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MISSION STATEMENT
The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.
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Andrew, Ganizani, Dr. Etienne Schalekamp, Henry and Douglas

W ho h av e y ou i n v i t ed t o a c hu r c h a c t i vi t y r e c en t l y ?

MEDITATION

God’s Sovereignty, Believers’ Frailty, and Missionary
Service - 2 Corinthians 4:8-15
Rev. Don Overbeek

Reformed Christians rightly emphasize the sovereignty of God in all areas of life. Yet, rather than
leading to inaction, this core tenet has prompted
some of the greatest acts of Christian self-sacrifice
and believing endurance for the cause of the
Gospel. For example, young William Carey was
challenged on his sense of urgency for Christian
missions by a minister who said, “Young man, sit
down. When God pleases to convert the heathen, He will do it
without your aid or mine.” A little while later, Carey was speaking
to a group of Baptist ministers and uttered this famous phrase,
“Expect great things from God; attempt great things for God” and
shortly after this meeting the Baptist Missionary Society was formed.
Christian mission work, both domestically and internationally,
must be inseparably bound to belief in the sovereignty of God. This
arrangement is not just theoretical but inherently practical as Paul
shows us in 2 Corinthians 4:8-15. In these verses Paul uses his
personal experience of hardship in his missionary calling to magnify
the sovereignty of his Triune God.
Verses 8-10 describe Paul’s frailty provided for by the empowering
presence of the Holy Spirit. In these experiences he mirrors the
experience of the blessed Lord, Who was upheld by the Spirit as He
“suffered contradiction of sinners against Himself” (Heb. 12:3). For
Paul, it was through the indwelling Holy Spirit that the “life of Jesus
was made manifest in our body.” God overrules trials in order to
teach His people their own frailty and also to teach them to seek the
abundance of gracious strength that is His to give.
Verses 11-13 give us Paul’s missionary heartbeat, namely as a man
brought by faith into inseparable union with God’s Son, Jesus the
Lord. Therefore it is no surprise that those who are united to Christ
would not focus on themselves but on working for the life of others.
In the plan of the reigning Christ, this would be powerful testimony
to the way God saves those worthy of death.
Verses 14-15 declare the certainty of the glory of God the Father as
the only suitable outcome of all this work. God the Father raised up
His Son and glorified Him, and He will raise up believers and
glorify them. This is all to make the church incredibly thankful,
which will “redound to the glory of God.”
From these thoughts, believers must be reminded that our
circumstances do not control us or our reactions. We must
increasingly strive to have the Spirit control us – both in what we do,
but also in responding to what others do. Then there is the matter of
identity. The Christian is going to be useful as he/she identifies more
with the dead and risen Christ than with an ungodly culture that
seeks to mute and mutilate the Christian witness. Regardless of what
happens now, the future of a child of God is glorious: both in the
reality of resurrection and in the ultimate assurance that the
sovereign God will glorify Himself.
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EDITORIAL

“Open Doors” to Bring the Gospel
Jake Sinke

Dear Mission Family,
“Sorrow and Blood”! This is the title of a book
on Christian Missions in the context of suffering
that recently came across my path. Tension and
persecution has been the experience of the
church of our Lord Jesus Christ from the onset.
Our Lord Himself was persecuted! Sorrow and
blood were ever present in His life on earth.
Isaiah, in chapter 53 verse 3, portrays the Lord Jesus as “a man
of sorrows…”We read in Luke 22:44 “and being in agony he prayed
more earnestly: and His sweat was as great drops of blood…” This
“Sorrow and Blood” is the only hope for sinners to be reconciled
with our Maker! But what a blessing and hope there is, in and
through our suffering Savior. His own words in Matthew 11:28 are
“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest.” In this one verse we are invited to come to Him,
called to come to Him and assured of a blessed promise of “rest”
for all those who come to Him by faith! This is the message and
hope for all mission work that we must and may do, at home or
in foreign lands.
By the grace of God, the work on our mission fields continues
without persecution or immediate danger to the lives of our
mission workers. We ought not to take this for granted, as
persecution is rampant in numerous countries. Worldwide Islam
is growing and becoming more militant. Recent statistics show
that by 2020 it is expected that Muslims will be 2.2 billion of the
world’s population. That is up from 1.1 billion in 1990! Also in
North America the Muslim population is growing. Is this a
mission field coming to your and my neighborhood?
Dr. Brian and Lanae DeVries and Dr. Arthur and Sonja Miskin
and Jane Korevaar continue to have open doors in South Africa to
teach and bring God’s word in various ways. Mukhanyo College,
the Nakekela Clinic, the Mukhanyo Distance Program teaching
and several other aspects of ministry continue to grow. Pastor and
Mirjam Molenaar and their family are more settled in Malawi.
This year we anticipate more clarity of direction in the work there.
We are seeking to solidify partnerships and direction, with likeminded churches and organizations, so that more long-term
planning can be implemented, D.V.
As you leaf through issues of Glad Tidings you will be updated
on the work at Mukhanyo Theological College, Nakekela Clinic,
Reformed Church Tshwane (English Church), Malawi Logos, as
well as Haiti, Sumba and local church evangelism.
Dear Mission Family, will you continue to partner with us in
prayer and financial support? The Lord has granted us “open
doors” to bring the gospel. We trust that He will supply and guide
us in the way that we should go!
With Christian Greetings, Jake Sinke
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MISSIONARY UPDATE

