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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

In Agua Prieta, Mexico

Who have y ou invit ed to a chur ch activity r ecently?
You can find this magazine electronically at
http ://her itagerefo rmed.com/reso urces

MEDITATION

Hard Realities and Golden Opportunities
Rev. David Lipsy

Yes, the title of this meditation may indeed need
some explanation. Let’s start with the “Hard
Realities” part.

Hard Realities
Perhaps some of you have seen a map of the
world that shows where it is daylight and where
it is nighttime at any given moment. Depending
on how you look at it, the shadows are moving
slowly across the map or you could just as accurately say the daylight is. Let’s for a moment imagine that map but with the daylight
and nighttime portions representing spiritual light and darkness.
Think of those places – empires, nations, people groups – where
the gospel at some time or other in history took deep root and
exhibited (under God’s blessing) profoundly positive effects. We
would say these had their “day in the sun”- the light of God’s grace
and favor. Think back in history of those palatinates in Germany,
those cantons in Switzerland, the nations of England, Scotland, the
Netherlands and others, which were, in times past, shining examples
of the power of God at work through the gospel. What has become
of these places since? The shadows of spiritual darkness now
blanket them. As a nation comes to reject, on a large scale, God and
His Word, we invariably see this judgment of dearth and spiritual
darkness visited upon it. Often those very nations that shone so
brightly descend beyond pagan cultures in their barbarity and
ungodliness, however dressed-up in vain sophistication they might
otherwise be. Pagans sin against the light of nature; the others sin
against gospel light.
Reflecting on this progression of spiritual darkness, however, is
only half of the picture. The gospel of the Son of Righteousness is
rising upon other lands – lands previously held in satanic bondage
century after century. Even though Christians in many of these lands
are being persecuted in record numbers and with untold severity, the
gates of hell are not able to prevail against the onslaught against
God’s church, even as our Savior said would be the case.
There is an important additional consideration to keep in mind,
however. Not one of those nations, which had formerly been affected
by the gospel and subsequently rejected it, was ever restored to
gospel light on a large scale. History will be searched in vain to find
such an example. It would seem that once God removes His
candlestick, it is removed forever.
Let us consider some of the implications of these hard realities.
Golden Opportunities
First of all, we clearly should be praying and laboring to bring the
gospel to those places that have long lain in pagan darkness. This
darkness is not limited to primitive cultures, but envelops so-called
first-world countries too.
Furthermore, even though the record of history is starkly uniform
with respect to large-scale apostasy from Christianity, we would
adopt an expression from the financial world – past performance is
no guarantee of future results. If there are no express indications in
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God’s Word that revival on a grand scale can’t happen to a
formerly gospel-blessed people, then we ought to labor in prayer
and deed to seek such a revival from the Lord of the harvest.
Yet one more opportunity appears before us who are, even now,
in the waning phase of gospel light here in North America. The
window, though closing, is not yet shut. We may yet work while
it is still day. And there is no reason to believe that God’s work in
any land is entirely ceased. Even one soul, saved by grace, is worth
a lifetime of evangelical effort. So we press on for the glory of
God.

EDITORIAL

Sinners in Need of a Savior
Jake Sinke

Dear Mission Family,
A few days ago I received an email reminder
from the Managing Editor of Glad Tidings,
“your editorial for the September issue is
due…”, a reminder that I require and appreciate! Such is also a reminder that a period of time
has elapsed that we will never re-live. In Psalm
90, Moses admonishes us to number our days!
Do we really take that seriously?
Dear friends, do we not all need to be reminded time and time
again? We need to be reminded that we are sinners in need of a
Savior, but also told time and again that there is a Savior, ready
and willing to receive sinners who repent and believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ as the only hope for their salvation and eternity. The
urgency to bring the message of our Lord Jesus Christ throughout
the world is paramount! We have a limited time, until our Lord
Jesus Christ will return and gather together His church from all
nations and tongues. Let us be diligent until that day to bring the
good news of the gospel to perishing sinners.
The open door that our Lord has given us as denomination is at
this time mainly that of teaching teachers to bring the Good News
to their own people. With our limited resources this is indeed a
unique open door. We trust that you will continue to assist us with
the required resources. Due to limited funds, it has become
necessary for the Mission Committee to consider cutbacks in our
budget. Changes have been implemented in mission worker
spending, furlough frequency, as well as some changes to Glad
Tidings, etc. We do thank you for your generous support in the
past and trust you will consider the work of our denominational
mission in your future giving.
At this time our mission workers and their families are all well.
Praise be to our faithful God! The articles in this issue of Glad
Tidings will give you a small insight into the work that is
progressing in Africa. We do not know how much time we may
have to sow the seed of the gospel, but we do know that time is a
limited commodity! We also are aware and trust that the words of
Isa. 55 are true: “so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I send it.” This is our
comfort, our hope and our trust that in eternity some of those, as
in Rev.7:9, “of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,
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[stood] before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
and palms in their hands” will be of those who we, being a tool in
our Master’s hand, have had the privilege of bringing to the
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ!
With Christian Greetings, Jake Sinke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba Update
Bill Sommer

