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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Spiritual Lessons while Gardening at Nakekela
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MEDITATION

EDITORIAL

Missionaries Are People Too
Rev. David Lipsy

O God Our Help in Ages Past, Our Hope for Years to Come
Jake Sinke

This month’s Meditation stems from first-hand
involvement with Scripture, missionaries,
mission committees, mission presentations,
and a little bit of life experience. The Scripture
passage in view is Acts 15:39, “And the contention was so sharp between them, that they
departed asunder one from the other: and so
Barnabas took Mark, and sailed unto Cyprus.”
Starting With Scripture
When looking at this passage, it almost seems out of place.
Consider on the one hand Paul’s dramatic conversion, his being
called by the Lord to be “an apostle of the Gentiles,” his work
being so richly blessed in several places throughout the Gentile
world. Ponder, on the other hand, Barnabas, a Christian man
described in Scripture as “a good man and full of the Holy Ghost
and of faith.” Consider also the context of this verse – Paul and
Barnabas had prevailed at the important church meeting
described in Acts 15 and they agreed to visit the churches in which
they previously labored. How could this sharp contention
happen? And why over an issue that seemed far less significant
than others they undoubtedly faced together?
Our Missionaries
Fast forward to today. We have missionaries in the field, committees back home, and occasional presentations of mission work in
the churches. To the average church member, it can all seem to run
like clockwork. However, we do not typically hear about the heart
struggles, the loneliness, the failed attempts, the encouragements
dashed, the frayed nerves, the waning patience, and a thousand
other facets of missionaries’ lives that are either difficult or
inappropriate to present at mission evenings. Missionaries are
people too, after all, just like Paul and Barnabas.
Our Part
What can we, the readers of Glad Tidings, do?
• Pray! Yes for the mission work but also for missionaries’
daily-life situations, including their spiritual needs.
• Email! Even though sending churches often encourage their
members to email their missionaries, we may also “crosspollinate” encouragements to others in the field. And we cannot
expect our missionaries to have time to respond to each
correspondence, so let us not ask lots of questions or write
things like, “Hoping to hear from you soon.”
• Longer-term visits! Please be thoughtful about visiting the field.
It takes time from mission labors to prepare for and
accommodate short-term visitors, whereas visits of a couple or
more months by skilled workers tends to be more helpful. To
get a taste, perhaps visit once. To really help, stay longer and
bring needed skills.
If Paul and Barnabas had their moments, so will our missionaries.
Let us be there for them.
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Dear Mission Family,
It is once again time to submit articles and
material for the next Glad Tidings issue. Time:
how swiftly it passes by and alerts us that God's
Word is true! In Ecclesiastes 3:2 Solomon speaks
of a time to be born and a time to die but gives
no reference of a time to live. In comparison to
eternity, our lives are but a shadow that comes
and disappears.
What a comfort to know from God's own Word that our God is
from eternity to eternity and is our help today as He has been in
the past. Isaac Watts penned the well-known hymn "O God our
Help In Ages Past" in 1719 and almost 300 years later the reality of
the words of this hymn, based on Psalm 90, is as true today as it
was when it was written. Praise God from whom ALL blessings
flow. His Word is relevant!
Dear friends, we have been given a time to work in missions
and the doors are still open today to instruct pastors and teachers
in South Africa and Malawi, for which we are grateful. We may
not and cannot take this for granted! We see that around the
world, our brothers and sisters are persecuted by having their
places of worship destroyed and attendees and instructors killed.
This is reality! A few months ago, my wife and I had the privilege
of meeting Canon Andrew White from Baghdad. Half of his
congregation--men, women and children--have been murdered
for their faith in Christ. To the question "Why do you go back?”
Canon White emphatically replied "God wants me there and His
people need me there!”
As I type this brief editorial, we are pleased to be able to share
with you that by the grace of God the work in Africa is
continuing. As in all aspects of life, regular challenges surface and
we constantly need to ensure that we adhere to the mandate given
to us by Synod, but above all that we adhere to the mandate given
by our Lord Jesus Christ himself! Please join us in fervent prayer
for His guidance and the Holy Spirit's applying love on the work
that we are blessed to perform.
Psalm 90 instructs us to number our days. This was written for
us today and is relevant for us in 2015! The time that is past will
never return and we are responsible for what we do with the space
of life that we have received. May the time we have to work in
Africa be a blessing to the church of our Lord Jesus Christ as we
are uncertain when these doors will close or others may open. Our
God is free and works in mysterious ways His wonders to
perform. Let us pray for the mercy of God, that a full fountain of
His favour would bless His church, and that He would establish
the work of our hands!
And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: and establish thou
the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou
it. Psa. 90:17
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
HAITI – Home
Jason and Will Krul
Pushing my hair away from my face, I glance up at the suitcases
lying open around me. With only a short time left in Haiti, it is
time to pack and decide what to take to Canada and what to leave
behind. It is not easy since space is very limited. I turn the small
fan on the ground towards me and feel a slight movement of the
humid air around me. Summer in Haiti is hot! Wiping the sweat
from my brow, I sigh and get back to work. As I work, I’m
reminded of the words in Matthew 6:19-21: Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also.
These words ring truer than ever, as I have seen the
destruction that rust, bugs, and mold have done to our
belongings during our time here. Also, just a few days ago,
another family in our neighborhood was robbed. Moth and rust
do corrupt, and thieves at any time can break through and steal,
but the chapter in Matthew does not end there. It continues on in
verses 31-33 saying: Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?(For
after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.
Where is our focus? What is our priority? Is it sorting or accumulating material goods, or are we focusing on our Father and
His heavenly kingdom? Colossians 3:2 tells us to Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the earth.
But what about this? And what about that? Our family’s
transition from Haiti to Canada has brought to the surface many
things we could potentially worry or be concerned about. What is
going to happen to the friends we leave behind? Will we be able
to raise support to work with Hungry for Life? How will our
three boys do traveling across the United States and Canada as
we share presentations and thank supporters? The list could go
on and on, but God tells us not to worry about anything: Be
careful (anxious) for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:6-7).
I have written a note on my kitchen wall that says. “Worry
about nothing, pray about everything,” and it has been such a
good reminder for me. Haiti is full of things to worry about, yet
God has given us supernatural peace in all kinds of situations,
simply because we gave things over to Him in prayer. 1 Peter 5:7
Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you. I have seen it
countless times, when I have struggled with worry, given it over
to God in prayer and have then seen a surprising resolution to the
problem that could have only been provided by Him.
So as we transition to Canada, I have to keep asking myself,
2

