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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://www.heritagereformed.com/index.php/glad-tidings
Nyenyezi Children’s Ministry in Malawi

MEDITATION
O Send!
Rev. David VanBrugge
Psalm 43:3 – O send out thy light and thy truth!
In the midst of his time of trouble the Psalmist
looks to God. His prayer goes up – O send out
thy light and thy truth, let them lead me. When we
read the context of Psalms 42 and 43, it is clear
that his need is great. Today, our need is also
great, and we also need to storm God’s throne
of grace with the same faith that we may obtain
mercy.
Send thy light! Just as light can transform a dark place, so God’s
light is our hope in times of darkness. God’s light is our hope
because it reveals. It reveals much about ourselves, and about our
surroundings, and allows us to see accurately. God’s light will
also light the path that we should follow, and so we plead for that.
Send thy truth! We need God’s truth, not because our minds are
blank slates, but because our natural bent is against God. We need
His truth to correct us and teach us. God’s truth also helps us stay
in the right paths, and so we plead for that.
Yes, this is a plea for hope, for guidance, for grace and stability
instead of the oppression of the enemy. But it is also a plea for
God’s favor – and for the signs of God’s favor. As the Psalmist
says, let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill. When God
sends His light and truth, they will lead to worship.
The only way to properly come to worship is through His son,
Jesus Christ. And so, the prayer, O send out thy light and thy truth,
is a prayer for Spirit worked faith in Christ. This is a plea for the
Son of Man who came as the light and truth into a world that
received him not. And yet to those who believe, they know that
He is the way, the light and the truth.
This is our hope, and the hope of the entire world. So even as
you pray for light and truth for yourself, pray that His light and
truth would spread all over the globe. Pray to the Lord of harvest
that He would send forth reapers! Pray that He would send forth
ambassadors of His light and His truth in the form of missionaries and pastors. Pray that the whole world would know His light
and truth. It is the only hope for our spiritually dark and troubled
world.

Dear friends, have you ever considered that mercy and grace
are not the same thing? Yes, mercy and grace have similar meanings but they are not the same. Mercy is our God NOT giving us
what we deserve, and grace is receiving what we do not deserve.
As board, we experienced His mercy in having peaceful meetings, and we experienced His grace for we are all undeserving
hell worthy sinners. Have you experienced His mercy and grace?
It is His mercy that sinners are delivered from hell and His grace
that sinners receive eternal life through Jesus Christ! Great is His
mercy and His grace!
Our lives are full of challenges and your Mission Committee is
not immune from this. As you are all aware, the Molenaar family
is preparing to move back to the Netherlands this spring. The
work at Mukhanyo Theological College is being blessed and
growth is evident in the onsite teaching and in the distance learning program. The work at Nakekela Clinic continues to grow and
the needs are multiplying. Please uphold our missionaries and
their callings in your prayers!
The need for mission work and the spreading of the gospel
continues to grow across the world. The need is as great in our
own countries as in foreign lands, and consider all the refugees
that are being scattered across this earth. They, and we, are all
souls destined for eternity and despite what many are taught, not
one can enter heaven without the precious blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Perhaps you too are challenged with comments from
time to time as I am, with taunts such as "we all serve the same
God" whether he is Allah or Buddha or a god of your imagination. What awful deceit and what a calling we have to teach those
of false beliefs that salvation is through faith and by grace
through Jesus Christ alone!
All humans are "souls with a body"! I prefer it in this order
instead of "body with a soul". Our bodies will deteriorate, but our
souls will remain eternally. It is for this reason and this cause that
we must be diligent and bring the gospel as long as a possibility
exists. Our Lord, in His incredible wisdom, opens and closes
doors in regards to mission work. At this time, the door in Malawi
has closed for us, but is God opening another door in Malawi or
elsewhere? We must remain diligent and ready to go through the
door that He opens, at His time and at His bidding!
Rev. 3:8b I have set before thee an open door and no man can shut it.
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke

MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Trip to Sumba

EDITORIAL
Mercy and Grace!
Jake Sinke
Dear Mission Family,
Recently your Mission Committee met for
their semi-annual face-to-face meeting;
between face-to-face meetings, we also meet by
teleconference as necessary. Again, we must
confess, our Lord has been merciful and gracious to us, as we were allowed to have a
peaceful meeting, despite challenges and difficult decisions that had to be made. Our Lord is
merciful and gracious!
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Connor Van Manen
I arrived in Sumba on Friday, January 8. After
leaving the propeller plane from Bali, I walked
into Sumba airport. It is only one small room
with a conveyor for luggage and a small back
door to exit the airport. Mr. Sommer was waiting outside for Christina, three of the children
and myself as they had met up with me in the
Bali airport. It was hard coming from the
Canadian winter into the 35-degree weather here in Sumba. I did
not sleep for the first three nights, and it took me about five days
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to fully adjust to the climate out here.
The drive from the airport located in Waingapu to Tanabanas,
the area where the children’s home is located, quickly shows that
Sumba is not the easy going, coconut tree paradise we expect an
island to be. Instead, it is dry, rocky, and very bare here. Scrub
trees grow on the lower valleys but do not provide any source of
food. The only source of water for people here is rainwater (if it
does rain) or a small freshwater spring nearby. The government
does not believe that there is any groundwater so they see no
need to put money into drilling wells. As we drove over some
bridges on the way to the home, maybe one out of every five had
a small trickle of water under it. Over three-quarters of the trees
planted at the home last year have died due to the lack of water.
There has been abnormally low rainfall this season.
Most families living in the Tanabanas area have a small lot
with a 200 square foot bamboo house, a moped, and a few rows
of corn or rice if the soil is not dry. If the people here find enough
food for the day they are content and if not the children get very
little. There is not a lot to live for in these poor areas. Not all of
Sumba is this poor. The center of the island gets most of the rain
so it is very lush and full of rice fields, rivers, and forest. Life is
considerably easier in those parts of Sumba.
One of the reasons there are so many poor areas on the island
is due to the people’s belief that the spirit of their forefathers
holds power over them. Religion in Sumba is an odd mix of
protestant Christianity and pagan tradition. For this reason the
local people will not leave the area where their fathers lived, no
matter how bad it gets, and continually burn anything that grows
on these hills. They do it because their fathers did so. If they break
from this way of life, they fear they will anger their forefathers’
spirits. There is no way to understand this style of belief or to
rationalize why they do this. Yet, this is their way of life.
The children’s home is such a beautiful place because of the
fact that half the children here would not have lived through
childhood and because the children here may now have a better
future than scraping together a little food here and there.
Currently I am teaching English in the school here and giving guitar lessons after supper. Some of these kids can learn so fast it is
unreal. Hopefully a few of them can play some hymns by the time
I leave. Some of the boys and I made a fishing rod the other day
and hope to use it if we get a chance
to go to the beach with everyone. It is
quite surreal living in the children’s
home with running water, electricity,
and this computer I’m using to write
this article while not 300 feet away
there are places without running
water or electricity. Over the years,
many trees have been planted
around the children’s home and it
has grown into a small woodland
that starkly contrasts with the dry
grassy hills around it. Every time
you drive up the lane, it really feels
like home sweet home.
2
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Children of the Home

Baking Cookies

Christmas Program
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School Staff

Students of the Rehoboth School

Susanna won a
prize at a
government
sponsored
colouring contest

Connor Van Manen is a member of the Burgessville congregation

MALAWI - Nyenyezi Ministry
The verse that changed my life when I was a young girl is still
extremely influential in my life. Matthew 6:33 says “But seek ye first
the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added unto you.” It stands in the context of the worries of everyday
life, which can easily carry us away from our priority of seeking
Him first. Also when you are a child or woman living in rural
Africa, so many daily life worries can easily occupy the body, mind
and soul: drawing water from the well, sweeping the area, washing clothes, finding firewood, making fire, feeding many with little, selling some produce to get cash to buy basics like soap and
sugar… Through Nyenyezi Ministry, we try to direct the eyes and
minds from the circumstances to the One who says, “Seek ye
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first… and all these things shall be added to you”. The children,
the women, the teachers, my family, and I all need to make the
Lord our priority. We need to trust, obey and honor Him. He
knows what His children need and will provide. Do we trust
Him enough?
At Nyenyezi, we primarily teach the Word, praying that it will
bring Jesus Christ at the forefront of the hearts of the children and
women, and from them be carried home to fathers and
neighbors. Our multipurpose building is being used every day,
fulltime. From Monday to Friday, every morning around 7:00, the
first pre-school students start coming and half an hour later they
all line up outside to sing their morning songs, including the
national anthem. At 8:00, all eighty students quietly enter their
classrooms, one for 4-5 year olds, and one for 6-7 year olds. In
both classes, the day starts with a Bible lesson and Bible songs.
After calendar time and some games, it is time for math. The
cement floor works really well for an exercise book; the kids get
a piece of chalk and have to write or copy whatever the teacher
taught. At the end of the day, the floor will be mopped and clear
for new exercises. The restrooms are in the back of the garden; all
kids walk in line to have a restroom break. Everyone needs to
wash their hands with soap at the bucket tap. In the garden, we
grow maize and soybeans for the daily porridge which we give
the kids because most only get one meal a day at home. Letters
are also taught, and the best part for the kids is when the toys are
brought in. They love playing with the donated Duplo, mega
building blocks, puzzles and other materials. I first had to teach
the teachers how to use those as they never had the privilege of
playing with toys. The children love school, especially the day
that Barb and I handed out the Friday outfits that the New Jersey
women sewed. Thank you!
Another daily program is our literacy school for women.
From 1:30 to 3:30, an average of fifty women sit down to learn
what they should have learned growing up: reading, writing,
math and English. The first half hour is spent in the Word of God
and questions are discussed. Sometimes women request an
appointment to discuss problems they face with the desire to deal
with it in a biblical way (instead of the traditional way). Literacy
class gives the women access to Scripture, deepening their
knowledge of the Lord. It also empowers a person to become an
effective and contributing member of society, hopefully breaking
through a whole chain of factors that cause so much poverty and
suffering.
Thursdays is still and hopefully will always be the big
Children Bible club afternoon. Four years ago we had about 100200 kids coming; this year it’s more like 600-700 each time. I
designed a “from Genesis to Revelation in two years” teaching
schedule, which we follow faithfully. I want them (including the
teachers) to see the big picture of God’s redemptive plan and
connect the dots in the history of God’s grace and covenant.
Nyenyezi works with four local teachers, Grace, Aida, Efrida
and Kholidwe. Mrs. Manda (a pastor’s wife) is a new addition to
our team. She has a lot of experience and is a great role model
and mentor for the teachers and women in the program. We are
officially registered as a Malawian organization and are in the
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process of setting up a board and bank account.
I am very thankful for the opportunity the Lord gave me to
work among the African children and women for the past ten
years. As we transition with our family to the Netherlands, I pray
for a person and organization to carry this ministry to the next
level. Please pray with me for this need. It is the Lord’s work and
I am confident that in His time, He will provide. Dear supporters,
thank you for all you have done for the building of His Kingdom
through Nyenyezi, both spiritually and financially. May you be
blessed with His peace that surpasses all understanding.
“Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done”.

