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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

Chilliwack Kids Club with Shoeboxes

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://www.heritagereformed.com/index.php/glad-tidings
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MEDITATION

EDITORIAL

Lessons from the Lord’s Word
Rev. Terreth Klaver

We are told in Acts 17:16-18, “Now while Paul
waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred
in him, when he saw the city wholly given to
idolatry. Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that
met with him. Then certain philosophers of the
Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered
him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He
seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached
unto them Jesus, and the resurrection."
We will briefly consider three lessons (though there are many
more) from this passage. First, we should be concerned about the
souls of those around us who are not serving the only true LORD
and God. Paul's spirit is moved when he sees the people of Athens
given to idolatry. He has concern and grief when he witnesses
their alienation from God and their rebellion against Him. Our
Lord Jesus Christ showed similar concern during His earthly
ministry (Luke 19:41-44). Has your spirit ever been stirred at
unbelief and idolatry? Notice further that his spirit is stirred about
the idolatry that is right before him. Like Paul, our concern must
not be only for idolaters and unbelievers far away, but for the lost
souls in our own neighborhoods, cities, and surrounding
communities.
Second, we must respond to this stirring by obediently using
our gifts. Paul was a man of great learning, well spoken (Acts 22:3,
26:24), and called to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15).
He was called, equipped, and able to reason, dialogue, argue, and
explain the gospel. You might not have Paul's calling and gifts to
"dispute”, but the Lord has given all His people gifts (Romans
12:1-15, I Cor. 12:1-14). What gifts have you been given? How can
you use them as He stirs your heart? Further, He calls all His
people to "sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason
of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.” (I Peter 3:15)
Third, he speaks to them of "Jesus and the resurrection" or we
could say of His Person and Work. He did not speak of himself,
but of Christ and what He has done and the certainty of coming
judgment (Acts 17:22-31). As we seek to use our gifts to serve and
give answers to our neighbors in throes of unbelief and idolatry,
let us seek to do so focusing on the great truths of the gospel: what
Jesus has done, how He has done it, and what this means for
sinners.
May the Spirit of our Lord Jesus convict us of these few lessons
drawn from the Lord's Word.

Our concern must not be only for idolaters and unbelievers far
away, but for the lost souls in our own neighborhoods, cities,
and surrounding communities.
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A Very Profound Lesson
Jake Sinke

Dear Mission Family,
The most profound sermon that was ever
preached was delivered by our Lord Jesus
Christ and is recorded for us in Matt. 5:2 states,
"And He opened His mouth, and taught them
saying," which is then followed by three
chapters of incredible instruction for mankind!
Verse 2 is a lesson and a calling for us. We are
called to spread the word to all nations and languages, beginning at Jerusalem (at home) and extending out to the
four corners of this earth. We are called to speak to our fellow
human beings and share the incredible message of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The Mission Committee of the Heritage Reformed
Churches has received a mandate from our synod to seek ways to
enhance mission work, primarily through means of teaching
others to bring the biblical message clearly and succinctly. We are
humbled that doors remain open for us to work in this way in
South Africa and Malawi. Through teaching those who will teach
others, our missionaries need to speak using God's word as the
foundation. It is important to note as well that we speak by our
actions and reactions too. How careful we should be, at home and
abroad, how we speak and act!
Our Lord Jesus Christ clearly identified eight different definitions of blessed (or happy) people. These happy people are those
who by grace know their own guilt and shortcomings, who know
that Godly sorrow that works true repentance and dependence on
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus. As we review these eight
definitions of "blessed or happy" people, some questions may
arise in our minds. However, these "happy" people are blessed
even when they mourn, are poor in spirit or hunger and thirst
after righteousness. Their focus is on our Lord and Saviour who
supplies all their needs, comforts them in their mourning, lifts up
their spirits and feeds them from His word. These "happy” people
are meek, merciful, pure in heart and peacemakers. God's "happy"
people, in some small way, emulate the qualities of our Lord Jesus
Christ. How can the persecuted and reviled be "happy"? you may
ask. Their focus and love is on their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
and their future with Him in glory! If they are persecuted and
reviled “for His sake", a promise is added and that is the true
reason for hope and happiness for persecuted people, as Jesus said
in verse 12: “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your
reward in heaven...”.
We are grateful for your continued financial support and for
your prayers. Mission work continues despite opposition in many
areas of the globe. Satan is very deceitful and always alert and
ready to take advantage of our deceitful and sinful hearts. He has
over 6,000 years’ experience in seeking to break down wherever
the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ prospers and His name is
promoted and lifted up. However, we do not despair. Our Lord
has promised that He would be with us to the end of the age, and
even at this moment, He is sitting at the right hand of His Father
and our Father, praying for His church. May His kingdom come!
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke
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MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba Update

Wendell, Samuel,
Iwan and Amos

Bill Sommer

We had many visitors this past summer, several from the
Netherlands and from Canada; two of our daughters came and a
total of four of our grandchildren. It was so nice to share our work
with them. The following is a letter from our grandson Wendell.

