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MEDITATION

Remembering the Fundamental Perspective
for Outreach
Rev. Terreth Klaver

"Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the
LORD? Behold to obey is better than sacrifice,
and to hearken than the fat of rams." 1 Sam.15:22

Directing sinners to the Lord Jesus is challenging and at times even confusing. Whether you're
doing international missions or local evangelism,
teaching Sunday School, talking to your neighbour across the fence,
or telling your children of their need to trust in the Lord, a lot of
thoughts and questions can pass through your mind and heart:
Where is this person at spiritually? Am I doing this right? Will the
Lord bless this? Should I say this or should I say that? Maybe I
shouldn't have said what I did. Would it be better to focus on the law
or the Gospel?
Often our feelings are all over the place too. Sometimes we are
thankful for the Lord's clear help and guiding. Sometimes we are
downcast because we feel like we made a mistake, didn't do as well
as we should have, or we failed to even take the opportunity.
Further, there are all different methods and strategies for telling
others about Jesus that often claim to be the best, most Biblical, and
most effective way. There is friendship evangelism, puritan
evangelism, marketing evangelism, post-modern approaches to
evangelism and missions, and many others. Practical questions on
what to do and say abound: Do I focus on acts of kindness or a
gospel message first? Do I share my testimony? Do I tell an illustrative story? Do I begin with an important theological truth? Focus on
story or narrative?
In what can seem like a maze of questions, feelings, and
approaches, is there one fundamental approach or perspective on
outreach that can keep us stable and grounded? Is there one grand
master truth to keep track of when seeking to tell sinners about
Jesus? Yes - obedience.
All too often our feelings, questions of methodology, and desire for
what we consider to be the greatest outcome make us unable to see
the forest for the trees. We waste tremendous amounts of physical,
emotional, and spiritual energy worrying rather than trusting the
Lord and simply following His command.
We, like King Saul, can think we are doing the right spiritual thing
when in reality we are completely wrong in the things we are doing.
King Saul thought he was obeying the Lord and doing what was
right (1 Sam. 15:13, 15, 20, 21) but he was directly disobeying the
clear command of the Lord (1 Sam. 15:3, 11, 19, 22, 23). Saul's heart
was set on himself and his own desires, perceived best outcomes,
and supposed spirituality, but he was condemned because he simply
did not hear and obey.
Let us begin with, and keep as most fundamental, the truth that
sharing the gospel with sinners is obedience. There is likely some
truth in every approach to missions, evangelism, and sharing the
faith (and more truth in some than in others) but by remembering
that it is our duty to our Savior first and foremost, we will have sure

DECEMBER 2013

ground from which to try the spirits (1 John 4:1) and see which
approaches are most in harmony with His Word.
Consider these two reflections:
1. Jesus' motive for His mission was obedience. Jesus came to do
the will of His Father (Psa. 40:7, Heb. 10:7-9, Luke 2:49, Matt.
26:42). His strength and purpose was to do the will of His Father
(John 4:32-34) and our desire should also be to do His will (John
14:15, 23, 24, 1 John 5:3).
2. Focusing on obedience will help us avoid worry and fear.
Making obedience primary means that self-focus, anxiety, and
worry must all come second (and hopefully not at all). Lord
willing, the desire to hear, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant" (Matt. 25:21, 23) will be more important than the
thoughts and concerns of other people and ourselves.
Let us all have love and obedience to the Lord first and
foremost as we seek to tell other lost sinners of Him!

EDITORIAL

Sinners in Need of a Savior
Jake Sinke

I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee
an open door, and no man can shut it. Rev. 3:8
… Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world. Matt. 28:20
Dear Mission Family,
When you receive this issue of Glad Tidings, the
year of our Lord 2013 will almost be history! –
more time that the Lord has granted that you and I will have to
give account for.
Have we been the salt and light of this world that we are called
to be, personally and collectively?
As we reflect on the year 2013 then we must stand in awe of our
Lord’s faithfulness to us! We may still bring the word of salvation,
in and through our Lord Jesus Christ, to perishing sinners. In the
first issue of our magazine in 2013, we reflected on Rev. 3:8. He
has given us an open door in 2013, to teach pastors and church
leaders in Africa. Truly “great is His faithfulness”! The words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, recorded in Matt 28:20 are a comfort, and
we can trust that He will be with us in the future, for He promised
“Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”.
Up to this moment the Lord has spared all our missionaries and
granted travelling mercies when they enjoyed furloughs with
relatives, church families and friends. As Mission Committee we
have been blessed with a brotherly working relationship, as we
seek to fulfill the mandate given to us by Synod. At our September
meeting we welcomed Mr. John Beeke and Dr. Martin Faasse as
new members on the Board and we give thanks to Mr. Bill Tanis
and Doug VandenBerg for their valuable service for the past four
years. Some changes pertaining to the Glad Tidings periodical
will also be made, as a cost cutting measure. You will be aware
that we struggle to make our financial commitments and had to
make some difficult decisions. In addition to the defunding of
Jane Korevaar’s stipend commencing December 31, 2013, we will
also cut back the annual issues of Glad Tidings from four to three
per year. You may also find the paper and print quality slightly
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altered as we strive to obtain the best value for the dollars we
have budgeted. Our magazine will now appear in April, August
and December, D.V.
Dear friends, even as we have challenges to face, we have
innumerable blessings to be grateful for! On the world scene, persecution of our brothers and sisters is escalating, and we still have
the “open door” to bring the message of hope. Will you continue
to partner with us with your prayers and financial help so we can
continue to assist in teaching those who will teach others of the
unsearchable riches to be found in that only Name, given under
heaven through whom we, and they, can and must be saved? We
wish you and your families a blessed time as you celebrate the
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and a Happy New Year!
With Christian Greetings, Jake Sinke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI UPDATE
Abiding in Him
Jason and Will Krul

