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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Sumba, Indonesia

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://heritagereformed.com/resources

MEDITATION
Jesus’ Words of Healing
Tom Rose
Think about Jesus and the man who carried his
bed on the Sabbath. The sick, lame man was at
this special pool for 38 years, waiting to be
healed. This pool was where sick folk waited
for the moving of the water. When an angel
troubled the waters, the first person to step in
was healed. On His way to Jerusalem for a
feast, Jesus walked through the area of the pool
of Bethesda where He saw this man lying near the pool in a
helpless, needy condition.
Even now, Jesus sees each of us. Do you see your true needy
condition? If you are still an unbeliever, you have lived your
whole life in a sinful condition. Are you ignoring your sin, the
forgiveness of which is your ultimate need? Do you go on
thinking: someday I will seek God? The Lord asks us, as He asked
this man, “Do you want to be made whole?” What is your reply?
The man said, “Sir, I have no one to help me into the pool when
the water is troubled. While I am coming, another steps in before
me.” In essence, he was saying, “It’s not my fault! I can’t help it
that someone gets there first.”
Sadly, this lame man seemed to be used to his life. He says, “I’m
not fast enough.” He was not looking for Jesus. What about us?
Are we comfortable in our sin before God? Do we think, “I can’t
help it; if I’m chosen, then I am chosen. If not, what can I do about
it?” If we are honest with ourselves, we do not really want to be
saved; we like our sin. We, also, are not looking for Jesus. But what
happened? Jesus came and healed him immediately and wholly.
The man could walk and was cured! Jesus also looks for us and
asks, “Wilt thou be made whole?” When we hear His voice, do we
go to Him, or do we turn and hide as Adam did? Turn to Him and
live; Jesus is able to save us to the uttermost!
Jesus commanded the man to take up his bed and walk. He
obeyed, took his bed on his shoulder, and walked away. He did
not turn back and fall before Jesus but went to the Jews. Their
reaction teaches us another lesson. Did they say, “We are glad to
see you whole?” They ignore this miracle and tell him, “You can’t
carry your bed on the Sabbath!” How much their words are like
those who see one seeking Jesus and say, “Be certain it is real in
your heart!” “Don’t be deceived!” “It has to be God’s work, not
man’s work!”
“What you are doing is a sin!” Does the man listen to them, or
to Jesus? Jesus finds him in the temple and says, “Behold, you are
made whole; sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon thee.”
Jesus urges the man to turn from sin and turn to Him; if he did
not, those 38 years would be nothing compared to an eternity in
hell! Did the man know who Jesus was? Oh yes, he told the Jews
who had made him whole! We do not know the final heart of the
man. We do not know if he clung to Jesus or turned away to see
and hear him no more. Does his story end with “almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian?” As with those who profess faith
in Christ, only the Lord truly knows, and eternity will show.
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What of us? Have we been so close to God’s Word and way of
salvation for 38 years or more? Turn back, my friend! Don’t turn
away! Seek and find the Lord Jesus Christ! Only He can make us
whole! Then we will not lay in our helpless, sinful condition with
all the other sinners! Then we will leap and praise God, saying to
all that “Jesus hath made me whole”!