My Experience at the Children’s Home in Sumba – Wendell
Roloson
I will never forget this experience. When I heard that there was an
opportunity to travel to Sumba with some of my cousins, I
jumped on it. When we arrived in TanaMbanas at the Children’s
Home I could not believe how many children there were and all
so full of love for one another. Many of the children are very
talented; I loved listening to them singing and playing the
different instruments. I even asked one of the children to teach me
to play one of the instruments; I took a video of her playing.
The older boys are very acrobatic. I watched in awe as they
climbed the palm trees. It reminded me of when I was a kid; I just
wanted to join them. I went there with the plan to teach the older
children Taekwondo. It is a fun way of teaching the children
respect for their elders and each other, and self-defense at the
same time. I brought a T-shirt for each child; some were paid for
with donations from family and friends. The children loved them;
my other cousins brought baseball caps for them. I took the
children (13 years-old and over) to the school where we could
practice safely on the gym mats; it did not take long before they
were teaching me some flipping techniques. What fun we had!
They made it look so easy, but it is good to take lessons from each
other even if they are younger than we are. They taught me how
to play ping-pong too. The government gave all the schools pingpong tables, mats and other gym equipment and the children
make good use of it.
The stars seem a lot closer in Sumba, so one night we went
outside and the boys showed me the Milky Way. Very cool.
On Sunday, we walked to church and it was so nice to see the
people from the villages around come and worship together.
At the end of our two-week stay, the children and I had
become fast friends and some even felt like family. As we were
ready to leave some of the children gave a letter along, which
said, “We will not say goodbye to you because maybe we will see
each other again someday. Thank you for everything and God
bless you and your family”. So we did not say goodbye, but I sure
plan to send letters with some pictures along the next time my
grandfather comes home for a visit.
It was a beautiful experience that left me happy but also sad. I
wish I could have stayed longer; I left part of my heart there;
maybe someday I can go back again. This experience certainly
changed me; I look at things and people differently. How good we
have it here in the Western world! The children are in my
thoughts and prayer every day.
2

Wendell and Jacob
having fun with
the older boys

Amanda
teaching the
children new
songs
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Asri, Amanda,
Annamarie,
Ingrid and
Yumi

Bijawak: these lizards eat the
chickens

Drying Ubi Kayu
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Having fun doing exercise

Caleb with Anita

Hiking to visit
Mawara

Love to climb trees

MALAWI –
Opening of Nkhoma University

This photo was taken on October 3, 2015, at the official launch of
the Nkhoma University. The university is really an expansion of
what already existed in the theological institute with three additional programs: education, nursing, and commerce. I will need a
few paragraphs to share what it captures.
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Person #1 is Reverend Brian Kamwendo, lecturer of theology
at Nkhoma, deputy general secretary of the CCAP (Presbyterian
Church) whom we know as a graduate of PRTS. He served as the
Master of Ceremonies at this occasion. He reminds us that receiving international students at Nkhoma Theological Seminary is a
privilege and an opportunity to make an impact worldwide.
Person #2 is Dr. Christo Wiese, a Christian businessman from
South Africa. He and his family supported the renovation of
university facilities. His main message was the church should not
accept the common pessimism concerning Africa’s development,
but anticipate the need for educated Christian workers, trusting
that God is as much the Lord of Africa as of any other part of the
world.
Next to him is Prof. Hofmeyer (3) from the Dutch Reformed
Church in South Africa. He will serve the university as vicechancellor. In 1889, his church’s mission landed in Malawi and
started its first elementary schools a year later. Education was at
the center of missionary work even before the government took
responsibility for it. While past retirement age, Prof. Hofmeyer’s
involvement here echoes that same conviction: the ministry of the
church cannot do without quality Christian education.
Person #4 represents the church in this story in the person of
Rev. Dr. Msangaambe, the synod moderator. In 1962, the church
became officially independent from the South African mother
church. Just over 50 years later, the church is matured and
self-governing in every sense of the word. In fact, the presence of
quite a number of doctors of theology that festive day provides
ample proof of the same belief in training and study. The
moderator installed the university council chair, vice-chancellor,
and the registrar, symbolizing that the university is initiated and
spiritually supported by the church.
Slightly in the background next to him is Dr. Golden Msilimba
(5), representing the Ministry of Education. He has been the main
contact person the university worked with to acquire
accreditation. His presence emphasizes the recently increased
effort the Malawi government has put into the provision of
tertiary education in Malawi.
The sixth listed in the picture is Dr. Archwell Katani, a CCAP
pastor who lectures both at the Nkhoma University and at
African Bible College. He is just one of a number of CCAP
pastors actively involved in teaching ministry.
Finally, number 7 is Rev. Dr. Lazarus Chakwera, leader of the
Malawi opposition party MCP. He ran for president in the 2014
elections. The CCAP is one of the main churches in Malawi and
good relationships between political parties and the church are
maintained. Many civil servants of any rank belong to the
Presbyterian Church.
As I drove home, I had much to ponder. I was grateful to
witness such a hopeful and enthusiastic event, showing the
vibrancy of the church in Africa. The church (and this is not limited to the CCAP) is given an open door to witness to the Gospel
in the public sphere and plays a valuable role in the educational
sector in Malawi. What great and exciting possibilities does this
create to train men and women from a Biblical worldview within and outside the church! I was grateful to acknowledge the
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many gifts God has given to His church in terms of educated
leaders. It was wonderful to realize that African Bible College has
contributed to this university in the form of Master Program
graduates teaching there. And those who earn a Bachelor at
Nkhoma are very welcome to continue their education at African
Bible College based on the friendly relationships we maintain.
At the same time, prayers formulated in my heart, and I
encourage you to join me in support of this young institution. I
pray that the church will be able to faithfully fulfill this great
responsibility. Previously, in the history of the church, the desire
to make a difference in the world gradually changed to the church
adjusting to the world. I pray also that the church will stay
focused-- amidst the many (financial) possibilities this
educational institution will offer-- on her core task of preaching
the Gospel, ministering in mercy and compassion, and safeguarding the church of Christ; that she will develop a strong biblical
theological spinal cord that will tie all teaching and ministry
together; and that humble gospel ministry will continue to be
regarded as the highest and most privileged calling mortal men
may receive. Let us thus pray for the new Nkhoma University to
become a beacon of truth in the land of Malawi.

