowed them d. they attacked Pharaoh
7. What sea did the Israelites cross through to escape the Egyptians?
a. Dead Sea b. Black Sea c. Red Sea d. Sea of Galilee

Remainder to be added in the next March Glad Tidings...
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MISSION FINANCES
Jason Beeke

Dear Mission Friends,
Once again we have completed another quarterly period of the year. As
explained in the last issue, this quarter has been extended to a four month
period in order to align with our new fiscal year end but will continue in
regular quarterly reports. As Finance Committee and Mission Committee,
we heartily extend our sincere thanks for your contributions to provide for
our mission endeavours. Recently we have experienced financial
challenges, but once again, the Lord has provided. Please receive the
attached financial report of the most recent quarter that reflects the
generous support received. With this in mind, we kindly request that you
continue supporting our mission efforts in prayer and giving. Please
continue to remember both the missionaries and tent-making ministers
with their families in prayer. Let us rely on the most high God to provide
and sustain for all their and our needs in order to uplift His name even to
the ends of the world. Thanks once again for your participation and
encouragement.
Financial Statement
HRC Mission – April – July 2011 (US$)
Balance Apri 1, 2011
$ 7,368.46
Income:
HRC Congregations
Individual Donations
Word and Deed (Transfer in)
Total Income

$ 182,148.12
6,776.52
12,000.00
$ 200,924.64

Balance July 31, 2011

$ 74,203.38

Expenses:
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange – Gain / Loss
Glad Tidings Distribution Expense
Glad Tidings Publishing Expense
Salary & Pension Expense
Housing & Vehicle Expenses
Mission Staff Related Support
Travel
Word & Deed Transfers Out
Mukhanyo College
South Africa Mercy Funds
Transfer to Tent Making USD Account
Total Expenses

HRC Tent Making Fund
Opening Balance Apri 1, 2011
Income:
HRC Congregations
Transfer from General USD Account
Expenses:
Bank Service Charges
Currency Exchange – Gain / Loss
Administration Expense
Tent Ministry Support
Closing Balance July 31, 2011
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$

464.62
(1,305.80)
2,648.55
7,996.50
50,458.75
31,221.50
472.90
14,702.96
12,000.00
4,570.34
7,432.80
3,456.60
$134,089.72
$ 57,196.70

5,335.87
3,354.34

56.05
199.67
264.23
22,692.50

$ 42,694.46
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A grandfather brings newborn grandchild to the home

Josephine in Sumba, Indonesia

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Sarsih Kegel – December 16
• Mirjam & Rev. Cees Molenaar Anniversary – February 10
• Wilhelmina Krul Birthday – December 27
• Mirjam Molenaar Birthday – March 4
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
Contact Information:
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: briand@mwf.net Mobile:
27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, c/o 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria South Africa, 0186. Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594, KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022,
Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P.O. Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 380 Little Lake Road, RR # 1 Norwich, Ontario N0J 1P0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 446 9943

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ __________ r FOR HAITI r FOR INDONESIA r FOR MALAWI
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA r HRC OUTREACH PASTORS SUPPORT r FOR OTHER____________
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Praise the Savior, all ye Nations

Praise the Savior, all ye nations,
Praise Him, all ye hosts above;
Shout, with joyful acclamation,
His divine, victorious love;
Be His kingdom now promoted,
Let the earth her Monarch know;
Be my all to Him devoted,
To my Lord my all I owe.

See how beauteous on the mountains
Are their feet, whose grand design
Is to guide us to the fountains
That o’erflow with bliss divine,
Who proclaim the joyful tidings
Of salvation all around,
Disregard the world’s deridings,
And in works of love abound.

With my substance will I honor
My Redeemer and my Lord;
Were ten thousand worlds my manor,
All were nothing to His Word:
While the heralds of salvation
His abounding grace proclaim,
Let His friends, of every station,
Gladly join to spread His fame.
Benjamin Francis
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