SOUTH AFRICA
Mukhanyo’s Recent Growth
Mukhanyo Theological College is thankful for the considerable
growth we have experienced in the past two years. By God’s
grace, we have been able to start two new campuses and many
additional distance sites. While this growth has not been without
growing pains, we are now making ministry improvements in
order to better provide quality reformed education in southern
Africa.
Opportunities for Expansion
There is a huge need in southern Africa for better trained
pastors and community leaders. Mukhanyo has provided Bible
education for twenty-two years in the greater KwaMhlanga district (an hour’s drive northeast from Pretoria). But having only one
location is no longer enough, especially since the need in southern
Africa is so great.
In 2008, we started developing distance education classes in
order to reach more people with quality-reformed training. This
part of the ministry has grown very quickly, especially since 2010
when Jane Korevaar joined the Mukhanyo team to help develop
the distance mode of delivery. Then in 2009, we also started to
educate schoolteachers in the KwaMhlanga district since we saw
the strategic importance of committed Christians in local schools
who can mentor the next generation.
Now in the past two years, some new doors have opened for
further ministry expansion. Through a series of providences and
unique opportunities, Mukhanyo was able to setup additional
campuses in the Johannesburg and Pretoria areas.

Barbara VanVugt brought Friday outfits (made by HRC
New Jersey women) for the pre-school class.

Four years ago, we found Tiya, a
handicapped 13-year-old girl
with her baby Eliya, both
extremely malnourished. We
started to help with food and
including them in our program.
Now a days both are attending
our pre-school. The development
they both made is amazing!

The Johannesburg Campus
Several years ago, a Reformed church gave Mukhanyo their
old church building to be used as a satellite campus. The building
is located at the very heart of the city of Johannesburg, two blocks
from the subway and bus stations. It is an ideal location from
which to serve churches in the greater Johannesburg region, a
large metropolis that has very few Bible schools that remain
faithful to God’s Word.

Dr. Japie Malan is now the campus leader, together with some
Mukhanyo alumni and other part-time lecturers: Rev. Musa Zulu,
Rev. Michael Marsland, Rev. Michal Rogers, and Jons Flentge. The
JHB campus team worked all last year to prepare for the start of
4
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classes in January, and their work has not been in vain.
We are grateful to report that Mukhanyo is now offering both
the diploma and degree theological programs at this campus.
Classes started in January 2016 with twelve students, and we
expect many more students to follow now that a beginning has
been made. We are thankful for the network of local churches that
make this ministry possible, and for the financial support that has
been earmarked for missional ministry from this campus.
The Pretoria Learning Centre
The story of the new campus in Pretoria is similar and even
more recent. Two years ago, Mukhanyo started discussing cooperation with AROS, a Reformed ministry in Pretoria that has been
offering teachers’ education in the Afrikaans language. At first,
the plan was jointly to start an English-language teacher’s education program in Pretoria. However, as discussions progressed, it
became clear that AROS wanted Mukhanyo to start this ministry
and that they would offer their assistance as much as possible.
Mr. Pieter Bisschoff then joined Mukhanyo’s team in December
2014 with the purpose of managing the teacher’s education
programs and leading the setup of this envisioned campus in the
Pretoria suburbs. After much planning and work, we are thankful
to report that teachers education classes have also began in
January at the Pretoria Learning Centre.
Our goal is for the Pretoria Campus to offer degrees in both
theological and teachers education. The Pretoria area is much
different from the semi-rural KwaMhlanga district and the greater
urban Johannesburg region. So there is an entirely different
student base, and Mukhanyo will be serving different local
churches from this new location. Please pray with us for these
developing plans, and for each of the three Mukhanyo campuses.