Grace and Mirjam Molenaar have been working towards official
registration of Nyenyezi Ministry, as a Malawian Community
development project. We are now official!

Photo Update – Mirjam Molenaar

Playing Volleyball with students is one of Cees' most favorite
activities after lecturing for a couple hours.
Nyenyezi Ministry opened its pre-school / Kindergarten program
September 7. Eighty kids receive Christian Education every day
in the community now. May the Lord use it for the building of His
Kingdom. Let the children come to Me, Jesus said.

Coming to the Nyenyezi Children’s Ministry program every
Thursday with his homemade hat.
4

Joas lives about 30 minutes away from the dormant volcano Mt.
Longonot, Kenya. He loves spending free time outdoors and goes
for hikes regularly. Here he stands at the highest peak of the crater
rim of the volcano that erupted 150 years ago. Ever since the eruption, a forest has been growing on the crater floor. The mountain
range in the background is where Joas’ boarding school RVA is
located. All this Massai land is an awesome part of Africa.
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Rhoda and her close friend coming home from school.

Obed and Moses spending time at Lake Malawi's beach with kids
from the lake village.

SOUTH AFRICA – Grace
Reformed Church Plant

We have been working for the last few years with the Reformed
Church Annlin to establish an English-speaking church in the
northern suburbs of Pretoria. By God’s grace, this church plant
has continued to grow slowly but steadily. What follows is an
excerpt from a recent report, written for the mother church, on the
history of the work:
The ministry of Grace Reformed Church of Northern Pretoria
started more than three years ago. At first, it was just an idea, a
vision in the minds of the ministers, Rev. Attie Venter and Dr.
Heinrich Zwemstra. They, together with the Annlin church
council and several advisors including Dr. Brian DeVries, started
making plans for a morning service to serve people in the local
community who wanted to worship in English.
The first English service was held in May 2012, and services
continued each week thereafter. Dr. DeVries preached several
weeks later for the Pentecost service, and later that year his family started attending the services each week when he was not
preaching elsewhere. The morning English service continued for