HAITI – To Know Him and to Love Him
Jason & Will Krul

Over this past year, in the quiet moments as I studied God’s
Word and prayed, God impressed a truth upon my heart that I
now feel called to share with you: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind. This is the first and great commandment.” (Matt. 22:37-38)
Serving others is important: whether that is for us here in Haiti or
for you in Canada or the United States. I can make a list of how
we serve others, but then, so could you. The truth is you don’t
have to be in Haiti to serve and love others. Wherever we are, we
all need to emulate the example of Christ, who “…made himself
of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant...”
(James 2:7a)
But loving and serving others is NOT the first and great
commandment. What did Jesus tell Martha when she
complained that Mary wasn’t helping her serve others? “Now it
came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain village:
and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.
And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and
heard his word. But Martha was cumbered about much serving,
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help
me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou
art careful and troubled about many things: But one thing is
needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42)
The first and great commandment is to love God above all
else. But how can we love a God we do not know?
Jesus warns us in Matt. 7:22-23 by saying: “Many will say to
me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done
many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
And God says in Hosea 6:6 “For I desired mercy, and not
sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”
And in Hosea 4:6a “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge”.
Don’t waste your time seeking the things of the world, “But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you.” (Matt. 6:33)
Don’t spend your time only on physical sustenance, but heed
the words of Jesus when he said “...It is written, Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God.” (Matt. 4:4)
He urges us in Isaiah 55:6, “Seek ye the LORD while he may
be found, call ye upon him while he is near.”
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal
life: and they are they which testify of me.” (John 5:39)
“Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you.” (James
4:8a)
Try it. It’s simple and it’s true. It doesn’t say, “Draw near to
God and He MIGHT draw near to you.” No, it says, “Draw near
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to God and He WILL draw near to you.”
And the more you draw near to Him, and He to you, the more
you will get to know Him. And the more you get to know Him, the
more you will love Him. And then you can say with the Psalmist:
“I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore will I
call upon him as long as I live.” (Psa. 116:1-2)
Then it doesn’t matter what trials and struggles you may be
going through, for the “Joy of the Lord is your strength.”
(Neh. 8:10b)
So I urge you, dear readers: seek Him, draw near to Him and
He will draw near to you, and when you find Him-- for you will,
for He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him, (Heb.
11:6b)-- tell those around you about Him and urge them to seek
Him as well.
“Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his
going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us
as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” (Hosea
6:3)
Then we shall be like “...a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psa. 1:3b)
Then when trials come, as they inevitably do, we won’t fall, for
we are founded upon a Rock: “And the rain descended, and the
floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.”
(Matt. 7:25b)
Then you can say with the Psalmist, “I
will sing unto the LORD as long as I live:
I will sing praise to my God while I have
my being.”(Psa. 104:33) and “I will sing
unto the LORD, because he hath dealt
bountifully with me.”(Psa. 13:6)
Everything else pales in comparison to
the first and great commandment, to
know and to love God above all. There is
no greater joy.

SOUTH AFRICA – Heritage’s
Mission with Mukhanyo College
Dr. Brian DeVries

The denominational mission of the Heritage
Reformed Congregations (HRC) has been a huge
blessing to Mukhanyo Theological College during the last decade. Most significantly, the HRC
has provided skilled personnel to assist in the
continued development of Mukhanyo’s ministry.
The missional vision of the HRC closely corresponds with and complements Mukhanyo’s ministry in a way that
has created excellent synergies.

The Heritage Mission
The vision of the HRC’s denominational mission is to send out
skilled personnel to assist at theological education ministries
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within developing countries. While many missionaries can be successful doing other work, the Heritage vision has proven to be
more efficient and effective in today’s world. The longer-term
mission model is to send out missionaries who can assist with the
development of local ministries and church leadership. This has
been the vision of HRC missions since 2005.
The HRC first sent Dr. Brian DeVries in 2005 and 2006 to serve
as visiting lecturer at Mukhanyo. He was appointed as the Deputy
Principal of the college in 2007, and then as Principal in 2009. He
continues to serve in this capacity.
In 2006 the HRC sent Dr. Arthur Miskin to serve in South
Africa and to teach part-time at Mukhanyo. He has been serving
since this time as a Senior Lecturer primarily in the areas of
Homiletics, Hermeneutics, and Old Testament Exegesis.

HRC mission workers at Mukhanyo: Dr. Arthur Miskin,
Dr. Brian DeVries and Jane Korevaar

Other HRC mission workers have also greatly assisted the
Mukhanyo ministry. Ms. Jane Korevaar has been serving at
Mukhanyo since 2010 as manager of the growing Mukhanyo
Distance program and acting financial manager. Mrs. Dori
Schoeman (nee Averink) also assisted for a number of years as the
financial manager of the college while she was also working with
the MCDC ministry; she currently serves us with doing quality
assurance on Mukhanyo Distance DVDs.