Internal Ministry Improvements
Mukhanyo has been forced to make some internal changes as
a result of this recent growth. Since July 2015, the senior management and Board of Directors have engaged in a series of strategic
planning meetings. The goal was to accommodate recent growth
and to improve Mukhanyo’s ability to offer quality reformed
education. While we do not know the future, we are called to use
available means to prepare for it as best as possible.
Our planning focused primarily on how to increase
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Mukhanyo’s academic leadership. As a result, we advertised for
two senior positions: the Head of Educational Delivery position is
ultimately responsible to manage the faculty on all campuses and
the facilitators at all distance sites. The Head of Academics position is ultimately responsible for the development and ongoing
quality of all academic programs. We are also looking for other
people to serve at Mukhanyo: another senior lecturer, a full-time
compliance officer, and a full-time professional librarian to manage our library resources in KwaMhlanga and the other
campuses. Please pray with us that God will soon send the right
people to join the team in these areas.
In addition to expanding academic leadership, Mukhanyo’s
senior management recognized the need for a more unified
organizational structure and for a comprehensive information
technology plan. Previously the teachers’ education and distance
education programs no longer got the support they needed since
they were not fully integrated within the academic structures.
Mukhanyo is also hoping to update and increase its information
technology (network, workstations, software, etc.) to give better
tools to the staff so they can work more effectively.
Continued Educational Ministry
With these improvements, Mukhanyo hopes to maintain its
mission of offering quality reformed education for pastors and
other community leaders in southern Africa. The Lord has blessed
this ministry for many years already, and so we continue to work
and pray for further blessings.
Mukhanyo now has a number of quality programs in theology
and teachers education that are offered across three strategically
located campuses and almost fifty distance learning centers in
southern Africa. There are now more than 850 students in these
various programs. Mukhanyo is supported by churches – also a
growing number of local Christians – to serve these students and
their churches.
Our ultimate goal is
to see the Triune God
at work through our
students in these
churches for the
revival of Christian
godliness and consistent biblical teaching.
While we can only
use the means to
plant and to water,
we earnestly
pray that our
sovereign God
will continue
to give the
increase.
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SOUTH AFRICA –
Praise Ye the Lord

Diepsloot Distance Group – 3 Diploma graduates
Faza Island, Kenya
Distance – 1 Diploma
graduate in absentia
who works as an evangelist on this island of
Islamic believers.

What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me? I will
offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of
the LORD. I will pay my vows unto the LORD now in the presence of
all his people, in the courts of the LORD'S house, in the midst of thee,
O Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD. Psalm 116:12, 17-19
The Lord is greatly to be praised for the graduates on November
28, 2015 of the Diploma in Theology program, the Basics in
Pastoral Studies Certificate – Isisekelo Sokwalusa Ibandla, and
the Basics in Church Based Pastoral Training Certificate –
Ukuqeqeshwa Kwabafundisi Kwasebandleni. It was such a
joyous day for all.

Manzini, Swaziland Distance Group – 7 Diploma graduates. All
of these graduates are from the same church and includes their
81-year-old pastor.
Phola Park Distance Group – 11 Zulu Certificate students

Phumula Distance Group – 7 Zulu Certificate students
6

Booysens, Johannesburg Distance Group – 12 Diploma graduates
that reside in South Africa and are part of a denomination with
70+ churches where many are previously from Ethiopia.

Glad Tidings

APRIL 2016

KwaMhlanga Distance Group – 4 Diploma graduates
Join with me in great thanksgiving and praise to the Lord for providing this great and undeserved fruit to our labours. Please pray
for these graduates as they continue in their God given sphere of
labour, to bring the gospel to those around them and be used
greatly in the service of the Lord. Your prayers are also coveted
for the distance staff, distance students and tutors in the current
distance groups.

Work at the college continues. I teach four classes, one of
which is Biblical Theology as a new course this semester for the
B.Th.1 students. The intent is to demonstrate that all of Scripture
points to Jesus Christ as the climax and fulfilment of the Old
Testament Scriptures. This is a concept that many of the students
are unfamiliar with and in this regard, Dr. David Murray’s book,
Jesus On Every Page, is a very helpful resource. It is most rewarding to witness the lights going on, as was the case with the two
disciples on the Emmaus Road. Other courses I have taught in
the past, including Pastoral Theology and an exegesis of the
Pentateuch.
Our weekly practical preaching class continues to be a
rewarding experience for me because one comes to realise that
Homiletics is a lifelong learning process and in helping the
students with sermon construction and outlining, I have learned
much, even from the students themselves. One of the most
rewarding aspects is seeing students develop in their skills of
homiletical instruction. Some men, who in my eyes were
“no-hopers”, have developed into very good preachers, again
proving to me that when God calls He ultimately equips and
transforms. As men, we are only the tools in His hands.
Additionally, my lectures extend to the whole spectrum of B.Th.
students, giving me access to all levels of theology students. It is
indeed a privilege because one gains access to their theological
thinking at an early stage and can, as it were, follow it through
to the end. In a sense, this is not only a theological labour but, in
some ways an evangelistic one in terms of correcting and
realigning the thinking of the students. A High calling indeed.