EDITORIAL
Prepare to Meet Thy God
Jake Sinke
Dear Mission Family,
“Prepare to meet Thy God, O Israel.” Amos
4:12b
The prophet Amos lived in a time from which
we can draw many parallels today! Israel as a
nation was prosperous; however, true worship
was scarce while there was much hypocritical
religion. They went through the motions that
gave a great sense of false security. The Lord used Amos to warn
the nation of impending judgement and ruin, if they did not
repent. Ruin and destruction did indeed come upon the nation of
Israel.
In Amos 4:12b, the prophet of God warns the nation of Israel
"prepare to meet thy God, O Israel." That message is the same today.
When we do mission work, we too must tell all who our Lord
places in our way that mankind must repent and believe, repent of
sin and believe that God is who He is; that He is true to His word,
and that He has sent the Lord Jesus Christ into the world to save
sinners. He is not willing that any should go lost but that ALL
should come to knowledge of sin and salvation.
Dear Friends, is this message different in a mission context than
at home? I think not! The call of Amos in his Old Testament setting
is as relevant today as it was then. The message is the same in
North America, Africa or any other place in the world: prepare to
meet thy God! There is not one person who will escape the fact that
he/she will meet their God! The question is: How shall we meet
Him? Covered in the blood of the Lamb who gave His life for a
ransom for many? Or coming in our own righteousness, which is
no righteousness at all!
We have a great privilege that at this time we still have an open
door whereby we may freely bring God's word without being
persecuted. However, many areas in the world are becoming more
and more hostile to the message of free grace. Even in our free
settings, there is opposition to the message of our Lord Jesus
Christ. But let us persevere, work while we have the opportunity
and sow the seed, leaving the outcome in the hands of our God
who can do exceeding abundantly above what we can ask or think
(Eph. 3:20). This is our hope and prayer as Mission Committee,
that the seed sown in Malawi and in South Africa, as well as
earlier in Bali and Zambia, may bear fruit and that in that day of
days, when He shall gather His church, also of those to whom we
had the privilege of bring the gospel will be of that number that
will praise and glorify God in all eternity!
We are grateful for your continued support, prayerfully and
financially. The changes to the Glad Tidings mailing list that we
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shared in our last issue have been implemented. You can access
our magazine and latest mission news electronically at the HRC
website http://heritagereformed.com/resources. Feedback and
suggestions are always welcome!
Dear Friends, it is essential that we, you and I, are prepared to
meet our God! Are you ready to meet Him? Amos 4:12b “Prepare
to meet Thy God, O Israel.”
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI – Future Plans
Jason and Will Krul
We want to begin by thanking you for your prayers and support
over the years that we have served with MAF in Haiti. We truly
serve a God of abundant provision!
Through you, God has enabled us to fill an important role in
Haiti through MAF. This past year alone I flew over 48,650 Miles,
77,000 pounds of cargo and relief supplies, and 1500 passengers
including many national pastors, teachers, and work teams!
Following the 2010 earthquake, which struck Haiti, and the
subsequent Cholera outbreak, MAF has been a key player in
providing relief supplies, medicine, food, and shelter.
Additionally, through the support of MAF as well as numerous
work teams, we have been able to build 77 homes for earthquake
victims!
As some of you may know, our second term with MAF is ending this summer. We are thankful to share that there have been
many positive changes in Haiti recently. We have witnessed both
improvements in Haiti's infrastructure, as well as the addition of
air ambulance helicopters.
Despite these improvements, Haiti still has many other
serious needs that include lack of food and clean drinking water,
lack of good medical and dental care and spiritual darkness due
to the influence of voodoo and witchcraft.
As we have been re-evaluating our role here, we have been
actively praying and seeking God's will on how to minister to the
needs of others most effectively. Over and above flying, our true
passion has been strengthening and enabling key mission
partners in Haiti by connecting them with individuals/groups in
North America thereby increasing their ministry effectiveness.
Proverbs 3:5-6 has been a great comfort and encouragement to
us during this time. Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not
on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him and he
will direct your paths.
How could we better utilize the skills God has given us to
serve others?
Well, in the last few months God has clearly opened doors for
us to work with a mission organization called Hungry for Life.
The role of this organization is to strengthen missions on the
ground to enable them to fulfill their mission more efficiently and
effectively.
They also facilitate relationships between groups and
churches and missions to help alleviate suffering in poor areas
and demonstrate God’s love through projects of compassion.
2

My role will initially be as a Missions Consultant, as well as
Project Manager for several of the field partners HFL works with
in Haiti. This will allow us to continue to build closer relationships
with the Mission partners we have been working with during our
time with MAF.
For this role, our family will transition to Chilliwack, BC,
where the Hungry for Life office is based. We will still be required
to raise support in this role, and we hope to meet with you and
share more details about our new role at the end of the summer
when we transition out of MAF and into HFL, God willing. We
appreciate your continued financial support with MAF until we
transition and hope that you will consider supporting our work
with Hungry for Life when the time comes. At the same time, we
can also appreciate that you may want to continue supporting
MAF in some capacity as well.
This position will require me to travel to Haiti and other
developing countries throughout the year. I will also be able to
continue to work with groups and teams wanting to serve in
places of suffering and need.
As for flying, I plan to keep my licenses current and we are
open to working with MAF elsewhere in the future, if God wills.
We have very much appreciated your care and support over
the years. Please keep us in your prayers, as there will be many
mixed emotions as we face a time of many changes and
transitions.
Working together with the locals
to build homes for those
displaced by the earthquake
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Building together for a better tomorrow
Happy school children at a partner
mission in Anse Rouge

A special meal for the children of
Canaan provided by friends in
Canada
Krul Family
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INDONESIA – Christmas

Practicing Christmas Songs

Christmas 2014

A Special Treat

Staff
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New Clothes for Christmas
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group of students is enrolled in the M.Div. program where pastors
are further equipped for their ministry. I have been teaching some
of the theological classes to all the students (50). The third aspect
is of a more pastoral nature. Almost all students are married with
families, holding jobs in schools, non-governmental and governmental organizations, or as pastors of a church. The pressure of
studies wears on them and they often walk in for advice or a word
of encouragement. With the current graduating students I will be
going through a round of meetings and discussing where they
have grown and how the Lord has used their training.
This, together with the teaching, is the most rewarding part of
my current responsibilities. Some students have never seriously
studied doctrine before. For others it has been a long time. To
weave the threads of scripture truths together with Christ in the
center, to probe the depths of God’s free and eternal grace, and to
wrestle together for the application of ‘age old’ doctrine to the
Malawian life is a great joy and privilege to engage in.

