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POEM
Send Out a Light – Mary Bernstecher

Thanks to Guy Stubbs for the Rev. Oupa Nkoana Ordination
and Church Camp photos.

MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Rev. Arthur Miskin preaching at Oupa Nkoana’s ordination with
Rev. Mosiwa Melokwene interpreting

W ho h av e y ou i n v i t ed t o a c hu r c h a c t i vi t y r e c en t l y ?

MEDITATION

Thy Sins be Forgiven Thee
Rev. Johnny Serafini

EDITORIAL

“Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy,
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up
thy bed, and walk?” Mark 2:9
We live in a world very much the same as in the
days the Lord Jesus was upon the earth. Needy
people abound, as the man sick of the palsy of
whom we read in Mark 2:1-12. Eager helpers
thankfully still exist, as the four friends who let
down the lame man through the roof of the house wherein Jesus
preached the gospel. Sadly, so do hypocritical men, as those who
were in the same room. They underestimated, criticized, and
discredited what they saw in Jesus. We still have today the needy, the
helpers and the hypocrites. There were three major things Jesus
showed to this ancient audience in the day that the roof was torn
open and down came a man paralyzed and needy of healing, which
are still applicable to our modern audience today.
First, Jesus demonstrated His willingness to forgive. Interestingly,
no one was even asking for it; not even the needy, at least not
audibly. And He still offered it! Before Jesus ever offered words of
healing, He graciously and powerfully said, “Son, thy sins be
forgiven thee.” Instantly, the man became an heir to eternal life. We
do not know if he felt an incredible sense of pardon or the immense
joy of conversion, but what we do know is that he “heard” from God
Himself that he was absolved from his sins. That must have been like
heaven to his soul!
The second message Jesus conveyed was that, however powerful
one must be to forgive sins, He has this power, for in a matter of
seconds the man was walking and carrying his bed. Jesus announced
that His power to heal proved His power to forgive (v.10).
Therefore the first two messages are about Him: He is willing and
He is powerful to forgive. The third message was directly about His
audience, then and now, so this includes you. Jesus wanted you to
know something about yourself. Jesus was teaching all of us that our
greatest need is forgiveness. It is only natural for someone who is in
great affliction to seek healing from the Lord and medical attention
to alleviate and hopefully restore the hurt. All who work toward this
end demonstrate the love of God in graciously restoring others to
health.
However, we must always minister to people in light of eternity.
How sad is the prospect of those who seek physical healing but have
no desire for spiritual forgiveness. They desire a new body but not a
new heart, a healthy life but not an eternal life. A disease may leave
your body, but if sin remains, a greater sickness devours body and
soul: sin.
May the sovereign God who gave saving faith to this lame man, a
faith so evident that “Jesus saw their faith,” also give it to you if you
are still in your sins, and to all to whom you minister and evangelize.
To live with the burden of sin is the greatest affliction one may ever
bear. Go to the one who is willing and powerful to cleanse, pardon
and make new. If you have already been so transformed by the
power of His gracious Spirit, may He give you the heart to persevere
in ministering as a needy one among the needy of this world.
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Rejoice in the Finished Work
Jake Sinke
Dear Mission Family,
I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee
an open door, and no man can shut it: Rev. 3: 8
Preparations for each issue of Glad Tidings are
taken several months before they reach your
church and your mail boxes. In this first issue of
the year 2013, I want to take the opportunity to
wish all of you, our “Mission Family” a most
“happy new year”! Happy in the true sense of the word: rejoicing
in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. When we reflect on
His magnificent work, believe it by faith, and through His grace
have it applied by the Holy Spirit, we are truly “happy” and 2013
will be a “happy” year for you! That is my wish for you as
missionaries, mission workers and your families, as well as all
who receive and read this message!
Dear friends, in Rev. 3 the Lord Jesus, through the apostle John,
sends a message to the early church in Philadelphia, an encouraging message, which by extension comes to us as well. We have
entered a new year; the year 2013 is an open door that the Lord
has allowed us to enter, a new year when we all will be given the
opportunity to sow the seed of God’s word in one way or
another. Will we take these opportunities and glorify the name of
our Lord and Saviour? I am not only relating this message to our
missionaries and workers, but what about you and me? We are all
called to be evangelists in our daily walk and now we have in
2013 an “open door”. Will you use this opportunity, your talents
and gifts to glorify the name of our Lord and Saviour? Let us use
this “open door” as an opportunity to sow the seed of His word
and follow up with intercessory prayer on the seed sown. Then
we know that He will fulfill the promises of His word and are
assured that a seed will serve Him, and that in that day of days
there will be a multitude in heaven, of all nations, races and
languages praising and glorifying the Lamb. Dear Mission Family,
we have an open door before us; let us go through that door
expecting great things from a great God!
Our Lord has granted us, as a denomination, open doors to
work in missions in Africa: teaching and training pastors at
Mukhanyo and at Logos Ministries, looking after AIDS patients at
Nakekela, ministering to the sick and neglected in their homes etc.
etc. These are all open doors that our Lord has granted us until
this moment. It is also apparent from history, that at certain times
the Lord closes doors and leads His people in another direction.
These are areas that may puzzle us from time to time, yet we
know that He directs the minutest detail and gives to us His word
as our guide. It is our desire as Mission Committee, to use that
Guide in 2013!
Will you join us in prayer, and financial support, to do the work
that our Lord has given us through this open door? The Mission
Committee are all sinful men who have no wisdom in their own
strength, as is true also of the missionaries and mission workers as
well. We need your prayers to intercede for us! We need the
drawing love of our Father in heaven, the redeeming love of our
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Lord Jesus Christ and the applying love of the blessed Holy Spirit
to be our guide for every decision and for every move we make
at home or on the mission field. We do look forward in hope, as
it is the Lord Jesus Christ himself who brings us the message:”
behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut
it. Rev. 3:8”.
The open door of another year
I’ve entered by grace divine;
No ills I fear and no foes I dread,
For a wonderful Guide is mine.
Through joy or chastening though He lead,
In tears though my race be run
Whate’er my lot, this my prayer shall be,
“Not mine but Thy will be done.”
Author Unknown

