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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

For free sermons and radio messages of HRC ministers write: The Gospel Trumpet, 540
Crescent NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tract distribution write: Banner of Truth Tract Mission, 540 Crescent Street, NE,
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For tapes, CD’s of sermons, lectures, classes, etc., write: The Tape Room, 540 Crescent
Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503.
For material related to theological training write: Puritan Reformed Theological
Seminary, 2965 Leonard Street, NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525 or on-line at
www.puritanseminary.org.
In all publications the Heritage Reformed denomination aims to remain true to
inerrant Scripture and its Reformed heritage as expounded in the Reformed doctrinal standards: the Belgic Confession (1561), Heidelberg Catechism (1563), and
Canons of Dordt (1618-1619), Westminster Standards of the 1640s (the
Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms).
For additional information on HRC ministries, please visit our website at www.hnrc.org.

After the Worship Service at Tshwane Reformed Church

W h o a r e y o u in v it i n g to c h u r c h n e xt Su n d a y?

MEDITATION

Let us by faith seek to love God above all and our neighbor as
well—that is the only way we can rightly follow these five
apostolic exhortations for successful evangelism.

Apostolic Exhortations for Evangelism
Rev. Michael Fintelman

“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be
strong. Let all your things be done with charity”
—1 Cor. 16:13-14

EDITORIAL

During the time of the early New Testament
Church the city of Corinth was much like society
today. Externally the culture was flourishing; business was brisk. But internally, that is, morally and
spiritually, this city was corrupt to the core. Yet, it was in the city of
Corinth that Paul was called to minister the gospel, evangelize and
ultimately set up a church. Although time has changed many things
dramatically, yet the timeless truth of Scripture is still as applicable
to us today as it was to Corinth then.
At the end of Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians (16:13-14), we
find five staccato type exhortations we do well to take heed to.
First, “Watch.” It means “be watchful,” that is, don’t be careless,
and don’t be deceived. The Corinthians were in danger of being led
away by many issues—almost too many to list. Time has not
changed that. We also need to be watchful. We need to have our
theology precise, and to be watchful for error that drifts around and
can seep in like a bad odor.
We also have to be watchful in lifestyle. Taking into account the
sinfulness of our heart, if we are not watchful we can begin sinful
practices that sometimes can turn into sinful habits, which can be
hard to break. Therefore, be watchful not to go down that path of
error.
Secondly, “Stand fast in the faith.” Literally, “be firm in the faith.”
We need to be firm in our own faith, not believing one moment and
wavering the next (James. 1:6). We also need to be firm in the body
of faith we hold to and teach. The Lord does not want us to be like
children being easily misled by deceit (Eph. 4:14). He wants us to be
firmly rooted in the faith.
Third, “Be brave like a man.” Be manly, act like a man. Don’t be a
pushover. We ought to exercise unflinching courage like Paul, who
was not ashamed of the gospel (Rom. 1:16). Often we are timid in
relation to our faith. Why is that? It could be that we are not well
grounded enough in Scripture’s truths to have a sense of courage as
we evangelize or discuss matters of faith with others. We need to be
brave, like a warrior, in the faith of Scripture.
Fourth, “Be strong.” We need more than courage. We need to exercise that courage in strength. The Corinthians needed brave strength
to combat the challenges that faced them. We too need Joshua-type
strength (Josh. 1:7) as we labor for the Lord. We must not find our
strength in ourselves, for that would be an expression of weakness,
but we must find our strength in Him who is mighty (Psa. 89:19).
Finally, “Let all things be done in charity—in love.” Paul handled
all the challenges in the Corinthian church with courageous, strong
love. So must we as well. How do we do that? One of the greatest
forms of love is living life with a giving, unselfish motive. That was
how God Himself expressed His great love. “God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son…” (John. 3:16). Even in matters of
faith it is easy to be selfish.
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Farewell
John Beeke

Dear Friends,
Matthew 24:14 states, "And this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come." We are nearing that end as God's word is
presently being proclaimed almost throughout
the world. The Bible is now being translated
into different tribal languages and missionaries
are going forth, bringing God's word in areas where it has never
reached yet. Our mission endeavors are only a very small part of
what God is doing in order to fulfil this text.
At present a new committee consisting of two members from
the Heritage Reformed churches, two from the Free Reformed
churches, two from Word and Deed and three from Logos
Ministries has been formed to work together in establishing a
mission structure in Malawi. We believe the Lord has brought this
together and called us to move forward in this direction which
would give Pastor Molenaar his task according to our mandate
and statement of purpose. Presently he and his family are in
North America doing presentations in various areas. Pray that
God will continue to guide us as a committee and give Pastor
Molenaar the love, patience and wisdom he needs as he begins
this new venture.
Pastors Miskin and DeVries and families are doing well. It was
nice to see and meet with Jane Korevaar while she was in North
America on furlough. May God bless these pastors and Jane, as
well as Mukhanyo College and Nakekela Clinic and all who labor
there.
Dear friends, I must now say farewell to all of you as my term
as editor for Glad Tidings has come to an end. Thank you so much
for the many helps, gifts, prayers, etc. you have provided in
various ways. Our dear brother, Jake Sinke, will take over as
chairman and editor. Jake, may God bless you and give you what
you need in this responsibility that is laid upon your shoulders,
performing this calling with a mission heart.
Farewell, John Beeke