Distance Staff
We further praise and thank the Lord for the new groups that
have started in Soweto, Mmakau, Skogheim, Villieria-Pretoria,
Durban, Welkom (the fruit of a presentation in November 2014),
Gamalakhe and Hibberdene. Please remember all of them in
prayer.

SOUTH AFRICA – Plead Our
Cause Before the Throne of Grace
The New Year has come and gone and the work has commenced
in full swing. Last year was quite eventful in terms of health
issues – complications were experienced after a fairly routine surgical procedure causing a longer than usual period of recovery.
By the Lord’s grace, however, at this point I am enjoying good
health. We have also had the privilege of receiving a few of our
good friends from North America – Bill and Alice Klyn and Paul
and Ellen Greendyk with two of their daughters, Julia and Aria.
Elisabeth Lipsy also spent some time with us last year.
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The work at our church plant continues under the Lord’s blessing. I have been preaching through the book of Romans, off and
on, for the past few years and have personally been enriched
beyond measure. One man has said that countless “ordinary men
and women’s lives have been affected by Paul’s letter to the
Romans” and there is “no saying what may happen when people
begin to read the book of Romans.” This is true because when
basic doctrines of the Bible, such as the universality of sin, God’s
way of justification, the believer’s union with Christ, sanctification, to name but a few, are preached, things do begin to happen.
People’s lives change because understanding of basic biblical
teachings enlightens the mind and brings true “peace in believing” (Rom. 15:13) with increased assurance as a result “…that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”
The church has gained a few members but others have moved
elsewhere and our numbers remain constant at around 50 to 60
members and children with a few visitors each week. We are
working in co-operation with the Afrikaans congregation to determine ways of more interaction between the churches and seeking
ways to develop our church in the future. My
working relations with the church council of the Rietvallei
Reformed Church has developed into a strong one over the years
for which I am very grateful. This in spite of the fact that the
“older” ministers (who I worked with initially) have all been
called elsewhere and the church has three relatively new
pastors.
At board level at Nakekela, we are still battling to obtain official ownership of the land adjacent to the clinic so as to enable us
to enter the next phase of development at the clinic, which is to
build a multi-purpose center for use of both Nakekela and the
broader community. The wheels of administration in South Africa
at times roll very slowly. In general, however, as my wife has
reported, the Lord is still blessing this little work in this small part
of His vineyard.
Continued prayer for the ongoing work in South Africa would
be dearly appreciated. It is an immense consolation to know that
churches, families and individual believers are pleading our cause
before the throne of grace.

SOUTH AFRICA –
Nakekela Care Centre

blue sky as can only be experienced in Africa, with the sun beating down with a heat as can only be experienced here too. We had
a brightly coloured and beautifully decorated tarpaulin tent, with
chairs and tables for our guests, which quickly proved to be too
small as a great crowd assembled. There were dignitaries from
government and local tribal authorities, representatives from all
the various health departments and clinics we work with, and
many pastors from local churches. The most important guests
were many of our old patients, who came to explain in the public
forum what their experiences were while under our care.
In our 10 years of ministry, we have cared for more than 960
patients. Starting in 2006 with a bed capacity of only six, we
increased to a bed capacity of 20 in 2014. We started with a small
staff of inexperienced but motivated people and have grown to a
team of 32 staff members, who are professional and capable. It is
a fact worth mentioning that we do not have a high turnover of
staff, pointing to the stability of the project and the high value we
place on one another as fellow workers. Our buildings have
doubled in size and so has our vegetable garden. We have
received many gifts from people near and far that have added to
our value, but none of this work would have been possible were it
not for the consistent and wonderful support of our two donors,
namely Word and Deed North America and DVN Netherlands.
Our relationship with them is precious and it is a joy when they
visit us every year.
Nakekela is a big family, sharing joys and sorrows, and the 10year anniversary occasion was a day full of remembrance and
laughter and appreciation. With great sadness, we remember
those that passed away under our care, but we celebrated the
many that recovered and were able to return to their homes.
Patients gave glory to God because of their recovery but also
thanked us for the way in which they were cared for. They testified of the value of hearing the Gospel of our Lord Jesus, some for
the very first time, and for the steadfast witness from compassionate staff to those without hope and stricken with sin and disease.
Many community groups came to add to the festivities. There
were dance groups and choirs, motivational speakers for the
children, poems read and groups promoting abstinence and faithfulness in marriage. Once again, we were given opportunity to
speak wise words to the community regarding HIV/AIDS and its
cause and treatment. It was a full and fantastic day. Our visitors
were all treated to food and drinks afterwards, and a slice of
celebratory cake.

