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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation alone
in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might be
reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Obed and Moses Molenaar in a maize field
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MEDITATION

What Hinders Me?
Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven

EDITORIAL

In Acts 8:26-40, we find a living example of the
Great Commission (Matt. 28:19) being fulfilled,
where Philip teaches and baptizes the Ethiopian
eunuch. Philip the evangelist is commanded to
go down a desert road. He comes upon an
unlikely candidate, an Ethiopian eunuch, a proselyte barred from the presence of God (Deut.
23:1). How many of us would obey the command
of God like Philip did to go and evangelize in unlikely places to
unlikely people? Philip obeys and comes upon the eunuch, riding
in a chariot returning to Ethiopia. The eunuch is reading the scroll
of Isaiah, from what we know as Isaiah 53:7-8, describing Christ
as the Lamb who was slain for the sin of the world.
The eunuch is perplexed. In verse 31, he confesses his ignorance
in regard to the Scriptures and asks Philip to help him. In verse 34,
the eunuch asks if the prophet is speaking of himself or of
another man. Philip responds to these questions by preaching the
good news of Jesus. He evangelized the eunuch preaching unto
him Jesus. That is our task.
There are thousands and millions who are walking in
ignorance. They live under our own roof, work in the same
building, sit beside your office cubicle, attend the same school or
church, and live in the same neighborhood. If the Scriptures have
been unlocked for you through the gracious work of God, then
your great duty is to preach Jesus to those who do not know Him.
We are not called to preach a complex web of doctrine. That has
its place in the life of discipleship, but in order to make disciples,
we see that the Lord is pleased to use the name of Jesus to expand
His kingdom. When sinners see their great need of Him and see
His glory and suitability, the Holy Spirit uses that to draw them to
Himself. This is a great encouragement. We have the surest foundation for doing evangelism – the eternal Word of God which
always points to Jesus. And we should not expect a complete
knowledge of all the doctrines that we profess when a person is
converted and comes to faith.
As Philip preaches the gospel to the eunuch, the eunuch asks,
“What hinders me to be baptized?” Philip then draws out this
confession, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” This is
a simple, yet profound confession on the part of the eunuch. He
confesses that Jesus is the Savior, the Lord who saves. He confesses that Jesus is the Anointed One sent by God. He confesses the
divinity of Christ as the Son of God. What this tells us is that the
eunuch embraced Christ as Savior by faith (cf. Rom. 10:9-10). The
eunuch is then baptized, symbolizing his death to sin and new life
in Christ (Rom. 6:4), and the forgiveness of his sins (Luke 3:3). The
eunuch comes out of the water and returns to Ethiopia rejoicing.
No doubt he returns preaching the same Jesus who has just saved
him. Philip goes on to Azotus and Caesarea continuing to preach
Jesus. How will you fulfill the Great Commission?
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Sinners in Need of a Savior
Jake Sinke

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest not. Jeremiah 33:3

Dear Mission Family,
The Prophet Jeremiah encountered incredible
challenges in his life! He was despised and persecuted by his own people, and yet showed
great compassion to those whom he was called
to preach to. He followed up on the harsh
prophesies that he brought with tears and
prayers to His Father in heaven. What grace our Lord shows with
this open throne of grace where we may bring our needs,
knowing that our Father in heaven will hear our prayer for Jesus
sake.
Our Lord has answered prayer and inclined many hearts to
support our mission endeavors! Several times in the past we had
to inform you, our mission family, that the mission funds were
low. Prayers were raised and we are humbled by the generous
hearts that were inclined to give, so that we may now be able to
send out quarterly remunerations again. Indeed our Lord has
answered prayer and shown us that He will answer and show
great and mighty things, as He revealed to Jeremiah in prison.
We are also humbled and grateful that we may report that all
our mission families and workers are faring well. The articles in
this issue of Glad Tidings will update you on the work in Malawi
and South Africa as well as in Indonesia and Haiti. Please pray
for all mission work, looking to the God of Jeremiah, who is the
only God who can and will answer as He has promised in Jer. 33:
3; “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and
mighty things, which thou knowest not”.
It is also with joy and gratitude that we may share with you
that Word & Deed Ministries has accepted Jane Korevaar’s work
as a project. With this change, Jane’s stipend will be administered
through the Word & Deed office, with oversight remaining with
the Bradford consistory and a link to the Mission Committee
through her Missionary Liaison Committee. Please continue to
support this growing project with your prayers and gifts.
Dear friends, do you see the last words of Jer. 33:3? Our Lord
promises that He will show us great and mighty things, and then
adds, “which thou knowest not”. We have a God who can and
will do exceedingly above what we can ask or think! Please continue to pray for the open doors our Lord has set before us, for
the partnerships with Word & Deed, Mukhanyo College, Logos
Ministries and others. Pray for the work of the Holy Spirit to
open hearts and minds, to convict and convert sinners, and to
strengthen God’s Church through the knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke
Our Lord has answered prayer and inclined many hearts to
support our mission endeavors!
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI Rejoice in the Lord Always
Jason and Will Krul