”What’s my focus?“ Is it on how I am going to miss Haiti? Or how
nice it will be to live close to family in Canada? Or is it on God and
His Kingdom?
Because the truth is, as we transition back to Canada, we are
not going home. We will never truly be at home anywhere on this
earth because our “conversation (citizenship) is in heaven.” (Phil.
3:20).
As one pastor put it, "Heaven ought to draw and engage us.
Heaven ought to so fill our hearts and hands, our conversations,
our character, and our features, that all would see that we are
foreigners, strangers to this world. The very atmosphere of this
world should be
chilling to us and
noxious, its suns
eclipsed and its
companionship
dull and insipid.
Heaven is our
native land and
home to us. And
death to us is not
the dying hour,
but the birth
hour!"
Krul Family

INDONESIA – Sumba Update
Bill Sommer
This past year it has been a struggle to get enough teachers for our
school, but now we are happy to report that Hariyanti is coming
back to us. Hariyanti was the principal of our school for 2 ½ years
but had to return to the university in Jakarta to finish her education. Hariyanti married a couple of years ago; she and Adrian have
a little girl. Adrian is an English teacher who will also be able to
teach in our school.
Four more children of the home will have to move to Waingapu
this June to attend high school there. The house that we have is
becoming too small for all the students, but for now, it will have to
do. The boys will sleep on the living room floor until we can find
a permanent solution. There is a larger home for sale close to their
school and close to where they attend church; it would be ideal,
but we have to wait on the Lord.
There was a singing competition at the other end of the Island
and seven of our children went to compete. Some of the children
won; it was a big event for them.
The rainy season lasted longer this year so the grass is still
green. It was a great season for the 1200 trees we planted around
the property and they are growing well. The children received
their pay from the government for the tree program they did last
year. They were able to buy 10 bikes from the money, so they go
biking every day.
Christine had to take Alphons and Yafet to Jakarta. Alphons
needs another heart operation; one heart valve implanted some
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years ago is leaking and has to be replaced with a larger valve.
Last year the doctors did not think that Alphons would be able to
stand another invasive surgery, but at the last check-up, they
decided that he is strong enough. Still it is a big operation and we
pray that the Lord will heal him and spare his life. The
government has a special program that pays for the operations of
children from poor families like Alphons. Yafet came to us as a
small-undernourished baby with TB. Yafet had trouble walking,
but with exercise and braces, he learned to walk and did quite
well, but now we noticed that his back is starting to become
deformed. I hope that something can be done for him too. Yafet is
a sweet boy who loves gardening, growing trees from the seed he
collects from the different fruits.
In the past months, we added a sewing room and storage room
to the home, freeing some bedrooms that were used for that
purpose. All the children helped with this project and everyone is
happy with the new rooms.
Sunday school attendance is increasing lately as well as the
Sunday evening Bible study attendance; there seems to be more
interest for these programs, which is a great encouragement for
us. It is our prayer that the Lord will bless these endeavors to His
honor and glory and to the
salvation of these children.

New sewing room

Newly painted kitchen

MALAWI – Gardening
Mirjam Molenaar

Alphons
Yafet

Sunday evening
Bible Study

New addition at the
end of the home
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Since I became involved in Children’s Ministry when I was about
fifteen, I feel like I have been in the gardening business, planting
seeds and cultivating the young shoots of faith. Meanwhile I
have been ‘gardened’ myself by my Christian parents, pastors,
teachers, friends and colleagues. Painful as it is sometimes, the
purpose is growth and bearing fruit.
Recently I had a conversation with the headman of the village
where we have established Nyenyezi Ministry, a ministry that
reaches out to the local Malawian community in Chinsapo. We
receive eight hundred children each week at our Children’s Bible
Program and the number was overwhelming me. How could we
continue with this growing group of kids with just the three of us
teaching? I suggested raising the age to six instead of four. But
the headman disagreed. “Oh, no, you cannot do that. Our
children are like gardens. Seeds are being planted, no matter how
old they are. If you don’t plant your good seeds, someone else
will come and plant bad seeds.”
How right he is! And he is not even a Christian himself, at
least not a professing one. So, we decided to still welcome kids of
four years and up… but we had to find some more help. After
prayer and searching we found two additional Christian teachers
who have started to come and help in the ministry. The
wonderful thing about preparing and planting the Word of God
is, I think, that the first blessing is for oneself. I cannot say how
much I have learned already from training teachers and teaching
children! As we are sowing seeds in these hearts, may I ask you
to join us in prayer for the Lord to provide growth and fruit.
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Giving the message
from the Bible at
the official opening
ceremony of
Nyenyezi Ministry
Malawi.