By God’s grace and care all is well in the Children’s Home; yet
we are not without trials physically.
Christina and her husband Yandrus lost their baby and
Christina has been ill since then with infections, malaria, typhus,
etc. Tests in Jakarta showed that the virus went to her heart. She
is getting better but is still in Jakarta under doctors’ care. We hope
and pray that she may return home in a few days.
The children here have their school holidays; the older
children passed their district exams and did very well. Two of the
older children, Andreas and Opi, did entrance exams for the high
school in Waingapu. The school accepts only 1100 students from
the 3000 that apply. Opi was very nervous that she would not do
well enough, but thankfully she passed, so we have two more
students in Waingapu. Essa left this week to study for teaching in
Bali. The children are growing up.
The government has allocated funds for several schools to
build a library. The plan is to build it beside the existing school so
it will blend in. We hope to build it ourselves in order to save
money, which can then be spent on more books, such as Matthew
Henry’s Commentary, of which most has been translated into the
Indonesian language.
We have had an unusually long rainy season; everything is
still green and there is lots of water for the people even though
one of the pumps in the first well is broken. We had to order a
new one some months ago and are still waiting for it to arrive.
We continue to look after the spiritual welfare of the people.
There are continually ups and down, but the Lord gives us
courage to keep doing our work here and our prayer is that he
will bless it to the eternal welfare of the people. The Sunday
school especially is a joy, to listen to the children as they sing and
say the verses they’ve learned; they remain faithful in their
attendance. Bible study is also a great joy to do.
We ordered a new truck, and after it arrived it was promptly
put to good use when we were called in the middle of the night
to bring an expectant mother to the hospital. The people know
that they can depend on us in situations like this as we have the
only vehicle in a 50 km radius.
We also have a very sad experience behind us. One of our
promising students had to be sent away because he was causing
serious trouble in the home. We can try our best but only God can
change hearts. Jesus says, “Without Me you can do nothing.”
May the Lord give more prayer and dependence on Him alone.
Pray for God’s saving work here and everywhere to His
honor and glory.
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Bill and Yandrus

Idi baked bread for the Sunday School children

Sunday School

Susannah playing
guitar on a car track
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Mopping up after a rain storm
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MALAWI

Rev. Cees Molenaar

Mission work is both a calling and a grace. As we continue to
serve the Lord here in Malawi, we share with gratitude what He
has enabled us to do. In this issue we would like to give you an
overview of the main work we are involved in. While this article
concentrates on the ministry I am given to do, I will also mention
that Mirjam receives many opportunities for service. In short, she
has started a children’s evangelism program in a nearby village,
mentors a women’s literacy/ Bible study group, and organizes a
pastors’ wives’ fellowship. My work is roughly made up of three
parts: training pastors with Logos Ministries, teaching at African
Bible College and church ministry in general.

Training with Logos
When we transitioned in 2011 from Zambia to Malawi, our main
mandate was to affiliate with like-minded people or ministries in
order to participate in theological training in Africa. Since the
HRC mission has signed a memorandum of understanding with
Logos Ministries, Logos is the primary partner for us in Malawi.
In April 2012, representatives of Word & Deed, Free Reformed
Churches, and HRC met, leading to the establishment of the
Malawi Mission Committee. The Lord moved us to work together
in support of theological training.
Word & Deed supports Logos Ministries to run both its
training and diaconal projects. Logos mainly serves CCAP
(Presbyterian) congregations with lay training (seminars conducted on location for all serving in the church), and offers conferences
for the ordained ministers. We were asked to join Logos to assist
in broadening the scope of training. The long-term ideal is to
establish a training institute akin to a ministerial college. The first
steps towards that goal include opening a theological library for
any pastor or theological student, offering teaching days to
pastors from a variety of churches, and organizing multiple day
conferences for pastors in general.
This has been a very rewarding area to work in. It’s one thing
to expect teaching to be needed, yet another to hear so from the
people themselves. At training days and conferences I teach
together with Rev. Chisauka, Logos’ training officer. We have
received very positive feedback from participants.
One pastor said, “I came to faith in the Lord Jesus many years
ago; I was trained in our church’s Bible School and in fact I am
teaching others all the time. Still, I feel that my training has been
very narrow; only some points of doctrine were emphasised –
those that are important to my church. Most teaching concerned
the way we are to conduct services and functions. Your teaching
[on the covenant] has helped me gain a broader perspective; I am
starting to understand the Bible in a new way.”
Another evaluated, “In our early days, we were like children
without proper theological training. We preached with our highschool certificates, aiming for the emotions of our people. After
that, some of us received books and degrees and we wanted to
appear academic in the pulpit. But now you are teaching us to
apply the whole Word to the whole person.”
Our plan is to intensify the frequency of the training days.
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Right now, this teaching is done in the classroom of the new
Resource centre. In the future, we would like to invest in a
dormitory, which will make it easier to invite pastors from out of
town, where the needs for training are only greater. We can’t
imagine the change the Word and indeed the Lord Jesus (Logos)
could make in the churches of Malawi and in the lives of
believers. We are driven along by the parting words of Jesus:
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.”

In front of the Logos Resource Centre

Teaching at Logos Ministries

African Bible College
As a guest lecturer, I am teaching one class at African Bible
College. There is a possibility to teach one for the new M.Div.
program later this year. ABC was first established in Liberia
(1978), and came to Malawi around 1990. A third campus was
added in 2005 in Uganda. In Malawi, ABC also operates an
international school (Reception - Grade 11), a community clinic
and a broadcasting ministry. Our children attend the school and
Mirjam substitutes there as well.
The students at ABC differ from the Logos participants. They
are mostly young people, seeking professional training with a
solid Biblical basis. They are majoring in Biblical Studies (for
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church and diaconal ministries), Music, Communication, or
Education. Most education majors will find employment in
government schools and have the opportunity to be a Christian
witness; although schools are principally neutral, the Bible is not
banned.
Teaching at ABC is exciting; it gives me an opportunity to
challenge and shape the thinking of many young Christians. This
semester I am teaching Systematic Theology to a class of about 60
students. For many this will be their first step in this field. Some
of the Biblical Major students will continue on pursuing a M.Div.
that ABC started in 2012. We are discussing options to contribute
there as well.