Mukhanyo Vision & Leadership
The vision of Mukhanyo Theological College is to provide
relevant, high-quality, affordable, in-service training for church
leaders and Christian workers in Africa. This is accomplished by
equipping Christians to understand and apply the Bible in their
own environment, by developing church leadership skills to
inspire kingdom vision and support church growth, and by
empowering ministry workers in their church for development
aid projects and mercy ministries.
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Some of the Lecturers in KwaMhlanga

This is a big vision, and it is only possible with a team of
committed leaders, staff, and faculty. There are presently about
fifty people on the Mukhanyo team. Many of these people serve
on a part-time basis, such as some of our local and visiting
lecturers. About twenty of us are employed full-time to make the
Mukhanyo vision a reality.

Mukhanyo Campuses
There are now three campuses for face-to-face theological
instruction: KwaMhlanga, Johannesburg, and Rustenburg. The
Johannesburg and Rustenburg campuses are still new and
relatively small. They both offer a two-year Diploma in Theology
at this time. Please pray that the Lord will bless these new
ministry ventures and help us develop them to meet the great
needs that surround us.

Main classroom at the Rustenburg Campus

The KwaMhlanga campus continues to offer four programs in
theological education: an unaccredited certificate in theology, the
Diploma in Theology, the Bachelor’s of Theology degree, and a
newly accredited Bachelor’s Honors degree. This campus also
serves as the center for Mukhanyo Distance and a growing
number of Teachers’ Continuing Education students.

Many of the KwaMhlanga campus full-time students

There are presently about forty full-time theological students
at the main campus in KwaMhlanga. We are thankful for this
year’s new student intake in January. In the last half-year we
appointed a Dean of Students, Pastor Isaac Maleke, who is now
giving more concentrated attention to the spiritual development
of our students. Other appointments have been and are being
made this year as a result of our strategic planning exercises last
year. You can read about recent developments on the website and
blog: www.mukhanyo.co.za. Rev. Ronald Munyithya has also
joined the faculty from Kenya and is an excellent addition to the
Mukhanyo team.
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Pastor Isaac Maleke and
Rev. Ronald Munyithya
Both the Mukhanyo
Distance and the Mukhanyo
Teachers’ Education programs are relatively new. The
vision for both was born in
2008 when we asked ourselves how Mukhanyo could
more effectively teach pastors and Christian leaders in
order to have a greater evangelistic impact in our communities.
God has blessed our plans and imperfect efforts, and now both of
these programs have been established and continue to grow.

Mukhanyo Distance
The vision of Mukhanyo Distance is to provide quality
theological education for church leaders and other Christians
who would otherwise not have access to Reformed theological
education. Students in teaching sites across southern Africa
watch DVDs of classroom instruction. A tutor in each site guides
the groups through course manuals and ensures they complete all
necessary course requirements.
Ms. Jane Korevaar oversees the development team and is
responsible for the coordination of all the teaching sites. Her
experienced service at Mukhanyo has been invaluable in
developing and managing this expanding program. We are
thankful for our Distance development staff, who are producing
quality material for a growing number of students.

teacher-students enrolled, and a total of about forty-five will have
graduated by next month. Mrs. Henria Stolper manages this
program, together with Sherley DeBruin and a number of skilled
facilitators.
Mukhanyo Teachers’ Education provides accredited continuing education to schoolteachers presently serving in local schools.
They must be Christian with at least five years of teaching experience. Our goal is to equip Christian teachers and empower them
to serve as mentors in local government schools. In many cases,
these teachers can be more effective than pastors in witnessing to
the next generation.

Some education students writing an exam
Heritage-Mukhanyo Synergies
We at Mukhanyo thank the Lord for the HRC mission and the
great blessing it has been to our ministry! While the HRC
denominational mission has from time to time assisted financially,
the greater blessing has been the personnel they have provided in
the last decade.
Please pray that the Lord will continue to bless these
missional ministries. Pray for the HRC Mission Committee and
the missionaries they have sent out to South Africa and Malawi.
Pray also for all the people who are part of the Mukhanyo team.
Let’s together pray that the Lord will add His indispensible
blessing. May He use our feeble efforts for His greater glory!

SOUTH AFRICA

Mukhanyo Distance Learning Sites:
Increasing in the Knowledge of God
Jane Korevaar

Tutor and Students at Tembisa Distance Learning Site
There are presently about two hundred students in the
Mukhanyo Distance program at more than twenty-five active
facilitation sites in southern Africa. We are thankful for the
growth we see in this program and pray it will be used greatly for
the expansion of Christ’s kingdom. This program is clearly
fulfilling a crucial need for theological education in Africa.

Mukhanyo Teachers’ Education
The Continuing Teachers’ Education program has already
been a blessing to many teachers. There are presently about 175
4

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. What a magnificent, gracious and merciful Saviour is provided for us. When we
personally know that there is salvation through Jesus Christ, we
need to tell all peoples, tribes and nations.
As of writing this article the Lord has blessed this work with 27
Mukhanyo Distance Learning Sites studying at the Diploma level
with approximately 195 students. A facilitator/tutor, typically
with a bachelor’s degree in Theology, leads each group. They then
use the DVD’s and study guides of the subject matter that was
taught in class at Mukhanyo Theological College at the
KwaMhlanga Campus. It is with great thanksgiving to the Lord,
Who has sent these students to study plus inquiries from many
others, that we may report on the progress of this project.
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Here is some information about a few of the groups of people
that meet once or twice each week to study so they can teach
others the unsearchable riches of Christ as they increase in the
knowledge of God.