MISSIONARY UPDATE
SUMBA, INDONESIA
Bill & Marion Sommer

By God’s grace we are all doing well. Some of the children have
Tuberculosis (TB), but they are under doctor’s care and doing
much better. TB is a constant threat here. We did not know that
Petranella had TB when they brought her to us. She was quite ill
when she came; when we took her to the doctor, tests showed
that she had TB quite severely and was contagious as long as she
was not on medicine. By that time, Ria had contracted TB too, but
they are now both on the mend. As I am writing this, I realize
what a blessing it is that our children are doing so well while outside the home and in the poorer areas there are so many children
ill and dying. We help where we can, but often we meet with
death, which humanly speaking could have been prevented.
We were sitting on the front porch of the home, when a motorbike pulled up with a father and a baby. They came from
Mawara, about 8 km from here. He asked if we could help; of
course we were willing, but the baby was severely dehydrated.
We asked, “How come?” “Well, the mother is too ill to feed the 2day-old baby, so the baby had not been fed since birth.” Its lungs
were filled with mucus.
We jumped into the truck and drove to the new hospital about
12 km away, but the doctor was not there when we arrived. Many
people were waiting in front of the clinic for the doctor. We told
the nurse that we needed the doctor right away, because the baby
was dying. They called the doctor and she came right away, still
in her pyjamas. She tried to clean the mucus from the lungs, but
the new suction machine was broken. After trying for an hour,
she said that she could not help the baby, but please go to the hospital in Anakalang, a 2-hour-drive along the north coast over the
mountains to central Sumba. But it was all in vain; the baby died
on the way, 1 km away from the hospital. They were sitting in the
back of the truck, the father and his friend smoking away, while
the baby was gasping for air.
We left home in such a hurry that I forgot my wallet and could
not buy any drinks for the girls that came along and myself. It
took 3 hours to get home again. At times like this I feel very
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frustrated, but we have to cope with it.
Paulus, whose mother died after giving birth and through
neglect, is doing very well; he is a sweet boy, always smiling. We
have to look at these blessings and take courage from that.
A government official came a couple of months ago with
papers for Martina to sign. The government started a new
program to promote education and is handing out scholarships for
students who are doing well. We were supposed to get money for
11 students, or so we thought. Martina signed the papers, but did
not hear about it again. A couple of weeks ago he came again with
papers to sign. Martina said, but we have not received any money.
Oh no, he said, the money goes to the parents. So Martina and I
went to the government offices to find out what is going on. It
turned out that this man was not honest, pocketed some of the
money himself and gave the rest to the parents while it was
supposed to come to us. We now receive the money meant for the
education of the children.
We were in Waikabubak last week, a 4-hour-drive from here.
Martina and some of the other teachers had a meeting there and at
the same time we stocked up on vegetables, because in Waingapu
there are no vegetables at this time of year. There was a very quiet,
strange atmosphere at the market. Many policemen were walking
around. They came to us and asked if we would take long yet.
When we asked why, they said that they had heard that men were
coming from Melolo to catch a girl on the market, any girl for a
boy from that village. No wonder that it was so quiet. Once they
catch a girl and they make a loud noise with drums etc., the girl is
considered married to that boy. We don’t understand why the
police do not do something about that terrible custom. This only
happens in that one village.
Yandrus and Christina are busy with the arrangements for their
wedding on February 5, the Lord willing. Their home is finished
and ready for them.
The government sent a truckload with trees last week. They
love to see how we are able to plant so many trees and keep them
alive. This time they brought 1500 trees, so we will be busy with
that for a while.
Pray for us and for the work here,
that it may continue in God’s favour.
With Christian greetings, Bill
Sommer and staff
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Bill with Susanna

Christina’s New Apartment
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MALAWI – Molenaar Update
Mirjam Molenaar

Gary and Gerry, identical twins. Gary lives with his mother.
Gerry was left to die and was brought to the home.