SOUTH AFRICA MUKHANYO CONFERENCES
Jane Korevaar

During the year we hold various conference at Mukhanyo
Theological College to reach out to the community.

On February 16th Bonnie Doughtie spoke at the Leading Children
to God Conference with topics on Teaching Today’s Child and
Reaching Today’s Parents.

Teaching at African Bible College

Church Ministry in General
Although this part of the work is the least defined, it can take up
quite a bit of my time each week. It includes preaching in various
churches, serving at the International Church of Lilongwe,
interacting with different church leaders in the area of training,
and connecting with people from inside and outside Malawi.
One example stands out in this area. Over the last years, I have
gotten to know members of a Presbyterian church in the South of
Malawi. We have been looking into possibilities to assist them
with training. For their 50 churches, they have only a few trained
pastors. This year I was contacted by a representative of the OPC
Mission Board. They had been in touch with another Presbyterian
group, in the same area, and the two churches didn’t know each
other. In May, we could finally all come together; the two
churches were introduced to each other and together with the
OPC visiting pastors we discussed how the two could assist each
other and be helped with theological training.
In conclusion, I would like to encourage the HRC congregations, as well as the FRC, with the recent development of mission
work in Malawi. Some of you recall the uncertainty that
surrounded our arrival here. The Lord has directed our ways. In
some small ways, and together with Christians and theologians
on the ground, we may serve on your behalf to strengthen the
churches in Malawi. Our children have adjusted well to the
American international school of ABC and as a family we are
blessed with the fellowship of the International church. Please
praise the Lord with us for the wide open door for Gospel
teaching and preaching, and pray that with our partners we may
faithfully pursue further expansion of the training ministry.
4

On March 23rd Jetze Baas spoke at the Developing Children
Conference which focuses on teacher. He spoke on How to be a
Christian Teachers and Who are the Children I am Teaching?

On April 20th a Married God’s Way Conference was held. Dr.
Arthur Miskin spoke on Married God’s Way and Rev. Ronald
Munyithya spoke on Parenting God’s Way.

On May 18th an Alumni Conference was held. Rev. Isaac Maleke
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spoke on Pastoral Weariness and Rev. Ronald Munyithya spoke
on The Holy Spirit and the Church Today.

Pray that the Lord will bless the outreach of these conferences to
the community in winning souls as well as strengthening their
lives in the Christian walk.

SOUTH AFRICA – Nakekela
Dr. Sonja Miskin

On July 20th a Beauty of a Christian Woman Conference was held.
Pastor December Mahlangu spoke on the Faith of a Christian
Woman and Jane Korevaar spoke on the Prayer of a Christian
Woman: Peace that Passes All Understanding.
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Before our Lord Jesus Christ ascended back into heaven, these
final words of His are recorded in Scripture: “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me…” Matt 28:18. It is very
clear then that Kingship belongs to Him. We need to ask, therefore, what the implications of His Kingship are for those who are
His disciples and His Church, and what His will is. This is stated
in the next verse in these words: “Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations….” Matt 28:19. Teaching can be done in many ways, by
word and by deed, by speaking and doing, by talking and by
being. We endeavour and we set our hearts and make our plans
at Nakekela to do this very thing our Lord commanded us. We
don’t have the capacity to monitor our success, as we don’t have
the ability to see into people’s souls. What we can do, to encourage ourselves to continue, and those that support us through
prayer and giving to likewise continue with us, is to share stories
of change brought about in lives of individuals by Nakekela’s
existence in the KwaMhlanga community since 2006.
Nkoana is now a seven-year-old boy, who is healthy and
attending Christian elementary school where he is being taught
the fundamentals of life in English. He came to Nakekela when he
was only six months old, with his terminally ill mother. They had
both been abandoned and, in fact, chased away from their home
by abusive family members. Homeless and ill, they came under
our care until his young mother died. Not a single person from
the whole extended family stepped forward to take the child
home; no one wanted him. The Lord, who has pity on the widow
and the orphans, moved the heart of our nurse, who, after consultation with her husband, took him into their home and he has
lived there ever since. A wonderful Christian family was given to
a lost little boy…two loving older sisters and a brother to play
with as well as parents and grandparents.
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...continued on page 8
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Introduction to DOC
Rev. Mark Kelderman