Change on the Mission Committee
Jake Sinke

Dear Friends,
Our lives are rife with change! We experience
change of the seasons, change in the way we
communicate, perhaps change in our employment. People change their minds, the way they
dress, or how they commute. Change is also
taking place among us at the Mission
Committee. John Beeke’s term as chairperson
ends in September 2012, D.V. We thank John for his dedicated
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leadership during the past four years and pray that our Lord will
grant him continued strength and health to continue the work in
His kingdom!
With all the change around us, we are assured that one thing
will never change; the Word of God will remain steadfast! In
Psalm 1, we read that, Blessed (or happy) is the man that has his
delight in the law of the Lord and meditates on that law day and
night. It is God’s unchanging Word alone that can give guidance
for us individually, as missionaries, and as a Mission Committee.
The entrance of Thy words giveth light: it giveth understanding unto
the simple. Psa. 119:130.
Dear friends, as we enter the unknown future we pray that our
unchanging and steadfast God will guide and lead us, that His
word will be a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our path, in all
areas of mission, in South Africa, in Malawi or wherever He calls
us to go! The unchanging steadfastness of our Lord is also the
reason we can go to all corners of the globe with the message,
“Come unto Me all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest” Matt. 11:28.
With Christian Greetings, Jake Sinke

Ron with Anita

Ron helped me with the
footing for the new addition for
the home and for an apartment
for Christina and her boyfriend,
hopefully soon to be her
husband.

MISSIONARY UPDATE
SUMBA, INDONESIA
Bill Sommer

By God’s grace all is going well here.
We received another baby girl last week. We named her
Petranella; she is a friendly little girl, always smiling. Everyone
enjoys it when a new baby enters the home. We have quite a few
little ones now, who are a lot of work to look after, but the girls
enjoy the babies.

Moving blocks for the
foundation

My brother Ron with his granddaughter and my granddaughter
came for a
month-long
visit. It is always
nice when we
have visitors, but
especially when
it is family.
Bill and his
brother Ron
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TanaMbanas. We are looking forward to working together with
him. We pray that it all may be in the Lord’s favour and that
Samuel can eventually take over all the work.
Eben and Tina (our two oldest children) came back from
teacher’s college and will work in our school. We pray that they
will feel at home here and may be a blessing to the children.
The plan is to build a home for the minister and the teachers
under one roof. It is quite an undertaking, but as the project
grows we need more living space for personnel. The cost of this
building is estimated at $75,000 USD.
Please remember us, and the work here, in your prayers.

The start of Christina’s apartment
It is holiday time, so the children help out in the garden and
with other work. Eldi came home for a week from the school for
the Deaf. He is always very sad when he has to leave again, but it
is for his own good. He is doing well in school there and can now
communicate using sign language.
In the past months some ladies from the Burgessville congregation sewed uniforms for the school. They were meant for playgroup and kindergarten, sizes two, three and four, but they wereway too big so now they are for grades one, two and three. They
were so happy with their new uniforms.

Showing off
their new
uniforms

Enjoying a wiener roast

The plan is
that in October a
minister and his
family from Bali
will come and
work for us. We
have
known
them for about 8
years; Samuel
studied at the
seminary in Bali. He is married to Marteninsqy, and they have one
little girl. Samuel will assist with the spiritual work in
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Idi baking
bread for more
than 100
people
3

Idi brought
Alphons back
from Jakarta
hospital

Gerrit with his gym class

Alphons
and Evelina
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Evelina with Anita

Alphons keeping up with his schoolwork

Girls propagating plants

A visit to the market

Evelina with her young friends
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MALAWI

From Zambia to Malawi
Rev. Cees & Mirjam Molenaar

Gerrit playing chess with some of the children

Graduation

Nuri and Anita are leaving for teacher’s college

SEPTEMBER 2012

We completed this update several weeks ago, when we had just
returned from our North America trip and spent some time in the
Netherlands. By the time you read this, we expect to be back in
Malawi. Most of this information we also communicated at our
presentations, so we are writing mostly for the congregations we
couldn’t visit at this time. For those we met, it may serve as a
summary.
We are thankful to report that the HRC Mission Committee has
definitely decided that we should serve in Malawi and that we
should work there with Logos Ministries. Before describing this
opportunity in more detail, I will try to recapitulate what
preceded this decision.
From April 2006, we served at Covenant College in Zambia,
first as Lecturer and later also as Principal. The College is suitably
located at a mission post in the bush, a quiet place of learning for
rural pastors. As our children were growing older, we realized in
2010 that it was difficult to provide well for their educational and
social needs. Believing that our calling to work in the training of
African church leaders was not fulfilled yet, we started orienting
ourselves for similar mission work in a setup fitting our changing
family situation. In 2011, we felt led to consider Malawi as a new
place of labour.
In August, we moved to Lilongwe, the capital city in the Central
region of Malawi; our household belongings followed in
December. Joash and Rhoda enrolled at ABC Christian Academy
and have since adjusted well. When we left Covenant College,
two missionary families, one from South Africa and one from
Scotland, continued the work, assisted by three part-time
Zambian pastors. Although it was hard to depart, we were
thankful for what the Lord had given us in those five years, and
trusted that He would continue to bless this work. The HRC
Mission Committee was with us in this transition and encouraged
us to investigate existing ministries and projects to join if possible.
Making our home now in Malawi, we went through the process
again of exploring the lay of the land, the language and culture,
and making first connections with a lot of people. Building good
relationships takes time and is an important basis for any missionary endeavour. We studied the situation and needs of the churches and examined opportunities for us as HRC missionaries to take
our responsibility of preaching and teaching the Word of God.
Being careful not to repeat or duplicate what others are doing, we
entered into communication with several organizations to find
out exactly what they were doing and whether there was need
and room for us to join. Our MLC stayed in close contact and
reviewed various possibilities with us.