Sisters in the Lord, founders of Nyenyezi Ministry; Children
Evangelism, Women literacy and Christian Community School.

SOUTH AFRICA – Family Life
Lanae DeVries
Various chiefs of
local communities reveal the
sign on the
multi-purpose
building.

Dear prayer partners and supporters: truly what can we render to
the Lord for all His benefits toward us? (Psalm 116:12). We are
daily amazed that our cup continues to overflow! As persecution
increases across the world, we can still fellowship and witness
with freedom here in South Africa. Despite high crime rates and
many opportunities for sickness or accident, our Heavenly
Protector has kept us so faithfully in the palm of His hands. We
owe this to His grace alone – with special thanks for your prayers
– knowing God has already heard and answered so many of them
even when we were unaware!
The African Situation - Life in South Africa – it is unique; it is fun;
it’s challenging; it is a blessing. Here is a glimpse into some of the
excitement.

Some of the 30 graduating Masters of Divinity and Arts of Christian
Leadership with Rev. Molenaar, Director and Professor.

Visiting Joas Molenaar in Kenya (on the way to the
Netherlands for furlough June-July)
4

The Infrastructure - In Africa, the third world is living minutes
from the first world. Bustling shopping centers where most things
can be found stand in stark contrast to roadside stands where
people are desperately trying to sell enough homemade
‘fast-food’ to survive. Traffic-filled main roads that are in better
shape than most highways in Michigan turn into glass-strewn,
creviced dirt roads that your pick-up truck may or may not be able
to navigate. Believe it or not, there are many specialized services
(water filter installation, piano tuning, etc.), but the main water
pipes have been leaking in our street more often than not for the
last three years, even after multiple repairs. Medical care is free for
all, but people often try to avoid public hospitals since people ‘go
there to die’; those who can afford it always purchase medical
insurance for private healthcare. The dedication of the police force
is overshadowed by the few corrupt police who are quick to take
bribes or even rob in uniform. There is an extensive power grid
even in many rural areas but since supply cannot keep up with
demand sometimes, different areas take turns having their lights
out for a few hours so other areas of the country will have strong
enough power for their appliances to function properly. So South
Africa continues to develop. As we watch its growing pains, we
continue to love it and pray for it!
The Climate - Even the weather can throw you off. Did you know
Africa can be very cold? Winter is here but despite the sun shining
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and sweater and thick socks donned, I am considering getting a
blanket. Nights get near freezing outside and even inside since the
houses are built to be cool for the other nine months of the year. I
am still not sure how the homeless or those living in sheet metal
shacks can survive! But thankfully, we enjoy a most beautiful and
comfortable climate most of the year.
The Spirituality - People of every ethnic group here are often
deeply spiritual and friendly, yet both radical and subtle heresy is
often evident. Ancestor worship, superstition, witchcraft, a
growing number of mosques, baptismal regeneration and worksrighteousness teachings abound. There is even a cult leader who
has convinced his followers they need to eat grass! People will
often agree with everything you say because the cultures are so
congenial, yet Biblical living and regular church attendance is
rare. Family Bible training is also scarce, usually from a lack of
knowledge, desire, or time. But I can relate! So easily, I am ruled
by the ‘tyranny of the urgent’. I allow things like leaking hot water
heaters in the roof, termites and scorpions in the house, or
impatient kids get in the way of witnessing to the cashier or neighbor or spending time in the Word. Perhaps you can identify with
letting the urgent (e.g. getting to church on time) get in the way of
the important (e.g. stopping on the way to invite someone to
come)?
My Primary Ministry - Although leading the women’s Bible
study, playing piano for church services, babysitting during the
Sunday evening Bible study, helping with catechism and young
adult events, hosting local and international guests, is important,
the home is my joyful priority! So I will share a bit about our
children, the most dynamic part of our home life.
At four years, Krista is endlessly energetic, creative, and clever
like her Daddy. She has little need for sleep and loves action, new
adventures, and figuring out how things work. She is learning to
sound out and write basic words and loves books. Independent
but social, she always wants to be around people and even people
we have just met are “friends”. She is a sweet helper and will be
even more so when the new baby arrives in August, God willing!
Micah is our imaginative, sensitive people-person! Already at two
years, his personality is radically different from his sister. He is a
slower-paced studier, so when shopping, Krista is many strides
ahead and Micah many paces behind. His speech is developing
rapidly, and he’s already learned from his sister to count to
thirteen. We get a lot of joy and laughter from his imagination:
roasting marshmallows on his fork over the pretend fire at the
dinner table, suddenly adapting scrambled eggs into dogs, or
going fishing with socks and a clothespin.
I am so thankful to be able to be with our dear kids every day
and share Gospel truths and Bible stories with them in daily activities! Please pray for God to bless these means for their salvation
and use them in His kingdom! Also thank Him for the joy and
encouragements along the way: like toddler lips lisping the Lord’s
prayer together, having a friend tell you Krista named Noah’s
sons, or waking up to Micah’s morning songs like “Blest the man
that fears Jehovah,” “Jesus saves,” or “Holy, Holy, Holy”.
We are very blessed by the gift of family and being able to explore,
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discover and serve in a different culture! Not everything is joyful
or glorious, but it is good for us and more importantly, grace and
the Gospel are beautiful wherever they are spread! (Isa. 52:7) God
blesses each of us so that we can be a blessing to others (Gen 12:23). Please consider how you can join in kingdom work today!
“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have
free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you” (2 Thess. 3:1).