Dear friend,
Greetings to you from the newly formed Domestic
Outreach Committee (DOC). You likely have noticed
that the center of Glad Tidings has a new face.
Beginning with this issue, this will be the place for
the DOC to communicate with our friends about our
domestic outreaches. We look forward to informing
you in the months to come of the ongoing work of
bringing the gospel domestically, within the North American context.
The primary focus of the mission work in the Heritage Reformed
Congregations up until now has been to send missionaries/ministers to
places where they would be able to train others for ministry. This is the
work which our brothers DeVries, Miskin and Molenaar are engaged in
and the Lord has evidently blessed this work through the years. Yet,
over the years of our existence as a denomination we have struggled
with how to reach out beyond our local congregations in church
planting work. Various attempts were made, discussion took place and
several outreaches were established. However, the important support of
prayer, mutual encouragement, accountability and financial help was
not always organized or available to the men in the field. In light of this,
Synod of 2012 commissioned a study to be done and investigate how to
deal faithfully with the needs of our domestic ‘missionaries’ in these
areas.
This committee made recommendation to our Synod of 2013 that a
Domestic Outreach Committee be established and charged with the task
of laboring alongside of our domestic outreach ministers and their
groups/congregation in a similar way that the Mission Committee
labors alongside the foreign missionaries. The mission committee
interestingly came up with a very similar proposal as well. This motion
was passed at Synod and the new DOC was formed. This committee has
taken up the responsibilities of working together with three of our
ministers and congregations that fall into this category: Rev. Overbeek
and Bradford, Ontario, Rev. VanderZwaag and Harrison, Arkansas, and
Rev. Fintelman and Plymouth, Wisconsin. The DOC also will be
working with any church that desires to begin a local outreach in whatever ways they can.
The denomination desires to assist each of these smaller churches
along the path of becoming more established and vibrant Reformed
churches in their local communities. The DOC is therefore offering to set
up a Mission Liaison Committee composed of members of the DOC who
will meet regularly via phone conferences to pray with and encourage
these brothers, their wives and their consistories. This method of
communication and encouragement has worked extremely well with
the foreign mission workers and we trust that it will be of similar
blessing and benefit to our domestic workers as well.
In the past few years various changes were also made
regarding the financial support of those laboring in church planting settings. The original intention was that men who would plant churches
would be able to do so while providing for themselves an income on the
side, hence the name tent-making ministry. This has been found to be
not only challenging but in many respects self-defeating of the purpose
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to plant and establish a church in a particular location. When a pastor
spends most of his time earning a living to provide for his family, there is
little time to actually invest in the church plant. Besides, sometimes there
are various other factors involved such as crossing over into Canada or
the Unites States where it is necessary to first secure a work
permit. In light of these major hurdles and challenges, Synod has decided to set aside a budget for the DOC to be used to help
support these congregations who are seeking to reach out and be established. These monies would be used to help support a
pastor’s salary and also purchase necessary outreach materials, set up
web pages, and so on.
Some of you are aware of the previous ways that we have attempted
to raise funds for these pastors and the outreaches. Previously there were
the Tent-making Ministry fund and the Outreach Minister’s support
fund. These two funds are no longer operational and have now been
replaced by the DOC. The DOC has formed a finance sub-committee
which is working closely with each of these outreaches to determine their
needs. Once the necessary information is received, a report from the subcommittee is given to the larger DOC who makes the decision as to
distribution of funds according to the budget. Our budget for
supporting these three ministries is $80,600 USD.
The DOC is also working on some broad guidelines and
principles to govern their support to these outreaches. It is the DOC’s
responsibility to see that the funds that have been entrusted into their
care by the denomination are accounted for and used well. This will
require much wisdom and discernment as we seek to be both a hand and
foot to these small flocks with their pastors and by the grace of God to
assist them in growing into independent churches, who are flourishing in
reaching out to others as well. What this means is that the goal over time
is to reduce the amount of aid given to each group, dependent upon
several factors: congregational size, needs of the pastor, opportunities for
ministry, past aid given, etc.
What this means for us, and our friends who are supportive of the
work we have been enabled to do, is that the budget for the DOC has
become a denominational responsibility. Over the years we have
witnessed the progress of some outreaches and the regress of others. We
know that this is to be expected. Throughout church history we find that
planting churches is a very challenging and time-consuming work.
Churches are not planted overnight and do require assistance in many
ways. Yet, in spite of these obstacles our desire is that we may be used of
God for the extension of His kingdom and His glory in this world.
We ask you, then, to pray with us for the building up of these
specific churches with their pastors; we ask for your prayer for the DOC;
and also, we ask that you give to the cause of this ministry as well.
Donation directions are found on the back page of Glad Tidings and we
trust that in the issues to come we will be able to report from each of these
places what the Lord is doing for them and through them.

Call to Prayer

Rev. Mark Kelderman

Paul calls the church in Col. 4:2-4 to the following prayer, “Continue in
prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; Withal praying also for
us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds: That I may make it
manifest, as I ought to speak.”
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Paul calls the believers to pray that they themselves would be watchful and thankful in all things. This is a necessary reminder for each of us,
especially for us who are in more established churches and have the
privilege of hearing the Word of God every week and witness the growth
from within the church. This growth often seems to satisfy many, but
Paul did not stop there; he asks for prayer from the church for himself
that God would grant a door of utterance be given to him. Paul’s desire
is that the blessings he and others had received from the hand of God
might be known and experienced by others, also beyond the church. He
desired that more churches would be planted, that the gospel would
have free course and that as many as were ordained to eternal life would
come to repentance and faith.
Paul’s call to prayer is an obvious extension of what he felt in his
heart. But to be sure, Paul would also have the church to
follow in his footsteps as he followed Christ. This indicates to us that the
church herself should be engaged in this same activity. We must not be
content with simply carrying on in our churches, hoping that we might
be able to maintain something we think is safe and comfortable. The calling of the church is to be bold in its proclamation of the gospel to the
world. The church is called to speak the mystery of Christ, and it may
mean we will end in bonds as Paul did. So our prayer ought to be for the
outreaches, and for ourselves, that we might be given utterance to speak
the mystery of Christ, and that we might give to those around us the verbal acknowledgement of the hope that lies within us.
As we formally begin to be more active on the domestic mission
front, let us daily remember those in our denomination who are laboring
in small churches. Let us lift up their pastors and members, that they
might have a mouth open to speak to others about what they have found
in Christ, and that these churches might be a great blessing in the communities where they are found and might even expand their influence
among them. But do not forget to pray for the more established churches as well, that God would do a mighty work among us so that our
neighbors and friends, our communities and towns, would hear the
gospel from the lips of our members and be drawn unto Christ. What a
wonder it would be if our consistories and the Domestic Outreach
Committee would need more men to handle the work because of what
the Lord is doing by His gospel and grace!
Brothers and sisters, do pray for us; pray that a door of
utterance would be opened and many would be drawn to Christ in this
way.