Mission Committee Decision
From different sides, our previous conviction was confirmed
that the need for biblical, reformed theological training far
exceeds the current provision in Malawi. Next, we also were alerted to the fact that some tribes in Malawi have hardly ever heard a
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clear presentation of the Gospel, especially groups among
Muslims or traditional African believers.
In the last months, a process developed that led to the decision
of the Mission Committee to appoint us to work with Logos
Ministries in Malawi, thus making our transition to Malawi definite for the years to come, the Lord sparing us. The HRC Mission
is lending us as missionaries to Logos Ministries, so that we may
assist Logos in different areas of training: Cees in theological
training and Mirjam in the development of Women’s and
Children’s Ministry.
Besides supporting us for this work, the HRC is participating in
a newly formed Malawi Mission Committee, together with representatives from Word & Deed, Logos, and the FRC (Free
Reformed Churches). This committee will come alongside Logos
to coordinate, advise, and support theological training offered by
Logos Ministries. We are thankful for the series of conference-call
meetings held with brothers of these churches and organizations
and that the call for work in Malawi was recognized. We share the
desire that a clear Gospel message will be preached both inside
and outside the church, that sinners may be saved by it and learn
to live godly lives in Malawi today, to God’s glory.

What is Logos Ministries?
In 2006, a group of Christians and theologians from
Presbyterian background were convicted of the need for biblical
reformation in Malawi and Africa. The many needs they knew
from the inside, both material and spiritual, could only be
answered by a change of heart, by a deepening knowledge of the
Word of God, and by a development approach in line with biblical parameters, such as mercy, responsibility, and respect.
Theologically, they recognized that the church needs to keep coming back to the Bible. Also, reformed theology should receive new
impetus and be applied afresh to the African context.
From this vision, various programs took root. In several
orphanages true Christian care is extended to children in need.
Teaching seminars of different kinds have been organized. One
type is the local congregation seminar, where Logos trainers
(pastors) visit congregations and teach all who take part in church
ministries, including elders, deacons, youth and women’s group
leaders, and catechism teachers. The second type of seminar
focuses on pastors; some are organized exclusively in cooperation
with the Presbyterian Church (CCAP) for their pastors, others for
a wider audience. The idea is to encourage pastors in their
ministry and refresh what they have learned.
For years, Word & Deed in North America has supported Logos
Ministries. Within their partner relationship, W&D strengthens
the ministry of Logos with advice and counsel and raises funds to
support the work. A recent project is the construction of the Logos
Resource Center in Lilongwe. This building includes a
theological library, a conference room with kitchen, and staff
offices. Pastors can do research here, and conferences will be
hosted here.

New Beginning
Together with the HRC, FRC and Word & Deed, Logos is
excited to continue realizing its vision – thankful that the Lord is
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opening yet another door for them in Malawi. From the start in
2006, Logos has recognized the need for reformed theological
training. In the coming months, we will be working on a more
detailed plan for how to set up this training, and our job profile
will then take more shape too. The Resource Center already
provides space to start part-time courses within town soon. In
cooperation with the Logos director and training staff, I will be
busy designing courses, arranging for the teaching and teaching
classes myself. We expect to involve Malawian pastors and to
work together to offer training that is both biblically reformed and
relevant to the context of those we teach. Over time, we hope to
expand this and offer a complete curriculum to equip men as
pastors and evangelists.
We are very grateful to the Lord that we may return to Malawi
with a clear sense of direction, both for ourselves and for the
church at large. It is encouraging to see that different churches in
North America are working together with Christians in Malawi to
see the Word of God take root more deeply in the lives of many.
We completely depend on the work of the Holy Spirit for this to
take place. The Lord is pleased to bless His own means; therefore
we will concentrate on teaching the whole counsel of God as given
to us in the Bible, praying that a better understanding and
application of God´s Word will save sinners and change lives for
God´s own glory. Realizing our dependency, we call on the church
to commit to prayer and support of this new mission work in
Malawi.
For more information about Logos see the many blog articles at
the Word & Deed website:
http://www.wordanddeed.org/malawi/blog. Logos also has a
page on Facebook (search for Logos Ministries Malawi). We will
also try to keep you informed about our family on our blog,
http://molenaarsinmalawi.blogspot.com
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Buying material for a new fence

SEPTEMBER 2012

The Resource Centre is near completion. It is located at a central intersection in Lilongwe, the capital city of Malawi.