Krista & Micah
The younger
catechism group
coloring after the lesson

Rag dolls the Annlin Bible study women made for Zambia
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SOUTH AFRICA – The Marvellous Works of the Lord
Jane Korevaar
“…all men did marvel.” Mark 5:20
In Mark 5, we read of the man that lived among the tombs and had an unclean spirit. When Jesus called out the unclean spirit, the man
was to tell his friends the great things the Lord had done and how He had compassion on him. With Mukhanyo Distance, the Lord has
done marvellous things. Please see some of the recent statistics:
Distance Learning Sites: 46 Students (approximate): 501 Diploma Students that Graduated: 13
Current Learning Sites:
Manzini, SwazilandD
Faza Island, KenyaDS
AdullamD
D
D
Maputo, MozambiqueD
Frankfort
Auckland Park
Marondera, ZimbabweD
Harare, ZimbabweD
BenoniD
D
D
MasakonaD
Heilbron
Bloemfontein
D
D
Maseru, LesothoDS
Kadoma, Zimbabwe
Bochabelo
D
D
MolotoD
Kampala, Uganda
Booysens
MunsterD
Kasama, ZambiaD
Bumala, KenyaD
D
D
NdaleniD
Kentani
Centurion
D
Z
NelspruitD
KwaMhlanga
Clernaville
D
D
Phola ParkZ
Lilongwe, Malawi
Crystal Park
PhumulaZ
Louis TrichardtDS
DenniltonDS
D
D
PinetownD
Mafikeng
Diepsloot
D
D
Port ShepstoneD
Mamelodi
East London
D = Diploma, C = Certificate, Z = Zulu, S = Single Student
Progress of Courses:
Videotaped &
Videotaped & Video Editing in
Study Guide not
Study Guide Progress & Study
Programme
Not Started
Complete
Edited
Guide Edited
Zulu Basics
In Pastoral Studies
3
0
2
2
Christian
Discipleship
6
2
1
2
Certificate
Diploma Christian
Ministry 1
---2
Diploma Christian
Ministry 2
1
1
-3
Bachelor of
Theology
4
Total
10
7
3
9
Progress of Other Projects:
Type
Study Guides in Progress
Study Guides Completed
Sesotho Translation
6
2
Setswana Translation
2
Afrikaans Translation
2
6
French Translation
1
Conferences/Graduation
--Devotions
---

The dedicated Distance Team – Front Row: Rev. Paul Mahlangu,
Manqoba Msibi, Nthabiseng Moloi, Letty Tjiane, Khanyisile
Mahlangu, Gugu Masemola, Felix Dzangare; 3 in the Back Row:
Spiwe Legodi, Simon Mashiloane, Peter Masanabo
6

PotchefstroomD
RoodepoortD
RustenburgD
Shakawe, BotswanaD
Sinda, ZambiaC
SoshanguveD
StellenboschD
TembisaD
TzaneenD
UpingtonD
VezubuhleDZ
Witbank

Completed

Total

5

12

7

18

20

22

17

22

0
49

4
78

MP3/DVD’s Completed
1
1
31
113

Over 80 were in attendance at the June 22nd Distance Consultation
that included updates and training for Distance Tutors
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Praise the Lord for the great progress made to date. We give
thanks for the many Distance groups and for the
continuing number of inquiries. Pray that these inquiries will lead
into established groups. Also pray that current tutors and
students are upheld so that they may go forth and preach the
Good News of Jesus Christ while we grow successfully with the
demand and continually give great thanksgiving for the marvellous works of the Lord.