Successful Tree Program

MALAWI
Directing ABC’s Masters Program – Rev. Cees Molenaar
Anyone, both at home and in the workplace, learns quickly
that there is no correlation between the length of one’s job
description and the complexity of the work expected. At the
moment, my missionary work is concentrated on African Bible
College (ABC), and I am still discovering parts of that expectation
as the Director of the Masters Program. Humanly speaking I need
to make sure the program keeps running and improving. The
ABC Masters Degree is the youngest in the ABC mission’s family
with Colleges offering Bachelors degrees in Liberia, Uganda, and
Malawi. All our teachers are adjunct; there is only a secretary who
works full time for the Masters Program. We are now in our third
year and the second intake is preparing for graduation in June.
There are basically three aspects to my task. There is the
administrative and practical side that includes drafting the
budget, ordering textbooks, organizing the professors and
scheduling the classes, evaluating the classes and seeking
improvement, interviewing new students and potential teachers,
checking that classrooms look tidy and professors are paid, and
handling any complaints or concerns. In this area, one of my
greatest challenges this year is ABC’s application to get the
Masters program accredited with the Malawi government. That
was nowhere in my ‘job description’…! The second duty is
teaching. ABC offers an M.A in Christian Leadership with a
theological component covering hermeneutics, systematic
theology, ethics, and theology in the African context. A smaller
4

Cees preaching in a Presbyterian church (the kids always sit
right under the pulpit facing the congregation)
Women and Children Ministry – Mrs. Mirjam Molenaar
Literacy training forms the largest part of the women’s
program at Nyenyezi Ministry in Chinsapo village. Classes are
offered four mornings a week and are facilitated by my two
friends Grace and Aida. They live right there! I mostly coach and
mentor; only during special meetings do I come to encourage and
teach. Two years ago, during one of these special meetings I told
an introductory story, based on the story of Petunia (Roger
Duvoisin). I wanted to encourage them to come to our literacy
programs. They totally enjoyed the story of Amai Daka (Mrs.
Duck) who was so proud when she found a big book. She thought
by owning the book she automatically was wiser than all the other
animals that did not own books. Until her pride caused a big
explosion. It does not help to own a book; you must read it to
become wise. The story cracked these women up and they got my
point: coming to class and learning how to read would help them
to become wise. I am so delighted to see more and more women
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bringing and reading their Bibles during the special meetings. Our
most recent gathering started with cooking the meal, which was
fun and uniting. After a big drum of nsima and many smaller pots
with goat meat and cabbage were cooked, we gathered in one of
our new classrooms. I enjoyed teaching the Bible message – they
listened very attentively. Thundering rain showers made so much
noise on the roof that I just had to take a break from speaking and
instead we sang hymns. Grace and Aida also taught, and women
were welcome to ask questions and have discussions. As we teach
these women, we realize that the fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom (Prov. 1:7). While teaching and encouraging the
women to read God’s Word personally and together, we pray the
Holy Spirit will bless these efforts so that they might become wise
in Christ.
The Lord continues to bless the Nyenyezi Children’s Ministry.
Attendance has been stable over the last months; we teach about
700 kids every Thursday afternoon. We handle two groups at a
time: the 4 to 10 year olds from 1:00-2:30, and when they go home,
we teach the teens. This works really well. We try to give them all
two slices of bread at the end of our program. Barbara brought a
huge box of new Crayola crayons along from her Christmas
Holiday in New Jersey and we cannot wait to start using them.
Due to the floods, electricity is a very big problem and I have not
been able to print and copy coloring pictures over the last weeks.
We hope this gets fixed soon because coloring the picture of the
lesson is one of the great highlights for the kids. It is wonderful to
have our own ministry building and we are very thankful for
donations we received towards it. There are still quite a few needs
to complete it, for example, to paint the walls to make it brighter
inside. We hope to start a preschool program as soon as we finish
the building properly. Another step we want to take is to be
officially registered by the government. We greatly need and
appreciate your prayers!

Kids meeting in front of our new building

Women’s group with about 85 in attendance

Cooking of nsima for the women’s meeting

Nyenyezi building, even though it is not yet finished, we are
using it all the time! (Especially now that is it rainy season)
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Greetings from Joas in Kenya
As you probably know, our son Joas goes to Rift Valley Academy
boarding school in Kenya. This school has been there for about a
hundred years, especially for mission kids, to enable their parents
to serve longer in the mission field (many missionaries return
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home when their kids reach high school age). We miss each other
a lot because we love each other even more. However, we are
thankful for God’s provisions and how He is blessing Joas in his
education. Besides academics, RVA also provides other great
experiences for its students. As we recently skyped with Joas, he
shared about his experience with the Maasai, the local traditional
tribe in Kenya. All 9th grade boys were loaded on a truck and
dropped off an hour into the valley at the village of a great Maasai
chief. They have to gather big stones in the forest to build a foundation for a community school. With iron sheets, they built the
walls and the roof. They had to kill and prepare goats for dinner.
After dinner, they explored the woods and saw hyenas, bush
babies and other wild animals. Then they had to make themselves a ‘bed’, so Joas and his roommate snuggled up in a dry
riverbed and slept under the stars. The next day they met with a
number of chiefs, all elderly men who shared about their life as
Maasai warriors. In their youth, each of them had killed a lion to
become a real man. You can imagine the admiration for the local
men in these ninth graders! Joas is doing very well in all subjects
and we thank the Lord for that. He comes home three times a year
for about 5 weeks. We have fond memories of a great Christmas
break with him. My parents visited us during that time which
made it very special. They got to meet our Malawian friends and
enjoyed their food, saw the different aspects of our work here and
the many needs around us, spent time with our kids at home, and
were just very happy to share life with us.