As time goes on, Jason’s primary role with Mission Aviation
Fellowship (MAF) in Haiti continues as a first line pilot: flying
missionaries and work teams, providing medical evacuation
flights and transporting medical supplies, Bibles, mail and much,
much more to those living in hard-to-reach places. Just in the past
year Jason flew over 87,000 lbs of cargo, and 2,000 passengers.
One example of how MAF is facilitating the work of missions
is when Jason flew a pastor into a hard-to-reach village in the
mountains of southern Haiti and then accompanied him as he
brought God’s Word in the Creole language. More than 400 people attended the service in this particular area that had long been
under Satan’s dominion with the widespread practice of Voodoo.
In addition to flying with MAF, we have been able to facilitate
work teams in order to work alongside the Haitian people to
build homes, latrines, wells and irrigation systems for farmers.
The teams also share God’s words through Vacation Bible School,
sharing and singing at worship services, and distributing Creole
Bibles to those who have none.
Besides tending to our growing family, I continue to be
involved in the lives of the local people who live around us,
having many opportunities to help them both physically and
spiritually.
God has taught us many things during the past five and a half
years as we daily face the challenges, trials and difficulties of living in a third world country. Romans 8:18 says For I reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. 2 Corinthians 4:17 tells us For our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; Colossians 3:2 instructs us to
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 1
Thessalonians 5:16-18 reminds us to Rejoice evermore. Pray without
ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you. And Philippians 4:4 repeats, Rejoice in the
Lord, always: and again I say, Rejoice.
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Village school children warmly welcome the airplane as it
brings in Christian literature and school supplies for a
local mission school

INDONESIA – Sumba Update
Bill Sommer

David says: “The Lord is good and doeth good.” Psalm 119:68. We
may experience this in Sumba year after year. God again spared
us, except Yandrus, who died in the past year, and Christina lost
their premature baby, which was a great trial to them.
This past January we were gladdened with the coming of Rev.
Samuel; he has been very well received, also in the local churches.
Now we are able to visit the villages further away, sharing the
workload with the minister from the Gerega Kristen Sumba (GKS).
We pray that the Lord will bless the labor of Rev. Samuel to the
conversion of many and to the honor and glory of God. This is
especially an encouragement for us, for when we came to
Tanambanas an old elder asked us, “Do you know where you are
now? This place is the devils’ place.” I often have to think of this
when I see the many children who come to Sunday school and
church. Rev. Samuel started Catechism classes on Wednesday
evening. Since we came here four more churches were started. Our
prayer is that not only outward blessings are seen, but that also the
heathen practices and fears may be replaced by the fear of God.
Gerrit, our teacher from Holland, is ill in the hospital at the
moment. They are doing tests to see what ails him. We are blessed
to have him stay to teach in the school. As well, Raymond, the new
teacher from Medan, is a welcome addition to our staff.
The new library is finished. It has ample room for the twelve
computer desks in the middle, book shelves along the walls, tables
for reading and a section with carpets where the students like to
sit for story-telling time.
The government supplied the funds to build the library and
also sent sports equipment, tennis tables, etc. We don’t have a
gym, but the equipment can be set up in the large school hall.
Officials also promised to send another supply of books.
The students of the Teeterville public school held a fundraiser
for the Children’s Home. They collected many school supplies,
antibiotic cream and eye drops, toothbrushes, etc. plus sent money
from their piggybanks.
The grandchildren of Bill and Margareth Boesterd donated
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their Christmas money to buy uniforms for the higher grades. It is
so encouraging to see that young people care for those less
fortunate.
Some time ago a girl, Tirah, fled to the Children’s Home. She
was caught by some men and locked up, but she managed to
escape to the Home and is now safe and one of the staff. May the
Lord remember us all.

Donated uniforms

Library interior
Martina and her husband
Twins – Martina
and Martinus

MALAWI - Update

Cees & Mirjam Molenaar

Logos & African Bible College (ABC)
The opportunities for the theological development of church
leaders in Malawi are exciting and expanding. Both at Logos and
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ABC, new developments are taking place. In 2013, for the first
time, Logos is now offering a structured training program to
pastors from various denominations. So we now have a basic
course which was offered last year and this year have added an
advanced level course. This was well received, and in answer to
the need for more in-depth teaching, In February, we started with
about 30 participants. Over the course of the year, we will
introduce pastors to Old and New Testament exegesis,
systematic theology, and practical subjects such as preaching,
church leadership, counseling, evangelism, and diaconal
ministry.
For an example, one of our new students is a trained schoolteacher, who retired early to answer God’s call to serve him full
time. His mature faith and education in general soon made him
senior pastor and chairman of the ‘classis’ of his denomination.
During the interview he explained his motivation: “I need to
understand the Bible better; how else can I lead my people? What
I need is to be equipped in preaching and evangelism and how to
build up the church. It’s not about the paper, it’s about being
changed.”
At ABC, I am teaching a course, Theology in African Context,
in the Master’s program this semester whereas in the last
semesters I taught in the Bachelor program. This has been my
most challenging teaching experience so far. Personally, we have
been learning about this context for the last eight years, but this
time I also dug into the more academic fields of African philosophy and contextual theologies. It certainly is one subject taken
into different directions: for decades theologians have been
susceptible to teaching completely out of context, followed by
responses to the extremes of syncretism. The students not only
had the advantage of hands-on knowledge of the subject; we also
had to circumnavigate some old landmines: what to think about
the impact of colonialism, the continuing pressure to accept the
Western worldview and educational philosophies, and the struggle to develop an independent African identity. Our main aim
with the course is to apply biblical truths to the reality of both
spiritual and practical life in Africa, to address matter relevant to
the church here, and to speak in terms that make sense.
At ABC, I have been asked to take more responsibility for the
continuation of the Masters of Christian Leadership and also to
develop the Masters of Pastoral Leadership program in parallel
to it. It is clear that we continue to enjoy serving the Lord here in
theological training, and that the limit to opportunities is not yet
reached. (Cees)
Family
We started the New Year as a family in Liwonde National
Park, being the only human ‘residents’ there. Surrounded by
countless African birds, insects, reptiles and mammals, we slept
under a grass roof, used the open-air bathrooms and cooked our
meal on a wood fire. The last two activities were a bit challenging
since we were right in the middle of the rainy season. We also
enjoyed hiking in the mountains and were once again in awe of
God’s greatness and majesty.
Back home meant back to work for all of us. The kids are
doing really well in school; they received report cards with