like to translate the work into the languages of the area there. All
the participants are indicating that the course material is really
good and relevant, and that they are thankful to be a part of it. The
tutor indicated that it is good for him too!
Pinetown - On January 24, Dr. Brian DeVries and I arrived in
Pinetown for what we thought was a meeting of perhaps 8-10
people to introduce them to Mukhanyo Theological College. It
was a very hot and humid day on the east coast of South Africa
but 29 people attended this meeting! They appeared to be very
enthusiastic and have a great hunger for training.
They requested a learning program that could help them with
the following:
• Where older pastors could teach the younger pastors.
• They would like to train locally as when the student goes away
the church is lacking leadership.
• Training is required as there are four ministers and 26
churches to pastor.
• Training of elders.
• So they can preach the gospel effectively as they have an
urgency to bring the Word as knowledgeable workers in the
Kingdom of the Lord.
• So they can study while they continue with their day jobs to
support their family.
Following this meeting new groups have started in Pinetown,
Richmond and Pietermaritzburg.

Hammanskraal - At the Ramotse Reformed Church, Rev. Oupa
Nkoana has recently gathered seven participants. They are from
five churches in the area and are pastors to over 550 church members in total. Monica Nkoana is Oupa’s wife and is hoping to learn
much so she can better support her husband as Mam Moruti (Mrs.
Pastor in the Tswana language). These students indicated their
reasons for coming to study are:
• We need to study so we know God better.
• If you are a leader you need to have knowledge and need more
information.
• We have to know God each and every day and gain knowledge
of Him.
• It empowers us to be able to teach others of God.
• How can we lead if we don’t understand the way?
• We learn lots from one another. If we are in a group we will
learn more. The Bible tells us two are better than one.
• We need to know what God does and His works.

Botswana - There are eight in total that get together in the evening
in the tailor's shop in Shakawe. It’s very exciting as they are from
three villages outside Shakawe (two Khwe men, one
Hambukushu lady, one Setswana man, and the tutor who is
originally from Pretoria, South Africa), and three people from
Shakawe (one Khwe, one Motswana, one Shona). It is expected
that one of the Khwe men will fall away, though, as he is struggling with communication in English, and they are struggling to
organize translation for him. Hopefully in the future, they would
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at seven local churches.

Pietermaritzburg Distance Students
Port Shepstone and now also Munster - Later in the day I left
with Rev. Garrie Schutte and Ed Coetsee (79 years old) for a two
hour drive south along the coast and was welcomed into the
home of Ed and Annette Coetsee. The “Kind Friends Trust”
represents the Port Shepstone group that started in November
2011. We had a meeting after dinner and I met the new tutor for
this area who will work in Munster. They told me how Ed and
AG Fraenkel (an elderly man who receives kidney dialysis 3
times a week) went 70 square km around the Port Shepstone area
looking for more students. They have now recruited 26 new
students. Of these, seven are teachers and a principal who were
having difficulty in teaching Christianity in the classroom and
wanted to better differentiate between it and Islam. The east coast
has a heavy population of Islamic believers. There are also a couple of people from the police department including a man that is
second in command. One of the pastors that enrolled is 62 years
old and is the overseer of seven churches with a membership of
over 600 people. This man has very little theological education.
So he is now wondering how he can have more people enrolled.
It was wonderful and amazing to see how the Lord is working in
this area with the four, mostly, elderly people that look after the
administration for this distance group.

Kasama, Zambia – The organizer of this group found out about
Mukhanyo from our website. Initial contact started in April 2012
by email and a telephone connection with lots of static. This class
now has ten students and they are located about a nine-hour
drive from Covenant College. Some of these students are pastors
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The Phola Park and Phumula groups are studying at
Certificate levels in the Zulu language that are taught by Rev. Paul
Mahlangu, one of the college lecturers.
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Phola Park – This group consists of a pastor, an evangelist, two
Mam Mfundisi (Mrs. Pastor in Zulu) and three church members.

Phumula – This group consists of five pastors, two Sunday
School teachers, one Mam Mfundisi (she is the wife of an archbishop) and four archbishops. The four archbishops have in total
28 pastors/congregations under their care.
On March 16 one of the Phumula students had a graduation
thanksgiving celebration in Dennilton. This was a whole day
affair with many speeches and lots of tasty food. During the
latter part I spoke about learning programmes available from
Mukhanyo Theological College and the significance of these
studies to the hearer in a congregation.

Rev. Ronald
Munyithya is
preaching while the
lecturer of this group
Rev. Paul Mahlangu
is interpreting.

The following are a
couple of the places
that I recently went
to do an introductory
of
presentation
Mukhanyo Distance:

Libangeni – For this presentation (February 23) much patience
was needed as we were last on the agenda of a Pastors Fraternal
Meeting which included things like the difference between the
tribal office and the municipality, water problems, and a church
site application that was approved. The tribal king was part of
the meeting so being the most honoured person in attendance he
commented on each agenda item. Thanks to the Lord, before we
left this five-hour meeting three potential students signed up
and today (April 16) the tutor picked up study guides for ten
students.

