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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://www.heritagereformed.com/index.php/glad-tidings
Refreshments after the Bike-a-thon Fund Raiser for Nakekela

MEDITATION
Blessed are the Peacemakers
Rev. Bart Elshout
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called
the children of God (Matt. 5:9).
These words constitute the seventh beatitude,
by which the Lord Jesus Christ defines for us
the seventh characteristic of the citizens of His
spiritual kingdom. Christ hereby completes the
perfect picture He draws for us of His people: a
picture consisting of seven masterful strokes of
divine wisdom.
It is significant that only in this beatitude He specifically refers
to the citizens of His kingdom as "the children (or sons) of God."
Why is this so? The Beatitudes are cumulative in nature; that is,
each beatitude builds on the previous one. Thus, one will never be
a peacemaker unless one is poor in spirit, mourns, is meek,
hungers and thirsts after righteousness, is merciful, and is pure in
heart. Only persons in whom all these Spirit-wrought graces are
functioning will be peacemakers. Therefore, when Christ refers to
them as the children of God, He is implying that this designation
applies to all seven beatitudes.
However, the reason He reserves this designation as the final
stroke of His spiritual portrait is because there is no grace that so
fully reflects the character of God in His people as their being
peacemakers. For in designating peacemakers as the children of
God, Jesus uses the Greek word huios rather than teknon a word
which communicates that the character of the child of God bears
resemblance to the character of His heavenly Father.
How clearly Scripture reveals a Triune God to us as the great
and eternal Peacemaker! From all eternity, God was moved within Himself to make peace with His fallen creature. In the eternal
Counsel of Peace, a Triune God covenanted with Christ as
Mediator to bring about reconciliation between God and fallen
sinners.
Therefore, as soon as Adam and Eve fell, God revealed Himself
to His fallen image bearers as the great Peacemaker, unveiling to
them to the gospel of peace concerning the Seed of the woman
who would come in the fullness of time to restore peace between
God and man
To that end, the Father, as Peacemaker, sent His only begotten
Son into the world, of whom Isaiah had prophesied that He
would be the Prince of Peace, in order to make peace by way of
the cross. That blessed reality caused the angels to sing in the
fields of Ephrata that the birth of the Christ Child would not only
bring glory to God but also peace on earth and, as a direct
consequence of this, good will toward men (Luke 2:14).
On the cross we also behold the Eternal Son of God as
Peacemaker. There He "abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in
himself of twain one new man, so making peace”! (Eph. 2:15).
However, also the Holy Spirit, the third Person of the blessed
Trinity, is the great Peacemaker. As the Spirit of the Father and the
Son, it is His special work to apply the work of Christ to the hearts
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of sinners, uniting them to Christ of whom Paul says, "He is our
peace" (Eph. 2:14). By means of His marvelous work, He bestows
on sinners that peace which passes all understanding (Phil 4:7).
But that work He accomplishes preeminently through the
proclamation of the gospel of peace, a task for which He equips
the Church of Christ and more specifically, a task for which He
equips men whom He has made partakers of this peace, and who,
by His transforming grace, as children of their heavenly Father,
have also become peacemakers. The fruit of that grace will therefore not only manifest itself in the fact that true believers will
seek, as much as lies in them, to "live peaceably with all men"
(Rom. 12:18), but also to do whatever their hand finds to do to
make peace with their perishing neighbor by communicating the
gospel of peace to them.
It is thus the sacred calling of the Church of Jesus Christ to be
peacemakers, that is, to be diligent in preaching the gospel of
peace in Jerusalem (at home) and to the ends of the earth. It is in
that way that God, as the great Peacemaker, is pleased to accomplish His eternal Counsel of Peace. May it therefore be our earnest
desire to be used of God as peacemakers to disseminate the
gospel of peace, so that His good pleasure in Christ may prosper.
Then we shall experience the blessed reality of this beatitude,
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children
of God!"