Joah and her Sunday School class

Received 1500 trees from the government

Children help with planting trees
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Sunday School

At this time of writing, the year 2013 has just begun. We would
like to wish you all the blessings of the Lord, speaking with Jude:
“Beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith, pray in
the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.” This
time we would like to share something about the women and
children’s ministry and typical Malawian items. Next time, Lord
willing, we want to share more about the different projects of
Logos Ministries Malawi. Thank you, beloved, for your faithful
prayers for the work here and for us as a family. We couldn’t
persevere without His blessing and answers to your prayers.
Zikomo (thank you)!
Women
We are in Chimpango, a community within the city limits of
Lilongwe. A woman walks up to us and asks if we can keep her
exercise book and pencil (80 cents worth) while she is away.
“Otherwise someone will steal it.” Zimata, 30, mother of 4 kids
and 3 orphans, is also one of our literacy students. Together with
20 other women of her community she has started to learn how
to read and write. Malawi has a high level of illiteracy. We use
sukulu ya kwacha (literacy groups) to share the gospel with
women to help them find God. Every class we start with a Bible
study, continue with the literacy lesson and conclude with a
prayer in Jesus’ Name.
We also help those who come to us with pressing needs, like
Linede. Her fourteen-year-old handicapped daughter was raped
and became pregnant. Ever since the pregnancy and birth of baby
boy Eliya the mother has grown very thin. Linede struggles to
find food to feed these kids and her other 7 children. We give
porridge and sugar for the baby and mother, soap to wash
diapers, and clothes to replace the rags they were wearing. But
the poverty is so great that the porridge gets stolen; so we keep it
for her, giving only small portions at a time.
My Tanzanian sister in the Lord and faithful helper in the
ministry, Grace Muhone, has been living right in Chimpango for
a year now. She is involved in all the dynamics of Malawian
community life as far as she can do so without disobeying God.
She is a woman who fears the Lord. As there was a funeral, she
listened to the orders of the chief and also carried water to the
kitchen, bricks to the graveyard and was wearing a chitenge
(wrap skirt) according the tradition, but she refused to make the
noises everyone makes at the grave to show respect to the
ancestral spirits. After explaining to the women that she must
obey God more than men, the women understood but said, “We
cannot choose not to follow the ‘Spirit-respect-rules’, because
then the chief gives us a fine. We might need to pay a chicken or
goat to him.” Traditional authority is very powerful in the
communities and church members also find it very hard to break
with the traditional pagan rules. The women have complained
about the greediness and lovelessness in the community. They
are starting to see what the problem is: a life without God. Please,
pray for the Holy Spirit to break through the darkness of sin and
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to give blessing upon the teaching of His Word. We pray that one
day these women may be able to read the Bible themselves, one
by one, and that it may change their lives completely!

know that we serve an Almighty God, Who has called us to just
sow the seeds. Pray with us for a big harvest!

Children’s Ministry

My godly friend and spiritual sister Grace Muhone (in front)
among members of her community, where she lives out
true Christian love!

Women’s Literacy Class

Rhoda accompanies the singing of the children’s
ministry on her guitar.

Children
Many children in Chimpango do not go to school. Parents
cannot afford the uniform and school supplies. Besides, most
parents never went to school themselves, and they use their
children to do the work in the field and at home. Other children
don’t even have parents anymore and basically live from alms
and move around like a herd of goats. Life was pretty monotonous, with the only entertainment being the group of Nyau
dancers who perform their traditional dances and force everyone
to fear them as the ancestral spirits. Grace and her family refuse
to do that, for which they have been beaten, but now have gotten
the chief’s permission to refuse by way of exception.
But the monotony is now broken a little. Every Thursday there
is a delightful kids program where you hear new stories, learn
new songs and pray to Someone Who made the heavens and the
earth! Mothers are saying, “You are bringing wonderful news
into our community. Now we have new things to talk about
around the fire at night, new songs to sing when we work in the
field.” There is much more to be taught!! We pray that this ministry will be blessed greatly. Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by
the countless needs, the poverty, the spiritual darkness, but we
4

Bawo is a traditional Malawian game. It is played on a fourrow wood-carved board with eight holes per row. Sixty-four
Mahoney seeds are used with two per hole. Each player owns and
'sows' seeds. The game is played a lot in the rural communities, in
the shade of the tree. When two players are busy, lots of spectators
are watching and enjoying the course of the game. Joas enjoys
playing Bawo and is becoming quite a champion!
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Joas playing the game Bawo
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Kabasa is the Malawian public transport system by bicycles.
The bike is adjusted with hand and foot handles and a comfortable seat. Most owners put a sign like ‘God is in control’ on the
back of the bike. Many people use Kabasa to go shopping,
visiting, working, and to go to church. Of course it doesn’t require
gas, which is a great advantage here. Moses picked the most
colorful one (instead of the most reliable one) and paid 20 cents for
the ride.