Dr. Hannes Breytenbach is our Academic Dean.
He has degrees in theology as well as a master’s
degree in education, so he is uniquely qualified for
this position. He has worked for the past two years
to improve the teaching and learning of the entire
ministry. Dr. Hannes is a minister of the Free
Reformed Churches in South Africa.
Rev. Isaac Maleke serves as the Dean of Students.
In addition to teaching and leadership on the
Executive Committee, he provides pastoral support for our students and works to strengthen their
spirituality. Rev. Isaac is an alumnus of the college
and also serves as senior pastor in Tweefontein, a
community of the greater KwaMhlanga area.
Mr. Johan van Staden is our Operations Manager.
He works to ensure everything in the organization
goes well and without delay. This is often a thankless job behind the scenes that only gets attention
when things goes wrong – like the internet stops
working or the generator needs more fuel after the
municipal electricity has been off for a while.
Sister Jane Korevaar manages Distance Education
Development. She oversees both the production of
distance material as well as distance site marketing
and setup around the country. Mukhanyo’s distance learning program has grown significantly
under Sister Jane’s guidance and we anticipate
much more expansion in the future.
Rev. Celumusa Zulu manages the Braamfontein
Campus team. He is working with others to establish this campus in the heart of downtown
Johannesburg. Rev. Musa is an alumnus of
Mukhanyo and also serves as pastor of a CESA
church in Leondale, a southeastern suburb in the
greater Johannesburg area.
Mr. Pieter Bisschoff manages Teachers Education
Development. He leads the teachers education programs at the KwaMhlanga Campus and is working
to establish our new campus in Pretoria. Mr. Pieter
formerly worked to start the AROS ministry, an
Afrikaans-language teachers training college. He is
also the author of many textbooks for local schools.

Together as a family during the Christmas break

SOUTH AFRICA –
The Mukhanyo Team
We are very grateful for the team of people serving within the
ministry of Mukhanyo Theological College. It is often easy to
associate a particular ministry with the name of the person who
is presently acting as the leader. But usually there are many other
people – perhaps even unknown names – who are faithfully
serving behind the scenes.
In this issue, I would like to introduce you to a number of
people who are busy serving each week at Mukhanyo. These
Christian brothers and sisters form a team with the common
vision for quality Bible-based education in southern Africa.
6

Rev. Ronald Munyithya and
Dr. Brian Wingard are Senior
Lecturers who also serve as
Department Heads. Both of
these brothers have many
gifts. Baba Munyithya is a
fatherly figure at Mukhanyo
who faithfully mentors many from his extensive
experience in leadership and ministry. Dr. Wingard is a precise
theologian who has been teaching in Africa for almost twenty
years.
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Dr. Bruce Button and Dr.
Willie Zeze are also Senior
Lecturers and Department
Heads. They both are working as well to improve the
quality of teaching and
learning at Mukhanyo. Dr.
Bruce is assisting the Academic Dean in matters of quality. Dr.
Willie is our Resource Specialist who is helping to upgrade our
distance education material.
Pastor Paul Mahlangu and
Pastor Jacques Malan are
both lecturers at our
KwaMhlanga
Campus.
They also are developing
material for a comprehensive short course program.
Baba Paul is an alumnus and pastor in the greater KwaMhlanga
community. Pastor Jacques recently joined the Mukhanyo team
after serving for many years at Dorothea Mission.
Mrs. Charity Njoroge and
Sister Helen Masina work
in the office with academic
records
and
student
accounts. Sister Charity
serves
as
Academic
Assistant to manage the
database of more than 650 active students. Sister Helen is responsible for petty cash and student accounts, a position served well
by her integrity and faithfulness.
We now have a staff of almost fifty people serving at
Mukhanyo. Most of Mukhanyo’s team members are South
African, though some come from other countries in Africa (three
of the people above) or from outside the continent (two of the
above). We are thankful for the contribution of every member
since each person adds value to the whole ministry.
There are many other people too. Our faithful part-time
lecturers include Dr. Arthur Miskin, Rev. Ben Fourie, Mrs.
Dorothy Wingard, Pastor Elias Masango, Dr. Flip Buys, Mrs.
Jacomien Zwemstra, and Dr. Japie Malan. Many other staff
members provide full-time support – like Mrs. Salome Serote
(English lecturer), Mr. Peter Masanabo (Distance Supervisor) and
Sister Makoena Palabe (Teachers Education Program Secretary) –
as well as the Board of Directors led by our chairman Mr. Takalani
Kenneth Ndou.
Please continue to pray for Mukhanyo’s growing ministry and
especially for each of these people as they serve the Lord in the
various positions of responsibility. Pray that the Holy Spirit will
continue to grace us all with giftedness and wisdom to prepare a
new generation of Christians – ministers, school teachers, etc. – to
strengthen Christ’s church here in southern Africa.