Glad Tidings

3

mostly O’s for their outstanding work. The challenge is to be challenged enough, especially for Joas. I substitute regularly at school
and recently taught Rhoda’s class for 12 days. Obed and Moses
are both busy learning how to read and are making good
progress. A whole new world is opening up to them. They love
the blessings that come with the rainy season like playing with
mud and all the interesting creatures that suddenly appear in all
different shapes and sizes: snails, tortoises, caterpillars,
millipedes, hedgehogs, snakes and skinks.

Joas loves hiking. He would go to the summit with a local boy;
leaving us behind...this waterfall is at Zomba plateau.

Rhoda doing some vegetable shopping at the local market.
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Cees and Mirjam, on our way to the mountains. Malawi is a
different country in the rainy season: so Green!

Children’s Ministry
We finished teaching on the life of the Lord Jesus and then, at
Christmas, celebrated His coming into the world as a baby. At the
beginning of this New Year we started with the Beginnings again.
Most kids are able to memorize the first verses of the Bible now. It
is a joy to see how eager these kids are to learn more about their
Creator. The chief of the village has been observing us and really
appreciates what we do for the people of his community, even
though he is not a Christian. He has offered us some land to build
a proper facility. He realizes that if we would have a better facility
we could expand our ministry much more, and I tell you, it is quite
a struggle in the mud under the tree. We envision a Christian preschool and speed-school (for the older kids who never went to
school to catch up quickly so that they can enter school in their
appropriate grades) besides space for the literacy classes for
women and Children’s Bible Clubs we are doing. Please, pray
with us for this matter and for the chief who has been sick often,
causing the process of land and building acquisition to slow
down. May God’s will be done, and many lives be touched by the
Gospel in this needy community! (Mirjam)

SOUTH AFRICA
– Our Ministry in South Africa
Dr. Brian DeVries

The Lord has called us to minister in South Africa, a beautiful
country with an amazing diversity of people and enormous
opportunities for service in Christ’s kingdom. My wife Lanae and
I have been serving here for several years now, she since visiting
as a volunteer nurse in 2008 and me for almost nine years. Our
ministry here – though rather varied – can be loosely grouped
under the following three headings. This article is an update on
the ministry activities in each of these areas.

Annlin Reformed Church Plant
We are thankful for the opportunity to serve in another church
planting ministry. Though still small in number, we are working
with a wonderful core group of committed people. The Steering
Committee and Women’s Bible Study group seem to have become
the center of this work.
The Steering Committee consists of five men from the church
plant and me as the English minister, together with the two
Afrikaans ministers of the mother church. We meet every third
week for Bible study, prayer, and business matters related to the
church plant. Two of the men, Jacques Schoeman and Kidane
Tesfai, are students at Mukhanyo Theological College. The
Women’s Bible Study meets bi-weekly for study and fellowship.
Lanae facilitates the study of eight women with support from Dori
Schoeman and Jacomien Zwemstra, the wife of one of the
Afrikaans ministers.
God has brought together these gifted Christians, and we share
a common vision for an established English-speaking Reformed
Church in the northern suburbs of Pretoria. There are a few
English church plants in other parts of Pretoria (Rietvallei in the
southeast, Sunnyside near the city center, and a new work just
started in Centurion to the south of Pretoria). However, there is
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not a single English-speaking Reformed church to the north of the
city, which is a rapidly growing multiethnic area that is
increasingly becoming more English.
We are thankful for the regular visitors who worship with us
and pray the Lord will lead many of them to join the church. We
have recently started a Sunday evening meeting and are encouraging all members to be part of at least one Bible study group.
Please pray that the Lord will bless the weekly preaching of His
Word as well as the membership class, Bible studies, and other
ministries of the church plant.

Mukhanyo has hosted a consultation of Bible schools and related
organizations. Last year we enjoyed fellowship with more than 60
participants from about 25 such organizations. This year’s theme
is Christian Leadership for Bible Education in Southern Africa.
Pray that this partnership in the gospel yields a greater cooperation as we all work to equip faithful men who can train others.