DECEMBER 2015

the rest of that year, with a small number of committed people
who were slowly being united into a spiritual family.
Several families were involved with the church plant from the
beginning. The Carsten family served to provide hospitality. Rev.
Pascal Nsenga and his family also attended, and he preached a
number of times in 2012 until he went up into Africa. The
Phoshoko family was also with the church plant from the
beginning.
Dr. DeVries continued to preach for the English service from
time to time. Then in December 2012, he was invited to consider
a call to become the church planting minister of the new ministry.
Dr. DeVries was at that time completing church planting work in
Sunnyside and they had already called a full-time pastor. At first
delayed by several external factors, the official call was finally
extended and Dr. DeVries felt led to accept it on Ascension Day
2013.
Dr. DeVries was installed as a church planting minister on 17
August 2013. A Steering Committee was appointed shortly
thereafter for the church plant. It consisted of godly men from the
congregation who serve to provide leadership and to report to the
Annlin church council. It is likely that some men will be chosen
from this committee to become elders and deacons of the church
once it is ready to be fully established.
The church plant has grown slowly over the last two years. A
Sunday evening Bible study group was added towards the end of
2013 and, around the same time, Lanae DeVries started a biweekly women’s Bible study group. Dr. DeVries has taught
several cycles of new membership classes, meeting each week for
eight months on either Sundays or a weeknight. The church plant
leaders have conducted regular home visits throughout the year,
also with the help of the two ministers of the Afrikaans church.
From the beginning, we have had an active children’s ministry.
The young children meet during the morning service for a simple
Bible lesson and activities, organized by Liezel Moore and others.
Kidane Tesfay and others are busy from time to time with local
evangelism, and we recently hosted an evangelism-training
workshop with about 35 participants. The hospitality team
organizes a fellowship lunch several times a year, in addition to
organizing the time of fellowship after the morning service each
Sunday.
The church plant started catechism classes at the beginning of
2015. These classes meet before the morning service each Sunday
for school-aged children and teens. We also have a Young Adults
fellowship on Sunday evenings from time to time. A number of
baptisms have been administered, including one adult baptism
recently of an older man who joined the church with his family.
The present membership consists of about twenty-five adult
members (not including their children) and many more regular
attendees.
We recently chose the future name of our church: Grace
Reformed Church of Northern Pretoria. Our new website,
www.gracereformed.co.za, corresponds with the advertisement
flyers we are circulating in the community. A bulletin with church
news is published each week by Paul Smit, who also leads a
weekly Bible study at the local university campus.
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The Steering Committee presently consists of six men: Dr.
Brian DeVries (chairman), John Grotenhuis (secretary), Thinus
Roos (treasurer), Lusani Netshitomboni, Paul Smit, and Kidane
Tesfay, together with the two Afrikaans ministers as advisory
members. The Steering Committee is now also responsible for
managing the church plant’s bank account and finances.
Our plans for the future include increasing the number of
catechism classes for school-aged children, improving our
worship singing with a printed song book, adding a time of corporate prayer for the ministry of the church, and improving our
adult teaching and Bible study programs. We pray that God will
continue to bless this work, both with further spiritual growth as
well as increased membership.

SOUTH AFRICA –Pray for Us

“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have
free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: And that we
may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men
have not faith. But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and
keep you from evil. And we have confidence in the Lord touching
you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command
you. And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and
inthe patient waiting for Christ.” 2 Thess. 3:1-5

Students and tutors with some church members of the Bochabelo
Distance group which is in northern South Africa

Chatting to the
daughter of
the Tutor at
the Booysens
Distance group
6
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A single student of the Faza Island,
Kenya Distance Group who hopes to
graduate soon. He travels 4 hours to
write tests and exams with a
missionary.

Representatives and administration of the Booysens Distance
group. Many of the 12 students of this group are of Ethiopian
heritage and study in a college in a suburb of Johannesburg.

Four of the students from the Pinetown Distance group: Sibusiso
Phungula, Bafana Gwacela, Sbusiso Ngcongo and Lucky Dube

Distance Students from Bumala, Kenya
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The Tutor Dr. Eric Ngala from Bumala, Kenya promoting
Mukhanyo Distance in Kampala, Uganda

The Tutor Dr. Eric Ngala from Bumala, Kenya promoting
Mukhanyo Distance in the Democratic Republic of the Congo
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Thank the Lord and pray for these students and tutors of the
various Mukhanyo Distance Learning groups mentioned above.
Pray that they may be wonderful Christian disciples and examples to their families, churches and communities as we wait for
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CHURCH EVANGELISM

Side by Side Ministry - Janet Les
The Side by Side Ministry of the Chilliwack HRC coordinates a
large variety of small roles. We can say, “Many hands make light
work!” Ladies of the congregation meet twice a year to report and
plan. Perhaps you will find some ideas here, and we appreciate
hearing about your projects as well.
Baby and Bridal showers are hosted at someone’s home. To keep
it simple, we give monetary gifts and “bring an appetizer to
share”.
Church Calendar – Sandra and Joyce collect photos of church
events and produce a calendar each year, which includes
members’ birthdays and anniversaries. Monthly themes include
youth events, women’s events, men’s retreat, missionaries, new
babies and weddings, etc.
Card Showers – Jenny emails the congregation when someone
needs encouragement. This acts as a prayer chain as well.
Cookie Dough Fundraiser – An annual event for a mission
project, last year Leanne coordinated a day of about 20 ladies
working together to make 870 pounds of cookie dough with
donated ingredients to raise $3,300 for Nakekela. Each year a
different project is sponsored.