Students

SOUTH AFRICA –
The Good Knowledge of the LORD
“…the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the LORD…”
2 Chronicles 30:22
During a follow up visit to a Mukhanyo Distance group, I
learned about a Bus and Train Evangelism Ministry Conference
to be held in Vezubuhle and was asked to do a Mukhanyo
Distance presentation there.
On Saturday, November 8 approximately 250 bus and train
evangelists from various locations throughout South Africa
were in attendance. Many were wearing various coloured shirts
with ‘Jesus Loves You’ on their back. After doing the Mukhanyo
presentation, some of the Distance staff worked the crowd and
54 people signed up with interest in increasing their knowledge
in the Bible. During telephone follow-up with each person most
were advised of a local distance group that they could attend in
the area that they live.

Jane Korevaar with interpreter Rev. Jonas Sibanyoni, the tutor
of the Vezubuhle Distance Group. He leads a group of 5 diploma
students and 2 certificate students in Zulu.
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
KINNELON, NEW JERSEY
The Bible Billboard Teaching Ministry

The willing helpers: Joel Mbewe, Letty Tjiane,
Khanysile Mahlangu and Charity Njoroge
With thanksgiving and joy, the first eight Mukhanyo Distance
students that went through the entire program graduated with a
Diploma in Theology on December 6, 2014. During the last four
years they had a godly tutor in Rev. Paul Mahlangu. Also, three
people who studied in Zulu under Paul’s leadership graduated
with Certificates. Paul continues with a group of 15 students on
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. May the graduates and all the
students be as Levites to grow in knowledge and bring this
“knowledge of the LORD” to their families, churches and
communities.

Pray that that the Lord would continue to give the initiative to many
to increase in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ for
the building up of His Church.
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We have come together as a group of four
churches in the north Jersey area, two United
Reformed Churches (URC), one Free Reformed
Church (FRC) and our Heritage Reformed
Church (HRC), to form a Bible Billboard
Teaching Ministry. The idea is to simply place
two verses each month on a prominent billboard
with a website address (TruthIsReal.org). The
website will feature a monthly video by Dr. David Murray, introducing the verses for the month. The site contains basic resources
regarding the verses, as well as links to worthy ministries and
answers to basic questions regarding Christianity.
We have chosen to use an electronic sign, which is less costly
and enables one to put forth more than one announcement each
month. The first verse to be shown is John 14:6 as it appears on
the photo. We pray that the Lord would use His Word in the lives
of busy commuters so they would learn what alone can make
them be reconciled to God and guide them into eternity.

We do not intend to merely showcase verses randomly. We
intend to “teach” the commuters as they go by daily. In a sense,
we hope to lead them slowly through the Word, one verse at a
time, touching upon doctrines that lead to life. The focus of the
monthly verses will follow a flow regarding “truth.” For the first
month, the theme will be “What is truth.” The following months
will follow this sequence: 2) the truth about God; 3) the truth
about you; 4) the truth about Jesus; 5) the truth about the Holy
Spirit; 6) the truth about heaven and hell. After the first six
months, we will hopefully follow a sequence focusing upon
different attributes of God along with the gospel call to faith and
repentance.
Any group of churches in other areas of North America could
also arrange with their local billboard companies to feature these
same verses giving people access to the same website. This would
make better use of the website with all of its rich content. We
include our doctrinal statements on the site in case others would
like to partner with us in this ministry. Mr. Paul Laman, of the
FRC, is our chairman and Mr. Andy Gruswitz (HRC) along with

Glad Tidings

APRIL 2015

Mr. Michael Driesse (FRC) are our webmasters. If you have any questions about this
ministry, please contact Andy at
contact@truthisreal.org.
Andy

pursue others also and to pray for those whom God has called to
labor in our domestic outreaches to be filled with this same burning
passion as Paul was. Our Christ will be pleased to use these means
to apprehend more sinners to Himself.