Moses using
Kabasa! (Malawian
public transport)

(Ps.30:5). And what a joyous occasion it turned out to be. Yet,
above the joy of what took place on the day, the greater joy was
knowing that faithful is He that calls and once that call has come,
He in His time will hasten it (1Thess.5:24; Isa.60:22). Throughout
this lengthy process, Oupa learned to wait on the Lord and on no
one else.
It was in 2006 that a bond of Christian unity was established
between us as an English church plant (now Reformed Church
Tshwane) with the Reformed Church plant in Ramotse. The
mother church (Reformed Church Rietvallei) was also drawn into
the work through participation in the ministry, as well as in the
financial support of Oupa. Apart from issues pertaining to
Church Order, which needed to be followed, the largest obstacle
in the way of ordaining Oupa was his financial support.
Sometime in the middle of last year an agreement was reached
between several Reformed churches, mostly in the province north
of Pretoria (Limpopo), in which collective responsibility was
assumed in the support of this important missionary undertaking.

Bwato, the local
Malawian fishing
boat, is a wooden
hand-dugout, sit-ontop canoe. All
around Lake Malawi
you can find bustling
fishing villages. At
night fishermen paddle out, using paraffin lamps to attract
and catch Usipa
(small, metallic fish). Fishing is very important in the economy of
the lakeshore communities. As the lake is the most dominant
feature of the country, Bwato is its symbol. We were able to buy
and bring one home to put in our garden as a flowerpot.

SOUTH AFRICA

Ordination of Rev. Oupa Nkoana
Rev. Arthur Miskin

The 27th of October, 2012, was a joyous day indeed because on this
day an event took place that was the culmination of several years
of planning and dealing with hindrances that so often arose in the
pursuit of that goal. It was on this day that Candidate Oupa
Nkoana was ordained to the sacred ministry after a seemingly
interminably long wait. But, as the word of God promises, “Those
who wait for me shall not be put to shame” (Isa. 49:23). The
process of planting a church, establishing and training a godly
leadership structure and following through to the calling and
ordination of a minister is a long and arduous process, but though
“Weeping may tarry for the night … joy comes with the morning”

MARCH 2013

Modilmolle

The day itself began
with the official opening of the church building and the unveiling of
the official plaque, on
which was inscribed the
words of Matt.16:18:
“Upon this rock I will
build my church.”
In many ways this stone was also our Ebenezer stone,
acknowledging that the Lord hitherto had helped us. The
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gathered guests then moved into the church for the commencement of the ordination service. There were around a hundred and
fifty guests present from various Reformed churches in the area,
as well as delegates from the classis of which the Ramotse church
is a member, as well as ministers and elders from the supporting
churches. The ordination sermon was preached from Jeremiah
15:15-21 which highlights, on the one hand, a faithful servant’s
bitter complaint in the midst of a trying ministry but also a caring
God’s response to His servant. After completion of the reading of
the form for ordination, the laying on of hands was performed in
a ceremony that can only be described as moving.

including a letter of congratulation from the HRC Missions
Committee. All of this too was embedded in amazing songs of
praise and joy. At the close of the ceremony, after the benediction
had been spoken, a cloud burst wide open and torrential rain
poured down, followed by the clatter of hailstones on the tin roof
of the church. Several of those present saw this as the Lord’s
satisfaction with what had transpired; His showers of blessing
followed by heavenly applause. Shortly thereafter the rain ceased
and all the guests were treated to a wonderful meal, cooked by the
sisters of the congregation.

Rev. Nkoana then preached his ordination sermon taken from
1Tim.4:1-8, emphasising the need to preach the Word in such a
way that sound doctrine, at times very hard doctrine, is brought
to the people instead of cunningly devised fables designed to
tickle the ears of the hearers. The latter is sadly the forced diet of
many of the local churches in the area and this particular church
has been a haven of shelter for many confused and battered
sheep. The word was brought with clarity and with the unction of
the Holy Spirit.