SOUTH AFRICA – Spiritual
Lessons at Nakekela
Dr. Sonja Miskin
The little portion of our God’s vineyard where we work in
KwaMhlanga has recently been enlarged… in fact, doubled in
size. Our local Chief has seen fit to grant us the adjacent
stand...actually did so a long time ago, but things move really
slowly out in the rural area, and so it was with great joy that we
finally took ownership.
We had a planning prayer meeting at which we discussed the
best use we could make of the space right now and we were of
one accord: to develop a vegetable garden. We have received a
generous monetary gift from the Side by Side ministry in
Chilliwack, some of which will be used to this good end. Poles
and fencing were bought and a contractor found to set up our
fence. But that was the start of our trouble! The fence was put up
on Friday, and pulled out by our neighbors, who proved to be our
enemies, on Saturday! A makeshift fence was tried but the goats
came in and decimated our existing vegetables by creeping
through the gaps. Dialogue with the neighbors proved unfruitful
because we are women and they are men. The Chief was not
available for the longest time until the Chairman of our Board
went to his house (being a man, he received an audience), only to
get empty promises of help. So we had another staff prayer meeting, asking our Lord to help, and reminding each other of God’s
Word in Deuteronomy: woe to him that moves a landmark.
Meanwhile we have continued with our work and preparation. We hired a slightly mentally handicapped man, who had no
income for his family, to start with cleaning and soil preparation
and what an amazingly hard worker he has proved to be! Fallow
ground had to be broken up, rocks and debris had to be carted
off, fertilizer and compost had to be worked in—all before we
could start with seeds and seedlings. Sister Virena is an avid and
knowledgeable gardener, which also proved to be part of our
Lord’s providence because she alone is really accepted by our
very old gardener as his supervisor (that is a tale of its own also).
So with great flourish we got seedlings from town and planted
them only to have the water turned off by the local town council
due to the winter drought. We arrived at work last week to a mile
long queue of neighbors with water cans asking for our help.
What to do? How do we help all of them and save our veggies?
The Lord gives wisdom even on the spot in such matters. With
careful rationing to all the community people, we did have
enough left in our tank (the green tank put up by Mission team
2011) for our garden. What we thought would be a light
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undertaking has become an enormous job!
But the spiritual lessons learned are manifold!
Before God starts work in the souls of people, they need to be
delivered from their enemy. The fallow ground needs to be
broken up by the Holy Spirit through conviction of sin and
wickedness by means of preaching. The debris of sin has to be
removed by repentance and faith, looking to the Saviour alone.
Protective fencing needs to be put in place as the soul participates in the means of grace and fellowship of God’s people.
Careful planting of good seed, the Word of God, is essential, and
so is watering by the Holy Spirit. What amazingly practical
lessons we have learned!
So by God’s grace, and our continued vigilant labour, we
hope to have a good harvest in due time, enough to be able to
share with families of impoverished patients and neighbors.
Please continue to pray for us. We thank you all for your loving
support.
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Rev. Terreth Klaver
Becoming the new chairperson of the
Domestic Outreach Committee (D.O.C.) is
challenging and a bit frightening. Both my
own inexperience and our denomination's
past failures in church planting have led to
this sense of intimidation. I am only thirty-six
years old. I self-consciously dedicated my life
to the service of my Lord Jesus Christ when I
was fifteen, but I have been in the ordained
ministry only eight years. My life from fifteen to eighteen was
spent seeking to serve the Lord in a church very different from the
HRC and my ordained ministry until May of 2013 was as a
Presbyterian pastor in the Australian island state of Tasmania.
While in Tasmania, I did outreach work and some initial stages of
church planting, but nothing further materialized. Additionally,
we as Heritage Reformed Churches have struggled with church
planting. We have tried several times and failed to plant a church
among North Americans not originally from the Netherlands
Reformed Church. The only successful church that we have planted by God's grace is our congregation in Harrison, Arkansas.
My great encouragement despite the challenge and fear is the
awesome sufficiency of the Word of our Lord Jesus Christ and the
men He has provided to spread that Word. The first aspect of this
encouragement is the sufficiency of Christ's Word. In 2
Corinthians 2:16, speaking of the ministry of the Word, the
Apostle Paul says, "Who is sufficient for these things?" The Holy
Spirit graciously confirms our insufficiency and directs us to the
sufficiency of His Word. Paul continues in 2 Corinthians 2:17, "For
we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ." The
sufficiency of the Word is further confirmed in Isaiah 55:8-11, as
the surety of the Word is directly linked to the transcendence and
sovereign power of our great God: "For my thoughts are not your
8

thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain
cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that
it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”
The second aspect of encouragement is that our Lord has given
us men for the work of outreach and church planting. Ephesians 4
tells us that the ascended Christ has given men to bear office as
gifts to His church. These gifts of men are "For the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ." (Eph. 4: 12, 13)
If Christ has given these gifts for the ultimate maturing of His
church by His Spirit, then there must be more sinners to become
saints in Him—there must be more churches to be planted. As our
Lord has said, "the harvest truly is plenteous" and "pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into
his harvest" (Matt. 9:37, 38).
The Lord has already blessed our Domestic Outreach
Committee with men to serve in seeking to plant churches. Pastor
Kelderman has ably chaired the committee, and the other brothers
who have gone before, as well as those who continue to serve,
have been used by the Lord. The brothers who have recently
joined the committee are further testimony to the Lord still having
a plan for our denomination in church planting.
Please continue to pray for the Lord's blessing on the work of
the Domestic Outreach Committee. Pray for three things
particularly. First, pray that the Lord would bless the outreach
work being done by our Bradford, Plymouth, and Harrison
congregations. The pastors and consistories need our prayers, that
they would not only be able to continue all the necessary work of
congregational life, but also find the extra time and energy to
make special attempts to reach out despite their smaller resources.
Second, pray that the Lord would grant the D.O.C., and our whole
denomination, better insight into reaching out to others in North
America that might not be from our own background. Third, pray
that the Lord would send us the opportunities and resources to
plant churches in North America. Our Lord Jesus be with your
spirit.

Heritage Reformed Church,
Bradford Ontario
Rev. Don Overbeek
Mike is a regular “looter” of the North York
Central Library, the main library on the North
side of Toronto. “Loot” is his preferred word for
the bag of materials he checks out and enjoys at
home. An admitted history buff, Mike’s range of
interests is very diverse. The first time I met Mike,