Phumula students that graduated with a Certificate in
Basics of Pastoral Theology
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Sophie de Bruyn Street, Pretoria – Pastor Gabira leads a congregation in downtown Pretoria. A Mukhanyo Distance presentation
was done to this congregation where most people hail from
Burundi, Rwanda and Kenya. Many of them speak French and
particularly the elders and deacons would like to study with the
French translation that we are currently working on. Pastor
Gabira also has a church plant in Mamelodi.
Masakona Distance Students: Mathews Hlongwane and Robert
Mulaudzi. Between them they reach 75 people per week.
Their tutor is Rev. Edmund de Beer.

Rustenburg Distance Students

CHURCH EVANGELISM
BRADFORD, ONTARIO
Rev. Don Overbeek

Please pray for all the Distance Learning Sites, the potential
sites, the facilitators/tutors as well as the workers that support
these groups – as Paul prayed in Colossians 1:9-14. “For this
cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for
you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of
his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; That ye might
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every
good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;
Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power,
unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving
thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of sins.
8

Reaching out to a lost world with the message of God’s grace is
incredibly challenging but also very rewarding. We are called to
lay hold of that which we profess time and again as we bring it to
others and urge them to consider it. Too often we must confess that
our faith, hope, and love are not what they should be as we go
about this monumental task – yet God is still pleased to further His
kingdom, often using our feeble efforts.
One aspect of evangelism that we continue to wrestle with is
how to keep the local church vitally involved – so that, with God’s
blessing, it may profit and grow through the varied efforts. Doing
evangelism in itself is not the ultimate goal. The goal is, rather, that
people would be added to the church and spread the glory of God
in the world. I have found, as a pastor, it is easy to go out and evangelize without a real plan how the local church would grow and
benefit as a result. It is more difficult to evangelize with an eye to
our local flock, seeing myself as a small piece of a greater whole to
which we are inviting these people.
In this summary, I would like to detail two efforts we are
presently engaged in on two fronts – one locally and the other in
the city of Toronto.
Locally, we have started what we call a chapel/prayer
service, which is held on a weeknight. We use a local church’s
chapel and have a more casual time of singing, meditating on the
Word, and prayer. While not being a worship service, it is a
special time set aside to unite our hearts in praise, prayer, and
learning from God’s Word. We have taken the first six months of
this effort to come together as a group and grow increasingly
familiar with the format and the plan behind it. Now into the
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spring and summer months, we are concentrating our efforts on
reaching others and inviting them to join us.
At the time we meet in this church building, there are various
other groups renting space as well: a karate class, an Alcoholics
Anonymous group, and a music group. As a matter-of-fact we
recently had a group of people walk through our service trying to
find the Alcoholics Anonymous meeting; despite our invitation
for them to stay, they insisted on finding the AA meeting so we
pointed them to the room.
Our target audience for this chapel service is local people,
perhaps living in nearby apartments or rented dwellings. We are
going to connect with them by increasing our visibility in that
area by means of a sign, inviting people on the Saturday and
Monday before our chapel service, possibly having food or other
things on hand, and trying to serve them in any way we can.
It is our prayer that people would come to appreciate and use
this opportunity to come together and call on the name of the
Lord. With God’s blessing, we hope to make connections, not just
for the purpose of growing this evening, but with the
possibility of inviting the people to Sunday worship as well. We
realize that where the Spirit gives the heart a desire to pray and be
prayed for, there is but a short step to participate in more opportunities for worship and fellowship.
The second outreach effort we are concentrating on is evangelism and Bible Study in Toronto on Finch Avenue. The Bible Study
is a long time effort of the congregation started especially for
those who live in or near Toronto and could not easily make it up
to where we meet for studies and fellowship. It also has always
had an evangelistic thrust, inviting neighbors and friends in the
city to join us for reading and discussing God’s Word.
Presently, another Reformed pastor and I get together on
Friday afternoons and evenings to reach the people of the city and
lead the Bible Study. We meet in the early afternoon at a church
building for a time of prayer and planning our day. This is such a
vital time to connect, share how things have gone in the week and
pray for our evangelism efforts, especially that the Holy Spirit
would work through us in the lives of those we meet.
We then drive to a central square location in North York, where
we spend two hours on our own talking to people as they smoke,
sit, walk, wait or anything else they may be doing. Sometimes
these one-to-one conversations can be very short with the individual being suspicious of us and our motives and interests – unwilling to talk and be talked to. Other times we can have extended
discussions with people who seem to be willing to hear what we
say, engage us with some questions or comments, and even give
us contact details for follow-up. There is a wide range of depth of
connection we have with people. We pray that the people we meet
and speak with know that we care about them and their eternal
destiny but also their present conditions and circumstances. We
try to leave literature with people, such as a pamphlet, a tract, a
postcard invitation to the Bible Study, or anything else.
From the Mel Lastman Square, we have a time of coffee and
sharing how our two hours apart went. Following this, we go
door-to-door for several hours, getting to know the neighbors,
engaging them with scriptural truths, and promoting the Bible
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Study. On any given afternoon we cover anywhere from 25-40
homes, sometimes speaking with someone in the majority of
them and other times going several houses without speaking to
anyone. As we approach a home, we never know who is behind
the door and what their religious experiences have been. We
know that as sinners we share the same spiritual needs and that
God in His grace can save the roughest looking and talking individual.
Some of the most common responses we have after we
introduce ourselves and tell the people the reason we are at their
front door are, “Thank you, but I am not religious” or “I believe
all the religions are basically the same, you have to be kind to
others and try to do your best...”. We run into people from the
various world religions, those professing to be atheists/agnostics, and life-long Christians. It is a daunting undertaking and
certainly not for most believers, but we believe that God has
called us to it and gives us words to say. The God-given impact
will be more than they or we could ever imagine.
Going together to these homes allows us to enjoy wonderful
spiritual fellowship and discussion as we walk. We sharpen each
other by asking why we said this, or didn’t say that – it is always
good to be refining our approach and statements in order to
serve most faithfully and fruitfully. At the same time, this effort
shows how useful God’s people can be in the relationships they
have with neighbors, co-workers, and friends. God has given us
people close to us so that we can try to evangelize them and
speak the Word in season to them. This is the most preferable
and inescapable evangelistic opportunity Christians have, which
God blesses for His glory.
At the end of the day both of these efforts need the blessing
of the Holy Spirit. We see great variation from day-to-day and
time-to-time – differences only attributable to the sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit in us and through us. Yet, with all these
different results, the great purpose of God is progressing in the
world. He is building His church and will gather all His sheep,
making them hear His voice and leading them to follow Him
unto everlasting life.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