With winter approaching, we are thankful for relief from the heat
and humidity that often characterize Haiti's summer and fall
months. Along with cooler weather, other changes have been
sweeping Haiti as well. Many roads in and around the capital
have been paved or are in the process of being paved, thus
significantly decreasing traveling time by road to some of MAF's
closer destinations. MAF's flights now often cover longer
distances to harder to reach places on the outskirts of Haiti. The
flight schedule is still busy, however, as mission organizations
continue to work alongside the Haitian people to train pastors,
teachers and labourers as they spread God's Word and work to
improve the quality of life in the poorest country in the western
hemisphere.
Besides everything that goes along with being a wife and
mom, I've also been busy with two weekly Bible studies (one for
ladies, and one for the neighborhood kids) and a weekly Sunday
school class. The following Bible verses have really encouraged
me as I daily study God's word and share it with others.
Isa. 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
Psalm 126:6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.
As a child I remember hearing my father read the parable of
the sower in Matthew 13. The words that really struck me were
in verse 8 which said, “But other fell into good ground, and
brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. “I remember thinking, if I could bring forth a hundredfold
fruit, wouldn't that be so much better than bringing forth sixty or
thirtyfold?
Now years later, I was struck with the same thought again.
How could I bring forth a hundredfold fruit? I found the answers
in John 15:4 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
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abide in me”, and in John 15:5 “I am the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” So the secret
to bearing much fruit was directly linked to how much I abided in
Christ and He in me.
What exactly are the fruits? Galatians 5:22-23 tells us, “But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law.”
So when we abide in Christ, follow His commands and bear
much fruit we can stand firm through the trials and storms that we
inevitably face. Luke 6:47-48 tells us, “Whosoever cometh to me,
and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom
he is like: He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep,
and laid the foundation on a rock: and when the flood arose, the
stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it:
for it was founded upon a rock.”
2 Corinthians 4:8-9 tells us, “We are troubled on every side, yet
not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; Persecuted,
but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.”
In John 16:33 Jesus tells us, “These things I have spoken unto
you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
Because of the peace, love, joy, gentleness, goodness, patience,
meekness and self-control we experience and practice even in
trials as we abide in Christ, we become lights to others struggling
in a dark world of confusion and pain.
Matthew 5:14-16 tells us, “Ye are the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle,
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.”

INDONESIA – Sumba Update
Bill Sommer

Psalm 107 shows us many wonderful answers from the Lord: great
deliverances to a people that cried unto Him in their troubles and
then He saved them from their distresses. Then comes verse 43: the
purpose of this psalm, “Who is so wise, and will observe these
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things, even they shall understand the loving kindness of the
LORD”. Note the repeated instruction, “Oh, that men would
praise the LORD for His goodness, and for His wonderful works
to the children of men.”
With thanksgiving for God’s goodness, we may yet all be well.
There are not always great things to tell about what is taking place
here and we forget to report that through God’s mercy and
patience with us, and God’s goodness and kindness to us, we are
still in the time of grace, for His mercies are new every morning,
in spite of all our shortcomings and disobedience and sin.
Christina is still struggling with her health after she lost her
baby earlier this year and needs to take it easy and rest a lot.
Gerrit VandenBerg from Holland is still here helping out in the
school. He is considering coming back permanently. We are very
happy about that. In the time he has been here he has learned the
language and also is a qualified teacher.
The government supplied money to build a new library for the
school. It has to be built according to their specifications. We just
made it larger than requested. It is 580 square feet, with enough
room for book cases on one side and computer desks so the
children can do their homework there. The building is situated
beside the school with a pathway running alongside. The children
are very excited about it.
We received 5 more children: 4 girls and one boy (all siblings
whose mother passed away) and another newborn from another
family, bringing the total number of children to 85.
The first children we received 13 years ago are getting more
mature and are a great help in the home, school and garden. Of
course there is always much work to be done with over 100
people to look after. The girls love helping with the babies,
bathing and feeding them. It is cute to see how the little ones pick
out their favourite older sibling.
We have plans to plant more trees on a piece of land we bought
adjacent to our property for $2200. This is to ensure that we have
enough room to build a high school when the time comes, the
Lord willing. For now we also can use it for a playground. It is our
intention to have enough fruit trees of our own so we will have
enough fruit to supply our people.
We hope to interview a teacher from Medan in the near future.
We pray that he will feel inclined to come and work for us as we
are always in need of teachers. Martina hopes to get married in
December, the Lord willing, and most likely will leave us.
May the Lord in His mercy remember us all and bless the work
of our hands.

Digging foundation for the new Library
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Newest children

Nice and
cool for
babies to
play outside
Yandrus and
Gerrit

The laundry
dries fast on
the hot tiles
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themselves learn and grow in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Bill drives 30 minutes to
the mountain to call
Marion
Burning the hills

Mamelodi
This is a group with 5 pastors from different church backgrounds and understandings of Scripture, but together they
wholeheartedly have the zeal to study. The eldest man in class has
studied all his life, but “has never been challenged like this to
make an introspection of my life—since I started studying here it’s
hard for me to listen to other pastors who have no respect for the
word of God.” Comments from another student: “The first module we did took my heart out and really worked like a medical
doctor who diagnosed lots and lots of sickness in my life; I am not
turning back. I want to learn more, help us.” The tutor of the
group shared that he is warmed heartily by leading these older
brothers who have a zeal and heart to dig into the Word of God for
the good of their congregations. They ask that you will “keep
praying for us to be able to continue the work we are doing.”