Rev. Nkoana preaching with Pastor Sam Makrane interpreting.
The official documents were signed by the parties involved,
with Rev. Werner van den Heever from Rietvallei officiating. The
congregation then spontaneously broke out in such beautiful and
harmonious song that I was brought to tears. There can be no
other way of describing it than celestial song. Letters of congratulation were read from a variety of churches and individuals,
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Rev. Nkoana expressed his desire that the close co-operation
with the Reformed Church Tshwane and the Reformed Church
Rietvallei would be maintained. It is our prayer that the Lord
would continue to bless this servant of His who ceaselessly
labours to bring a Reformed witness in an area that must be
described as a theological wilderness. But, the work is not to be
restricted to the Ramotse area alone. Rev. Nkoana will be instrumental in training elders and setting up Reformed church plants
in the areas overseen by the churches that have agreed to support
him financially. This will add a considerable burden to his already
heavy workload. Please join us in prayer for this important
missionary work as well as for qualified helpers who would be
able to assist in the additional outreach projects.

SOUTH AFRICA - NAKEKELA
Dr. Sonja Miskin

In looking back, but also forward, after seven years of consistent
work and Christian testimony in the community of KwaMhlanga,
we say with the Psalmist in Psalm 103, “Bless the LORD, oh my
soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! Bless the
LORD, oh my soul, and forget not all His benefits....” We
continue to exist and exert an influence, because our sovereign
Lord has so decided and He continues to make us grow in grace,
knowledge and usefulness. It is a real delight to be able to share
the work with you, as we are acutely aware of how crucial your
support is to us, in your prayers for our ministry, your gifts in
financial support and your visits.
We now have a staff contingent of very able ladies, loyal,
compassionate, selected and provided by the Lord. There are
eight care workers that do the basic hands-on nursing care for our
in-patients (those that are critically ill) and eight field workers
that visit door-to-door in the villages, doing home-based care for
our out-patients. In this way we have expanded our service to
around two hundred patients a month. The spiritual wellbeing of
our staff is of utmost importance to us, as only when they are
equipped with God’s Word can they effectively minister to the
sick and dying, so there are good Bible studies and spiritual
sessions set apart for this purpose. We have seen several of our
care-workers converted to Christ by these means, with all of them
growing spiritually in their faith and knowledge of the Saviour.
This is one important way in which we are carrying out the Great
Commission, in which our Lord instructed us to go and make
disciples...teaching them His Word and Ways.
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Nakekela Staff

Home Care workers at a Women’s Health Workshop
Our patients and their illness are the reason for our continued
presence here. The HIV pandemic rages unabated in our area,
and there are many complicated reasons for this. The situation
can be likened to the concentric ripples that appear on a pond
surface after a rock has been tossed into it...multilayered and
ever increasingly moving outward. However, we are able to
bring help and hope into devastatingly depressing and dark
situations. Often the Lord chooses to heal through our efforts,
but sometimes not, and we still lose at least 60% of those under
our care. Besides caring for AIDS patients, we have expanded
our work to include palliative care for patients that have cancer
so helping relieve the heavy burden from suffering families.
Recently we have started providing rehabilitation facilities for
many of the elderly who have had strokes, with partial or
complete debility in their limbs. In addition to this, we have an
increasing pastoral counselling service, because of our good
reputation in the community as a place of safety, confidentiality
and where solid Biblical counsel is given. Many people from all
walks of life, with manifold and diverse problems, feel safe to
come to us for this much needed service.
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Our desires for the future include a building project whereby
we plan to extend the existing small twelve-bed facility, by
adding two extra rooms with four beds each, to house patients
who are improving and ready for transfer home. Our capacity
will then be increased to twenty patients. The end of 2012 brought
favour with the local authorities to the extent that we have been
given, free of charge, the plot of land adjacent to the clinic for the
extension of our facilities. In time, Lord willing, we hope to add a
community hall to be used for a variety of purposes, such as a
counselling centre, a crafts centre and possibly also as a chapel
over weekends.
We begin our work on Mondays with a time of Scripture
reading, devotion and prayer because we are acutely aware of
our shortcomings, infirmities, and lack of wisdom in this great
task that we have been entrusted with. Our eyes need always to
be lifted up to God from Whom our help and calling comes. We
know that this is primarily a spiritual work and not merely a
medical facility, as often we only have a few days or hours in
which to minister to those who come through our doors. Then we
can close with joy and thanksgiving at the end of the week for
mercies given, having seen the faithfulness of our God.

Pastor Malwande Mdonga spoke on the Obedience of Christ and
Dr. Brian Wingard on the Silence of Christ. On Saturday afternoon
we enjoyed fellowship with one another and several activities
with a Questions and Answer session following dinner. Sunday
morning, Elder Kenneth Ndou did a devotion on the Grace of
Christ and then the worship service was led by Rev. Oupa
Nkoana, who preached on the Servanthood of Christ. Later in the
morning Rev. Clayton Alexander spoke on the Goodness of
Christ.
This was a spiritual feast and we departed knowing and
loving our almighty, exalted Lord and Saviour all the more. Most
of these topics were recorded and may be heard at
www.onlycomfort.co.za.

Singing

Singing in Zulu

Some recipients demonstrating donations received
from the Grand Rapids congregation.