It is a wonderful privilege and a humbling occurrence to be able
to look back at work done, with much human frailty and error,
and be able to trace the kindness and faithfulness of our God and
Saviour in our efforts. We celebrated 10 years of ministry recently
at Nakekela Care Centre and we can say with the Psalmist “if the
Lord had not been at our side…we would surely have been swallowed up alive”. God has done great things for us as a staff and
the community of Kwandebele that we serve. We have seen lives
changed, heard many testimonies, and we have been agents of
change and transformation in the community, all by the grace the
Lord has supplied.
The day of our great festivities was a wonderful one. A clear
8
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Hill Outreach Ministries
Heritage Hill Outreach Ministries (HHOM) is an inner city
mission supported by Heritage Reformed Church of Grand
Rapids. It began as a “Clothes Closet” in our church basement for
families of needy neighborhood children. As the need expanded,
we moved into a rental property; several years later we moved
into a larger space which included a chapel where we now hold a
1 hour service every Sunday afternoon. The mission store is open
on four different days for a total of 13.5 hours per week. We have
an abundance of donated clothing, bedding, toys, etc. that we sell
at 50 cents per item. This brings the needy people of the area into
our storefront where we are able to offer them a loving heart and
a listening ear. They are invited to sit at our table for coffee, juice,
and cookies. As we develop a relationship with them, we are able
to share the gospel; we also invite them to attend the Chapel
Service on Sunday, or the Monday Bible Study that includes pizza
and pop afterwards. Children are frequently present giving us
great opportunity to witness of Jesus to them. We have had homeless, alcoholic people stop in just to warm up and they ended up
attending our HRC worship service regularly as health permits.
Though the work has not expanded in a hugely successful way,
we are often reminded of the following illustration: There was
once a young boy walking along the seashore, casting starfish
back into the water. When an old man stopped and asked him if
he thought he was making a difference, the boy replied, “I am to
this one.” We who volunteer at HHOM know that God is using us
to make a difference
to those whose
paths we cross. 1
Corinthians 3:6, “I
have
planted,
Apollos watered:
but God gave the
increase.”
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The Domestic Outreach Committee (DOC) has
continued its work since the last issue of Glad
Tidings. The church-planting subcommittee of
the DOC progressed in developing approaches to
assist our congregations in reaching out to North
America. Two questionnaires were developed, at
the request of the DOC, to help consistories evaluate groups expressing interest in beginning a
Heritage Reformed Church (HRC) church plant. One of the
questionnaires is for consistories to gather information from the
interested group and the other questionnaire is to assist the
consistories in evaluating the information they receive. The DOC at
our last meeting on February 4, 2016 approved these two questionnaires, and we hope to have them adopted for future use at our
coming Synod meeting.
Pastor Klaver hopes to give presentations in all our
congregations on the motive and method of outreach from Acts 17,
incorporating his outreach experience in Tasmania, Australia. He
has already given a presentation in the Hull, Iowa congregation.
The Lord willing, he will have opportunity to travel to other HRC
churches through pulpit swaps and other means.
The three outreach congregations of the HRC (Harrison,
Arkansas; Plymouth, Wisconsin; and Bradford, Ontario) continue to
do well despite the challenges they face as smaller congregations.
One of the challenges they face is funding. The people in these congregations give sacrificially of their income, time, and energy. Why
do they sacrifice in these ways? They sacrifice to have the lively
preaching of God's Word; they desire to see others come to worship
in Spirit and in truth and come to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. One
of the responsibilities of the DOC is to distribute funds collected
from the other congregations of the HRC. Our DOC handbook mandates that the DOC is to maintain a balance of two months financial
supply in its account; if the funds dip below that level, we must
automatically send an appeal to the congregations. Let us
continue to support our brothers and sisters in our outreach
congregations.
Recently, the DOC was invited by the Denominational Outreach
Committee of the Free Reformed Churches to a joint meeting. Many
of the brothers from both committees attended the meeting in
person or electronically. Each committee shared their respective
denominational mandates, outreach projects, and lessons learned. It
was an encouraging time and we hope to have another such meeting in the future. The committees will be reporting back to their
respective Synods for feedback from the larger body.
Please continue to keep the work of the DOC and the churchplanting subcommittee in your prayers. Please pray that:
1. The Lord would continue to provide the funds necessary to
support our outreach congregations.
2. Our congregations would have a burden to reach out to those
around us in North America, and not just to those within our
own subcultures.
Thank you for your kind attention and prayers. Our Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.
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Outreach Report – Reformed
Church of Plymouth, Wisconsin
Recently, as I sat in a coffee lounge in the hospital waiting as my
wife, Nellie, underwent yet another procedure to treat her ailing
liver, two men sat down in the chairs next to mine and struck up
a conversation. My pen stopped and ears perked up when I overheard them discussing church matters. As the dialogue unfolded
one man explained how pleased he was that he had met a girl and
brought her into his church. He said he knew she was nonChristian because of her “shaved head” and that she wore “lots of
jewelry.” However, he went on to say, she underwent a “definite
improvement” in which these external practices “changed” in her
life, which he attributed to the work of the Spirit. Whether this
was truly the work of saving grace in this person’s life God alone
knows. We can only pray it was reflective of genuine spiritual
change. I share this to remind us of a foundational biblical truth:
Mankind is desperately in need of change- in heart and life.
Whenever the idea of change surfaces, it generally does not
follow with neutral responses. Some people readily embrace
change; others staunchly oppose it. The Bible speaks often of
change and of the great need for it.
Foundationally, humankind needs a heart change called
salvation, or justification. We need to be born again from above;
otherwise we cannot see the kingdom of God (John 3:3). Just like
in politics or everyday life, if we do not see and feel the need for
this change we will not desire it. We do not just need a new alignment and new start—we desperately need a new changed heart!
My wife and I visit a local nursing home and Dorothy, a 93 year
old resident (who prays regularly for our church), reminded us on
one of our visits of a biblical truth, “but most sinners don’t understand and feel that need for that change,” she paused, “but that’s
what we need to pray for!” How true. As a church, in our prayer
meetings and in our homes, we pray that God would change
hearts and bring souls from death to life. “If any man be in Christ,
he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).
Secondly, we also need change of life. One of the reasons Jesus
came was so His followers would not only have life, but that they
might have it more abundantly (John 10:10) in the arena of sanctification or holiness. The Bible tells us in 2 Peter 3:18 we are to
grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. Spiritual growth
implies change. Babies grow to be toddlers and change into young
adults. We too are to change in the way of spiritual maturation.
This message is what we seek to convey to others as we reach out
as a church to our community. However, external change alone
will not benefit the soul. Only a heart that has been washed by the
blood of the Lamb can engage in life change, that the Bible calls
sanctification in which the saved soul grows in greater likeness to
Jesus Christ. Such change is honoring to God. A regular attendee
to our services recently expressed appreciation that the need for
this Gospel change is regularly emphasized in our church’s
ministry.
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Lastly, those who have undergone a heart change in justification
and are currently experiencing life change in sanctification, await
the final change of glorification. The Bible says, “we look for the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Phil. 3:20-21). Many years
before that Job longed, “I will wait, till my change comes” (Job 14:14).
As a church, we seek to keep this truth in focus. When this
earthly tabernacle (our body) is dissolved, we have a house not
made with human hands eternal in the heavens (2 Cor. 5:1). As I
write this very paragraph, I received notice that an elder who faithfully served in a neighboring congregation passed away after a
long struggle with cancer. He and all who fear the Lord await the
final change. “In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:
for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed” (1Cor. 15:52).
As a church, we regularly pray for these changes. We minister
to others going through these changes even as we long to see these
changes shaping our own souls.
In Acts 1:8 Jesus Christ promised and instructed His disciples,
“ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and
ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Enabled by the
Holy Spirit, the disciples (and New Testament church by
extension) are to be witnesses near home (“in Jerusalem”) and in
concentric circles to outlying regions and distant shores.
As a church, we seek to fulfill that commission with preaching,
personal engagements, and inviting people to church and Bible
study, publishing sermons on the web, advertising our worship on
both radio and newspaper, and counseling when given opportunity. We ask that you would partner with us in prayerful support
that many souls in this locale would experience the desperately
needed changes of justification, sanctification and one day, glorification.
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
With Cords of Love: The Memoirs of Elizabeth Dwight,
Missionary Wife and Mother
Jennifer Adams, editor, and Harrison Dwight, compiler
Elizabeth Dwight and her husband Harrison were
among America’s first missionaries to Turkey. She
accomplished what few women in her generation
were able to do—model on the mission field how to
be a godly wife and mother. Her perseverance in
raising her children for Christ in spite of her
extreme suffering manifests Christ’s beauty and
displays His worth. (Corner Pillar Press, PB, 123 pgs) $8.00|$6.00
The St Andrews Seven: The Finest Flowering of Missionary
Zeal in Scottish History
Stuart Piggin and John Roxborogh
This is a moving and inspiring story of six young
men whose remarkable influence on one another as
fellow students in Scotland led them to the profound conviction that “only one thing seemed to
matter: to discover God’s will and do it.” The
author traces the aspirations, fears, doubts, struggles, opposition, sorrows, and triumphs of these six
gifted and dedicated young Christians. (Banner, PB, 150 pgs)
$13.00|$10.75
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Grand Rapids: Sunday School Outreach – Phil Bleeker
Every Sunday afternoon, our church basement here in Grand
Rapids teems with the sound of energetic children who have
come to attend Sunday School. The primary goal of this ministry
is to reach out to children from inner city families in the Grand
Rapids area. Our kids come from a wide variety of family and
cultural backgrounds. A typical day at Sunday school begins with
volunteer drivers picking up children from various neighborhoods around the city. Once they arrive at church, they go downstairs, pick up a nametag at the front desk, and head into what we
affectionately call “the big room”. When most of the kids have
arrived, we begin with about 15 minutes of singing various
children’s religious songs and hymns. After singing, one of our
volunteers opens with a short devotional and prayer to introduce
the lesson of the day before the kids head to their various classes.
Our kids range in age from 4-15 years old and are split into classes according to age. We currently have about 10 classes serving a
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total of 40-60 kids per week on average. A Bible story is told in
each class every week, with the content and lessons drawn from
that story being tailored to each specific age level. We are
currently studying the life and ministry of Jesus as we work our
way chronologically through the Bible. Please pray for God’s
blessing on these weekly lessons out of His Word!
In addition to the weekly Bible lessons on Sundays, we also
seek to build positive relationships with our kids through
various monthly outings. Some recent outings include a trip to a
local animal park, and an afternoon at a farm where the kids
went on a hayride. Outings provide a unique opportunity to
spend time with our kids in a less formal setting. Many of these
kids come from difficult family situations and crave positive
attention from adults. Please pray for all of our volunteers as
they seek to
be positive
influences
and witnesses
for Christ in
these
children’s lives.
Sunday
School
Outing
Grand Rapids Youth Report - Stuart Johnson
The Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation in Grand
Rapids hosts youth groups of three age levels: Young Adults
(ages 19-22); Senior (9th-12th grade) and Junior Youth (6th-8th
grade). Our goal is both to evangelize and disciple our youth as
they grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ,
as well as provide them a safe, wholesome environment to interact and strengthen their childhood bonds. The Lord has blessed
us with some 80 youth participating across the three groups. We
meet biweekly on a weekend evening. Our calendar can be
found on Facebook at HNRC Youth Group.
Pastor David VanBrugge leads the Young Adult group, after
the Sunday evening sermon, in thought-provoking discussions
dealing with current moral issues in our society. The goal is to
help our young adults become independent thinkers, grounded
in a solid Biblical, reformed worldview.
Stuart and Judith Johnson lead the Senior Youth group with
assistance from a number of other committed parents. We alternate between inviting guest speakers from our church circles to
address selected topics, to Sing-Along followed by Sermon
Question & Answer sessions. In the Q&A, the youth write down
questions, which are presented anonymously for the pastor to
review and answer 'real time'! We are encouraged that the questions frequently deal with matters of deepening their walk with
Christ and not complaints of being boxed out from the world.
Additionally, we strive to have one fun activity each month
ranging from skating, biking, renting the YMCA, to 'bumper
ball', as well as one service event per trimester where we reach
out to needy members of our church family or community. We
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hope to soon begin the TrueU instructional video series, hosted in
the Johnson home, designed to equip our beloved youth to stand
strong should their Christian faith be attacked as they enter the
college and workplace environment.
Some fun and games at the
Johnson house