Meals – Ladies of the congregation prepare and deliver a
home-cooked meal to members who have a new baby, illness or
difficulty in their family. Joyce coordinates this by email and
phone calls.
Missionary Families – The DeVries, Krul, Miskin, Molenaar
families and Jane Korevaar are each matched with a Side-by-Side
woman who keeps in touch with them and passes on needs and
praise to members.
Ruth & Naomi Mission – Once a month our church provides and
prepares a meal for 100 to 150 at the Chilliwack mission for poor
and homeless people. Several in our congregation are also
involved in bringing a message and helping out at Ruth & Naomi.
Secret Friends – Once a year women who wish to participate get
together to find out who their friend was the last year and are
matched with a new “secret friend”. Through the year, we bless
each other with small gifts and surprises.
Feminine Hygiene Kits – Our “sewing group” gets together regularly to make sustainable feminine hygiene kits in collaboration
with www.daysforgirls.org. These have been distributed to needy
women by mission teams in Haiti, Kenya, South Africa, etc.

Side by Side Sewing Group

MAF Sale – Our congregation’s missionary family, Jason and Will
Krul, receive support from an annual Spring sale, which includes
a bake, plant and garage sale, lunch and car wash. We divide the
proceeds into 12 monthly payments, and hope to continue
sponsoring their new work for Hungry for Life.
Picnic and Potluck – By turn, each year two families organize
food and activities for a September church picnic and January
potluck supper.
Sunshine Visits – Elderly members, widows, and others receive a
visit from two women twice a year. Ruth passes around a sign-up
sheet for this at our meetings and it is quickly filled.
Chilliwack’s Side-by-Side Committee is interested in trying
new ways to raise funds for mission work. Please email
janetles@shaw.ca if you have experience with a successful
fundraiser! We thank the LORD for unity, love and energy to bless
others and be blessed.
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Preparing cookie dough

Chilliwack Prison Ministry – Richard den Hertog
Every Thursday night our prison team is privileged to go and
spend an hour at Pacific Regional Training Centre. PRTC is a
mixed prison, with some in for life or very long sentences and
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others who are only in for a short time until they will be released
back into general society. We have seen many inmates come and
go over the ten years we have been going to this prison and we
pray that God's Word will remain with them. At this point in time,
we have nine men on our team, and we usually go with two or
three men. On average, there are four to ten men attending the
weekly Bible study, and we are currently making our way
through the gospel of Mark. We find many times that they teach
us lessons while we seek to teach them, and it is a joy to go to
prison and study with these men. It is our prayer that God's Word
sown will bear much fruit, and that the men will remain faithful
to the Lord even after release from prison.
Letter from a Prisoner:
Dear friends in Christ,
I want to take this moment to say thank you for sending your
brothers in Christ each Thursday evening to conduct our Bible
study at Regional Treatment Center. Pray that the staff at the
entrance will be favorable to the brothers with a clear announcement for the 8 pm Bible study. Pray the Lord will bring the fellows
out He wants to attend. The inmate attendance seems to fluctuate
from four to fifteen men. The length of stay for inmates varies
from three to nine months for some or for others, older men
depending on mental health or age, can be years.
For your encouragement from the above facts since 2009 to
August 13, 2015, we have had 235 different men attend the study.
We believers have a calling to sow the seed of the Word of God
around us to those we meet each day. Other believers enjoy the
harvest we see happening in our Bible studies. I can recall in
memory seeing and hearing many precious moments around the
table when fellows opened up to tell how the Lord Jesus reached
or was reaching deep in their hearts and lives to make changes.
This is the work of reaching isolated, lonely, and troubled men for
Jesus.
Continue to pray for your brothers you send out each
Thursday night for safe travel here, fruitful ministry at the study
with the inmates and a safe return trip.
For me and the other brothers in Christ here it is the highlight
of our week.

DOMESTIC OUTREACH

The Domestic Outreach Committee (DOC) is
continuing slowly and steadily with its work.
The pastors and consistories of the Heritage
Reformed Congregations of Bradford Ontario,
Plymouth Wisconsin, and Harrison Arkansas
continue to be upheld by our Lord Jesus. The
different liaison committees of the DOC continue to support and encourage these congregations. The committee is also developing the first draft of a
questionnaire to help assess the possibility of beginning church
plants with interested groups.
The church-planting subcommittee of the DOC, consisting of
Pastor VanderZwaag, Mr. John Beeke, and myself, is inquiring of
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the congregations of our denomination what church planting work
they might be considering and how we might be able to help them.
We are attempting to assemble a list of various resources to aid our
congregations in evangelism and church planting. Also, we have
been tasked with promoting mission and outreach awareness in our
congregations. We are considering various strategies and how best
to help without duplicating the actions already being taken by local
consistories.
We are also seeking to learn how other conservative Reformed
and Presbyterian Churches are conducting outreach and church
planting in North America. I recently had the privilege of speaking
with an old friend and classmate, Dr. Nathan Eshelman. Dr.
Eshelman is one of the pastors of the Los Angeles Reformed
Presbyterian Church and is president of the Home Mission Board of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America (RPCNA).
Lord willing, I hope to be in further contact with him and other
brothers from the RPCNA to see what approaches they have been
taking and how the Lord has blessed them in their work.
Please continue to keep the work of the DOC and the churchplanting subcommittee in your prayers. Please pray particularly
that:
1. The Lord would continue to provide the necessary funds for this
important work.
2. Our congregations would have a burden to reach out to those
around us in North America and not just those within our own
subcultures.
3. The congregations of Bradford, Plymouth, and Harrison would
know continued strength, blessing, and spiritual and numerical
growth.
Thank you for your kind attention and prayers. Our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.