SOUTH AFRICA

Mukhanyo Distance Learning Sites –
Pray for Revival
Jane Korevaar

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thanks to all of
you who recently attended a presentation, and for your prayers
and messages of encouragement, while I was on furlough. I thank
you also for your generous donations toward my cost of living
support to allow me to continue working on the Mukhanyo
Distance program. Praise the Lord for answered prayer!
What a magnificent, gracious and merciful Saviour is provided for us. We need to share our heartfelt and saving knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ and pray for revival.
At the time of writing this article, the Lord has blessed this
work with 32 Mukhanyo Distance Learning Site groups consisting of approximately 245 students studying at the Diploma level.
A facilitator/tutor, typically with a bachelor’s degree in Theology,
leads each group. They then use the DVDs and study guides of
the subject matter that was taught in class at Mukhanyo
Theological College’s KwaMhlanga Campus. It is with great
thanksgiving to the Lord, Who has sent these students to study
plus inquiries from many others, that we may report on the
progress of this project. Recent inquiries for new distance groups
were received from Uganda, Rwanda, Mozambique, Swaziland
and Kentani, South Africa plus some inquiries from individual
students who have now been able to join an existing group.

Here is some information about a few of the Mukhanyo Distance
Learning Sites that meet once or twice each week to study so they
can teach others the unsearchable riches of Christ as they
4

Shakawe, Botswana
This group now meets in the Assemblies of God Church each
Sunday afternoon for 3 1/2 hours. It was previously held in the
shop of a local tailor who was arrested for overstaying his permit
and is now back in Zimbabwe. Changing the location has brought
more students that are interested in participating.

Kigali, Rwanda
The potential students here are mainly Church leaders, deacons and evangelists who have no formal theological education or
basic Bible knowledge. Most of them have less than an Ordinary
Level Certificate education (more or less grade 9 of SA) and some
others have only completed Bible Institutes but without official
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academic recognition or accreditation.
Yesterday’s meeting with prospective students led to a decision
that the programme would be held two days a week (Wednesday
afternoon and Saturday morning) and will start in November
2013. So far 17 prospective students have shown their interest.

Please pray for all the Distance Learning Sites, the potential
sites, the facilitators/tutors as well as the workers that support
these groups. Also pray, as Horace E. Govan writes, for a great
revival so that knowledge and the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
may come to many.
Visit us, Lord, with revival:
Stricken with coldness and death
Where is our hope of survival,
Save in Thy life-giving breath?

the smiles and enthusiastic greetings we received from these kids
who come from incredibly difficult home situations. It also gave
me an appreciation for what Sarsih and the other teachers at the
school face on a daily basis. I’m sure they experience joy as they
see those smiling faces each day, but also carry a special burden as
they send their kids home after school. “They don’t care how
much you know until they know how much you care” is a piece
of advice that I’ve heard, and passed on to others, over and over
again as a teacher. It’s certainly true for teachers everywhere, but
I saw it vividly displayed here, as many of these kids need first
and foremost just to be loved. I also learned firsthand just how
much these teachers need our prayers. It takes a special kind of
patience and compassion to do what they do!

O for the breath of the Spirit!
O for the might of His sword,
Leading us on to inherit
All that in Jesus is stored.

MISSION TRIP

Lessons from South Africa
Phil Bleeker

“It’s not primarily about what you do, but rather who you meet
and the relationships you form along the way.” That’s the advice
that I was given by a few different people, albeit with slight
variations, during the planning process for my trip to South Africa
this past summer. It was something I thought I already knew, at
least sort of, but throughout my trip I experienced the truth of that
statement time and again and learned several things from the
people I met along the way.
The first “lesson” I learned in South Africa was just how
beautiful the country itself is! My friends, Nate, Elisa, and Jackie,
and I began our trip in mid-July. For the first two and a half weeks,
we did some sightseeing in various parts of the country: from
Cape Town (one of the most beautiful cities I’ve been to), along the
ruggedly beautiful coastline, to Tsitsikkama National Park; then
on to Kruger National Park in the Northeast part of the country
with its incredible diversity of African wildlife including lions,
elephants, rhinos, leopards, and a wide variety of birds that I’d
never seen before. Those weeks of sightseeing really gave us a
taste of the natural beauty of this part of God’s creation!
After leaving Kruger, we drove to Johannesburg where Nate,
Elisa, and I said goodbye to Jackie, and continued on to
KwaMhlanga, where the second portion of our trip began. After
driving for about an hour or so in the dark, we finally made it to
“the farm” where we’d stay for the next two weeks, and were
warmly welcomed by Harry and Joke Lukens and their two
children, Anna and Timon. During our first week in KwaMhlanga,
we had a chance to visit the school where Sarsih Kegel teaches and
to help out a bit in her classroom. I’m not so sure our day or two
of helping the children learn the alphabet and some math made a
huge difference in their educational careers, but I’ll never forget
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Sarsih’s class