HARRISON, ARKANSAS
Brian Felland

Walking around the old town square of Harrison, AR on Sunday morning, you'll find most of the storefronts closed. There is one, though, that
is a bustle of activity. This is where the Grace Reformed Christian Church
calls home. Nine families make up the bulk of those who regularly gather here twice a Sunday. Some drive up to an hour and a half from the
South to assemble for worship with others of like mind.
With Harrison located in the Bible belt, one might find it strange that
there are not closer options for those who must travel to attend. But, the
Reformed and conservative Presbyterian presence in this area is quite
small. Assembly of God, Baptist, Church of Christ, and Apostolic
churches are to be found everywhere, but there are very few churches
that preach the grace of God in truth. We do have a couple of Calvinistic
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Baptist churches within half an hour and an hour East of Harrison, for
which we thank the Lord, but even these are rare.
Clearly, there is much need for outreach, and the GRCC has tried to
address this need on several fronts.
The first is a library, which is open to the public three weekdays
weekly. With the generous donations of books from John Beeke, and
having the storefront on the square, there are often opportunities for the
retired gentleman who is our librarian to dialogue with people from the
community. There is very little understanding as to what Reformed
churches even are, so this gives an opportunity to discuss this, as well
as the truth of the Gospel.
The second outreach of the GRCC has been the Grace Reformed
Christian Counseling Service. Pastor David Lipsy had an interest and
education in Christian counseling, and found great need and a welcoming reception during the two days a week that he served the community with free or donation-only Christian Counseling. This service has
been placed on hold since his departure for Burgessville, earlier this
month, but we hope to resume this outreach to the community once
Pastor VanderZwaag arrives early this autumn, God willing.
The third area of outreach has been through regularly held Bible
studies for our church family and other attendees from the communities. Two of these three regional studies have had to break for the summer due to some of our members having to work out of town during
the week, but hope to resume them in the fall.
There is much more outreach that needs to be done. Please pray that
we may begin a radio ministry to raise the public awareness of the doctrines of grace and of our church presence. Pray also for us to have wisdom in how to reach out to the community in God glorifying, effective
ways.
Another way that the GRCC needs your prayers is in the immediate needs of the congregation. While we eagerly anticipate the arrival of
Pastor Foppe VanderZwaag, thanking the Lord for his acceptance of the
call to Harrison, we covet your prayers for our young congregation and
consistory during the interim and transition.
In the end, we must say
that the Lord has been gracious to us and merciful
every step of the way and
has sustained us these
many years. It is indeed
true that "The Lord is good,
and His mercy endureth
forever."
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...continued from page 5
Ella is presently part of our team of Home Based Care workers, and a very valuable one at that. She has a spring in her step,
a sparkle in her eye and a song in her heart. She is quick and
ready to give an explanation to any who might ask for the reason
for her joyful demeanor ”God has been good to me and saved me
from illness and death by bringing me to Nakekela, and now has
blessed me even more by giving me a chance to work with
them.”Ella is a former patient of Nakekela, initially brought into
our facility on a stretcher, as she was unable to walk, some three
years ago. She was carefully nursed back to health, but it did take
a full four months before she was strong enough to be discharged. During that time she was taught from the Scriptures
about the salvation God puts into effect through the person of His
Son. When she left she was able to walk again, and she told us
how she wanted to
carry on telling others
also about this Lord
and Saviour of hers.
She is now ministering
to others out of a true
compassion in her calling as a Care Worker.
Ella

Sarah
Sarah is the
person tasked
with being in
charge of all the
housekeeping
details, budgets
and
housekeeping staff at
Nakekela. She
is a very valuable member of
our team, as
she plans the
meals
and
menus for the
patients in the
same way as a
dietician would in a regular hospital. The big difference is that
Sarah only has the equivalent of a Grade 4 education. Her life as
a young child was one of disadvantage and deprivation. When
she was a young woman with three small children, she was abandoned by her husband and left penniless. Sarah had managed to
scrape together a meager existence and was working in fields as
a labourer when she met the people involved at Nakekela. When
the post for a housekeeper came available in 2007 she applied and
has been part of the family ever since. Sarah now has a measure
of financial security, which implies food security and a reasonably safe home. We are also helping her attend an adult learning
centre so she can improve her reading, numbers and writing
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skills. She tells that her life changed the day she was given a small
children’s Bible to read, in which she found that the God of heaven and earth answers prayers of all who are weary and heavy
laden.”That was me….and look where I am now because of His
kindness!” Sarah feels that the least she can do for the sick people
we minister to is but a small way of returning thanks for so great
a deliverance she has from her misery by our Lord and Saviour.