Grace Reformed Christian Church
Harrison, Arkansas

It is been awhile since we shared with you
how it is going in the Ozark Mountains. As
you may know, our small town has less than
13,000 people and yet more than 60 churches! It is a bewildering maze for one who
wants to become a Christian. Where to start?
It is also confusing for many in our region
who already profess to be a Christian. As we wrote last October,
many have some knowledge of God’s Word but have it mixed with
a variety of views, which are completely contrary to the basics of
the Christian faith. It is a form of syncretism, a blending of different
religions, very much as we hear from our missionaries in South
Africa. Apart from that, most churches here are strongly Arminian
and Baptist.
Yet we do have people coming into our Christian Book Nook
and sharing with us that they have come to believe in the sovereignty of God. Just recently, which happens quite a bit, a couple
came in and asked what ‘Reformed’ means. They see the sign on
our church: Grace Reformed Christian Church. But this man, as
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some others have done, quickly finished off when I began to
explain it, and he did a great job at it! He told me that he was an
elder in a Baptist church a couple of hours east of us, and has been
teaching the Reformed faith to his pastor and to an adult class. As
the conversation went on he asked why we baptize children, and
I had a wonderful opportunity to explain that to him. I gave him
the booklet about our denomination: What Are the HRC? He also
purchased a book and promised to be back.
Since we started our Book Nook last fall we have not sold
many books, but we did give away many booklets and tracts. We
also had opportunity to counsel a number of people and bear
witness of God’s sovereign grace gospel to those who stroll in as
they shop in downtown Harrison. We have improved the displays
of the books, including two square stands with books arranged for
easy perusal. We hope to place them on the sidewalk, especially
for community festivals when we have increased traffic, for
people to take a quick look at some of the most appealing and
representative books we have available, at cost.

The day after I wrote the first draft of this article something
happened I wish to share with you. A young man, Joshua Bennet,
came in covered in sweat. He said he had been skate boarding, he
lived in Alaska, and was visiting some friends here. I did not have
much expectation, but he proceeded to pick up one book after
another while at the same time keeping up a very edifying conversation. We talked for more than an hour, but let me share one main
thing. He was born 27 years ago, grew up in Mountain Home, an
hour east of Harrison, moved to Pennsylvania, divorced his wife
and was excommunicated by his church. But God convicted him
and led him back to his church to repent and be received into
communion again. He said, “Most churches don’t do discipline
anymore, but I tell you it works.” I just could not believe my ears,
because I was just in the middle of preaching a short sermon series
on church discipline from Matthew 18, with one more to go. I said
that I had just told the congregation that I knew of only one
person who has come back to confess sin and be readmitted. I
trust you see God’s gracious providence in this, as well as the
great encouragement this was for both of us. By then he had
collected almost $130.00 worth of books. He paid with $200.00
cash and told me to put the change in the collection. When he left,
he told me, “Tell your church: discipline works! You may use my
name, but please also ask them to pray for Marci that she would
be saved and come back to me.”
We have regularly been in touch with the House of Hope, a
local homeless shelter that provides great help to those who need
it, including Bible study, job application, etc. There are a few
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shelters for battered women, women with addictions, etc.
However, we learned that there are quite a number of homeless
mothers with children. We have the privilege to be involved with
the planning of a shelter for them, called The Hope Cottages. A
local Episcopal church offered their Christian school, which closed
a few years ago, for rent at $1.00 per year. Drawings for remodeling this into eight apartments are almost completed. This place
also includes a kitchen and a classroom. One of the requirements
for these mothers to have a free 3-month stay is to take a number
of classes, some of which we hope to teach, God willing.
At the end of April, I received an invitation from the owner of
KGCS 960 AM, a local radio station, which broadcasts in 19
counties in Northern Arkansas. He wrote that he was a former
pastor who felt called to bring God’s Word by means of radio. He
bought KGCS, an existing country and gospel station and asked
pastors to air their sermons. He was disappointed to see very few
were interested. When I said that our sermons are quite
traditional, in content and length he said, “No problem at all.’ He
has another church which cuts the sermon into three parts (following the traditional three points…) and airs them in three sections.
He offered us Monday and Wednesday mornings at 7:45 am with
the conclusion on Sunday morning at 10:00 am. Instead of the two
dollars per minute for 45 minutes (which according to him is about
one tenth of the going rate) he will charge us only $65 per week, for
a whole sermon. In addition to that, he has short spots throughout
the week to advertise our sermons free!
Our council and male members approved the plan, so we have
now broadcast a little over 20 sermons in a series on the Book of
Acts. This part of Scripture has provided us with opportunities to
address several of today’s issues, which are in many ways similar
to the ones the early church faced. For example, the importance of
testing everything we hear and experience with God’s infallible
Word, baptisms of believers and their households due to the
promise being to them and to their seed and to all who are afar off
(Acts 2:39), how and when to obey God more than man, etc. So far,
we have not had feedback, but please pray that many would be
blessed as they listen in their cars or in their homes.
Please also pray for our Book Nook, our free or by donation
counseling service, the Hope Cottages, and for our little
congregation as we are quite isolated from other Reformed or
Presbyterian churches. At times, it feels like we are missionaries in
our own country.