Helping with spelling

We also visited the Nakekela clinic a few times during the
course of our stay. Again, it was more about meeting some pretty
special people, who’ve been uniquely gifted by God to carry out
their daily work, than it was about actually doing work. I’m
pretty sure the small conference room we painted will probably
need another coat or two in the very near future, but I’m equally
sure that the appreciation I gained for the people who work at the
clinic on a daily basis will stick with me for a long time. I learned
that it takes a unique blend of firmness and compassion to work
with the patients at the clinic. I saw this exemplified in Dr. Sonja
Miskin as she interviewed a few women about a child they
wanted to bring to the clinic, and by Ella, one of the home-based
care workers as she visited patients in their homes. This
experience also gave me some insights into the devastating effects
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Sent to be Witnesses
Rev. Mark Kelderman

Church of God, we have received a mission from our
Lord. This commission is to bring the light of the
glory of God to the world. “For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6).
In the previous chapter Paul spoke about the distinction between the Testaments. He mentioned that
there is a veil upon the hearts of men, particularly of Israel, and their
minds were blinded. However, the veil would be removed if they should
turn to the Lord and then they would behold as with an open face in a
mirror the glory of the Lord and be changed into His image from glory
to glory. The call of God to the New Testament church, therefore, is to
display this glory to the world around us. We are to be the light of the
world, which is set upon a hill. We are not to be hid under a basket, but
to shine forth so that the nations might come to know the Lord. We are
to begin shining just where we are, to begin reflecting light immediately to those around us. We are sent to our homes first; we begin with our
children. The New Testament church began in Jerusalem. They began in
their homes, but the intention was to reach Judea, Samaria and the uttermost parts of the earth.
This was God’s plan and purpose from the beginning. Before the
flood and the coming of Abram, God was calling to the nations of the
earth through the preacher of righteousness, Noah. When God sent
Israel into the promised land, the commission of God was no different.
They were called to teach their children after them from generation to
generation. They were to recount the grace of God to each generation so
that they might also put their trust in the Lord (Ex. 12:21-28; Deut. 6:113; Ps. 78:1-8). But God was not restricting His blessing, although it was
concentrated in the seed of Abraham, to them only but it was to spread
to the nations around them. Think only of Melchizedek, Jethro, Rahab,
Ruth, Naaman, and Nineveh. Think also of the promise given to
Abraham, “in thee shall all the nations of the earth be blessed “(Gen.
22:18).
When you look at the blessing God gives to Abraham in Genesis 12,
you see that God calls him to be a blessing to those around him. At the
beginning of verse 2 we have God saying that He would bless Abram
and at the end of verse 3 we have God saying, “in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.” But in the center of these two verses, at the end
of verse 2 God says to Abram, “and you must be a blessing.” Abraham
was to be a blessing to others around him because he had been blessed
by God, and in so being a blessing to others God would bless them as
well. This is comparable to what Paul says in essence to the Corinthians:
seeing you have received comfort from the God of all comforts, you are
to comfort others with the comfort wherewith you yourselves have been
comforted of God (2 Cor. 1:3-4). So the church in the New Testament
must realize our calling is to be the light, share the comfort, be a blessing to each and everyone around us whom God has placed on our path.
What we learn is that the purpose of the call of God and the sending
of His people into the world is to bear witness to His glory. This calling
of the nations to repentance and faith in Him does not essentially begin
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in the New Testament, but was from the beginning. Read Zechariah 8:2123, “And the inhabitants of one city shall go to another, saying, Let us go
speedily to pray before the LORD, and to seek the LORD of hosts: I will
go also. Yea, many people and strong nations shall come to seek the
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the LORD. Thus saith the
LORD of hosts; In those days it shall come to pass, that ten men shall take
hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt
of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard that
God is with you.”
So we see clearly that God’s call to His church is to bear witness to
those who are near at hand as well as those afar off. If we would find
success in our mission work abroad, let us also not forget to begin at
home, to begin in our neighborhood, so that the blessing we have
received of God might be experienced by those around us as well.

Domestic Outreach of The Reformed
Church of Plymouth, Wisconsin
Rev. Michael Fintelman

The small city of Plymouth is a quiet and quaint community of approximately 9,000 souls in Southeastern Wisconsin. As Plymouth sits in the
State dubbed as “America’s Dairyland”, it should come as no surprise
that this locale is home to several major cheese manufacturing/
processing companies which translate into many local eateries as a
“cheese lover’s dream.” However, the spiritual appetite of the general
populace is not quite so voracious—particularly an appetite for hearty,
conservative, Reformed worship.
In this largely German-rooted community there are several Lutheran
churches (which sadly don’t promote Martin Luther’s Reformed 16th
century theology) as well as a range of other churches from Pentecostal
style to a bit more traditional. It is in this demographic setting that The
Heritage Reformed Church of Plymouth is located. We are the only
Reformed Church in town. Since 1994 the Lord has been pleased to give
us this Church and maintain us as a small Reformed witness throughout
its 20-year history. In 1999 our church became part of the HRC denomination. Throughout the years the Lord has sent 3 pastors to serve: Pastor
Klaas Veldman (1994-1996), Pastor Daryl Daniels (1998-2000), and Pastor
Michael Fintelman (2001-2005, and 2012-present). Currently we have a
Consistory of 3 men to serve and lead our Church: Pastor Fintelman,
Elder Art VanderWaal and Deacon Brody Stapel.
Since the Fintelmans have (re)joined the congregation, once again we
have rededicated ourselves in seeking ways to grow. We seek to grow
down to be more deeply rooted in the faith (Col. 2:7), and we also seek to
grow out to be Christian servants (Luke 22:27b) for the promotion and
expansion of God’s Kingdom on this earth. As we worship each Lord’s
Day and seek to grow spiritually as a small local church, we also seek to
reach out to those around us in several ways.
First, we invite friends, acquaintances and those who may be interested to our worship services and Bible studies. Since statistically that which
originally draws and plays a part in maintaining church attendees in
many evangelical circles is the character and lifestyle of regular church
members, we seek to reach out to our neighbors through this form of
“friendship evangelism.” We are encouraged from time to time as some
join us occasionally in worship and some have continued on as well.
Scriptural discussion, particularly with regular attendees, is eye-opening
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and sometimes soul-searching. It definitely keeps you on your toes as
some very pointed questions are asked about worship styles as well as
Biblical doctrines.