Mukhanyo’s Executive Committee

Annlin Church Plant Steering Committee

Mukhanyo Theological College
Much has been written about Mukhanyo in past issues and
more information can be found at www.mukhanyo.co.za with the
linked social media sites. So let me only highlight a few vital areas
where we have enjoyed recent development: our team, our
programs, and the wider ministry network.
I am especially thankful for Mukhanyo’s growing team of
gifted people. God has brought together a wonderful group of
committed people – most in the last five years – to serve in different capacities at Mukhanyo. We now have a great executive team:
Rev. Isaac Maleke our Dean of Students, Dr. Hannes Breytenbach
our Academic Dean, and Mr. Johan vanStaden our Operations
Manager. These men assist me in leading every aspect of the
college’s ministry. Mr. Ryan Mitchell has recently joined the
college as our Academic Registrar; he is a South African who just
completed his theological studies in North America. We are also
thankful for our senior lecturers: Dr. Arthur Miskin, Rev. Ronald
Munyithya, and Dr. Brian Wingard, together with the entire
faculty.
The various ministry programs at Mukhanyo include our
campus-based theological training, the Teachers Continuing
Education program managed by Mrs. Henria Stolper, and the
Distance education program managed by Ms. Jane Korevaar. We
have regularly engaged in strategic planning to brainstorm ways
to improve each of the ministry programs in order to more
effectively use the resources we have been given. Please pray with
us as we explore further ways to expand the teacher education
program and for the continued development of the distance
education program.
We are also grateful for the growing cooperation among
Reformed Bible schools in southern Africa. For the last three years,
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Annual Staff Fellowship

Mukhanyo Bible School Consultation

Our Family Ministry
Our family is the third major area of our ministry. The Lord
called me to serve in Africa at Mukhanyo and in several church
plants. We feel strongly that our family is also an important
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ministry since we desire to give faithful witness to Christ in this
way as well, and we long by God’s grace to raise kingdom
workers. That is surely not to say we have arrived or have the
answer to perfect parenting! Rather, we are praying each day for
wisdom to raise these children – sinful by nature and within a
sinful world – to demonstrate the grace of Christ as much and as
consistently as possible.
We celebrated Micah’s first birthday in February – he is our
sweet boy with boundless curiosity. It is a joy to see him explore
his little world and develop in every way. Truly we are fearfully
and wonderfully made, and that by the most-intelligent Designer
who is also our Father in Christ! Krista will be three years old in
May. She is a restless bundle of energy and another source of
much joy. It is still early, but we are exploring the options here in
Africa for Christian schooling or home schooling.
Please pray with us for each of these ministry areas. Pray that
the Lord will add to the church plant those whom He desires will
be saved and join our Christian fellowship. Pray for the extensive
ministry of Mukhanyo Theological College, and that I will be
given the necessary grace each day to lead this expanding ministry. Please especially pray that we all with our families will
become better witnesses of Christ’s grace at work in sinful hearts
and within a sinful world.
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SOUTH AFRICA – Mukhanyo
Distance Journeys
Jane Korevaar

Travelling is important for the promotion of the Mukhanyo
Distance program. Some journeys are short and others are a great
distance, as it is in our day-to-day sojourn of Christian life. As we
travel we are to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ 2 Peter 3:18.

Giyani
On January 25 it was a journey of 5 hours of driving to Giyani
(to the north of South Africa) through cultivated areas of corn
fields, mango trees, avocadoes, litchis, cotton, tobacco and t
omatoes and also through some beautiful mountainous areas with
several dams. What great gifts our Lord and Creator provides for
us! While waiting a few minutes to meet the pastor in a shopping
centre, I talked to a couple of other men. The one man has since
come to the college to find out where the nearest Distance group
is that he can start in. The presentation was received very quietly
and then Pastor Eric Mabasa indicated that he would gladly find
15-20 students.

Upington
The following Friday, January 31, the journey was through
much rain to Kuruman, the home and mission of Robert Moffat,
whose eldest daughter Mary married David Livingstone.
Saturday morning continued the journey to Upington, seeing
sunflower fields and thriving corn and potato fields as well as
vineyards. Then also travelled through some desert area and
passed by several iron ore mines. In Upington, 15 people were in
the meeting from a diverse variety of church denominations but
all were very eager to study. Upington is known for being very
warm. This day it was over 40 degrees Celsius (the meeting organiser Peter mentioned that they frequently sleep outside at night.)
One man named Theo attended as he was hoping to do his
Master’s degree through Distance, but while watching the presentation he found this program is not available so then stood to say
since the Lord directed him here he would like to be one of the
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Distance Tutors for the group studying at diploma level. After
saying our farewells, then started the 9-hour drive back to
Pretoria. The rain continued in some areas and when reaching
Delareyville, the streets were filled with water; in other areas we
saw people trying to walk through thigh-high levels of water.
Driving further through more rain and at times thunder and
lightning, could see the Lord continues to call and show Who is
Lord and King of this world.

Majakaneng
Forty-five minutes from Pretoria, next to Hartbeespoortdam,
is a village called Majakaneng. The Pastor of the Reformed
Church in Harbeespoort met up (coincidentally, one said – rather
this would be God’s majestic plan) with Pastor William who
recently started a church plant in Majakaneng although he had
little formal training. After the presentation was over, I drove
Joseph to Pretoria to catch a taxi to travel further. He is the man
in the pink shirt below and mentioned that during door-to-door
evangelism they speak to many people from Zion Christian
Church (ZCC) which is not Christian at all. The people in this
village live in fear of their leaders as well as the snake sacrifices
and the various other forms of sacrifice. As we drove past a sign
indicating live chickens were for sale, Joseph said they need the
chicken blood for sacrifices. So he is looking forward to learning
how to better explain, when doing evangelism, that Jesus Christ
is our ultimate sacrifice.

Pastor William is the man holding the DVD package and Rev.
Christo van Vuuren may possibly be the tutor of this group.