The Power to Save: A History of the Gospel in China
Bob Davey
The gospel went to China and took root there
because of the profound love and dedication of
many Christians from all parts of the world. The
Power to Save combines a bird’s eye view of these
wonderful works of God with thumbnail sketches
of many of the individuals who—with countless
unnamed others—have been instruments of heaven. This book is far more than a spiritual “pick-me-up.” It is a
sobering historical narrative and a thrilling story of men and
women “of whom this world was not worthy,” but it also carries
a radical challenge to the part of the body of Christ to which
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most readers of its pages belong. (Evangelical Press, PB, 354 pgs)
$17.00 | $11.00

Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions
John Piper
In Let the Nations Be Glad!, John Piper shows how
God uses Christian missions to glorify His name
across the face of the earth. Piper reminds us that
missions is not an end in itself, but exists to see
the nations rejoice in God and worship Him. He
looks at the relation that prayer and suffering
have to missions, and tackles difficult theological questions facing
today’s missionary efforts. “Let the people praise thee, O God; let
all the people praise thee. O let the nations be glad and sing for
joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the
nations upon earth. Selah” (Ps. 67:3-4). (Baker, PB, 280 pgs) $15.00
| $11.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
The children’s story is the final part of Rev. Richard Newton’s
Warning Not to Forget God. This time we see that our Creator is to
be remembered for the sake of others! What an excellent example
of this we see in Ruth too! Are you also remembering the Lord
and enjoying serving others? Do you love Jesus and pray to live
more like Him and for Him? Listen to what Rev. Newton says in
his introduction:
“When Jesus was on earth we are told that ‘He went about
doing good.’ And He desires that all who love and serve Him
should follow His example in this respect, and ‘tread in the
blessed steps of His most holy life.’ And in doing this, we can
make ourselves real blessings to those who are about us. We can
help to lead them to Jesus, if they do not know Him already. And
if they do know Him, we can speak words of comfort to them.
And not only by our words, but by our actions, and by our
prayers, we may be doing good, all the time, to those about us.”
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland

Book of Ruth Bible Quiz

1. Why did Elimelech go to live in Moab with his family?
a. Disagreement with his town leaders
b. Famine in his home town
c. Distant relatives invited him
d. Earthquake in his home town
10

2. What were the names of Elimelech’s sons?
a. Jacob & Esau
b. Pharez & Zarah
c. Mahlon & Chilion
d. James & John
3. What happened to Elimelech in Moab?
a. He died
b. He left his wife
c. He was killed by the King of Moab
d. His sons murdered him
4. What relationship was Ruth to Naomi?
a. Daughter
b. Granddaughter
c. Daughter-in-law
d. Niece
5. Who said “thy God shall be my God”?
a. Naomi
b. Ruth
c. Orpah
d. Elimelech

6. What did Naomi tell the people in Bethlehem to call her?
a. Sara
b. Rachel
c. Mara
d. Elizabeth
7. Who was Boaz?
a. Kinsman of Elimelech
b. Kinsman of Naomi
c. Town mayor
d. Priest

8. Why did Boaz allow Ruth to glean in his field?
a. He had a large harvest
b. He was short of workers
c. She was beautiful
d. She had looked after Naomi
9. How much did Ruth glean on her first day?
a. 1 ephah of oats
b. 2 ephahs of oats
c. 1 ephah of barley
d. 2 ephahs of barley
10. Which other harvest did Ruth glean in?
a. Wheat harvest
b. Olive harvest
c. Maize harvest
d. Grape harvest
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11. What was Boaz doing at the threshing floor?
a. Making bread
b. Threshing grain
c. Winnowing barley
d. Treading grapes
12. What did Ruth do while Boaz was sleeping?
a. Uncovered his feet and lay down
b. Gently woke him up
c. Covered his head and sat next to him
d. Asked his servant to wake him
13. How did the townspeople regard Ruth?
a. As a beautiful woman
b. As a virtuous woman
c. As a caring woman
d. As an obedient woman

14. How many elders witnessed Boaz’s agreement with the
kinsman?
a. 2
b. 5
c. 10
d. 12
15. What did Boaz say Naomi was selling?
a. A jewel of great price
b. A parcel of land
c. A vineyard
d. A donkey