A group of pastors taught at Logos Seminary

Encouraging Children’s Ministry
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Training donkeys to walk under a yoke together

SOUTH AFRICA

A History of the English Church Plant at Rietvallei
Dr. Arthur Miskin

Back in the year 2005, two ministers at the Afrikaans-speaking
Gereformeerde Kerk Rietvallei [GK Rietvallei], Revs. Henk Stoker
and Naas Ferreira, having recognised that there was an
appalling lack of English reformed churches in South Africa
(SA), came upon the idea of planting an English language church
at Rietvallei. The work was commenced by Rev. Brian DeVries,
who at the time was exploring possible avenues of missionary
involvement in South Africa by our churches in North America.
Then, upon completing my M.Div. studies at PRTS in 2005, I was
called and sent by the Heritage Reformed Congregations back to
the land of my birth as missionary minister in order to fulfil a
threefold charge: church planting, theological instruction at
Mukhanyo Theological College, and, with my wife, fulfilling a
ministry of mercy among those afflicted with HIV/AIDS in rural
KwaNdebele. After due denominational procedure was
followed in the Reformed Denomination in SA, I was installed at
Rietvallei as a minister on loan from the Heritage Reformed
Congregations in North America, specifically for the task of
developing the fledgling English congregation at Rietvallei.
Glad Tidings
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In the beginning the numbers in attendance were indeed small,
comprising around twelve or so folk who were of diverse marital
make-up, in other words, Afrikaans and English, Reformed and
non-Reformed, Dopper and non-Dopper (the origin of the term
Dopper is not quite certain, but is descriptive Afrikaans for one
who belongs to the Gereformeerde Kerk in Suid Afrika. The nuanced
meaning of the term depends on who is using it - the Dopper himself is proud to be called by this name, while the non-Dopper uses
it in a tongue-in-cheek way, denoting one who is perceived as
hyper-conservative/ Calvinistic). The day of small things has
since been blessed of the Lord, slowly and yet continually. There
are now anywhere between 60 and 90 people in attendance on the
Lord’s Day and more often than not we also have several visitors
worshipping with us.
Our intention from the start has been to make known the
unsearchable riches of the Lord Jesus Christ to all nations, tribes
and tongues who enter through our doors – the glory of His salvation, the preciousness of His justification, the necessity of His
sanctification and knowledge of that only comfort which comes
from living and dying in Christ, the Saviour. The Lord has been
pleased to bless His word, and lives have been marvellously
transformed by God’s grace. Many who had not been raised in
reformed churches, in fact who had totally un-Reformed back
grounds, came to appreciate and embrace the doctrines of grace
and their lives testify to this dramatic change. The Lord also has
been pleased to bring together a group of people hailing from a
variety of cultural backgrounds to attend our services. The going
has not always been easy and discouragements have come, but
throughout it all, not once has the Lord left or forsaken His
church.
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The Lord has provided us with several encouragements in the
past year or two, some of which must be mentioned:
• We are making progress in the movement towards
forming a self-governing congregation within the GKSA.
We function with our own “church council” within the
larger council of Rietvallei. The name we have chosen for
our plant is the Reformed Church of Tshwane (referring
to the greater municipal area of Pretoria), so as to
emphasise our accessibility to a broader spectrum of our
population.

Glad Tidings
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Elder Kenneth Ndou, Dr. Arthur Miskin, Deacon Shaun Green,
Deacon Reynard VanderVeen, Dr. Brian Wingard (Deacon
Samuel Camacho is missing)

• Catechism classes have been established for three
different groups of children. The Heidelberg Catechism
is taught in simplified form as well as from material
published by Dr. Joel Beeke that is used in the churches
overseas. At present we are also running a confession of
faith class, which includes several adults seeking to make
public confession of faith for the first time.

• Our church is also very privileged to share a close
relationship with the newly planted Ramotse Reformed
Church in Hammanskraal. We have been privileged to
witness the Lord’s grace in action among these brothers
and sisters through the tireless efforts of Candidate
Herens ‘Oupa’ Nkoana. I personally have had the
privilege of preaching and administering the sacraments
in this church, seeing it grow numerically and
interviewing many adults and elderly people who were
doing confession of faith for the first time.

SEPTEMBER 2012
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Pastor
Oupa Nkoana
• A book table has been established with the purpose of
making good reformed reading material available,
together with evangelistic tracts and booklets for
distribution. ESV (English Standard Version) Bibles are
also sold at a nominal price, also with the intent of being
handed out as an evangelistic tool, with very positive
results.

Gordon Miskin, who has Book Table responsibility

• We have been blessed with the services of an ordained
minister from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC,
USA), Dr. Brian Wingard, a missionary and full-time
lecturer at Mukhanyo College. He and his wife Dorothy
have joined our church and their services are proving a
great blessing to us all.

• We also have several members who are North American
missionaries serving the Lord in South Africa. These
include Jane Korevaar who runs the Mukhanyo Distance
programme, Dori Averink, a helper with distance
learning and also a care worker at the Nakekela HIV/
AIDS Care Centre, and Sarsih Kegel who is a primary
school teacher at Mukhanyo Christian Academy.