The man in the black shirt is 68 years old and has been a
pastor for over 10 years. He wondered if he was too old to
study. But he is most encouraged that he can be admitted to
the program as he would like to know more about the Bible.
Pastor Joey Luvuno is the man in the orange shirt that
plans to be the tutor.
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Kampala, Kentani, Matatiele and other Sites
New groups have started in Kampala, Uganda and also in
Kentani, Eastern Cape. One of the part-time lecturers went to
Zimbabwe and spoke to three different groups of people with the
possibility of a Mukhanyo Distance group starting in each place.
The facilitator of the distance group in Port Shepstone and
Munster is now planning to start another group in Matatiele after
hearing I had an inquiry from a potential student there.
Inquiries have also come from the country of Lesotho,
Nairobi, Kenya, two other locations in Kampala, Uganda, and
Malawi, plus several contacts during the Grace Ministers
Conference as well as the African Pastors Conferences in Tembisa
and Mamelodi.
Cost of Living Support
I feel great humbleness, sincere happiness and acknowledgement to the Lord for answering prayer, exceeding abundantly
beyond what I even asked or thought, when Word & Deed
emailed to advise that they had decided to supplement the
support for my cost of living. All funds sent and earmarked to the
Heritage Reformed Mission for my cost of living will be
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forwarded to Word & Deed so that I will receive all funding from
one source. My oversight continues with my Heritage Mission
Liaison Committee with John Beeke as chairperson, Rev. Don
Overbeek and Rick Fintelman and my home church consistory of
Bradford, Ontario. Thanks and appreciation for your coveted
prayers and financial gifts.

So what blessings and bounty were received from the Lord for
these journeys with extensive travelling mercies as well as the
growth of the Mukhanyo Distance program! It is so amazing to
watch how the Lord has prepared the way with hearts seeking and
willing to know more of Jesus Christ. Please pray for the
upcoming journeys to Vereeniging and Katlehong. Also pray so all
involved in this program and that we together may grow in grace
and knowledge and bring glory and honour to the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.

SOUTH AFRICA – Involved in the
Work of the Lord
Dr. Sonja Miskin

Our lives have been marked by many changes over the last six
months and as unwelcome as these may be; it is a fact of life in this
fallen world. Changes have occurred at work, home, and in the
lives of our children. We hope to update you on our ongoing work
at Mukhanyo Theological College, Tshwane Reformed Church
and at Nakekela Clinic and so share God’s faithfulness in
upholding and strengthening us in His service.
As we write this, we are living in our new home, situated on a
farm half an hour outside of Pretoria, and so closer to KwaNdebele
where we work during the week. Instead of cars, trucks, and
traffic, we now listen to joyful bird songs and peaceful bushveld
sounds. We have downsized to a single bedroom house, and our
children are living independently in Pretoria city. We are very
grateful to the Lord for His bountiful provision for each one of us
in granting everyone what we stand in need of.
It is with much gladness that we announce that both Gordon
and Scarlett are engaged to be married later this year! With two
weddings to plan, this year promises to be very busy and enjoyable. Morgan is continuing with her second year of Educational
studies, and performing very well. All of our children and
prospective children are serving the Lord in their different spheres
of work, which is a great blessing to us and a testimony to God’s
covenant faithfulness.
The work at Mukhanyo Theological College is ever increasing,
as the Lord sees fit to add men for Gospel ministry in South Africa.
Student numbers are up and more mature men have enrolled for
training. Arthur’s responsibilities include teaching Biblical
Interpretation to the Diploma class, Practical Preaching to the
Bachelor of Theology class, and Biblical Theology to the
Postgraduate Honours class. This teaching and preparation for the
classes takes up most of his week, but he thoroughly enjoys it. A
very good relationship has developed between him and his
students over the years and it is a joyful and humbling experience
to see men grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. These
men are a testimony to the Lord’s continuing faithfulness in
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providing servants to proclaim His Word in our part of Africa.
This has been a year of new beginnings at Nakekela also. We
started in January by opening and using our new building
addition, for which we gratefully thank Word & Deed who provided the funding. Thanks to the addition of two new rooms, we
can now accommodate up to twenty in-patients, instead of
twelve. As a result, our work load has also been multiplied and
we are praying for suitable staff members to be added. We were
able to furnish and decorate our new patient rooms and lounge
with a donation from the Sydney Reformed Church in Australia.
This is important to mention because the beautiful surroundings
positively influence the morale of our patients. We would also
like to especially thank the Grand Rapids Church and Side-bySide ministry of Chilliwack for their generous donations toward
the end of 2013. We have used these to provide a full-time Biblical
Counsellor, Letty Tjiane, for our staff, patients, and needy
individuals from the community for the duration of 2014. She is a
recent graduate from Mukhanyo College and has much
experience in counselling individuals in impoverished and
marginalised settings, and we understand her to be a direct
answer to our prayers regarding the ever expanding service we
provide, free of charge, to a community suffering the ravages of
sin, sickness and poverty.