Glad Tidings

AUGUST 2015

I latched on to his love for history by talking about the time of the
Reformation in Europe and exploring what he knew about the
history of redemption God is working out in this world. Mike
knew some of the facts of the Bible and the Reformation, but he
admitted that he was not a “practicing” Christian and does not
think of himself as “religious.”
After that first meeting almost a year ago, I have had numerous occasions to engage Mike, show care for his life and situation,
and speak the truth of God’s Word to him. As a result of a stroke,
he is confined to a wheel chair and therefore I always meet him in
the foyer waiting for Wheel-trans (accessible public transit) to
take him home. Recently, he accepted a Gospel of John, and I
prayed that this would be made his most precious “loot” and the
Spirit bless this Bible to his soul like nothing else he reads or
watches. Usually now, Mike leaves me with a question about
someone or something that I take time to research in order to
discuss at our next encounter. I, then, have opportunity to give
him truths to consider, which he promises to think about and
discuss next time we see each other.
Mike is one of dozens of people that we come across in Toronto
as we spend time every other week approaching people with the
express purpose of sharing the gospel with them. After an initial
conversation, it is our desire to maintain contact and establish a
relationship of trust with the prayer that God would save them.
From our human perspective, it appears unlikely that the
Bradford church would be built up through time spent with
people like Mike, but we pray that God’s Kingdom would be
furthered in whatever way God wills. When opportunity opens
up, we give tracts, individual Gospels, and/or invitations to our
local Bible study.
I am challenged repeatedly to not view people as evangelism
“targets” but to reach out to them as genuinely interested in their
complete well-being and seek their good in whatever way
opportunity affords. For some people it is sharing the full gospel
and seeking their conversion, but for others it could be showing
empathy with an experience, encouraging and supporting them
through it, with the prayer that those actions may serve the eventual sharing of the Gospel. I do not need to barge my way in; I can
rest in the Lord’s leading and blessing in all the people I meet and
the conversations I have.
Why two “fronts”?
You may be wondering why we labor evangelistically both in
Newmarket and in Toronto? Why not just concentrate on and
focus energies toward Newmarket and its immediate surrounding towns? It is often stated that trying to fight a two-front battle
is exceedingly difficult and likely to fail. It is a legitimate question
and the concern for efficient and effective ministerial and evangelistic labor is praiseworthy. Ultimately, our prayer is for God’s
kingdom to come wherever and in whatever way He wills (see
Lord’s Day 48 in the Heidelberg Catechism). It needs to be stated
at the outset that the center of our ministry and outreach is in the
Bradford congregation and the surrounding area. That is where
we worship, live, and seek to primarily extend the reach of the
Gospel. With this being said we think it important to raise up our
eyes, mobilize our hands, and kindle our hearts to seek the glory
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of God in ways beyond our local agendas and opportunities. We
cannot provide the finances for mission projects or send many
laborers, but we can seek the unbeliever not too far from us.
Additional factors and motives that guide us in this way of
ministering are the following: first, the sad and declining spiritual
state of the millions of people in the city of Toronto. We see this
everywhere, in all our towns and cities, but in the larger cities the
intensity and magnitude is greatly increased. Spiritual darkness
thrives in the cities. Satanic activity and deception proliferate in the
cities. The grip of ungodliness is evident everywhere you look.
Sadly, biblically Reformed testimony is rare and largely is ignored.
Second, a passion for reaching those in large cities has been
formative in my development as a man of God and factored into the
call I accepted to labor in Bradford. I want to continue to be useful
in the areas where God has providentially directed me by
providing something that is sorely needed in large metropolitan
areas, genuine spiritual care that brings people the Word of God.
Our consistory and congregation remain committed to reaching the
northern part of the city of Toronto with the truth of salvation in
Christ alone.
Thirdly, we are convinced that God’s blessing has attended the
outreach efforts in Toronto. The fruits can be seen in the lives of
individuals here and there, especially four young men I have discipled that now live in Texas, Ottawa, Korea, and here in Toronto.
These encouragements are frequent enough to convince us of the
worthwhile nature of this effort and lead us to ask for more from
the Lord of the harvest.
If you have been seeking additional exposure to evangelism or
praying for how God could use you with some time you have
available, please do not hesitate to contact me (905-539-4510 or
overbeek610@gmail.com). I relish the opportunity to help others
see how simple it is to connect with others and find ways to share
the gospel. You could grow through study and prayer together or
by joining us in speaking with people about God and His Word.
Mercy-ministry opportunities
The Bradford consistory has been prayerfully and actively
pursuing opportunities to minister benevolently. This has been
made increasingly possible with the Lord’s provision of a deacon
for our congregation. Since then, various needs and circumstances
have come across our path to consider and pursue. There are
several people with ties to our congregation that are or have been
without jobs for a few months or even close to a year. We have
reached out to these people to see if we could visit and assist
through these trials. We also visited others who are experiencing
financial hardship, seeking to understand the history and nature of
the situation, assess the need, and determine how we can help.
Many in our congregation also spent a morning preparing
flowerbeds and planting flowers for a shut-in in our congregation.
The few hours spent working together and the time with this dear
woman was precious to us all and very meaningful to her and those
who care for her.
It is our prayer that as we set guidelines and lay groundwork for
relationships with people who may have burdens, that we would
point people to the compassionate One (Matthew 15:32; Mark 1:41;
Luke 10:33) who has promised to care (1 Peter 5:7) for His people in
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body and soul (Heidelberg Catechism Question and Answer 1).
New School Building
While planning and preparation have taken many years, the
new school building for the Holland Marsh District Christian
School, where we have worshipped for approximately 15 years, is
almost complete. While we have yet to finalize the rental agreement and are expecting an increase in fees, we are looking forward
to moving with them to the new location late this summer. Please
pray that the Lord will make it possible for us to use the new
building, that He would make the more accessible location a draw
to neighbors and others who will visit, and that the new place of
worship would be a Bethel for us.
We would like to thank everyone in the Heritage Reformed
Congregations for your prayers and for giving to the Domestic
Outreach Fund, which continues to support this work financially.
You are welcome to visit us any time (especially you Ontario
vacationers) to meet the flock and get to know us personally.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Esther Engelsma
Pacific Adventures
Jim Cromarty
The Pacific Ocean is the largest ocean in the
world and extends from the Arctic in the North
to the Antarctic in the South. It is an extraordinary part of the world with a wide variety of
animals, habitats, and cultures. Read the real life
stories of the explorers who discovered the
peoples and islands of this region, as well as the
missionaries who brought God’s word and the good news of the
gospel to the people living in the Pacific. (Christian Focus
Publications, paperback, 95 pages) $8.99|$6.75
Amy Carmichael: Beauty for Ashes
Iain H. Murray
Amy Carmichael (1867-1951) was a missionary
and author who spent over fifty years of her
life—without returning home—serving mainly
low caste girls and boys in South India. Iain
Murray’s concise biography provides an
enlightening and moving account of her
remarkable life and love for her Savior, as well
as perceptively drawing lessons from it. (Banner of Truth Trust,
paperback, 169 pages) $13.00|$10.00
"This is a love story of the noblest kind. It is an enriching
consideration of a woman’s relentless love for her Savior, her
Bible, her friends, and most uniquely, her love for lost, suffering
and desperate sinners—to whom she gave her life. Such devotion
as hers seems so distant. Reading this brief history will confront
and help to close that distance."—John MacArthur
"Iain Murray has written a superb account of this remarkable
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woman’s life… He has read her books and her poetry, and what he
writes reveals a keen understanding of the motives and undertakings of an extraordinary woman. It warmed my heart and
informed my mind… I cannot too enthusiastically recommend this
book."—Ian S. Barter
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Rev. Marty & Jess Slingerland
Burgessville Youth Group – Karen & Rudy Schuurman and
Henk & Michelle Vrugteveen
Our official youth group season in Burgessville has ended for this
year. We had a busy year and are thankful for all that we could
learn and do together.
We gained much practical instruction on relationships: with our
family, friends, the opposite sex, and most importantly with the
Lord. We were able to learn, discuss and share with each other. We
pray that God will bless the knowledge gained, not just as outward, practical help for our lives with others around us, but above
all that it would bring us to know the Lord and have a personal
relationship with Him. We are thankful for signs of God's work in
our youth and pray this would continue to grow.
We ended our season with a topic/campout weekend for the
young people from the Ontario churches. This was held at the
Vrugteveen residence. 65 young people were present for this event.
We began Friday evening with registration and setting up tents.
Supper was then served, followed by a topic by Pastor Lipsy, titled
"How can I know my calling in life?” We find this is an issue that
many young people struggle with today.
We then enjoyed an icebreaker game, followed by a campfire,
with hymn singing and a devotion by Pastor Overbeek. Pastor
Overbeek gave the young people some practical reasons why the
promises of God are precious to them. We were enjoying our
evening so much that sleep was the last thing on our minds!
After a delicious breakfast prepared by some of our parents, we
heard another topic by Pastor Neels on "Spiritual discernment for
young people". Pastor Neels gave our young people seven ingredients for spiritual discernment. We enjoyed some soccer, volleyball
and races, followed by a barbecue lunch. It was time to say goodbye to old and new friends. We hope these friendships will be
blessed. We pray that the topics heard and the year behind us will
benefit our youth, helping them make Godly life choices using the
gifts our Lord has given them. We thank God for His care over us
and His blessings to our youth during this year. They are a special
bunch!
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Ontario Youth Day 2015:

4. What was Esther’s nationality? (Esther 2:5-7)
B. Median
A. Persian
C. Jewish
D. Egyptian
5. What did Bigthan and Teresh try to do?
(Esther 2:21)
A. Kill Mordecai
B. Assassinate the king
C. Kill Haman
D. Overthrow the king
6. Why did Haman want to kill the entire Jewish nation?
(Esther 3:5-6)
A. He wanted to stop the Jews worshipping their God
B. Mordecai would not bow down to him
C. Queen Esther would not invite him to her feast
D. His servants told him the Jews wanted to
assassinate him

Attendees

7. What day was set for the extermination of the Jews?
(Esther 3:13)
A. Thirteenth day of Adar
B. Twelfth day of Elul
C. First day of Nisan
D. Second day of Sivan
Getting the camp fire
started
Topic/Workshop in
the old barn

BIBLE QUIZ - Book Esther
1. Who was the king of Persia in the book of Esther?
(Esther 1:1-2)
A. Ahasuerus
B. Darius
C. Nebuchadnezzar
D. Belshazzar
2. Who disobeyed the king by not coming when he called?
(Esther 1:12)
A. The serving maid
B. Memucan, the prince
C. Vashti, the queen
D. Zethar, the chamberlain
3. How did the king decide who his new wife would be?
(Esther 2:2-4)
A. He married the daughter of the king of Egypt
B. He held a contest
C. His chamberlain chose for him
D. He married his brother’s daughter
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8. What did Mordecai do when he heard about Haman’s
plan to kill the Jews? (Esther 4:1)
A. Cursed Haman in the street
B. Burned down Haman’s house
C. Put on sackcloth and ashes
D. Went to plead with the king
9. How long did Esther fast for before going to see the king?
(Esther 4:16)
A. Forty days and nights
B. Three days and nights
C. One day
D. Seven days
10. What did the king hold out to Esther to show she could
approach him? (Esther 5:2)
A. The golden crown
B. His hand
C. His ring
D. The golden sceptre
11. What is the name of Haman’s wife? (Esther 5:10)
A. Zeresh
B. Bigthana
C. Terea
D. Abihail
12. What did the king do when he couldn’t sleep? (Esther 6:1)
A. Read the history books
B. Counted sheep
C. Asked his servants to entertain him
D. Called for a glass of water
13. How did the king reward Mordecai for saving him from
an assassination attempt? (Esther 6:8-11)
A. He paid him 100 talents of silver
B. Haman led him through the streets on the king’s horse
C. He was given the king’s signet ring
D. He allowed him to be exempt from the Jewish
extermination order
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Revelation. These they would be afraid to take to church, or to use
in public, for fear the priests would get them and burn them. And
so societies of young persons were formed, and each member of
these societies was required to commit to memory some book of
the Bible. One would commit to memory the Gospel of St.
Matthew, another of St. Luke, another of St. John, and so forth.
And then, when they met for worship, --not in comfortable
churches, such as we have now, but upon some distant mountaintop, or, perhaps, in some retired valley or secret cave among the
Alps, where their enemies would not be likely to find them, --they
would sing and pray; and then the minister would call on the
young man who knew the Gospel of St. John to give them the fourteenth and fifteenth chapters of that book. He would stand up
before the minister, and repeat the chapters from memory, beginning, “Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe in God, believe
also in Me.” Another would be called upon to repeat the ninetyfirst Psalm; and he would begin, “He that dwelleth in the secret
place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty.” Then, perhaps, the minister would say, “Now let us
have the fortieth chapter of Isaiah” and another would rise and
begin: “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.” How
interesting it is to think about this! It was in such a way as this that
they had church in those days. This was one of the ways in which
the Bible was preserved before the art of printing was known….
Then let us love our Bible, more,
And take a fresh delight
By day to read their pages o’er
And meditate by night.