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS

In Defense of the Fatherless: Redeeming
International Adoption and Orphan Care
Sara Brinton & Amanda Bennett
This book invites readers on a journey through the
Bible to understand God’s heart for orphans and widows. Designed as a practical resource for Christian
families and churches, it empowers and inspires
Christians to reform international adoption and
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orphan care. It casts a powerful vision for the end of the orphan
crisis, inviting Christians to protect and provide for orphans and
widows in response to God’s mercy. (Christian Focus, paperback,
298 pages) $14.99|$11.25

David Brainerd: A Love for the Lost
Brian H. Cosby
David Brainerd arose in the early 1700s as a compassionate and fearless missionary to the various
Indian tribes in America. Riding on his horse
across rivers, over mountains, and through
towns, Brainerd carried the gospel of Jesus Christ
to the lost, the hurting, and the broken. This book
takes the reader on a journey from Brainerd's
teenage years on the farm and his expulsion from Yale to his
preaching on the frontier and his death in his late 20s. The reader
will be encouraged, inspired, and challenged by Brainerd’s
perseverance and single-minded devotion. (Christian Focus,
paperback, 155 pages) $8.99|$6.75

Lottie Moon: Changing China for Christ
Nancy Drummond
Lottie Moon was a dark-eyed, raven-haired mischief at school. She played pranks, cracked jokes
and skipped church as often as possible. Her
mother longed for Lottie to trust in Christ but
Lottie did not want anything to do with God—
she felt she did not need him. So how did this
young girl have her life transformed so that she
lived through the American civil war, taught at
school, and finally went to China as a missionary to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with thousands of people on that great
continent? Read her story to find out. (Christian Focus, paperback, 157 pages) $8.99|$6.75
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

What makes our youth program shine is the flow and focus of
the program and the people involved. Each event, be it service or
group building, is focused on teaching the youth their need for
Christ and how Christians are called to serve Him. There is an
evangelical focus and a practical focus to each event. Further, our
youth program is not geared for just "our youth" but all youth
who desire to come. Our hope is that not just our youth will come
to know Christ and desire to serve Him, but that friends and
other family members of the same age group would as well.
The article included below, by Ashlyn Roos, demonstrates
these special aspects of our youth program well. Please pray that
the Lord would bless the efforts of the volunteers and that our
young people and their friends would learn to love the Lord Jesus
Christ and desire to serve Him. As our Lord Himself has said, "If
ye love me, keep my commandments.” (John 14:15)

Chilliwack: Shoeboxes – Ashlyn Roos
Where are the toothbrushes? Does everyone have soap? Did you
bring a picture? These were just some of the questions whipping
around our crowded youth room. We were filling shoeboxes for
the children in the Philippines. It was a rainy October night, and
the older youth (Gr 6-12) had just finished shopping at Walmart
and the dollar store for the things to put in the shoeboxes. We
could choose to do our shoeboxes for a girl or a boy, and which
age category. The Kid’s Club (Gr 3-5) had previously finished
their shoeboxes, but they did not go shopping as everything was
provided for them. At the end of the night, we had completed
more than fifty shoeboxes, with forty-one youth showing up. We
also included a personal letter and a picture to put in our shoebox. As we made them, we thought about the kids who would
receive them and how much they would enjoy their gifts. This is
important because, not only will the children be blessed by the
gifts, it might be the first time some of them hear about the Bible
and Jesus. That is the most important thing of all.