16. Why did the kinsman not want to marry Ruth?
a. Too busy
b. Didn’t like her
c. Already married
d. Didn’t want to spoil inheritance

17. What was taken off and handed over to signify the
agreement between Boaz and the kinsman?
a. Robe
b. Sandal
c. Ring
d. Hat

18. Who became nurse to Ruth’s son?
a. Boaz’s niece
b. Ruth’s handmaid, Zillah
c. Orpah
d. Naomi

19. What was the name of Ruth’s son?
a. Obed
b. Boaz
c. Jesse
d. Salmon
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20. What was the name of Ruth’s great-grandson?
a. Jesse
b. David
c. Solomon
d. Samuel

Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

THE WARNING NOT TO FORGET GOD –
FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS
Rev. Richard Newton (1813-1887)

“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth”
Ecclesiastes 12:1

Grandpa’s Star – Grandpa was sick, and little Fannie loved to be
with him, and to read to him. She would sit down by his bedside
and say, “Shall I read my story, Grandpa?”
The story to which she referred was that in the New
Testament, which began with, “Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem, there came wise men from the East to Jerusalem.”
She called it “my story,” because she liked it so much, and she
never got tired of reading it. One day, when she had finished
reading, she said—
“Grandpa, you are a wise man, but you didn’t have to take a
long journey to find Jesus, like the wise men I was reading
about, did you?”
“What makes you think I didn’t?” asked Grandpa, with a
trembling voice.
“Because, Grandpa, Jesus stays right by us, all the time; so
we’ve only got to whisper to Him and He hears us.”
The days went on, and one evening, not long after this, all the
family gathered round Grandpa’s bed to say “good-bye” to him
before he died.
When he came to speak to little Fannie, he laid his hand
gently on her head, and said, “Good-bye, my darling. When I get
to heaven, the beautiful city, I will tell the blessed Savior that you
were my star.”
“Oh, Grandpa, why?” asked Fannie, as the tears streamed
down her cheeks.
“Because, darling, you led me to Jesus, just as the star you
have often read about led the wise men to Him. And your light
shone so steadily that I could not lose my way.” Here we see
how remembering her Creator in the days of her youth made
little Fannie a blessing to her Grandpa.
Saying “Please” – Benny was a very bright little fellow, about
eight years old. His father was not a Christian, and they never
had a blessing asked at their meals.
“Pa,” said the little fellow one day, “Ma says that God made
you. Did He, Pa?”
“Yes, He made me.”
“Well, Pa, are you glad He made you?”
“Why, Benny, of course I am; what strange questions you
ask!”
The little fellow was evidently thinking about something
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which he could not exactly make out.
Not long after this, he went on a visit to his Uncle Sam’s. This
uncle was an earnest Christian. He always asked a blessing at
their meals, and had family prayers and the reading of the
Scriptures every day. This led Benny to think very seriously
about these things, and to wonder why his father didn’t do as
his uncle did.
The first time they were all sitting round the table at breakfast, after his return home, he asked, “Pa, what does Uncle Sam
ask a blessing at the table for?”
“I reckon it’s because he wants to.”
“He says he wants to thank God for his dinner, but I told him
you worked for your dinner, and made it. God does not give it
to you, does He, Pa?”
“Well, yes, I suppose He gives me mine too.”
Benny looked in astonishment, and then he went vigorously
to work with his knife and fork. Presently he looked up again,
and asked, “Pa, does God want Uncle Sam to thank Him?”
“Yes, child, I suppose He does.”
Then the little fellow was silent again.
After a while he said, “Pa, I’m mighty glad that God is not
like you, for if He was we should never get anything more to eat,
and then we’d starve.”
“Why, Benny, what do you mean?”
“I was just thinking that you would not let sister have that
apple the other day because she wouldn’t say ‘please;’ and if
God was that sort of way, He never would give us anything
more, because we don’t thank Him, as Uncle Sam does, and say
‘please.’”
“Be quiet, Benny; you don’t know what you are talking
about.” Benny was quiet. The rest of that meal was eaten in
silence. Benny’s father went to his office, to attend to the
business of the day. But he could not forget what his little boy
had said. It led him to see that he was not doing right, in acting
as he did, in not thanking God for His many mercies. And, to the
surprise of his family, when they sat down to tea that night, the
father said “please.” He thanked God for their food, and asked
His blessing upon it. And the change did not end there. Benny’s
father never rested till he became a Christian, and joined the
Church. And here we see what a blessing that little boy’s desire
to remember his Creator brought upon that family.