SOUTH AFRICA – Church Camp
Jane Korevaar

From the evening of Friday, September 28 through to Sunday,
September 30th Tshwane Reformed Church along with Ramotse
Reformed Church were privileged to attend a Church Camp
themed the “Characteristics of Christ”. This was held at Nokeng
Eco Lodge near Hammanskraal.
Dr. Arthur Miskin spoke on Friday night on the Meekness of
Christ and also on Saturday morning on the Manliness of Christ.
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Thabeng and Our speakers: Dr. Miskin, Pastor Mdonga,
Dr. Wingard, Elder Ndou, Rev. Nkoana, Rev. Alexander
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
KINNELON, NEW JERSEY

Neighborhood Evangelism - Eric Greendyk

A little over a year ago our church formed
an Evangelism Liaison Committee. We
meet monthly to plan events that foster
greater church community while reaching
out to our neighbors. About two years ago
our congregation bought a church building
in Kinnelon, New Jersey, but we had never
really reached out to those living nearby.
We thought it would be nice to find a way
to meet our neighbors as well as volunteer to serve them in some
way. We decided to plan a day that we could have volunteers on
call to help our immediate neighbors with house or yard work. It
took some discussion to decide exactly how we should proceed.
We thought about having a community potluck lunch after
working, but then we thought that might be too far outside many
people’s comfort zone at this point. We also thought of having a
carwash at the church for the morning, but we decided that the
date we set in November might be too cold for that. Eventually
we settled on just helping with some basic things: cleaning inside,
yard cleanup, gutter cleaning, etc. We decided on an official name
for the day and designed a flyer that we could hand out.
The next step was to go door to door introducing ourselves
and handing out the flyers along with a pamphlet about our
church and a Gospel of John booklet. About ten people went door
to door in groups of two. We planned our routes to cover the
streets closest to our church building. We had also hoped to mail
the flyer to some homes that were a little further away, but we
were not able to organize it in time. As we went door to door,
many people were very receptive. There were a few homes that
did not allow us to say anything, but the majority thanked us for
stopping by. We were very encouraged that people knew the
church was in the neighborhood and many had noticed some of
the changes we had been making to the building. This gave us
hope of eventually developing deeper relationships with our
community. We also met some Christians who wanted to chat
about our church or the church they attended. We hope to find
more ways to meet our neighbors and learn the specific needs of
the Kinnelon community.
However, even after this personal interaction and preparation,
it appeared that this type of service day did not resonate with our
community. As the RSVP date for anyone needing work done
neared, we realized that no one had responded. We never had any
response at all, right up to the workday. Our church is situated in
a relatively affluent area, so most people probably had arrangements for any work they needed done. It may also have been a
knock on their pride to suggest they needed help, so in the future
we need to carefully scrutinize how attempts to help might be
viewed by those around us. In the spring we hope to try a
combined car wash and pancake breakfast. This might prove to be
a better way to meet people from the area and expose them to our
church.
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We look forward to the opportunities God will provide for us
to reach out to those around us, and we hope we can encourage
others to do the same.

Bethel Ranch – Tyler VanderValk

I visit Bethel Ranch the fourth Sunday of each month with my
close friend Matt Genberg to conduct a Bible Study and interact
with the men who live there.
The name Bethel Ranch may give you the perception that it is
a place for men to get back on their feet, learn valuable hands-on
job training and get back into a lifestyle where they could provide
for themselves. Such a place it is not. It does not take more than a
visit or two to realize all the things that Bethel Ranch is not.
However, after meeting with the men of Bethel Ranch once a
month for almost three years I still feel I do not have a full understanding of its main purpose or goals. Every resident has a
different array of mental and physical disabilities. Each of them is
there for varying amounts of time and for various reasons. I am
hoping that by sharing several of our experiences ministering to
these men, you and I might each gain a better understanding of
Bethel Ranch.

Tyler

Matt

Meet Joe: We can count on Joe to attend our Bible Study every
month. When we show up he is quick to ask if we brought snacks
and what they are. During one study in which we were considering the theme of thankfulness, we posed the question, "What are
some things you guys are thankful for?" Joe was the first to
respond with a long list that went something like, "chicken, cookies, ice cream, etc." We recently noticed an interesting thing about
Joe. He does not allow others to open the door for him. Whenever
he follows us to where we will hold the bible study he allows
doors to close behind the people in front of him and proceeds to
open them himself. If you were to stand holding the door for him
he refuses to walk through it and demands you let go of the door.
This quirk extends into our Bible Study. Although he may never
find the passage we are studying he will not allow us to do it for
him.
Meet "Lord Locksley": No, Robin Hood doesn't attend our
meetings. "Lord Locksley" is how he introduced himself and we
have yet to determine his real name. Locksley knows his Bible
extremely well and is quick with the right answers during our
studies. However, on one occasion he brought along a list of notes
which he proceeded to read, suggesting praying to the universe
and all kinds of things about the Anti-Christ. Locksley is an
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example of an individual who is completely different each time
we visit. Sometimes we can allow him to contribute valuable
lessons to the study and other times we have to interrupt him so
he doesn't confuse the rest of the men. While he sometimes
"loses" it, Locksley clearly loves his Heavenly Father and we are
happy to have him with us.
Meet Mario: Mario tries to attend each meeting. He clearly
never had any Biblical instruction and yet is very willing to
answer questions. During one study the question was asked, "Is
Jesus God?" His very quick, and wrong, response was no. He
does not fully comprehend the entirety of the gospel and he is
unable to put each lesson together from week to week to obtain a
more complete understanding. However, he clearly has a hunger
for the Word. He is one of the few that bring the Bible back to his
room after the study.
"Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied."