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Chilliwack Youth Group – Rev. Terreth Klaver
The Chilliwack Heritage Reformed youth program follows a
traditional structure, but the people and the focus of the events
make it a very special one. Our youth group is broken down into
four different grade levels: Kid's Club (grades 3-5), Junior Youth
(grades 6-9), Senior Youth (grades 10-12), and College and Careers
(graduated and older). We have a youth board that oversees the
youth program, made up of volunteers that have gone through
orientation and training, along with a delegate from the
consistory. The board meets twice a year to plan events and
activities throughout the year for the different age groups. These
alternate between service and fun, group-building events.
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Janae

Kimberly and Staci

out to speak out against the mass genocide and holocaust of our day?
With God’s help, we can make an awesome difference to the most
vulnerable of our society! Let our voices be heard in a chorus of
protest. Let’s end the killing!
"Choice" Chain in Hamilton, Ontario

Gabe and Tara

Jordan: Fighting for the Unborn - Julia DeHaan
God uses acts of love to bring about human beings in His own
image that have never existed before and will never exist again.
And the world's response is to carve 'Return to Sender' in their
corpses and fling them one by one back into eternity. As
Christians, we have a duty to defend and speak up against
abortion in our society.
Niagara against Abortion began about a year ago with the help
of the Canadian Center for Bio-ethical Reform. Although we use
their argument strategies, political stance, and defense system, we
are our own pro-life group. Every Tuesday (and we recently
started Thursdays as well) we meet together and do 'Choice'
Chain on the corner of a busy intersection in the Niagara Region.
Here we use signs with abortion victim photography and images
of healthy babies in the womb.
The human rights argument is the basis of our stance against
abortion. We ask our audience if they believe in human rights;
what they think the offspring of two humans is; and if something
is growing, isn’t it alive? Using these three questions, although
they may seem obvious, will draw the conclusion that abortion is
a human rights violation. We use common ground, analogies and
questions when building a bridge from difficult situations the
woman faces to who the pre-born children are (which is the
fundamental question we must answer).
We see changed minds weekly, and see awesome results. Here
is an example: A few weeks ago, we were encouraged by a
woman and her daughter who stopped at our ‘Choice’ Chain. She
mentioned seeing our signs before as well as other billboards. The
daughter was 21 weeks pregnant and considering an abortion,
but changed her mind after seeing our signs.
Pro-life activism is always worth our time. Through the grace
of God, we are able to hand out crisis pregnancy center cards and
resources, we are able to show love through speaking the truth
and we are presented with an opportunity to talk about the gospel
to the hurt and struggling individuals we meet. Will you stand
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We participated in the life chain in Grimbsy

We hand out many
resources and
abortion pamphlets

MISSION FINANCES
James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements for the year ending July
31, 2015. God has again sustained the operations of our mission
endeavors for another year. Thanks be to God and to all the cheerful
givers.
As you will notice in the statements, the revenues far surpassed the
budget. On the expense side, expenses were overall better than budget
on a line by line basis with the exception of the mission staff support.
This is due almost exclusively to foreign exchange. As mentioned in an
earlier report, the budget was prepared with a USD to CAD rate of 1.00
whereas the average over the year was approximately 1.20. When
presenting the figures in CAD, this then shows a large budget overrun.
The USD equivalent however, is very close to the budgeted amount. In
terms of foreign exchange risk, while all of the mission support
payments are USD, this risk is significantly mitigated by the fact that
nearly half of the donations received are USD, and so reducing the
need to convert CAD to USD.
As I write, the autumn colours are in arrayed in full glory,
displaying God’s handiwork. At this time also, we remember the great
Reformation in our Reformed “Heritage”, which through the “foolishness of preaching”, is being spread to the ends of the earth. We must
then confess, as Martin Luther did:
Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing;
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing:
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same,
And He must win the battle.
Soli Deo Gloria!
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
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Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
• Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.

o

• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
• Micah DeVries Birthday – February 8
• Mirjam & Rev. Cees Molenaar Anniversary – February 10
• Mirjam Molenaar Birthday – March 4

CONTACT INFORMATION

DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179

Jane Korevaar, c/o Mukhanyo Theological College, P.O. Box 594,
KwaMhlanga, South Africa, 1022. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529

y

s

Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria, South
Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
arthur@gkrietvallei.co.za Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Molenaar Family, c/o African Bible College, P.O. Box 1028,
Lilongwe, Malawi. Email: molenaarcees@gmail.com or
ceesmirjam@gmail.com Telephone: +2651761393
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Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247
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PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
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Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Tell the Blessed Tidings

Tell the blessed tidings, children of the King,
With your glad hosannas make the morning ring:
Songs of His salvation nevermore should cease;
Crown Him with your praises, hail Him Prince of Peace!
Round His throne of triumph happy hosts attend,
His the power and glory, kingdom without end.

Tell the blessed tidings, ye whose ears have heard;
Tell it to the captives waiting for His Word:
Tell the hungry nations, longing to be fed,
Of the living water and the heav’nly bread.
Mighty to deliver, tender Guide and Friend,
His the power and glory, kingdom without end.

Bear the blessed tidings, over land and sea;
Lo, the morning breaketh, and the shadows flee!
Whosoever heareth, speed the news along,
Join with men and angels, in salvation’s song.
Christ the world’s Redeemer, Savior, Guide and Friend!
Thine the power and glory, kingdom without end!
Emily H. Miller
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