Dr. Sonja Miskin and Jane Korevaar

Dori Averink, Robin Stubbs and Sarsih Kegel
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Dr. Brian and Mrs. Dorothy Wingard
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• The go-ahead has been given by the Rietvallei church
council for the commencement of evening services, the
date having been set for Sunday evening, 19 August. It is
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our sincere desire to expand our ministry through the
evening service by having an evangelistic focus in the
preaching and outreach.
• Another exciting development is the decision by the
Rietvallei church council to offer, once every quarter, an
entire morning service in English in the main sanctuary.
The purpose is to see some measure of multicultural
integration taking place with the view to seeing the
church on earth in some small way reflecting the church
as she is in heaven.
The need of our day, especially as Reformed believers, is to
actively contend for and make known this faith that once for all
has been delivered to us and which we hold so dear. We dare not
any longer hide our light under a basket but must place it on a
stand to give light to all around (Matt. 5:15). There is an alarming
lack of English reformed churches in South Africa, an imbalance
that needs to be addressed as a matter of priority. There is a
hunger and thirst for the doctrines of free and sovereign grace
across all ethnic and cultural boundaries, as the prophet foretold
in Amos 8:11. The black community in our country is tired of
hearing prosperity theology and all kinds of strange teachings –
this I have heard from many who are seeking admission into the
Reformed church in Ramotse. One of the outflows of the RCSA
General Synod of 2012 was the need for a "turnaround strategy",
broadly understood as the church getting back on track in terms
of its missional calling in the world today. One area of focus must
be the development of English-speaking Reformed congregations
in South Africa so as to reach a broader community of people with
the doctrines of grace. This is and remains one of the prime
objectives of our church plant, the Reformed Church of Tshwane.
An urgent plea from our side is that our churches in North
America would be in prayer for the planting and development of
Reformed churches in South Africa that have a broader impact.
We meet in the church hall of GK Rietvallei; the starting time is
10:15 a.m. As of 19 August, we will also be meeting at 6:30 pm for
worship, but commencing with intercessory prayer at 6:00 pm.
Anyone desiring to come and see for themselves what we are
doing is welcome to do so.
Thanks to Guy Stubbs for the photos of Tshwane Reformed Church

Dr. Arthur Miskin and Dr. Brian Wingard
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Engagement in South Africa

We join Dori Averink and Jacques Schoeman in their happiness
with the Lord’s richest blessings as they are now engaged to be
married. Dori is a home care worker for Nakekela HIV / AIDS
Care Centre and a Quality Assurance Video Editor with the
Mukhanyo Distance Programme. Jacques is a first year BTh
student at Mukhanyo Theological College. Their marriage is
planned for December 14th, D.V. in Burgessville, Ontario.
Congratulations! Please keep them in your prayers.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Evangelism in Hull, Iowa
Rev. Michael Fintelman

The congregation in Hull, IA is involved in a few different
evangelism engagements throughout the year.
Singing for Seniors
Every month a small group from the church rotates between
three area senior care facilities in Hull, Rock Valley and Sioux
Center to sing for and with the senior residents in these homes.
Many residents love to hear the old classic hymns, and the ones
with a Dutch background appreciate the Psalter selections as
well. It’s a joy to see some singing along—many times reciting the
words from memory. It is also both encouraging and interesting
to fellowship with the residents after the singing. Some will tell
you their life story and remark what a blessing the music
ministry is for them.
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Singing at Sioux City
Gospel Mission

Sioux City Gospel Mission

Vacation Bible School
This year we held our annual VBS in June and held it in the
evenings instead of mornings. About 40 children, ages 4-11, from
the congregation or related to our families attended as well as a
few from the neighborhood. The theme was The Parables of Jesus.
Each day the children heard a Bible story, learned a Bible text and
song that corresponds with the story, followed by a craft that
further illustrated the day’s lesson. Games were organized and
led by some older children who always assist as helpers. To
encourage the spirit of helping our neighbor, each day the
children brought canned goods or dry goods for donation to the
local food bank.

Serving the Homeless
About once a year a group of volunteers from the congregation
serves the homeless a meal at an organization named “The
Banquet” in Sioux Falls, SD. Some volunteers arrive earlier in the
afternoon to prepare the meal, and then more come to serve the
supper. Usually about 300-400 meals are served. This outreach
activity provides ample opportunity to engage guests in dialogue
about both common and spiritual matters. Also annually a group
travels to Sioux City, IA to bring the gospel in song as we sing for
the homeless at The Sioux City Gospel Mission. This is also an
opportunity to donate to the food bank there.
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Serving at the Banquet in Sioux Falls

We pray the Lord will add His coveted blessing to all these
evangelistic engagements.
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

For the Cause of the Son of God: The Missionary Significance of
the Belgic Confession
Wes Bredenhof

For the Cause of the Son of God argues that the
Reformed churches of the Lowlands of the sixteenth
century understood themselves to be living on a
mission field, and this self-understanding is reflected in the content of the Belgic Confession.
Furthermore, contemporary missiological strengths
and weaknesses of the Confession are considered in
depth and an attempt is made to provide a missiological
commentary on selected articles of the Confession. Finally, the
book considers the relationship between Reformed missiology
and the confessions, as well as the perennial issue of what it
means to be a church ready to confess.
“For the Cause of the Son of God will be welcomed by those
who love the Reformed confessional witness to biblical truth and
who are zealous for the world-wide preaching of the gospel.” —
Joel R. Beeke
(Reformation Media Press, PB, 350 pgs) $29.00/21.75