posting our church and service times in our local newspaper. As well,
we have our Church listed in a Sheboygan County Visitor’s Guide,
which is also distributed to new settlers in the community, with the
prayer that those who may be looking for a Church home might be
directed our way.
Lastly, we have daily radio spots on a local Christian radio station
promoting our church and inviting people to attend or just check us
out. These radios spots are geared around the theme of “a fresh start.”
As a church family we are engaged in a “fresh start” and encourage
others to join, and if Christians are backslidden or feel they are in a rut,
we encourage them to begin with us for a “fresh start.”

Refreshing the church sign

Second, we hold a monthly mid-week Bible study. We begin this time
together in God’s Word with a prayer time—the men taking turns to
pray as we go around the table. It is touching to hear the heartfelt
petitions for our local church, thanksgiving for the many blessings granted, confessions of our sin and unworthiness, and expression of praise to
our great God for what He has done and continues to do in the lives of
sinners for the sake of Jesus Christ. The Bible study times are instructive
and edifying with everybody contributing in discussion. Presently as a
guide in these study times we are following The Epistles of John by
Dr. Beeke.

Monthly Bible study
Once a month we also hold men’s and ladies Bible studies on the
same evening. We begin these evenings together in Scripture and prayer
and then the men and ladies independently study and discuss their
respective chapters in the book each group is studying. Men are reading
through Family Man, Family Leader by Philip Lancaster. The ladies are
reading Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World by Joanna Weaver. We
rejoin at the end of our studies for fellowship and reflection. We try to
keep these evenings informal and practical. Discussions are always helpful in one way or another. We too have been encouraged in these
evenings by a few who appear to be “testing the HRC waters” and it
appears they are feeling comfortable in these study times.
In this progressively digitized world we also have a web presence.
We have recently set up a church web page at PlymouthHRC.com. There
we have a link to Sermon Audio where we post our sermons. We are
grateful that the listenership for the sermons is slowly growing. We are
praying this web presence may catch many to be drawn into the Gospel
net. Besides this, we seek to broaden our church exposure through
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Pastor Fintelman and Jim Burgard working on website development

Our annual summer church picnic—always enjoyable!
As a small Church family we experience a very close bond with one
another. Each Sunday the “after service narthex discussions” or biweekly sermon/Bible discussions uplift the name of our precious
Savior again and again. Many times we have experienced the blessing
of Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity! ... for there the LORD commanded the blessing,
even life for evermore.” There are times of discouragement too, particularly when attendance is down and some don’t seem to grasp the need
to attend regularly and twice a Sunday. It is then that such promises like
Luke 12:32 become precious, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”
However, we “press [on] toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14) and seek for daily persevering grace to “serve the Lord with gladness” (Psalm 100:2a) and pray
that true Christian joy may be contagious to the ingathering of souls
and the promotion of the glorious Kingdom of Christ!
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that diseases like AIDS and tuberculosis can have on individuals,
families, and the society in general. These are things we often
hear about here in America, but seeing it first-hand makes the
reality of these problems sink in!

Nate and I stayed at David’s house

Home visit with Ella

I spent my second weekend in Hammanskraal learning from
an African pastor named Oupa and a few of his church members
who graciously invited us to stay with them for a few nights and
attend church with them on Sunday. Pastor Oupa is a former
Mukhanyo student with a passion for preaching the gospel of
Christ. He currently pastors his own church as well as two small
church plants in the area. That Sunday morning, we attended services at all three in succession, and each time Pastor Oupa
preached a message uniquely tailored to the needs of that group.
It was a blessing to be able to worship with these people and to
see the enthusiasm with which they praised God. It also showed
me how often I take for granted the fact that I can simply show
up at church every Sunday and listen to a message, and showed
me how much pastors everywhere need our prayers.