Mr. Ellis and Kristin Meschke lead the Junior Youth group. The
Junior Youth accompany the Senior Youth on selected events
appropriate for their age group, and the Meschkes host fun
activities and service events as well.

A bike trip along the Rogue River in September

MISSION FINANCES
James van den Brink

We held a service event last
October 2015, where we stacked
wood for a church family
whose dad has been quite sick.
This family sells the firewood
at nearby grocery stores as supplemental income. The Lord
blessed us with a great turnout
and wonderful weather.
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Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements for the first half of our
fiscal year ending January 31, 2016. We thank God for providing so
many of you with the gift of giving for our missionaries.
In these statements, you will see that there has been a significant
decrease in the collections compared to last year and these are also
significantly under budget. Thankfully, there were large cash reserves
at the end of the last fiscal year, which have provided for the needs to
date. However, we prayerfully urge you to give generously in the very
near future to sustain through to the end of the year and beyond.
I recently received a new organ solo CD and one of the pieces was a
variation on the great German chorale, Wer nur den liebe Gott lasst
walten (If thou but suffer God to guide thee). I was smitten by the
beauty of the piece and reminded of the rich lyrics of this chorale. In
the context of the above, I will leave you with the last verse:
Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word, though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Rhode Molenaar Birthday – April 6
• Joas Molenaar Birthday – April 9
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Marion Sommer Birthday – April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24
• Jane Korevaar Birthday – May 31
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday – July 24

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Jane Korevaar, PostNet Suite 126, Private Bag X504 Sinoville,
Pretoria 0129 South Africa. Email: janekorevaar@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 73 608 6529
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
miskinza@gmail.com Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Remember All the People
Remember all the people
Who live in far off lands
In strange and lovely cities
Or roam the desert sands,
Or farm the mountain pastures
Or till the endless plains
Where children wade through rice fields
And watch the camel trains.
Some work in sultry forests
Where apes swing to and fro,
Some fish in mighty rivers,
Some hunt across the snow.
Remember all God’s children,
Who yet have never heard
The truth that comes from Jesus,
The glory of His Word.
God bless the men and women
Who serve Him overseas;
God raise up more to help them
To set the nations free,
Till all the distant people
In every foreign place
Shall understand His kingdom,
And come into His grace.
Percy Dearmer
APRIL 2016
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