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
We hope you all have enjoyed your summer. We also hope that
God will bless and help you in the new school year. But in all that
you do, do not forget about the Lord. King Solomon wisely said
in Ecclesiastes 12:1, “Remember now thy Creator in the days of
thy youth.” Do not wait until you are older, but serve Him while
you are young. In the coming months, may you learn much, be
kind to all, obey, and be strong and courageous in the Lord as
Joshua was commanded to be. Seek to know more of Jesus, the
only Savior. Let it be your prayer that we would all be given grace
to serve Him with true faith, and to live like Him, being kind one
to another, as young evangelists.
In this issue of Youth Evangelism you will find a Bible quiz on
the Book of Joshua, as well as a story section, which is new. We
hope you enjoy them.
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland

The Gospel under the Northern Lights: A Missionary Memoir
Wes Bredenhof

In 2000, Wes Bredenhof was called to be a
missionary working among the First Nations in
north-central British Columbia. The Gospel under the
Northern Lights tells the story of how that call came
to be and how it was carried out. The forests and
mountains of BC seem to naturally produce heaps
of characters, stories, and adventures. This memoir
introduces you to some of them. Along the way
you’ll hear of what a privilege and challenge it is to be a
messenger of the gospel to a broken world and how that good
news of Jesus Christ is still what it is desperately needed among
all nations.
“If you’re tired of the modern glamorization of mission and
long for a raw and realistic portrayal of everyday, ordinary
mission work, then this book is for you. Wes Bredenhof has
compiled a fascinating and prayer-provoking account of his labor
of love among the most remote First Nations people of North
America. It will open your eyes—and your heart.”
—David P. Murray
(Providence Press, PB, 350 pgs) $20.00/18.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org
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STORY FOR YOUTH

The Warning not to Forget God for the Lord’s Sake
Rev. Richard Newton (1813-1887)

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth”
–Ecclesiastes 12:1

Minding God – “I wish I could mind God, as my little dog minds
me,” said a little boy, looking thoughtfully at his shaggy friend;
“he always seems so pleased to mind, and I don’t.”
That little dog obeyed his young master, for his master’s sake.
He really loved him, and tried to show this love by the cheerful,
ready way, in which he obeyed him. This was the right thing for
him to do; and it is just what God expects us to do. When He says,
“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth,” He means
that we should do this for His sake, to show our love to Him; just

Glad Tidings

13

as that little dog showed his love to his master, by doing gladly,
and cheerfully, whatsoever he told him to do.
The one gift – There is one gift which we may all make to God, and
which He will value more than anything else we can possibly offer
to Him. It is that to which He refers when He says, “My son, give
Me thing heart.” If we had millions of money, and we should offer
it all to God, it would be worth nothing to Him, unless we first
gave Him our hearts.
A little Sabbath-school girl brought a present to her teacher of a
bouquet of beautiful flowers.
“And why do you bring me these?” asked her teacher.
“Because I love you,” was her quick reply.
“And do you bring anything to Jesus?” asked the teacher.
“O yes,” was her reply; “I have given my heart to Jesus.” That
was a beautiful answer. And that is just what Jesus expects each
one of us to do. He wants us to remember Him in our youth, and
to give Him our hearts, as this little girl had done. And He wants
us to do this for His own sake, and out of love to Him. And then
everything we do for Him, and everything we give to Him, will be
pleasing and acceptable to Him.
“I want to do something for God.” – He was a pale, sickly-looking
little fellow, and was seated in the kitchen of a small cottage, and
was occupied in reading his Bible. His mother was sitting by,
busily engaged in sewing, when she was suddenly surprised to
hear him exclaim, “O mother, I’m so happy!” The little fellow rose
from his seat, and coming towards her, he laid his head on her lap.
The mother’s eyes filled with tears, for she knew that her little
boy had very few things to make him happy. He was sick and
lame, and they were so poor that he had neither warm clothes, nor
proper food; but she only said, “Well, my dear boy, and what is it
that makes you so happy?” The boy lifted up his pale, thin face,
and said, “O mother, dear, it’s because I do so love God; and He is
so good.”
“And what has put this into your mind, just now?” asked his
mother.
“Why, I’ve been reading in the Bible about His goodness in
many things; and above all, His greatest goodness in sending
Jesus into our world to die for us. O mother, when I think of all
that God has done, and Jesus has suffered for us, I cannot help
wishing that I could do something for God.”
“But what can you do, my child?” said his mother. “You are too
weak and sick to work.”
“I know that, mother; but I must do something. I believe that I
shall not live very long, and I want to try and show that I would
do good if I could. Won’t you get me a Missionary-box, and let me
try to fill it?”
“I am quite willing, my dear boy, to do that; only you must not
be asking all the ladies who come here to see you for money: that,
you know, would not be pleasant.”
“No, mother, I won’t do that; but I’ve been thinking that I might
sell the little wooden knives and toothpicks, which I make, and
cut out more of the paper ornaments, that Mrs. Williams liked so
much. Perhaps the ladies will buy them.”
“Well, my boy, I’ll get the paper, and when father comes home
you can ask him for some wood.”
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In a week from that time that dear boy, whose name was Jamie,
had several little articles neatly finished, and laid on a paper tray,
upon which was a card, with these words written on it, “For sale,
for the benefit of the Missionary Society.”
In a very short time, the kind ladies who came to see him, and
bring work for his mother, bought all the things which were on the
tray, for they felt pleased to encourage the little fellow who was so
earnest to do good; and Jamie soon found that his efforts to “do
something for God” were blessed by Him, and made successful.
When the next quarterly Missionary meeting was held, in the
church which they attended, Jamie’s mother carried his
Missionary-box, and gave it into the minister’s hands, saying, “It’s
my son Jamie’s box, sir,” and then she burst into tears, for her dear
boy was dead. He had been seized with a sudden illness, in the
midst of his efforts for the Missionary cause, and, after lingering a
week, had died.
The box was opened, and found to contain eighteen shillings
and sixpence. And this sum was soon increased by the sale of all
the other articles which Jamie had left on his paper tray.
Jamie had minded the warning given in our text against
forgetting God. He remembered his Creator in the days of his
youth. And his desire to “do something for God” showed that he
was doing it for the Lord’s sake.