Nakekela Staff
The work at Tshwane Reformed Church is also ongoing and
encouraging. Six new members from the Confession of Faith
Class were recently added to our number as the Lord has seen fit
to bless us with lovely serious young adults. We have seen a
renewed commitment in the attendance of children to the
Catechism classes, which is also encouraging and an answer to
ongoing prayer. The adult Bible Classes, which run concurrently
with the Catechism classes, are also well attended. Our evening
service is growing, with regular and visiting people. We thank the
Lord for this, as many churches in Pretoria are ceasing to meet in
the evenings. Our young adults and post-Confession group has
started a Bible study, and some of our older members do a regular book study of Pilgrim’s Progress. We are glad with these
endeavours on behalf of the congregants to become more familiar
with God’s Word and His ways.
There are many small and large frustrations, disappointments,
and heartaches also involved in the work of the Lord. It often feels
as if we walk slowly against an intense headwind making very
little progress. We greatly value the prayers of God’s people without which we couldn’t
possibly carry on. We
are often aware of our
own limitations, both
physically and spiritually, and ask please that
we not be forgotten
because we are far
removed from our
beloved church family
in North America.
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Gratitude = Sharing with Others
the Good News
Rev. Mark Kelderman
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There is a wonderful history tucked away in the
book of second Kings. During the days of Elisha
there was such a famine in Samaria that to buy
pigeon droppings to eat cost their weight in silver.
This hunger was so severe that unnatural actions
were taking place. A woman in that city came crying
to the king because she and her neighbor had
agreed together to eat their sons and after they had
eaten her son, the other woman would not give her son to be eaten.
Indeed, these were extremely difficult times. Hunger drove the people to
extreme actions which were contrary to nature. At the same time there
were outside of the city four men who could not enter the city, even if
there had been a supply of food, because they were lepers. These men
knew that to enter the city would not help them, as there was no food
there. So they said among themselves, let us go to the camp of the enemy,
the Syrians, and if they give us food then we shall live, but if we stay
here we will die. So these men walked to the camp of the Syrians, but
when they got there, there was not an enemy in sight. God had caused
the enemies to hear such a sound that they all fled and left all their goods
behind. One can only imagine how these lepers felt; this whole tent city
was theirs. They went from tent to tent eating food and taking the goods
they found. They had found great riches. Then we read that they
stopped and turned to one another and said, “We do not well; this day
is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace.” So the men returned to
the city and told them all they had seen and learned. These men shared
the bounty they had discovered with those who would formerly have
had nothing to do with them because they were lepers; this is true gratitude.
As we reflect on this history we cannot but recognize that we too live
in a time of great poverty. Not outward poverty, but spiritual poverty.
We live in difficult times and the things we read about which are happening in our society are unnatural. Our neighbors all around us are crying out in great spiritual hunger and poverty. But there are those who
have been entrusted with great riches. If we, who are spiritual lepers,
have come to Jesus Christ, we have come to realize the riches that are
found in Him. It was not because we were better than others that we
have come to taste of the riches of Christ, but it was as sinners that we
came to God and were forgiven. Now if you have experienced this great
salvation and your spiritual hunger was satisfied with Christ, do you
think that you do well if you have never spoken to those who remain in
the city dying from hunger? Would God not be glorified if one leper’s
witness would lead another leper to turn to Christ alone? Is this not the
task we have before us as a people who confess the name of Christ?
Certainly we must say to one another in light of the great blessings we
have been given of God and the heritage which has been entrusted to us,
“We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our
peace.” While we continue to reach out to other nations and peoples
with the gospel, let us not forget the people in our own city and nation.
Let’s pray for revival and reformation in our own land but like these lepers, let’s also bring the message to those around us about the glorious
riches that are available for the spiritually poor and hungry soul.
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
Sunday School Outreach
Phil Bleeker

Every Sunday afternoon, our church basement here in Grand
Rapids teems with the sound of energetic children who’ve come
to attend Sunday school. The primary goal of this ministry is to
reach out to children from inner city families in the Grand Rapids
area. Our kids come from a wide variety of family and cultural
backgrounds. A typical day at Sunday School begins with volunteer drivers picking up children from various neighborhoods
around the city. Once they arrive at church, they head downstairs
and pick up a name tag at the front desk and head into what we
affectionately call “the big room”. When most of the kids have
arrived, we begin with about 15 minutes of singing children’s
religious songs and hymns. After singing, one of our volunteers
opens with a short devotional and prayer to introduce the lesson
of the day before the kids head to their classes. Our kids range in
age from 4-15 years old and are split into classes according to age.
We currently have about 10 classes serving a total of 50-60 kids
per week on average. The same Bible story is told in each class
every week, with the content and lessons drawn from that story
being tailored to each specific age level. We’re currently studying
the time of the Judges as we work our way chronologically
through the Bible. Please pray for God’s blessing on these weekly lessons out of His Word!
In addition to the Bible lessons on Sundays, we also seek to
build positive relationships with our kids through monthly
outings. Some recent outings include a trip to a local animal park,
and an afternoon at a farm where the kids got to go on a hayride.
Outings provide a unique opportunity to spend time with our
kids in a less formal setting. Many of these kids come from difficult family situations and crave positive attention from adults.
Please pray for all of our volunteers as they seek to be positive
influences and witnesses for Christ in these children’s lives.