Reformed Church of
Plymouth Wisconsin

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Christ Apprehending Sinners
Paul says in Philippians 3, “I follow after, if
that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus” (v. 12). Of
course in the context of what Paul is saying
here, he has in mind the pursuit of sanctification in the Christian life. He mentions that his
one burning desire is to “know Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship
of His sufferings, being made conformable
unto His death” (v. 3). Now the reason Paul desires this and pursues it so ardently is because he himself had been apprehended.
He could take you back to the Damascus roadside and point to the
place where the Lord had spoken to him and apprehended him.
This word carries with it a very strong sense of laying hold on
with force. If you think of the police apprehending a criminal, you
get the picture negatively. But here, positively, Paul is saying, the
Lord has laid hold on me and now my burning desire is to know
the Lord more. Anyone who has been apprehended by the Lord
and caught in the gospel net knows what Paul is talking about
here. Our desire is to know the Lord more, and more deeply, and
to serve Him more fully in light of what He has done for us. As
you consider this in light of the task that Paul was given, you realize that he preached and reasoned with people with this thought
in mind. Yes, he was set apart by God to be a light to the Gentiles,
but Paul would say to everyone who confesses Christ, that this
must be your burning desire as well.
Is this your burning desire? Having been apprehended by the
Lord, are you now seeking to apprehend that which you have
been caught for? Do you forget those things that are behind, those
things that would hinder you both in growing in this knowledge
and also in reaching out to others around you by way of evangelism and outreach? Are you pressing toward others as well so that
they might be caught in the gospel net?
Part of the work of God in apprehending sinners is accomplished through the work of His servants as they preach the Word,
but let us not forget the other important ways in which God will
apprehend sinners. He will use the lives of His children to catch
sinners and to show them by a living proof that there is a God
who is worthy to be served. They will see it in our lives that we
are pursuing God with our whole being, as Paul here states: “This
one thing I do, forgetting those things that are behind and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus” (v.
13-14). Let the fact that we have been apprehended move us to
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During his ministry, the apostle Paul was privileged to preach in many settings and cities. He
started his missionary journeys from the city of
Antioch and subsequently visited there several
times during his travels. In Acts 13:32 he declares
unto them the “glad tidings” of Jesus Christ and
reminds them how that message of glad tidings
was already proclaimed in promise form to earlier generations.
God in His goodness has granted that we also in the Reformed
Church of Plymouth may be privileged, like Paul at Antioch, to
bring the glad tidings of hope in Jesus Christ. As our small church
begins to slowly grow from within, we may also report with gratitude that the same unchanging message of salvation in Christ alone
is heard by each new generation. Thankfully that message is
generally received with meekness (Jas. 1:21). The Lord continues to
bless our small flock with a tremendous sense of unity; our constant
prayer is that He will continue to “command His blessing” upon
every soul in ongoing unity as Psalm 133 promises.
We seek to grow in two directions. We seek to grow down to be
more deeply rooted in the faith (Col. 2:7). We believe spiritual
maturity is important and that we should be solidly grounded in
the Scriptures, also so that in the course of evangelism we would
“always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason for
the hope that is in you, with meekness and (godly) fear” (1 Peter 3:15).
Personal conviction of the faith “once delivered unto the saints” (Jude
1:3) is necessary to be able to defend and promote the gospel
message.
We also seek to grow out in order to be as Christian servants
(Luke 22:27b) for the promotion and expansion of God’s kingdom
in our community. We seek to reach out in several ways.
We engage in a monthly Bible study. Currently we are going
through, “Let’s Study Philippians” by Sinclair Ferguson. We begin
each of these study times with a round-the-table prayer time. We
also hold monthly potluck lunches after the morning service
followed by a hymn sing-along. Friends and acquaintances are
always cordially invited.
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At a recent potluck luncheon
We publicize our church presence on our professionally
designed web page, with a radio spot that runs several times a day
on a local Christian station, as well as with a newspaper ad that
lists our church worship times. Our prayer with all this is to guide
souls to join us in worship. We firmly believe the biblical truth that
faith comes by hearing and hearing by the (preached) Word of
God (Rom. 10:17). Current sermons are posted on
www.sermonaudio.com.
As we use these means that are made available to us, we
prayerfully strive to follow the pattern of outreach after the Lord
Jesus Christ’s model that we find in John 6, which we’ve recently
been considering.
The latter part of John 6 is often referred to as Christ’s “Bread
of Life discourse.” There we find Him evangelizing, that is,
sharing the good news of salvation grounded exclusively in Him.
Several aspects of His outreach methodology are noteworthy.
He approaches the topic of a spiritual need from a familiar subject, in
this case the subject of bread. He does not pick a difficult theological subject to begin. Nor does He begin with man’s sin or God’s
being. Rather He starts with a subject that people can readily identify with. He did the same in John 4 with the woman He met at a
well. There He began with the subject of water. Here in John 6, He
begins with the subject of bread. As we evangelize, we need to be
able to find a subject of common ground and use that as a starting
conversation point.
He also approaches those to whom He ministers within the context of
a current event. At the beginning of John 6 we read the account of
Christ feeding a multitude with 5 loaves and 2 small fish.
Afterwards the disciples pick up 12 baskets of leftovers. While the
subject of bread is no doubt on everybody’s mind He declares, “I
am the bread of life.” Discussion of current local or world events are
good lead-ins to an evangelistic opportunity. The subjects of
catastrophes, community events, weather, or anything in the
realm of nature can pave the way for more profound and
meaningful spiritual subjects.
Jesus also evangelizes by showing the absolute necessity of believing
in Him. In verses 29, 35, 40, 45, and 47 He makes that remarkably
clear. Then also as He speaks about food, all the references to eating and drinking from Him speak the same message: we must
partake of Him; we must feed on Him. The only way to partake of
Him is by saving faith in Him. The necessity of faith in the Christ
10

of the Bible is a key component of evangelism.
Finally, Christ models His own example for us. All that He did was
Christian because He is the Christ, the Anointed of God. As we follow His example even before we speak, our humble, trusting,
unspoken demeanor should be like perfume that effuses the “sweet
savor” of Christ, as Paul wrote in 2 Cor. 2:15. The experts tell us that
approximately 75 percent of our communication is non-verbal. We
should be communicating the message of hope in Christ with both
mouth and life.
Christ models the perfect example of evangelism methodology.
There are a lot of so-called “evangelism techniques,” but Jesus
shows us the essence of what we really need to know and practice.
In The Reformed Church of Plymouth we strive to be faithful to
our Lord’s example as we prayerfully cast our bread upon the
waters, trusting His promise that we shall find it returning after
many days (Eccl. 11:1).