Pastor Oupa’s third church plant congregation
8

The other interesting thing about the weekend we spent with
Pastor Oupa, was that it gave us a chance to spend time talking
with some of the local South Africans. All of the people we talked
to were very inviting and wanted to know what we thought of
South Africa. They also talked about the problems of South Africa
from their perspective: poverty, crime, AIDS, unemployment, etc.
They were excited when they heard that Nate and I were teachers,
because they said that we could go back and “tell people what it’s
like in South Africa.” One of things that we heard from a number
of them when asked about what they thought the solution to South
Africa’s problems was this: “We don’t need physical aid as much
as we need people to teach us skills and knowledge.” It was
encouraging to me to think about how this is precisely the focus of
many of the mission efforts we support in the country. Mukhanyo
Theological College, and the Distance Program there, focuses on
training local pastors and giving them the skills they need to
effectively and accurately preach the gospel to thousands of
people. The school seeks to impart knowledge, both academic and
spiritual, to its students. A big part of the work at the Nakekela
clinic is teaching local community members how to prevent AIDS
and the importance of continuing treatment regimens.
The final lesson I learned came from conversations with many
of the mission workers from foreign countries. Mission work in a
foreign country can at times be a lonely calling. This was one
aspect of mission work that I hadn’t really seriously considered
before. I think it’s easy to assume that mission workers easily
assimilate into the communities and make new friends and form a
new “family” and support system. While that’s certainly true to an
extent, all of these people leave their actual family far behind them
at home, with a chance to see them maybe once every year or two.
Some of them, even with their friends in the local community, still
feel somewhat isolated. I heard this from a few different mission
workers that we had a chance to work with – they weren’t complaining – but they earnestly covet our prayers for them as they
sometimes face that loneliness.
Our final weekend in South Africa was spent with Dr. Brian
and Lanae DeVries and their two children, Krista and Micah. It
was wonderful to be able to meet them again and to be present for
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Dr. DeVries’s installation at the church plant in Annlin. Please
pray for this important work as they seek, with God’s help, to
serve in a multi-ethnic, English speaking church in that
community.
As you’ve read this article, I hope you’ve noticed the recurring
theme with all of the “lessons” I learned. The mission workers
there certainly need our financial support, but the primary
request I received from all of them echoes the words of the
apostle Paul in 1 Thessalonians 5:25, “Brethren, pray for us.” My
hope is that this article informs those prayers, and encourages
you to continue to pray for these workers and their important
work.

CHURCH EVANGELISM

CHILLIWACK, BRITISH COLUMBIA

Prison Ministry – Richard den Hertog
As HRC congregation of Chilliwack, an opportunity to go to
Pacific Regional Institution was given 10 years ago when our
church began. As the prison ministry team, we have been going
in on Thursday nights for Bible study with prison inmates for
these last 10 years. An average of 6-14 people attend every week.
The last few years we have done verse by verse study of the
gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, and are now currently
working our way through the gospel of John. There is an 80-yearold man, now in the assisted-living part of the prison, who is our
prayer warrior and our helper on the inside of the prison to
encourage the men to attend Bible study. Many times we have
wondered why an 80-year-old man should still be in prison, but
God has used him mightily on our behalf. We have been very
privileged to see God at work in the lives of many of the
prisoners; many nights we go away feeling as if they have
ministered to us, instead of us ministering to them and it is a great
blessing to bring God`s Word into this prison every week.

Chad Hampson, Robert Stam, Richard Den Hertog,
and Bill Beeke
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Garry Neels
Side by Side Ministry – Judy den Hertog
The Chilliwack HRC "Side by Side Ministry" started in March of
2004 as a Social committee to organize church activities and has
evolved into a ministry with a purpose of fundraising for HRC
mission ministries, starting in June of 2006 with the planning of
our first Cookie Dough Fundraiser. On January 9, 2007, the name
"Side by Side Ministry" was chosen and we were organized as an
official ministry committee with our first officers. Voting takes
place every year to rotate the officers, however our Treasurer,
Corrie Schryver, has faithfully and impeccably served us all
these years. We have branched out into several committees and
have continued to support our HRC mission families. Our main
Fundraisers are an annual Cookie Dough fundraiser designated
to one specific mission chosen by the group, the MAF garage sale
to support Jason and Wil Krul in Haiti, and the Church Family
calendar sales as well as Fraser Valley Meat gift cards, and a
monthly Mission Money Box in church. We meet twice a year to
discuss our annual plans as well as the social side of church
family life, and we have been blessed with a spirit of unity and
dedication towards working together to help serve the Lord by
supporting our mission needs. It brings us all much joy to see
that our efforts are appreciated and valued and we pray that
God will incline our desires to work and to follow Him as we go
forward, walking “Side by Side” with our mission families and
the people they so lovingly serve.

Results of the cookie dough fundraiser were specifically for the
COUNT Ministries children's educational programs in India.
The next one will be held, Lord willing in February 2014, with
proceeds towards Miriam Molenaar's women's ministry
program.
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Mission Aviation Fellowship – Krul Family Fundraiser
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Ruth & Naomi’s Mission – Stephanie Hampson
God’s kingdom work is taking place around the world, but there
are even opportunities to serve in our own back yard. A good
example is Ruth & Naomi’s Mission in Chilliwack, which is a street
ministry that provides food and shelter, and shares the Word of
God with the less fortunate in our community. Members of the
Chilliwack HRC congregation have been blessed with the
opportunity to volunteer at Ruth & Naomi’s Mission over the past
number of years, as the mission has grown significantly. Ruth &
Naomi’s started in a small rundown commercial building nearly
ten years ago, where it started serving only a handful of people.
Since that time the Mission has grown into a new purpose-built
facility serving in excess of 100 meals per night.
A typical night of volunteering begins around 6:30 pm. People
come in, find a place to sit and prepare themselves for prayer time.
All the clients share prayer requests and then a time of prayer
takes place. Shortly after this a meal is served, followed by
devotions. During meal time volunteers have the opportunity to
interact with all the clients. Each person has a different story to tell.
One man that attends the street ministry regularly shared how he
ended up at Ruth and Naomi’s. When he was a young boy, his
father was cleaning his gun for hunting season at the lunch table.
This man’s father assumed there were no bullets left in the gun.
The mother of this man was sitting across the table from the father
when, unbeknownst to him, the gun fired a bullet. This killed this
man’s mother instantly. As you can well imagine, this has impacted this dear man’s life greatly. This has caused him to have a
stutter and has impacted his mind. He is such a kind and gentle
human, but can’t function normally due to seeing this at such a
young age. We have grown to love him, and our kids will yell “hi”
to him out the car window whenever they see him. He is but one
of the many people who attend here. Our prayer is that each
person we come into contact with will love the Lord. Please pray
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for this mission, that God will guide the leadership in every
decision and that God will save many people!