14. Who did Queen Esther invite to her banquets? (Esther 7:1)
A. Just the king
B. The king and Mordecai
C. The king and Haman
D. The king and his chief princes
15. How many banquets did Queen Esther hold?
(Esther 5:4, 8; 7:1-2)
A. One B. Two C. Three D. Four
16. How did Haman die? (Esther 7:10)
A. He was hanged on the gallows he prepared for
Mordecai
B. He was killed by the king’s princes by the sword
C. The Jews were allowed revenge by killing Haman
D. He was exiled to a distant land and died there
17. How did the king stop the extermination of the Jews?
(Esther 8:11)
A. He reversed his previous decree
B. He gave the Jews the right to defend themselves
C. He commanded the Jews to lock themselves in their
houses on the appointed day
D. He ordered that anyone who killed a Jew was to be
thrown into a den of lions
18. What color was Mordecai’s royal apparel? (Esther 8:15)
A. Red and white
B. White
C. Green and white
D. Blue and white
19. How many sons did Haman have? (Esther 9:10)
A. 5
B. 7 C. 10 D. 15

MISSION FINANCES

20. What festival was instituted to celebrate the fact that the
Jews were saved? (Esther 9:26-28)
A. Passover
B. Purim
C. Tabernacles
D. Atonement
Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

James van den Brink

THE BIBLE: THE WAY IN WHICH IT HAS BEEN PRESERVED
(Part 2) - Rev. Richard Newton (1813-1887)
“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129.
If we could only get together an account of all the curious ways
in which God taught His people to preserve their Bibles, when
their enemies were trying to destroy them, what an interesting
book it would make!
…. Before the art of printing was discovered, Bibles were very
scarce, and very dear. Every Bible that was used had to be carefully written out. There were men called scribes in those days,
whose business it was to do this writing. It used to take one of
those men about ten months to write out a whole Bible. Only
think of the great difference between those days and these in
which we live…. In the eleventh and twelfth centuries, no Bibles
were to be found in the churches; and in a whole congregation
perhaps only two or three families would be found who had single books of the Bible written out. One would have a copy of the
Psalms; another of Job; another of Isaiah; another of the Gospel of
St. John, or of the Epistle to the Romans, or of the Book of the
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Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements for the nine months
ending April 30, 2015. It is with great wonder that we reflect on
God’s amazing goodness wherein He continues to provide for
our every need.
This past quarter had donations somewhat lower than budget
along with an increase in some support expenses. This still
however leaves us with a small year-to-date net income. Our
year-end is almost here (July 31, 2015) and so I encourage you to
give to the Mission in this last quarter to ensure the year’s
financial obligations are met.
We have been experiencing considerable rain the last weeks in
Southern Ontario and so the first stanza of Psalter 286 (Psalm
104) comes to mind:
He waters the hills with rain from the skies,
And plentiful grass and herbs He supplies,
Supplying the cattle, and blessing man's toil
With bread in abundance, with wine and with oil.
And so it is, that He is also blessing our missionaries’ toils in
His vineyard. Please continue to pray fervently and give liberally for this great work of training men to preach the Gospel that
the Lord would add “to the church daily such as should be
saved.”
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Obed Molenaar Birthday – August 12
• Wilhelmina & Jason Krul Anniversary – September 8
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday - September 13
• Moses Molenaar Birthday – September 18
• Morgan Miskin Birthday – September 22
• Rev. Cees Molenaar Birthday – October 6
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday - July 24

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, , Pretoria, South Africa, 0159.
Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Krul Family, Email: jwkrul@gmail.com
Telephone 011 509 37 44 38 71
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
arthur@gkrietvallei.co.za Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Molenaar Family, c/o Logos Ministries, P.O. Box 3337, Lilongwe,
Malawi. Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or ceesmirjam@gmail.com
Telephone: +2651761393
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba Timor
NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if access is
available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North, P.O. Box 298,
Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada, email: tanabanas@gmail.com
Telephone: 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Sales Agreement #41497514
Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Go Preach My Gospel
“Go preach My Gospel,” saith the Lord,
“Bid the whole earth My grace receive;
He shall be saved that trusts My word,
He shall be damned that won’t believe.
“I’ll make your great commission known,
And ye shall prove My Gospel true,
By all the works that I have done,
By all the wonders ye shall do.
“Go heal the sick, go raise the dead,
Go cast out devils in My Name;
Nor let My prophets be afraid,
Though Greeks reproach, and Jews blaspheme.
“Teach all the nations My commands,
I’m with you till the world shall end;
All power is trusted to My hands,
I can destroy, and I defend.”
He spake, and light shone round His head;
On a bright cloud to Heav’n He rode;
They to the farthest nations spread
The grace of their ascended God.
Isaac Watts
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