Khotso is a young 15-year-old boy that was admitted to
Nakekela in a preterminal condition early this year. He was born
with HIV and had deteriorated to such a state that he was no
longer walking, no longer able to talk, weighed 60 pounds and had
terrible full thickness pressure sores that were infected. He had
tuberculosis and a host of other opportunistic infections and we
had very little hope for him. With a mouth full of sores, he was
unable to swallow. The staff treated him with special tenderness
and sat by his beside night and day. Constant prayer for him,
refusing to give up on him, we worked week by week and slowly
he clawed his way back, by God’s sovereign determination, to life
in this world. When he was able to sit, he partook of the Bible studies and devotional times facilitated by Letty (our pastoral worker)
and as he had never heard the truths of God’s Word before, he
marvelled at what he heard. Eventually after 6 months Khotso was
recovered sufficiently to go home, and we keep in constant contact
with him through our Home Based Care workers.
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Khotso

Khotso looking very
healthy on July 17,
2013
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These are only a few stories. Others could include Oupa
Johannes who was rehabilitated from his alcohol dependency,
which caused a stroke with paralysis of half of his body, who
walked out to the waiting car on discharge. Also little Shaka, who
suffered complications after an infection of his brain lining, which
left him unable to chew or swallow as a toddler, but who now is
a laughing smiling 5-year-old attending the Christian school
where he speaks English.
Oupa Johannes

These are real life examples of
the grace of God in the life of miserable wretched individuals,
many sick due to their own sin
but others affected due to being
sinned against. All of these will
testify that our Lord turns in
mercy and pity to any who will
call upon His name for salvation.
All praise and worship is due to this our Lord and King!
Note: Several names of patients have been changed.

Donations
from Heritage
Churches
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
BURGESSVILLE, ONTARIO

Caressant Care Nursing Home – Piet Stam
Every Sunday afternoon a group of about 20 seniors gather in
the meeting room of Caressant Care Nursing Home in
Woodstock, a city about 20 minutes from Burgessville. They are
waiting for the worship service to begin. Several churches take
their turn leading this service. From Burgessville HRC, every
other month, one of the elders conducts the service. A couple of
young people go along to play the piano and to help our senior
friends find the hymns we sing. They love to sing the old hymns
they learned as a child.
We follow the same format as we have in church, keep the
message simple, and bring them the gospel, trusting the Lord
that His Word will bear fruit.
After the service there is always someone who wants to talk
with you, sharing their life story with you, and at times what
God has done in their life.
Jesus said that He will build His church. We pray, “May it
also be here in this nursing home.”
Woodstock General Hospital Chapel – John Otten
A group of men from the congregation take turns leading
Sunday chapel messages in the hospital chapel in Woodstock.
I will try to report on the developments of our hospital
outreach. It has now been several years that we have had the
privilege of bringing the chapel messages at the hospital.
The hospital chaplain Rev. Keith Bishop delegates the chapel
services. His secretary has developed a schedule for most of
Woodstock’s churches. At first, we offered to fill in for those
churches that were unable to fulfill their commitment. This
happened many times and we were bringing more messages
than if we would have been on a schedule. Over time we have
been conducting scheduled services, as well as offering to fill in
for any other churches. Rev. Bishop has now taken a call to
Calgary but the delegation of chapel service is still in the hands
of his former secretary Mrs. Heather Pruim.
The new hospital was going to do away with the chapel
service because it was so poorly attended. The chaplain and
several churches complained about this, and a report from a
doctor who reported that religion helped people to heal better
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convinced the hospital board to change their mind.
Due to my poor singing abilities, and often having to sing solo,
I decided to take my granddaughters along and they in turn took
some friends along. This ended up being very successful. The
location of the chapel is now where many people wait for surgeries for themselves or loved ones. It is also at a point close to the
maternity wing where people have to wait. You can imagine
when these people hear the young children’s voices they are automatically drawn to chapel. Also, the volunteers who bring the
patients are able to bring those who are older and terminally ill.
This has had an excellent impact on the attendance at the chapel
service. In the old hospital building we had 5 or 6 people including volunteers attending but now we consistently have over 15
and have seen up to 25. We can only be thankful to God for this
development and growth in the attendance.
Most churches are scheduled for four times a year. However,
we have been fortunate to be able to bring the gospel message six
times this year and have already filled in four times for other
churches bringing us to 10 Sundays total in a year. Most importantly we are able to bring God’s Word to those in need. We have
also had encouraging comments from the volunteers about the
messages and what we have been able to do at the hospital.
I think we could call ourselves blessed with this outreach and
it could also be developed into greater community involvement,
such as at Decoration Day at the cemetery (Isaiah 40:1-10).

Prison Ministry by Correspondence – Arie Zekveld
Several members of our church are active in the Crossroads
Ministry to prisoners through correspondence.
This is a most rewarding ministry to be in, to be a helper of the
helpless, to encourage the “down and out”, and to let the Light of
life shine in dark places.
A prisoner brother writes, "Your letters are a great encouragement to me, to see the plan of God that I had missed. I am thankful that my letters to you are received with the gratitude of your
heart. We are encouraged to do this in 1 Thess. 5:11, ‘Therefore
encourage one another, and build each other up...’”. His letters
are of much encouragement to me as well. So you see, we are a
hand and a foot to each other on our way to eternity. The
Instructors emphasize, after reviewing a lesson, that we should
write an encouraging, full page letter, on lined stationary included with each lesson just for that purpose. In another letter he
writes, “Your first four lines put warmth in my heart that I will
cherish forever. I too give all the honor to the Lord in guiding me
to the path of righteousness, and that our Lord has brought you
and I together to travel the path of righteousness together. As I
study with you and Crossroads, the truths of the Word of God
come to life. The word of God is not of words; no, the Word of
God is truth for all of mankind, today as it was in the days of
Moses.” This was from a Tier Two Student, who has traveled
together with me for almost two years now.
All the others are Tier One students, whom we meet only once,
and never hear of again. With these, of course, you don't get as
close as with most of the Tier Two students. It is surprising that so
many are actually thankful that the law has finally caught up to
them, making an end of the life they were leading and were
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unable to get out of on their own. Often they were more or less
strangling themselves with various addictions, leading to crime
and dangerous living, with the law on their heels, until caught by
it, and glad to yet be alive. Now this is not likely a true picture of
all the people that are incarcerated, as the most hardened sinners
will most likely not enroll in gospel programs, but then we don't
know. There are no limitations to what the Holy Spirit can and will
do on even the most unlikely candidates for grace. He blows
where He will, and the blood of the Savior can make the foulest
sinner clean.
Vacation Bible School – Peter Koppert
Every summer we hold a one week VBS at our church, with anywhere from 75 to 125 local children attending. This year we will be
following the “Parables of Jesus” FRC curriculum. There are at
least 2 adult leaders for each age group, so the responsibilities are
shared. This year we have 11 leaders, one song leader, and 5 other
adult kitchen and babysitting helpers, as well as a number of
12- to 16-year-old assistants. Pastor Lipsy will be doing a short
opening meditation, as well as a closing program meditation. We
pray that all the children at VBS will be blessed as the seed of the
gospel is sown.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