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Jay Collier

Adoniram Judson: Devoted for Life
Vance Christie
In this new addition to the History Makers series,
the author vividly narrates the life of America’s
first foreign missionary. Judson dedicated his life
to missions in Burma for more than 38 years.
“With unshakeable faith in God and His Word,
Judson persevered through staggering difficulties.” This book will engage the reader with the
details of Judson’s work, an example and encouragement to
Christians today. (Christian Focus, PB, 375 pp) $15.00 | $11.25
When Missions Shapes the Mission: You and Your Church
Can Reach the World
David Horner
How committed are you to God’s global mission?
How sincere is your local church in taking the
gospel to the nations? Pastor David Horner, burdened with the weakness of missions in the
Western church, writes to inform us where we are,
where we should be, and how to get there in the
missionary endeavor. (B&H, PB, 261 pp) $15.00 | $11.00

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
We hope that you are enjoying another school year and that you
will learn lots also in 2014. Our advice for the New Year is for you
to pay careful attention to the Bible especially. Read it every day.
Listen carefully whenever it is read out loud as well. Listen well
in church too. And, never be ashamed to ask questions of anyone
nor to talk about the Bible. Not only do “you” profit from that,
but you never know how much good you can do to “others”
when you do that. The Bible is God’s Word and it is a wonderful
book. It teaches us the “truth” about God, about ourselves as
sinners, about Jesus and the only way of salvation, and how to
live Christianly too. Do you agree that it is the best book you
own? The following story proves that too. Enjoy.
Greetings from Pastor Marty & Jess Slingerland
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THE BIBLE: THE WAY IN WHICH IT WAS MADE
By Rev. Richard Newton (1813-1887)

“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129.

It is wonderful how long a time it took to make the Bible. When
men make books, it does not generally take them very long;
sometimes it does…. Noah Webster took thirty-six years on his
dictionary. But what are these years to the time that was occupied in making the Bible…. In making the Bible God was
engaged fifteen hundred years! Yes, from the time when Moses
wrote Genesis, the first book in the Bible, till John wrote the
Revelation, the last book in the Bible, all those long years had
passed away. That was wonderful.
And then it is wonderful how many men were employed to
write the Bible! There were Moses, and Samuel, and David, and
Solomon, and Ezra, and Isaiah, and all the prophets in the Old
Testament. And in the New Testament, Matthew, and Mark, and
Luke, and John, and Paul, and Peter, and others. There were
more than thirty persons altogether employed in this work. And
it is not only the number of writers, but the great difference
between them, that makes it wonderful. Some of them were
learned men, as Moses and Paul; and some were unlearned, as
Amos and Peter. Some of them were kings, as David and
Solomon. Some were princes, as Daniel. Some were shepherds,
and some farmers, and some fishermen, and some tent-makers.
And yet they all agree in what they write. How wonderful this
is! How can we explain it? There is one thing about the Bible
that explains it…. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God”
(2 Tim.3:16).
…. It is wonderful, too, how many different parts, or pieces, it is
made of. In the Old Testament there are thirty-nine different
books. In the New Testament there are twenty-seven. Thirtynine and twenty-seven make how many? Sixty-six. The Bible is
a book of sixty-six different tracts, all bound up together. And
yet they are not just thrown together…. The Bible is like a beautiful piece of mosaic work…. This word, mosaic, comes from a
Greek word that means elegant, or polished, work. A mosaic
work is a figure, or picture, of something made, not by using
paints of different colors, but by putting together a great many
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little pieces of stone, or glass, of different colors. These works are
very curious, and look very beautiful. The different-colored
pieces of stone or glass all unite together and make the picture.
And just in the same way the different books, or pieces, out of
which the Bible is made, all unite together to make one beautiful
picture of Jesus and His salvation.
The first wonder about the Bible is the way in which it was
made. Remember, under this wonder, three words: the time, the
men, the pieces.

Book of 1 Samuel Bible Quiz

1. Who taunted Hannah about her inability to have children?
1 Sam.1:4-6
A. Leah
B. Peninnah
C. Naomi
D. Rachel

2. What was Eli’s job? 1 Sam.2:11
A. Priest
B. Counsellor
D. Blacksmith
C. Baker

4. In the house of which god did the Philistines place the Ark
of the Covenant? 1 Sam.5:2
A. Dagon
B. Ashteroth
C. Molech
D. Beelzebub

5. In which city was the Ark of the Covenant given back to the
Levites? 1 Sam.6:12
A. Kiriath Jearim B. Beth Shemesh
C. Timnath
D. Mizpah

7. What did the people demand from Samuel? 1 Sam.8:5
A. Lower taxes
B. A king
C. More Psalms D. A better army
8. Which tribe was Saul from? 1 Sam.9:1,2
A. Judah
B. Benjamin
D. Simeon
C. Dan
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10. Who besieged Jabesh-Gilead during the reign of Saul?
1 Sam.11:1
A. Ammonites
B. Hittites
C. Moabites
D. Edomites

11. What did Jonathan eat, despite Saul telling his troops that
they were not to eat it until they were victorious?
1 Sam.14:24-27
A. Milk
B. Lamb
C. Honey
D. Bread

12. What job did David first do for Saul? 1 Sam.16:23
A. Gardener
B. Chef
C. Shepherd
D. Musician

13. How many shekels of brass did Goliath’s coat of armor weigh?
1 Sam.17:5 (at least 125 lbs)
A. 1000
B. 2000
C. 3000
D. 5000