A look inside our church

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
To Win Our Neighbors for Christ: The Missiology of the Three
Forms of Unity
Wes Bredenhof
In many modern histories of Christian missions, the
Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century is
depicted as a movement lacking missionary zeal. It
has virtually become a given that the Reformation
was not oriented to the church’s missionary task. In
To Win Our Neighbors for Christ, Wes Bredenhof
answers these charges, proving that it is a mistake to
say the Reformation and the confessional documents it produced
have nothing to say about missions. The author demonstrates that
the Three Forms of Unity—the Belgic Confession, the Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons of Dort—properly understood, have
much to offer the study of missions. More importantly, they
encourage us to care about a world lost in unbelief, making us
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more mission oriented and outward looking. (Reformation
Heritage Books, paperback, 112 pages) $10.00|$7.50
“To Win Our Neighbors for Christ is a helpful tool for every
Reformed Christian seeking to understand and use our
confessions in a missional way. It gives the historical background
for each of the Three Forms of Unity and shows that the original
intent of our confessions was indeed to reach the lost with the
good news of the gospel. It also shows how we as a church need
to have that same desire to clearly articulate these truths to our
own generation of souls today.”
- Richard Bout, Missions Coordinator, United Reformed Churches
in North America (URCNA)
“Full disclosure: Dr. Wes Bredenhof is my family’s enthusiastic
pastor, through whom we are fed with pure gospel preaching. His
heart pulses with true love for the biblical, Reformed faith and
with a deep desire to reach the lost. In this book, he shows us that
these two things belong together-indeed, that the Reformed
confessions themselves encourage mission. I pray that many
more believers would see the intricate interconnections of these
two pulses, and I'm sure that this book will help them.”
- Dr. Theodore Van Raalte, Professor of Ecclesiology, Canadian
Reformed Theological Seminary

church to hand out a gospel tract with an invitation to the
church’s services. Later at the service, Pastor Bill asked who was
there for the first time because they had just been invited on the
street and a few people raised their hands! It was such an
encouragement to see God using our personal interaction to
encourage a few more people to come to the service. While the
people sit in the service, their carts are loaded with food in a back
room. Most of the distribution work is done by volunteers who
at one time came to the Mission for the food pantry and now volunteer their time in an ongoing way. Pastor Jones is always
encouraging all the people to give back in some way, and to
share the extra food they have with their neighbors. Seeing the
Gospel being spread by word and deed in the heart of
Manhattan is such an encouragement, and the Mission is so
thankful for all the help from our hard working young people!

Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0599, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Kinnelon Youth Group - Eric Greendyk
In the heart of Manhattan is an old brick church that has
recently come alive again. The New York Gospel Mission has
moved in, holding church services while giving away donated
food. Have you ever wondered what happens to old food at the
grocery store? Sadly, much of it is often thrown away. But some
stores choose to donate it to those in need, and the New York
Gospel Mission collects food from three huge grocery stores in
New York City. This Mission has been around for quite some time
but only recently moved to this new location. The building needs
many repairs, so as a church we have organized multiple volunteer workdays. We have had especially high interest from many
young people, who have returned multiple times. It's a fun day of
working together, and there is always excitement in the air to see
how much food comes rolling in to be distributed during the
afternoon service. Pastor Bill Jones leads the ministry and lives in
the church with his family and several interns. So far, we have
done four volunteer days and we hope to make it a regular event.
On the days we go, Pastor Bill has a list of items that we can work
on. Everyone chooses what he or she would like to do, and we
work for the morning. We all break for lunch and enjoy time
together.
On a recent trip, a few of us went to the street corners near the
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Cleaning Three Stories of Stairs

Organizing Pastor
Jones’ Tool Room
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BIBLE QUIZ - Book of 2 Samuel
1. After the deaths of Saul and Jonathan, to which city did God
tell David to move? 2 Sam.2:1-3
A. Jericho B. Hebron C. Ziklag D. Jerusalem
2. After David was anointed king of Judah, who was made king
of Israel? 2 Sam.2:8-11
A. Menahem B. Baasah C. Ishbosheth D. Nadab
3. Who murdered Abner? 2 Sam.3:26-30
A. Joab
B. Uriah
C. Absalom

D. Rechab

4. For how long did David reign over Judah before he became
king of Israel? 2 Sam.5:1-5
A. 12 days B. 6 months C. 3 years D. 7 ½ years

15. Which of these is not recorded as one of David’s three mighty
men? 2 Sam.23:8-12
B. Eleazar
A. Shammah
C. Josheb-basshebeth
D. Joab
16. How many men died in a plague as punishment for David’s
sin? 2 Sam.24:15
A. 70,000 B. 100,000 C. 640,000 D. 1,000,000
17. On whose threshing floor did God instruct David to build an
altar? 2 Sam.24:18-25
A. Hannah’s
B. Naboth’s
C. Othniel’s
D. Araunah’s
Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