Bible Quiz – Book of Joshua

1. Whom did Joshua succeed as leader of Israel? (Josh.1:1,2;
Deut.31:1-8)
A. Jacob
B. Aaron
C. Moses
D. Abraham
2. What was the name of Joshua’s father? (Josh.2:1)
A. Carmi
B. Nun
C. Othniel
D. Eleazar

3. To what city did Joshua send two men to spy upon? (Josh.2:1)
A. Jericho
B. Ai
C. Gilgal
D. Heshbon

4. What was the name of the woman who hid the spies Joshua
sent? (Josh.2:1-4)
A. Rachel
B. Ruth
C. Rahab
D. Rebekah

Glad Tidings

SEPTEMBER 2012

5. At what town did God stop the waters of the Jordan as the
Israelites crossed over on dry land? (Josh.3:16)
A. Eglon
B. Ashan
C. Jagur
D. Adam
6. How many stones did the Israelites take from the dry river
bed of the Jordan? (Josh.4:2-9)
A. 7
B. 12
C. 40
D. 153

7. Once the Israelites had entered the Promised Land, what hap
pened in the days after they had celebrated the Passover?
(Josh.5:12)
A. God stopped providing manna
B. Joshua apportioned land to each tribe
C. The River Jordan began to flow again
D. The Amorites attacked them
8. What did the captain of the Lord’s host command Joshua to
do? (Josh.5:15)
A. Gather his army against Jericho
B. Travel to Shiloh
C. Build an altar to the Lord
D. Take off his sandals
9. How many priests were chosen to carry the rams’ horns as
they marched round Jericho? (Josh.6:4)
A. 3
B. 7
C. 14
D. 70
10. What was the name of the man who violated God’s command
not to plunder anything from Jericho? (Josh.7:1)
A. Phinehas
B. Zabdi
C. Achan
D. Abihu
11. What signal did Joshua give for the army waiting in ambush
behind Ai to attack? (Josh.8:18)
A. Raised his shield above his head
B. Held out his spear towards Ai
C. Burnt a sacrifice on an altar
D. Gave a great shout
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12. The Gibeonites tricked Joshua into making a covenant of
peace, but as what did he make them serve the Israelites?
(Josh.9:27)
A. Woodcutters and water-carriers
B. Brick makers and messengers
C. Stone-carriers and armor-bearers
D. Shepherds and fisherman
13. What phenomenon helped Joshua defeat the Amorites?
(Josh.10:11)
A. Sandstorm
B. Flood
C. Earthquake
D. Hailstones

14. What was the only tribe not to receive an inheritance?
(Josh.13:33)
A. Reuben
B. Issachar
C. Levi
D. Manasseh
15. How old was Caleb (one of the original 12 spies) when he
was given Hebron as his inheritance? (Josh.14:10)
A. 40
B. 45
C. 70
D. 85

16. What tribe was given a portion of Judah as their inheritance?
(Josh.19:9)
A. Ephraim
B. Simeon
C. Asher
D. Benjamin

17. What was the last tribe to be apportioned their inheritance of
land? (Josh.19:40-48)
A. Zebulun
B. Gad
C. Naphtali
D. Dan
18. What city was given to Joshua as his inheritance? (Josh.19:4950)
A. Lachish
B. Timnath-Serah
C. Ziklag
D. Beer-Sheba
19. For what sin were the cities of refuge created? (Josh.20:3)
A. Accidental murder
B. Blasphemy
C. Theft
D. Adultery
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20. What did the tribes east of the Jordan do to incur the wrath
of those to the west? (Josh.22:10-34)
A. Took possession of the River Jordan
B. Built and altar
C. Took wives from other countries
D. Worshipped other gods
Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