EDITORIAL
Reflection
Jake Sinke
Dear Mission Family,
Time flies! That is a term that we often use or
hear others use, is it not? It is indeed a reality
that time passes by so quickly! It is now four
years ago already that I was called on to take on
the task of chairing the HRC Mission
Committee and now, in accordance with the
regulations in our Mission Committee
Handbook, the HRC synod has appointed someone to replace me
as my term ends at the next Mission Committee meeting.
When we reflect on the past four years, we are confronted with
the fact that we have sinned and come short of what we should
have been in this position! We are astounded that our God will
and does cast all sins of His people into a sea of forgetfulness
when we repent in truth and believe on our Lord Jesus Christ.
What a comfort to be able to cast all our burdens upon Him! He
uses sinful mankind to fulfil His will, also in bringing His word
to the ends of the earth. What a blessing to know this. He does not
need us but He does use us, even as sinful mankind, to bring the
message of salvation throughout the world.
The past four years have not been without challenges and
difficulties for your Mission Committee. I readily confess that
numerous times I did not know how to address the issues coming
to me. I was and continue to be grateful for the men who served
with me in the past term. In this way too I came to learn that
God's word is true that "in the multitude of counselors there is
safety" (Prov. 11:14). To all those who served during the past four
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years, please receive my heartfelt gratitude and forgive me for the
wrongs committed. Likewise to the missionaries and their
families: even in disagreements, we look to our ever faithful
Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ who is the same yesterday, today
and forever. He is the reason we can and do move on, trusting in
Him, thankful and hopeful that also the work of our small
mission efforts will bear fruit in some way to extend His kingdom
and glorify our Glorious Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Dear friends, I came across an article reporting on Dr. Packer's
long life, which said "all his life he sought to read the Bible and
study it and use the application of it to his daily life. Because
ignorance of the Bible is ignorance of God!" Is this not true? That
is all the more reason for us to turn to our Bibles and learn of God
but also to continue to reach out and heed the command "Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I
am with you alway, even to the end of the world.” AMEN!
“Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory,
for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake.”
With Christian Love, Jake Sinke

Bryan after
his operation

Fidel

MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba Mission
Bill Sommer
We returned from our trip to Holland and Canada the first week
of June. At first, nobody realized that I was coming back that day,
but when I drove into the compound how happy everyone was to
see me. I received many hugs from the children and staff alike. It
was a great experience.
We received several new children since the last time I wrote.
The latest is a baby boy named Edward, born April 26 to a single
mother. His mother is working for us now, so she can be near her
baby. If anyone would like to sponsor Edward please contact
Denise VanBrugge at mdvanbrugge@xplornet.com.

Edward
Edward’s Mother

Bryan had his first operation
to correct his cleft lip; he will
need several more. The next
operation is planned for August,
the Lord willing. Irma, one of the
older girls, who also was born
without a palate, had her last
operation this week and is still in
Bali.
2

The local minister baptized seven babies this past April. We
invited their families and many did come to the service
Opi and Andreas passed their high school exams. We had
planned for Opi to go to college to be a midwife, but her doctor
advised against it. Opi suffers from epilepsy, the course is very
heavy and the doctor thought it would bring on more attacks if she
does not get enough sleep. For now, she helps in the school; maybe
she can follow her dream next year.
Glad Tidings
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Opi and her brother Rinto
Four boys will go to Java to a technical school. We met a
woman some time ago who is willing to pay for their studies. It is
a four-year-course. It will be a great change for the boys.
Yafet is unable to go, because of his Scoliosis. He needs to be
tested regularly and needs supervision with his exercises.
We still learn new things. We
found out that once a child is in
high school he or she cannot
change direction and go to a technical school for instance. Andreas
would like to learn to be a mechanic, but because he finished high
school, he is not allowed to go to a
trade school. Now we have to see if
we can find a place with a good
mechanic, which is not easy.
Andreas

Grade 9 had to dress up in traditional Sumba costume and
learn and sing a Sumbanese song for their exam.
Christine is in Jakarta at the moment. She is also planning to
take some time off to recuperate. She is often ill and needs a good
rest.
There has been little rain this past monsoon season. We
received only a quarter of the usual amount of precipitation, the
wells ran dry in May, and there was only a little water in the
reservoir of the home, but no water for the people. We asked the
government if they would give us a tank truck so we could haul
water for the home and the villagers. (There had been a new tank
truck, but some village children got into it and put it in neutral so
it ran down the mountain into a tree and that was the end of that
truck.) The government provided us with a truck and a driver,
which is a big help; we just have to pay for the fuel.
The project is running well and we are grateful to the Lord for
providing in all our needs.

SOUTH AFRICA
Reinforcement and Enlargement
Dr. Brian DeVries
“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth the curtains of
thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy
stakes; for thou shalt break forth on the right hand and on the left; and
thy seed shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be
inhabited” (Isaiah 54:2-3).