5. What did Uzzah touch which resulted in his death?
2 Sam.6:6-7
A. Angel B. Serpent C. Ark D. Poisoned Arrow
6. How many children did Michal have with David?
2 Sam.6:23
A. None
B. One
C. Two
D. Three
7. With what disability was Mephibosheth afflicted? 2 Sam.9:13
A. Blindness
B. Lame in both feet
C. Born with no hands
D. Asthma
8. Who did God send to rebuke David for his dealings with Uriah
and Bathsheba? 2 Sam.12:1
A. Nathan
B. Zadok
C. Absalom
D. Joab
9. By what name did God want Solomon to be called?
2 Sam.12:24-25
A. Maaseiah B. Hananiah C. Jedidiah D. Elasah
10. Where did Jonathan and Ahimaaz hide to avoid Absalom’s
soldiers? 2 Sam.17:17-21
A. Up a tree
B. In a well
C. In a cave
D. In a barn
11. What type of tree did Absalom get caught up in during the
battle with David? 2 Sam.18:9-10
A. Willow
B. Oak
C. Palm D. Olive
12. Why did God cause a famine during the reign of King David?
2 Sam.21:1
A. David numbered the Israelites
B. Saul killed the Gibeonites
C. David stole Bathsheba from Uriah
D. Israel sided with Absalom
13. What arrangement was made to bring the famine to an end?
2 Sam.21:5-9,14
A. Death of seven of Saul’s sons
B. Israel and Judah would be divided
C. David would not build the temple
D. Israel and Judah would cease fighting

MISSION FINANCES
James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
I am an accountant by day and an organist by night and
Sunday’s and so I was recently planning to attend an organ skills
workshop being held in Toronto. The piece I was preparing to
present at the workshop was an arrangement on the hymn
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise. Now, as I had finalized the
numbers for the first six months, the text of this hymn came to
my mind:
Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, thy great Name we praise.
(derived from 1 Timothy 1:17)
It is with this sentiment that I share the latest financial results
– God is indeed only wise, most blessed, most glorious and His
great Name we praise. It is so amazing how He is providing for
the great work that our missionaries do in training men to preach
the gospel to their local communities.
Since the Canadian dollar has significantly weakened against
the US dollar in the last six months, the trusted Excel
spreadsheets had to be replaced with QuickBooks. Since there
are still some reporting parameters that need to be finalized, the
financials are presented in CAD. The budget was however
prepared in a 1:1 ratio, resulting in some costs (e.g. mission staff
support which is paid in USD) being significantly higher than
budget.
In Ontario, we are currently experiencing a “polar vortex” and
hence we long for spring when the sun’s radiant beams will
warm us once more. If perhaps your soul has grown cold from a
long winter of sin, may the Sun of Righteousness shine in your
heart and soul to kindle a renewed zeal and love for the Son.

14. Who climbed into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion?
2 Sam.23:20
A. Helez B. Eliahba C. Zalmon D. Benaiah
12
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Jason Krul Birthday – April 19
• Marion Sommer Birthday - April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24
• Jane Korevaar Birthday – May 31
• Alexander Krul - June 3
• Jayden Krul Birthday– June 6

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, , Pretoria, South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Sarsih Miskin, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort, Pretoria, South Africa, 0035.
Email: sarsihkegel@gmail.com Telephone: 27 72 869 3810
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Postal Address: 3170 Airmans Drive, MAF - Unit 2119, Fort
Pierce FL, 34946, USA, Email: jwkrul@gmail.com
Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
arthur@gkrietvallei.co.za Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Molenaar Family, c/o Logos Ministries, P.O. Box 3337, Lilongwe,
Malawi. Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Telephone: +2651761393
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor
NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if access is
available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O. Box 298,
Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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The Voice Says, “Cry!”
The voice says, “Cry!” What shall we cry?
“All flesh is grass, and like the flower
Its glories droop, its pleasures die,
Its joys but last one fleeting hour.”
The voice says, “Cry!” O piteous cry!
And are there none to help and save?
Have all that live beneath the sky
No other prospect but a grave?
The voice says, “Cry!” Yet glorious cry!
The Word of God can never fall,
And tells how Jesus, throned on high,
Holds out eternal life to all.
The voice says, “Cry!” Who needs the cry?
O brother men! who needs it not?
By countless millions, far and nigh,
’Tis still unheard, despised, forgot.
The voice says, “Cry!” What stops the cry?
Our greed of wealth, our love of ease,
Our lack of earnest will to try
Mankind to save, and God to please.
The voice says, “Cry!” O let us cry!
Though standing on death’s awful brink,
Men feast, they jest, they sell, they buy,
And cannot see, and will not think.
The voice says, “Cry!” Lord, we would cry
But of Thy goodness teach us how;
For fast the hours of mercy fly,
And, if we cry, it must be now.
Henry Twell
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