MISSION FINANCES
Harvey VanEgdom

Dear Mission Friends,
By God’s providence we are able to report that the financial needs for HRC
Mission projects have again been met in the past quarter with special collections
received from the congregations in May/June. However, account balances remain
low at this time and $60K must be received by Sept.15 to cover the expenses for
this quarter. Please find below the fiscal year reports for General Mission Fund &
Outreach Ministers Support Fund. The General Mission Fund income received is
81% of the annual budget. The expenses paid are at 96% of the annual budget,
which is expected for eleven months activity. The fund deficit has been reduced,
but currently is a $59,295 shortfall to the budget. The Outreach Ministers Support
Fund annual income target has been met at 103% and expenses paid out are at 98%
for the eleven months ending 6/30/12. Please remember the Missionaries &
Outreach Ministers with their families and the financial needs of this special work.
May the Lord bless you and your contributions.
HRC General Mission Fund
2011 / 2012 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/11 - 6/30/12
Year to Date
Actual

Ah, how hungers all my spirit
For the love I do not merit!
Oft have I, with sighs fast thronging,
Thought upon this food with longing,
In the battle well nigh worsted,
For this cup of life have thirsted,
For the Friend Who here invites us
And to God Himself unites us.

Johann Franck, translated by Catherine Winkworth

QUESTIONS FOR A MISSIONARY?
Do you have a question for a missionary? Please send
them to janekorevaar@gmail.com and your answer may be
published in Glad Tidings.

MISSION TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA
The Miskin MLC is contemplating another possible
mission trip for July/August 2013. The exact dates have
not been determined yet.
Anyone interested in taking this trip, please contact Bill
Klyn at bill@bklcarpentry.ca or by phone: 519-424-2816.
Further information about the trip will be forwarded as it
becomes available.

ELECTRONIC VERSION OF GLAD TIDINGS
Glad Tidings Magazines are available electronically in pdf
format at http://heritagereformed.com/resources.
Back issues are also available.
Should you wish to eliminate receiving the paper copy,
please contact the Subscription Manager: Brenda Pols
540 Crescent St NE, Grand Rapids, MI, 49503
Email: bsgt@hnrc.org Telephone 616-977-4304
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Income
HRC Church Group Donations
$
Word & Deed (transfer in)
* Individual Donations
* Donation for Mukhanyo Theological College
* Donations for Mukhanyo Distance Learning
* Donations for Nakekela Clinic
* Interest Income
Total Income
$
Expenses
Bank Charges
$
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
BSGT - Advertising
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Sumba Ministry & MAF Ministry
Emergency Fund
*Mukhanyo Theological College
*Mukhanyo Distance Learning
*Nakekela Clinic
Total Expenses
$

231 060
18 000
34 850
22 284
2 537
4 120
255
313 105

1 196
3 171
21 886
1 739
282 396
3 375
18 000
8 150
200
610
2 736
22 284
2 537
4 120
372 401

Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ (59 295)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

Annual
Budget

$ 363 800
24 000

$ 387 800

$

1 100
4 000
1 200
21 000
1 000
274 000
4 000
24 000
15 000
2 500
15 000
25 000

$ 387 800

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2011 / 2012 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/11 - 6/30/12

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations
Total Income

Year to Date
Actual
$

$

71 547
11 550
83 097

Expenses
Bank Charges
$
177
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
260
Outreach Ministers Support
78 684
Total Expenses (including * items)
$ 79 121
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ 3 976
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures
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Annual
Budget

$80 600

$80 600

$

170

80 430

$80 600

% Actual
to Budget

81%

96%

-15%

% Actual
to Budget
103%

98%
5%
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Studying the Word
at Tshwane
Reformed Church,
Pretoria, South
Africa

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual
• Christina Sihombing Birthday – September 28
strengthening of all that read this magazine and
• Scarlett Miskin Birthday – October 1
all those that are written about in these pages
• Rev. Cees Molenaar Birthday – October 6
• Wilhelmina & Jason Krul Anniversary – September 8
• Gordon Miskin Birthday – October 12
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday – September 13
• Thanksgiving for Eric Greendyk who came to
• Moses Molenaar Birthday – September 18
volunteer at Mukhanyo Theological College,
• Morgan Miskin Birthday – September 22
working on the Distance Programme

Contact Information:
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: bdevries99@gmail.com
Mobile: 27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, c/o 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria South Africa, 0186. Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594, KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022,
Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Molenaar Family, c/o Nanninga Family, P.O. Box 30809, Lilongwe, Malawi.
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O.Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0,
Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ __________ r FOR HAITI r FOR INDONESIA r FOR MALAWI
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA r HRC OUTREACH PASTORS SUPPORT r FOR OTHER____________
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Behold, the Master Passeth By

Behold, the Master passeth by!
O seest thou not His pleading eye?
With low sad voice He calleth thee,
“Leave this vain world, and follow Me.”

O soul, bowed down with harrowing care,
Hast thou no thought for Heaven to spare?
From earthly toils lift up thine eye;
Behold, the Master passeth by!
One heard Him calling long ago,
And straightway left all things below
Counting his earthly gain as loss
For Jesus and His blessed cross.

That “Follow Me” his faithful ear
Seemed every day afresh to hear;
Its echoes stirred his spirit still,
And fired his hope, and nerved his will.
God gently calls us every day:
Why should we then our bliss delay?
Thou, Lord, e’en now art calling me;
I will leave all, and follow Thee.
William W. How
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