3. How did Eli die? 1 Sam.4:18
A. He was shot by an arrow
B. He was poisoned
C. He died in his sleep
D. He fell off his seat

6. How was the Ark returned? 1 Sam.6:10-12
A. It was sent down the river in a boat
B. The Philistines carried it by hand
C. It was carried on a cart pulled by cows
D. It was strapped to a chariot and pushed
down a hill

9. Which animals did Saul’s father tell him to search for? 1
Sam.9:3
A. Donkeys
B. Pigs
C. Sheep
D. Horses

14. Complete the quote: “Saul has slain his thousands, but David
his ___.” 1 Sam.18:7
A. Ten thousands
B. Millions
C. Hundreds of thousands D. Hundreds

15. What did Michal place in David’s bed to trick Saul’s
messengers into believing David was ill? 1 Sam.19:13
A. A pig
B. An image
C. Feathers
D. Sacks of potatoes

16. What did David do when he visited King Achish in Gath?
1 Sam.21:10-15
A. He pretended to be insane
B. He gave the king a gift
C. He offered him his friendship
D. He killed the king

17. Where did David cut off the corner of Saul’s cloak?
1 Sam.24:3,4
B. In a forest
A. In a cave
D. Under a tamerisk tree
C. By a river

18. Where was Saul’s final battle? 1 Sam.31:1
A. Mount Moriah
B. Mount Hermon
D. Mount Gilboa
C. Mount of Olives
Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

Glad Tidings

DECEMBER 2013

MISSION FINANCES
Harvey VanEgdom

Dear Mission Friends,
With humble thanks to our God, we can report that the General Mission Fund
balance for the fiscal year ending July 31, 2013 was $17,012. This was very
encouraging to see after a difficult year of managing cash flow. Several
larger donations were received from the HRC congregations in June and July,
which made up for previous months of low funds received. The Finance
Committee would like to extend a sincere thank-you to all who felt obligated
and were able to provide a monetary contribution at a time of great need.
However, since the total budget amount planned for the previous fiscal year
was not achieved, it became necessary to reduce the new 2013 fiscal year
annual budget by $64,827. In doing so, the cost to support work on some
special projects was cut.
The financial update below is for the first two months of the new fiscal year
ending Sept. 30, 2013. The General Mission Fund was off to another slow start
this year with a balance of - $13,077 (shortfall). Please consider the importance of frequent donations to cover the repeat monthly expenses, enabling
this mission work to continue. Let us always remember the ongoing needs of
our dear missionaries and their families. They need our thoughts, prayers
and support every day. We go forward in faith, leaning on our great God to
provide the means and to bless this special work in Africa to His glory.
HRC General Mission Fund
2013 / 2014 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/13 - 9/30/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
Word & Deed (transfer in)
* Gift to Haiti
Total Income

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - Loss/(Gain)
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Sumba Ministry & MAF Ministry
Emergency Fund
Fund Raising Expenses
Total Expenses

$

$

$

$

9,241
196
9,437

102
2,470
3,906
14,273
1,765
22,514

Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
$ (13,077)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

$

$

$

58,912
4,000
62,912

183
667
3,769
167
46,544
667
4,000
1,500
417
3,333
1,667
62,912

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2013 / 2014 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/13 - 9/30/13
Year to Date
Year to Date
Actual
Budget

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations

Total Income

$

3,985
-

$

13,433
-

$

28
13,405

3,985

$

Total Expenses (including * items)
$
5,899
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ (1,915)
Notes: All funds reported in US Dollars
* These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
Outreach Ministers Support
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$

$

$

38
5,861

13,433

13,433

$

Variance
+ / (-)

$

(53,475)

$

(40,398)

$

$

Variance
+ / (-)

$

(9,449)

$

(7,534)

$

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Sarsih Kegel – December 16
• Wilhelmina Krul Birthday – December 27
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
• Micah DeVries Birthday – February 8, 2013
• Mirjam & Rev. Cees Molenaar Anniversary – February 10
• Justin Krul Birthday – February 28, 2012
• Mirjam Molenaar Birthday – March 4

CONTACT INFORMATION

DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com Mobile: 27 79 933 9884
Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort, Pretoria, South Africa, 0035.
Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119,
Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA, Email: jwkrul@gmail.com
Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort, Pretoria, South Africa, 0035.
Cell: 27 83 657 4980.
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Logos Ministries, P.O. Box 3337 Lilongwe, Malawi
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor
NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211 9875 (if access is
available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O. Box 298,
Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com
Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.

Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA

Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Anywhere with Jesus

Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go,
Anywhere He leads me in this world below;
Anywhere without Him dearest joys would fade;
Anywhere with Jesus I am not afraid.

Anywhere with Jesus I need fear no ill,
Though temptations gather round my pathway still;
He Himself was tempted that He might help me;
Anywhere with Jesus I may victor be.
Anywhere with Jesus I am not alone;
Other friends may fail me, He is still my own;
Though His hand may lead me over drearest ways,
Anywhere with Jesus is a house of praise.
Anywhere with Jesus, over land and sea,
Telling souls in darkness of salvation free;
Ready as He summons me to go or stay,
Anywhere with Jesus when He points the way.

Anywhere with Jesus I can go to sleep,
When the darkening shadows round about me creep,
Knowing I shall waken nevermore to roam;
Anywhere with Jesus will be home, sweet home.
Anywhere, anywhere! Fear I cannot know;
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go.

Jessie B. Pounds
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