Our volunteers helping some of our kids hold some little chicks
at the wild animal park we visited.
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Kids having some fun at our trip to a local farm

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Esther Beeke

The Other Side of the Wall: Exercising Discernment in
Helping the Poor
Gary Miller
As Christians, we understand that we are all expected
to be givers. Too often, though, we simply take the easy
route of tossing money at problems without taking
time to understand the underlying causes of poverty.
Our intentions may be ever so good, but sometimes
our "help" ends up harming the very people we are trying to help. How can this happen? In this book, author
Gary Miller continues his Kingdom-Focused Living series with a
thorough look at God-centered giving. He stresses Biblical
principles that apply to all Christians who want to reflect God's
heart in giving, whether by meeting financial needs in their local
community or by seeking to alleviate poverty abroad. The many
stories and real-life examples make this book easy and enjoyable
to read, but its message is profound and urgently needed.
Learning and applying these principles truly has the potential to
changes lives - first our own, and then the people God calls to
share with. (248 pages, PB, Christian Aid Ministries) $13.99|$10.50
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What is Mercy Ministry?
Philip G. Ryken and Noah J. Toly
Mercy ministry isn't a new concept. It's an integral
outworking of your faith that is essential to your life
as a Christian. But what does it look like? Where
does it begin? Mercy ministry begins with recognition of suffering and continues with gratitude and
love. Here Ryken and Toly take an incisive look at
mercy ministry, exploring its necessity, theological
roots, and legacy in the church throughout history. They provide
insights on starting in mercy ministry both as an individual and
as a church. Examples and tips help you to imitate Christ in practical, far-reaching ways that testify to his love. (38 pages, PB, P&R
Publishing) $5.00|$3.75
"This is the best brief description of the church's ministry of
mercy that I know. The authors lay a concise but rich theological
foundation for it, sketch some of its historic forms, and give good
practical principles and examples to enable local congregations to
get moving. I highly recommend it." - Tim Keller, Redeemer
Presbyterian Church
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagbooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dear young friends,
We hope you are doing well and that you will enjoy the beautiful
spring season. The change from winter to spring can be an
exciting time of year as each change of season can be. It can be
encouraging or uplifting to see the revived trees, the green grass,
and the growing flowers. Everywhere you look can seem brighter
and this can also make us more cheerful! To God be the glory for
all this, but also for all the opportunities that He gives for us to be
a blessing to others whether it be by word or deed, in Mexico, in
our community, at school, or at home. Let us also, however,
express thankfulness for when others help “us,” and let us be
willing to listen and learn as well when others speak to “us,”
especially when it is about the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of
God.
Greetings from Pastor Marty & Jess Slingerland
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Serving God in Agua Prieta, Mexico - Julia DeHaan
A mission trip is “an organized effort for the propagation of the
Christian faith.” How true this was for our trip to Agua Prieta,
a beautiful and an incredible means of evangelism. Our group
consisted of six (Kerri-ann Brouwer, Josh, Rosalyn, & Julia
DeHaan, and Moises & Misael Valdez) from Jordan HRC. We
were extremely privileged to travel to Agua Prieta, Mexico from
December 24, 2013 till January 3, 2014 and help Rosemary
Townsend and John Verwys at the mission.
Our prayer as we began this trip was to be a blessing, but we
quickly realized that we ourselves were being so incredibly
blessed. We were able to distribute sandwiches, water and
Bibles to poor families, those walking on the street, and also to
sellers at the border. One man commented to us, “I always
wanted a Bible, but could never afford it and now you gave me
the three essentials in life: food, water and a Bible!” This was a
beautiful way to witness with God’s Holy Word.
During our stay, we built a house for a poor family, with the
help of several of our Mexican friends. We built the walls, put
up drywall, wiring and stucco, painted the inside, set up the
electrical wiring, and poured concrete. We spent time on the
house each day. As we handed the key over to the family, it was
touching as we saw how incredibly happy they were in receiving just a small house. We were again reminded of the material
blessings we take for granted while these people are genuinely
happy with so little! The girls also organized the mission center,
where clothes and supplies are held for those who are in need.
The precious Mexican children found a place in each of our
hearts. They loved seeing us and ran up to us often just to stay
near, wanting us to hold them. We were able to play soccer, skip
rope, play UNO, give many ‘capuches’ (piggy-back-rides) and
play ring-around-the-rosy with them. We could speak with
them through our ‘personal translators’, Moises and Misael,
who are fluent in Spanish.
Having the opportunity to go on this mission trip was very
special! It was such a blessing as we served our Lord by serving
the Mexican people. This trip showed us what a great God we
serve! He supplied all we needed and nothing could be done
without Him!
“O LORD, how great are thy works! And thy thoughts are very
deep.” (Psalm 92: 5)

The working crew along with John Verwys that built the house
Glad Tidings
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Our mission group with several family members for
who we built the house

The church families wanted a picture with our group
on the last day

Spending time with the people at the mission was a blessing!

Grand Rapids Youth Group and the Local Pregnancy Resource
Center – Mary VanRee
When it comes to making a difference in the fight against abortion,
a common statement among our teens is, "There's not much I can
do except pray."
Recently the Grand Rapids Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC)
sent an email to our church to share their dire need for diaper
donations. When the PRC counsels women against an abortion,
they make a promise to materially provide for that baby through
age 4. Then they let the needs be known to local churches, praying
God will work through us to meet those needs.
So, the challenge went out to the youth group and they brought
the staff at PRC to tears when we delivered our donation of 4,717
diapers! Only eternity will reveal how this selfless giving rescued
many lives and caused others to see the Body of Christ at work. It
was a great reminder to the youth, "Inasmuch as you have done it
unto the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me."