MISSION FINANCES
Harvey VanEgdom

The financial reporting has been changed to improve awareness of actual income
and expenses as compared to the budgeted amounts expected at the time of year.
This report shows eight months of cash flow ending March 31, 2013. The fund balances are as follows:
1) General Mission Fund = -$36,366 (shortfall)
2) Outreach Ministers Support = -$34,906 (shortfall)
We can see by the variances between actual and budget year-to-date, that there
remains a great need for more funds to balance out the fiscal year July 31st without
a deficit. Steady contributions are very important to sustain these mission projects.
Your monthly donations are encouraged to allow this great work to continue.
Please pray with us, the Finance Committee, that God may open all our hearts to
give as we can. Let us make it our desire that the good news of life in Christ alone
will be shared with all mankind around the globe, to God’s glory alone. Thank you
once again for your ongoing support.
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men.” Gal. 6:10a.
HRC General Mission Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/12 - 3/31/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
$ 160,119
Word & Deed (transfer in)
12,000
* Individual Donations
46,529
* Donations for Mukhanyo Theological College
3,000
* Donations for Mukhanyo Distance Learning
1,378
* Donations for Nakekela Clinic
2,913
* Gift to Haiti
300
* Gift to Malawi Women & Children's Ministry
1,000
* Interest Income
300
Total Income
$ 227,540
Expenses
Bank Charges
$
Currency Exchange - Loss/(Gain)
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Sumba Ministry & MAF Ministry
Emergency Fund
Fund Raising Expenses
* Mukhanyo Theological College
* Mukhanyo Distance Learning
* Nakekela Clinic
* Gift to Haiti
* Gift to Malawi Women & Children's Ministry
Total Expenses
$

847
549
16,739
1,534
219,103
342
12,000
4,200
3,000
1,378
2,913
300
1,000
263,906

Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
$ (36,366)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

$

$

$

278,867
16,000
294,867

733
2,667
14,000
667
213,133
2,667
16,000
10,000
1,667
10,000
16,667
6,667
294,867

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/12 - 3/31/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations
Total Income
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Graduation at Mukhanyo Theological College –
Graduates and Staff March 2, 2013

$

36,078
150

$

53,733
-

Variance
+ / (-)

$ (118,747)
(4,000)
46,529
3,000
1,378
2,913
300
1,000
300
$ (67,327)
$

$

$

114
(2,118)
2,739
868
5,970
(2,325)
(4,000)
(5,800)
(1,667)
(10,000)
(16,667)
(6,667)
3,000
1,378
2,913
300
1,000
(30,961)

Variance
+ / (-)

(17,656)
150

36,228

$

53,733

$

(17,506)

Total Expenses (including * items)
$ 71,133
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
$ (34,906)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

53,733

$

17,400

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
Outreach Ministers Support
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$

$

201
602
70,331

$

113
53,620

$

88
602
16,711
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Tzaneen, South Africa Distance Group – Rev. Edmund de Beer,
Roelof van Aarde, Phillemon Sekgoela, Tshepo, Motloutsi and Simon
Maakame. Between them, these students reach 230 people every week.

Bronkhorstspruit, South Africa Distance Group at African Blessings,
Rustfontein - Michelle Groenewald, Johan Groenewald (Farm Manager),
Witness Nkomo, Danny Gonoya, Pastor Andrew Mathibela,
Godfrey Taziveyi, Faith Hovovo, Rita Edkins (missionary).

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that read this magazine and all those that are
written about in these pages
• Jayden Krul Birthday – June 6
• Dori Schoeman Birthday - August 29
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday - July 24
• Obed Molenaar Birthday - August 12

Contact Information:
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa, Email: bdevries99@gmail.com
Mobile: 27 79 933 9884, Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria South Africa, 0186. Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594, KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022,
Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA,
Email: jwkrul@gmail.com Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Home: 27 12 333 6427, Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Molenaar Family, c/o Nanninga Family, P.O. Box 30809, Lilongwe, Malawi.
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211
9875 (if access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O.Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0,
Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement
to the areas where our missionaries are serving the Lord.

NAME _____________________________________ TELEPHONE _________________________
ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________________
CITY ______________________________________ PROVINCE/STATE _____________________
COUNTRY __________________ POSTAL CODE/ZIP _____________ EMAIL ________________
r CHEQUE ENCLOSED FOR $ __________ r FOR HAITI r FOR INDONESIA r FOR MALAWI
r FOR SOUTH AFRICA r HRC OUTREACH PASTORS SUPPORT r FOR OTHER____________
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
(Tax receipts available)
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution designated towards a
Board-approved program or project will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the Board, the remaining
restricted contributions designated for such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Throw Out the Life Line

Throw out the life line across the dark wave;
There is a brother whom someone should save;
Somebody’s brother! O who then will dare
To throw out the life line, his peril to share?

Throw out the life line with hand quick and strong:
Why do you tarry, why linger so long?
See! he is sinking; oh, hasten today
And out with the life boat! away, then away!

Throw out the life line to danger fraught men,
Sinking in anguish where you’ve never been;
Winds of temptation and billows of woe
Will soon hurl them out where the dark waters flow.
Soon will the season of rescue be o’er,
Soon will they drift to eternity’s shore;
Haste, then, my brother, no time for delay,
But throw out the life line and save them today.

This is the life line, oh, tempest tossed men;
Baffled by waves of temptation and sin;
Wild winds of passion, your strength cannot brave,
But Jesus is mighty, and Jesus can save.
Jesus is able! To you who are driv’n,
Farther and farther from God and from Heav’n;
Helpless and hopeless, o’erwhelmed by the wave;
We throw out the life line, ’tis “Jesus can save.”
This is the life line, oh, grasp it today!
See, you are recklessly drifting away;
Voices in warning, shout over the wave,
O grasp the strong life line, for Jesus can save.

Throw out the life line! Throw out the life line!
Someone is drifting away;
Throw out the life line! Throw out the life line!
Someone is sinking today.
Edwin S. Ufford
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