seeks to recruit the strongest or most intelligent as the prime
candidates to complete their purposes, God has chosen the weak.
The movement of the Kingdom of God has systematically targeted the abandoned, feeble and foolish of the world to fill its ranks.
It is not simply that God desires to save such individuals from
their bondage to Satan, but that He intends to use them in the furtherance of the gospel (1 Corinthians 1). So while most of the
world is too busy for God, and therefore will not taste of His banquet, I ask you to consider this charge. "Go out quickly to the
streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and
blind and lame...Go out to the highways and hedges and compel
people to come in, that my house may be filled." (Luke 14:21, 23)

One resident
at Bethel Ranch
More residents

Snacks
following
Study

Meet Frank: Like many of the men at Bethel Ranch Frank has
been completely cast out of his family and told he can no longer
attend holiday gatherings or family functions. He is clearly hurt
by this and informed us that his family doesn't understand his
disability and instead dismiss him as a lunatic. Frank is one of the
most intelligent residents, and in fact had I met him in our
church's bible study instead of at Bethel Ranch I would have
never suspected anything was wrong. Frank was brought up
Roman Catholic and has recently told us that he has learned that
the way he was taught as a child is not the gospel outlined in the
Bible.
These are just a few of the many unique experiences we have
had at Bethel Ranch. While many of the men of Bethel Ranch
remain a mystery to us, we can be confident in this important
note. God has made it clear numerous times that it is this group
of our society He especially cares for. During Jesus’ ministry on
earth He had little patience with the religious leaders and the selfrighteous, and instead overflowed with mercy and compassion
for the cheats, prostitutes, homeless and leprous. While the world
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

The Gospel Commission
Michael Horton
Many churches want to be powerful, relevant,
and influential in personal and social transformation, but they overlook Jesus’ final command—to make disciples. Horton calls the
church to recover a renewed understanding and
good practice of the Great Commission. Here is
both a careful explanation of Matthew 28:18–20
and a penetrating analysis of prevailing yet misguided practices among evangelical churches. Come gain a fresh
appreciation for the message, mandate, and methods that Christ
has ordained for His continuing mission in the world. (Baker, HB,
316 pgs) $20.00 | $12.00
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The Gospel for Muslims
Thabiti Anyabwile
This book was written for the average Christian
who wants to share his or her faith with Muslims
but isn’t sure how. Its main point is delightfully
plain: as a Christian, you already know everything you need to know to effectively share the
good news of Jesus Christ with a Muslim—the
gospel. Pastor Anyabwile begins by looking at
the basics of the gospel message and highlights
the differences between Christians and Muslims on these points.
He then offers some practical suggestions on talking with
Muslims about Christ, including chapters on the Bible, hospitality, the local church, and suffering in evangelism. (Moody, PB, 176
pgs) $13.00 | $9.75
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear Young Friends,
How have you shown kindness today to a family member, to a
neighbor, to a senior, or to a classmate? Let us think on the
kindness of Jesus when He walked on this earth…in helping the
sick, in giving food to the hungry, in teaching people about
Himself and their need for Him. Let us think especially in this
Passion season on His kindness in giving Himself as a sacrifice on
the Cross for sinners like we all are. What if Jesus hadn’t done
what He did? There would be no salvation. But now, “Whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life!” Young
friends, can you live without Jesus and His kind sacrifice on the
Cross? Or are you, by grace, trusting in Jesus, relying on Him and
His kind sacrifice? We each need Him as our Saviour. Seek Him
while He may be found. In addition, let us strive to not be proud
and selfish but to show the love and kindness of Jesus and our
Father…by our words and our deeds! You will find below how
the Grand Rapids youth group recently did that.
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland

Grand Rapids HNRC Youth Group Service

On a beautiful Saturday in October, the Senior Youth Group from
Grand Rapids HNRC spent the afternoon doing yard cleanups for
ailing seniors, and warehouse cleaning/organizing for Love INC.
Love INC (In the Name of Christ) is a national Christian ministry organized over 30 years ago to help local churches offer a
unified witness of God’s love to the community as they work
together reaching out to the needy with love, in the name of
Christ. Love INC brings together volunteer resources that already
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exist in local churches to meet needs both within and outside the
church.
There are over 140 Love INC ministries in 30 states. Our local
Love INC is the largest with over 46 helping ministries meeting
various needs. These include help with: food, quality meat
through F.A.R.M., clothing, furniture, appliances, transportation,
medical equipment, baby items, bikes, computers, foster care
kits, Bible based budget mentoring, Bible based parenting
classes, cooking classes, home repair – all run by Christian
volunteers. There is also a retail store where donations are sold to
the public, raising funds that are then used for various ministries
within Love INC.
The seniors whose yards we cleaned were very verbal in their
praise for “all the wonderful young people who gave their time
and energy to bless us.” However, we believe the blessing was
ours because the Lord again reminded us, “inasmuch as you did
it to the least of these, My brethren, you did it to Me.” Matthew
25:40
Following our service Mr. and Mrs. J. Engelsma opened their
home to the youth group and planned a horse drawn hay ride
preceded by a delicious pizza supper provided by a kind,
generous member of our church family. It was a long but
rewarding day, but we pray God used our service to grow our
faith and touch the lives of those we helped – all for His glory.

HNRC Youth
Group
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Cleaning the
Love INC
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MISSION FINANCES
Harvey VanEgdom

Yard clean up
raking leaves

Lots of leaves

Horse drawn hay ride

For the five-month period August 1- December 31, 2012, the HRC
mission fund balances to budget are as follows:
1) General Mission Fund = -$51,583 (shortfall)
2) Outreach Ministers Support = -$32,117 (shortfall)
For the $29,000 borrowed in September used to make payments, $12,000
has been paid back, however $17,000 remains.
Below are the reports for both funds, showing the first five months of
cash flow for the 2012 fiscal year. The General Mission Fund income
received is only at 28% of the annual budget. The Outreach Ministers
Support Fund monies received is only at 21% of the required amount
for the year. Ideally, both funds should be approximately 42% as of
December 31. This means the winter and spring seasons will again be
challenging to cover all ongoing expenses. But we trust in God’s mercy
and move forward with hope and expectation that church collections
and individual donations will again be provided for this mission work.
We thank all for graciously giving at Thanksgiving & Christmas.
“The Lord is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens”.
Psalm 113:4
HRC General Mission Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
or period 8/1/12 - 12/31/12
Year to Date
Annual
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
Word & Deed (transfer in)
* Individual Donations
Total Income
Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - Loss/(Gain)
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Sumba Ministry & MAF Ministry
Emergency Fund
Fund Raising Expenses
Total Expenses

$

$

$

$

99,839
6,000
20,050
125,889

525
(214)
11,995
1,092
147,875
12,000
4,200
177,472

Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ (51,583)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$ 418,300
24 000

$ 442,300

$

1 100
4 000
21 000
1 000
319,700
4 000
24 000
15 000
2 500
15 000
25 000
10,000
$ 432,300

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/12 - 12/31/12
Year to Date
Annual
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations
Total Income

12

Pizza supper

$

$

16,920
150
17,070

Expenses
Bank Charges
$
97
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
602
Outreach Ministers Support
48,489
Total Expenses (including * items)
$ 49,187
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ (32,117)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures
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$

80 600

$

80 600

$

80 430
80 600

$

170

% Actual
to Budget

28%

40%

-12%

% Actual
to Budget
21%

61%
-40%
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Monicca, Tsepho,
Rev. Oupa and
Thabang Nkoana

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Justin Krul Birthday – February 28
• Marion Sommer Birthday - April 30
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24
• Jason Krul Birthday – April 19
• Jane Korevaar Birthday – May 31

Contact Information:
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: bdevries99@gmail.com
Mobile: 27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria South Africa, 0186. Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594, KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022,
Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Molenaar Family, c/o Nanninga Family, P.O. Box 30809, Lilongwe, Malawi.
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O.Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0,
Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ __________ r FOR HAITI r FOR INDONESIA r FOR MALAWI
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA r HRC OUTREACH PASTORS SUPPORT r FOR OTHER____________
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Send Out a Light

Send out a light as you go your way,
A beacon of hope when shadows are gray;
Send out a light that for Jesus will shine,
Proving to others God’s mercy divine.

Send out a light when your burdens press,
And show to the world that Jesus will bless;
Thro’ darkest sorrows and bitterest pain,
Send out a light—it will not shine in vain.
Send out a light unto those who stray,
All heedless along destruction’s highway;
Point them to pathways of purer delight,
And let your life daily send out a light.
Send out a light, a radiant light,
That will pierce thro’ the gloom
Of someone’s dark night,
Send out a light, a bright beaming light,
Send out a light for Jesus.
Mary Bernstecher
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