The Mexican children loved sitting on our laps especially
during the church services
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Our group hard at work constructing a wall for the house
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MISSION FINANCES
James VandenBrink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! The last six months shown in the financial report
reveal a humbling show of support for the work God has called us to do in His kingdom. On
behalf of the missionaries and the Mission Finance Committee, I thank you for your generous
support and continued prayer for this cause. Please continue to do so knowing that “the
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that He will send forth labourers into His harvest.”
As shown in the report, most line items are tracking very close to budget, for which we are
also thankful. We continue to try to balance the needs of our missionaries with that of
incoming support. It is therefore the first time, in a very long time, that we have been able to
send the wire payments to the missionaries in a full three month installment. This substantially reduces the banking charges and administration time.
The Mission Finance Committee (MFC) has also embarked on a process to improve the
visibility of the work that our missionaries are involved in. The plan consists largely of an
improved online presence through social media and a dedicated website. The opportunity to
donate online is also forthcoming. Look here in the coming months for updates.
Finally, I would like to introduce myself as the new “bookkeeper” for the MFC. I am a
member of the Jordan congregation; my wife Tammy and I have been blessed with two
children, a 2 year old son, and a one month old daughter. As a Certified Management
Accountant (CMA) I enjoy being able to serve in a capacity such as this and look forward to
being of service to God’s work in this way.
HRC General Mission Fund
2013 - 2014 FINANCIAL REPORT
For the Six Month Period from Aug. 1, 2013 to Jan. 31, 2014
Year to Date
Year to Date
Variance
Actual
Budget
+ / (-)

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
Word & Deed (transfer in)
* Individual Donations
* Donations for Mukhanyo Distance Learning
* Gift to Haiti
* Interest Income
Total Income

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - Loss/(Gain)
Glad Tidings - Publishing & Distribution
Administration
Mission Staff Related Support
North America Delegates Travel
Word & Deed (transfer out)
South Africa Mercy Ministry
Malawi Mercy Ministry
Emergency Fund
Fund Raising Expenses
* Mukhanyo Theological College
* Covenant College - Zambia
* Mukhanyo Distance Learning
* Nakekela Clinic
* Gift to Malawi Women & Children's Ministry
Total Expenses
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance YTD
Total General Mission Operating Fund Balance

$ 184,134
14,000
73,521
29,092
196
240
$ 301,184
$

$
$
$

630
3,106
3,906
1,145
138,007
1,765
14,000
92
6,624
10,000
25,896
5,460
460
211,090
90,093
162,467

$

$

$

$ 176,737
12,000

$

188,737

$

550
2,000
11,306
500
139,631
2,000
12,000
4,500
1,250
10,000
5,000

188,737

HRC Outreach Ministers Support Fund
2013 / 2014 FINANCIAL REPORT
For period 8/1/2013 - 01/31/2014
Year to Date
Year to Date
Budget
Actual

Income
HRC Church Group Donations
* Individual Donations

Total Income

$

14,630
7,441

$

40,300
-

$

$

$

112,447

(22,354)

Variance
+ / (-)

22,071

$

40,300

$

(18,229)

42,784
Total Expenses (including * items)
$
Surplus (Shortfall) in Fund Balance
$ (20,713)
Notes: * These items are not included in annual budget figures

$

40,300

$

2,484

Expenses
Bank Charges
Currency Exchange - (Gain)/Loss
Outreach Ministers Support
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$

$

$

181
42,603

$

85
40,215

$

SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS

Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Jason Krul Birthday – April 19
• Marion Sommer Birthday – April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer 55th Anniversary – May 9
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24, 2011
• Jane Korevaar Birthday – May 31
• Jayden Krul Birthday – June 6
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday – July 24

CONTACT INFORMATION

DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com Mobile: 27 79 933 9884
Fax: 27 86 696 0709, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Kegel, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort, Pretoria, South Africa, 0035.
Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119,
Fort Pierce FL, 34946, USA, Email: jwkrul@gmail.com
Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0035. Cell: 27 83 657 4980,
Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or agmiskin@gmail.com
Molenaar Family, Logos Ministries, P.O. Box 3337 Lilongwe, Malawi
Telephone: +2651761393 Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor
NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone 62 868 1211 9875 (if access is
available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O. Box 298,
Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com
Telephone 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE

Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

A Cry from Macedonia - Come and Help Us

There’s a cry from Macedonia—Come and help us;
The light of the Gospel bring, oh come!
Let us hear the joyful tidings of salvation,
We thirst for the living spring.
O ye heralds of the cross, be up and doing,
Remember the great command! away!
Go ye forth and preach the Word to ev’ry creature,
Proclaim it in ev’ry land.
They shall gather from the east, They shall gather from the west,
With the patriarchs of old; And the ransomed shall return
To the kingdoms of the blest, With their harps and crowns of gold.
Oh, how beautiful their feet upon the mountains,
The tidings of peace who bring, who bring,
To the nations of the earth who sit in darkness,
And tell them of Zion’s King:
Then, ye heralds of the cross, be up and doing,
Go work in your Master’s field, away!
Sound the trumpet! sound the trumpet of salvation!
The Lord is your Strength and Shield.
Let the distant isles be glad, Let them hail the Savior’s birth,
And the news of pardon free, Till the knowledge of the truth
Shall extend to all the earth, As the waters o’er the sea.

Ye’ve enlisted in the army of the faithful,
Like heroes the battle fight! away!
There are foes on every hand that will assail you,
Then gird on your armor bright;
With the banner of the cross unfurled before you,
The sword of the Spirit wield! away!
Ye shall conquer through His mercy Who hath loved you,
The Lord is your Strength and Shield.
Ye are marching to the land, Where the saints in glory stand,
And the just for joy shall sing: Ye by faith may bring it nigh;
Ye shall reach it by and by, And your shouts of triumph ring.
Fanny Crosby
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