God, the Real Superpower: Rethinking Our Role in Missions
J. Nelson Jennings
For Christians everywhere, life is a mission trip:
God sends us into our corners of the world to live
for his glory. For U.S. Christians, life’s mission trip
presents many complex challenges, including an
unrelenting pull toward affluence, our fervent religious-nationalism, and our deeply embedded individualism. Within today’s multifaceted context,
God the Real Superpower navigates the potent undertow of our
inherited assumptions about missions, pointing U.S. Christians
toward constructive perspectives about God, ourselves, and others. It integrates prophetic Christian living, international Christian
identity, and multidirectional missions in a self-probing, multifaceted way. An analysis of missions that is beyond a simplistic, motivational approach. (Psa. 67:3-4). (P&R, PB,261 pgs) $22.00 | $11.00
Heart for the Gospel, Heart for the World
Paul J. Visser
In this study one finds the missiological inheritance
of the first Reformed missiologist Johan Herman
Bavinck in an organized and systematic form. The
following topics are discussed: theology of religion,
biblical theology of missions, elenctics (mission
apologetics), and practical subjects such as inculturation, ecumenism, and the race issue. The context in
which Bavinck developed his vision is discussed in
an explicit way. Special attention is given to the influence of
Hendrik Kramer on Bavinck's development as well as the psycho-
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logical dimension in his theologizing. The author evaluates the
relevancy of Bavinck's missiology for the development of a
Reformed missiology. The above is made complete by an
extensive biographical sketch shedding light on the background
and way of life of Johan Herman Bavinck. (Wipf and Stock, PB,
343 pgs) $35.00 | $21.00

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
As another school year begins, you also discover new things. You
have to find which classroom is yours. You soon get to know what
your teacher is like. You are introduced to any new students in
your class who were not there last year. You will also, of course,
discover which textbooks you will use this school year. We trust
that the Bible is one of them. You can learn a great amount from
just that one book. It teaches us the truth about God the Father,
Almighty. It teaches us the truth about ourselves, as sinners. It
beautifully teaches us too about the only Saviour, Jesus Christ, the
God-man, and how we may become saved through Him. It also
teaches us how to obey as we ought. We hope that in this school
year you would love this book in particular, so much so that you
even have to talk about it with others – your family, your friends,
and anyone else too.
Greetings from Marty & Jess Slingerland

Grand Rapids HNRC Mission Trip – Zachary Ash
During the first week of April, as a group of young people from
HNRC, we went to Mexico to help with the mission work being
done there by John VerWys and RoseMary Townsend. We arrived
in Tucson, Arizona and drove to Douglas, where we stayed each
night all week. Every day we crossed the border to work in Agua
Prieta, Mexico. Each day was full of new experiences, new words,
and new friends.
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The children of Agua Prieta were very outgoing. Our whole
group bonded with many of the kids. Their actions were very
eye-opening as we saw how much they are like us. Several of the
children spent the first day matchmaking—the classic chant “Soand-so loves so-and-so!” It was an amusing experience for all of
us. The majority of the group spent the week building a new
house (about 14 feet by 16 feet) for a poor family of eight. The
family was not attending church, but we hope this new house
will build a connection and convince them to start attending
church regularly. We built the house using planks and plywood
to construct the walls, then nailed on a roof and added stucco on
the outside for weatherproofing and drywall on the inside for
insulation. We also poured a cement floor and put some basic
furniture and utensils in the house for the family. When we
turned the key over to the father, he and his wife were near tears,
and it was a touching moment for us all!
Whenever part of the group was not active in building the
house, we worked to organize a “store” the mission owns to
provide clothes to the people. The store had piles and boxes of
clothes all over the place, but by the end of the week it looked
neat and tidy. We also repainted the cafeteria and church, and
painted a house that a previous group had built.
Overall, our group was very productive, and we all
immensely enjoyed our time to bond with each other and the
Mexicans. We were amazed at how content the people are, even
with such poor living conditions. When we looked at how much
we had been given in our lives, we all were convicted of how
ungrateful we can be for our abundant blessings, whereas the
Mexicans had so little, yet were grateful for it all. Short-term
mission trips give a better understanding and support for
missions.
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about buying a suit of clothes. While I was there I saw this man,
Charles Morgan, looking over a pile of trousers. Presently, the man
who was waiting on him was called away for a few moments.
Then I saw Morgan take a pair of trousers and slyly slip them
under a loose coat he had on. After a while he said he believed he
wouldn’t buy any today, and walked out of the shop. As soon as
he was gone I told what I had seen, and they ran after him and
caught him.”
Now that would be Mr. Smith’s testimony. It would be what he
said about Charles Morgan and his stealing.
In the same way God’s testimonies mean what he says….
God’s testimonies are found in His word,—in the Bible. There are
ten different words in this one hundred and nineteenth Psalm
used for the Bible. At one time it is called the word of God; then His
law; then His way, His truth, His precepts, His commandment,
His judgments, His statutes, His ordinances, His
testimonies. The meaning of the text, then, is that God’s word, or
the Bible, is a wonderful book.

A WONDERFUL BOOK

By Rev. Richard Newton (1813-1887)

“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129.

What is the first word in this text? “Thy.” To whom does this
refer? To God. Suppose, now, we say God’s, instead of Thy, and
then let us see how the verse will read: “God’s testimonies are
wonderful.” We see, then, it is something belonging to God which
is wonderful. God’s what are wonderful? God’s testimonies.
Testimony means something that is said about a particular person
or thing. For instance: …Charles Morgan…is to be tried for stealing a pair of trousers from a shop in Market Street, on the afternoon of Saturday, the twenty-eighth day of last month. Well, here
is witness named John Smith; he is brought into court to give his
testimony, that is, to tell what he knows about this robbery. The
counsel says to him…
“Mr. Smith, did you ever see…Charles Morgan before?”
“Yes, sir.”
“Where did you see him last?”
“In such a shop in Market Street, on the twenty-eighth of last
month.”
“Please tell the gentlemen of the jury what you observed on
that occasion.”
“I went into the shop that afternoon,” says Mr. Smith, “to see
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Play time in Malawi for
Obed and Moses Molenaar
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MISSION FINANCES
Harvey VanEgdom

This financial report is for eleven months ending June 30, 2013. The fund
balances are as follows:
1) General Mission Fund = -$26,467 (shortfall)
2) Outreach Ministers Support = -$37,406 (shortfall)
Both fund balances again show that actual expenses are greater than monies
received. Income is also far below the amounts budgeted year-to-date for
both funds. With one month remaining, donations are urgently requested to
balance out these mission funds. We hope to start the new reporting year in
the positive. Please consider giving a contribution of any amount to this
worthy cause today. We lay this need before our merciful God, trusting in His
provision.
Thank you for your prayers and for supporting the Missionary families
working to spread the Gospel.
HRC General Mission Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/12 - 6/30/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
$ 243,993
Word & Deed (transfer in)
24,000
* Individual Donations
46,529
* Donations for Mukhanyo Theological College
3,000
* Donations for Mukhanyo Distance Learning
1,378
* Donations for Nakekela Clinic
2,913
* Gift to Haiti
300
* Gift to Malawi Women & Children's Ministry
1,000
* Interest Income
300
Total Income
$ 323,413
Expenses
Bank Charges
$
Currency Exchange - Loss/(Gain)
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Sumba Ministry & MAF Ministry
Emergency Fund
Fund Raising Expenses
* Mukhanyo Theological College
* Mukhanyo Distance Learning
* Nakekela Clinic
* Gift to Haiti
* Gift to Malawi Women & Children's Ministry
Total Expenses
$

1,232
1,307
21,498
1,534
285,876
342
24,000
4,900
600
3,000
1,378
2,913
300
1,000
349,880

Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
$ (26,467)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

383,442
22,000

$

$

405,442

$

(82,028)

$

(55,561)

$

$

1,008
3,667
19,250
917
293,058
3,667
22,000
13,750
2,292
13,750
22,917
9,167
405,442

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2012 / 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/12 - 6/30/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations

Total Income

$

$

73,883
-

$

$

Variance
+ / (-)

52,734

$

73,883

$

(21,149)

Total Expenses (including * items)
$ 90,141
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
$ (37,406)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

73,883

$

16,257

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
Outreach Ministers Support

SEPTEMBER 2013

$

51,584
1,150

Variance
+ / (-)

$

$

244
602
89,294

$

156
73,728

$

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Wilhelmina & Jason Krul Anniversary – September 8
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday - September 13
• Moses Molenaar Birthday – September 18
• Morgan Miskin Birthday – September 22
• Christina Sihombing Birthday - September 28
• Scarlett Miskin Birthday – October 1
• Rev. Cees Molenaar Birthday – October 6
• Gordon Miskin Birthday – October 12

CONTACT INFORMATION

DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park 0159, Pretoria, South Africa,
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com Mobile: 27 79 933 9884
Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria South Africa,
0186. Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022, Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119,
Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA, Email: jwkrul@gmail.com
Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, 24 Freeland Avenue, Kilner Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0186, Cell: 27 83 657 4980, Home: 27 12 333 6427
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Logos Ministries, P.O. Box 3337 Lilongwe, Malawi
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor
NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211 9875 (if access is
available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O. Box 298,
Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com
Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.

Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA

Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.

Glad Tidings

13

Glad Tidings

Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

The Whole Wide World for Jesus
The whole wide world for Jesus!
This shall our watchword be;
Upon the highest mountain,
Down by the widest sea;
The whole wide world for Jesus!
To Him shall all men bow,
In city or in prairie,
The world for Jesus now!

The whole wide world for Jesus!
Inspires us with the thought
That all God’s wandering children
Have by His love been sought.
The whole wide world for Jesus!
O faint not by the way!
The cross shall surely conquer
In this our glorious day.
The whole wide world for Jesus!
The marching order sound;
Go ye and preach the Gospel
Wherever man is found.
The whole wide world for Jesus!
Ride forth, O conquering King,
Through all the mighty nations
The world to glory bring!

The whole wide world,
The whole wide world,
Proclaim the Gospel tidings through
The whole wide world;
Lift up the cross of Jesus,
His banner be unfurled,
Till every tongue confess Him through
The whole wide world!
J. Dempster Hammond
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