Andreas with teachers after school
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With these beautiful words, the Prophet Isaiah gives instruction
to God’s people who would be living during the New Testament
era. Though once seemingly like a barren woman while waiting
in darkness for the Promise to be born, God’s people in the Old
Testament are prophetically invited to rejoice with singing in
anticipation of the coming Messiah. For us today, the Messiah has
come, He is now sitting on His sovereign throne, and His Spirit
remains with us at all times! So God’s people – the Church today
– are not barren or desolate. No rather, the Church holds the
promise of Christ’s victory, and so the people of God today are
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invited – yes, even commanded – to rejoice and to work for reinforcement and enlargement on every side.
What are you doing to enlarge the place of God’s tent? How
are you stretching out the curtains and lengthening the cords?
This command comes to all God’s people: “Do not hold back!
Lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes!” This is the
spiritual calling of the Church in the New Testament period; it is
now the activity of the church’s mission. If you are under God’s
tent – part of His people – then you are called to participate in this
joyful activity.
Mukhanyo Theological College is just one very small part of
God’s tent. But we are trying to “lengthen the cords” and to
“strengthen the stakes” so that God’s mission will also be
accomplished in southern Africa. Our ministry work includes the
following lengthening and strengthening activities:
Lengthening the Cords
The Mukhanyo ministry has increased,
and we had to increase the number of people doing the work. So we created a few
new positions, now filled by several additional people on the Mukhanyo team. Mr.
Jacques Tredoux came to Mukhanyo with
more than thirty years of education management experience in government school
Jacques Tredoux
leadership. He now serves as the Head of
Education Delivery, a new position that oversees all faculty members and facilitators (about 75 people). He also serves with five
other experienced people on the expanded Executive Committee
of the college leadership.
New people: Ms. Sherley de Bruin joined Mukhanyo’s team in
July. She was formerly employed as the secretary of the teachers’
education program, but now she has returned to Mukhanyo after
several years of academic study to serve as the manager of the
academic administration office. Other new staff members include
Mrs. Annemieke Pouwels, Ms. Thoko Sikhosana, and Rev.
Benjamin Zulu. Rev. Zulu is the former Mukhanyo student who
lived with Dr. Brian DeVries for three years while working at the
church plant in Sunnyside, Pretoria. He is now serving at
Mukhanyo as a full-time lecturer and working as a local churchplanting pastor in Kempton Park.

Sherley de Bruin
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Benjamin Zulu

New campuses: We are thankful for the small but significant start
of the new Mukhanyo campuses in Johannesburg and Pretoria. Dr.
Japie Malan and Mr. Pieter Bisschoff continue to serve as campus
managers, respectively, and much work has already been done
this year to prepare for the new academic year that will start in
January 2017.
New material: The material development
team, now led by Annemieke Pouwels, has
developed a five-year plan for upgrading
Mukhanyo’s teaching material on both the
diploma and degree levels. Mukhanyo will
soon offer modules of the BTh degree in distance mode, and changes in government
accreditation requirements have given us the Annemieke Pouwels
opportunity to improve our diploma-level study guides. All new
modules will now be taught in our newly built recording studio in
an improved format with a higher quality.
Strengthening the Stakes
Many of the changes in the last year at Mukhanyo have been internal. Strategic planning in 2015 identified the need for improvement in several key areas, which gives us the opportunity to work
for a strengthened ministry.
Better integration: The largest change was to reorganize and
expand our internal academic management structures. Academic
management is now organized with a centralized leadership and
clustered around each local campus. So now there is a united faculty that teaches unified academic programmes in several locations. The teachers and distance education programs are not disconnected from the whole, and the various distance sites are
beginning to work more closely with the Mukhanyo campus in
their area.
Better administration: We are now working to greatly improve
our internal administration. Improved record-keeping systems
and other crucial improvements are part of the plans in this area.
Much work has been done to improve the on-line library collection, though much more investment is needed in this area.
Better technology: We have also started to improve the information computer technology. The KwaMhlanga building project
included a new phone system and computer network. But this is
only the beginning of what is now required for efficient ministry.
We are planning for better video capture and editing equipment in
the KwaMhlanga recording studio. We are also exploring other
options to use available technologies to improve the ministry.
This lengthening and strengthening work at Mukhanyo
Theological College is not always visible, and it often is not
glamorous or grandiose. Furthermore, we are engaged in spiritual
work that usually involves wrestling with personal sin and spiritual opposition. But the battle belongs to the Lord and it is Christ’s
kingdom that we try to continually seek. So His promise of future
success and victory remains our ultimate vision as we press on
with the difficult task of reinforcing and enlarging God’s spiritual
tent. And Isaiah’s rallying cry motivates us to greater action in this
joyful mission: “Spare not! Do not hold back!”

Glad Tidings
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SOUTH AFRICA – Update
Rev. Arthur and Dr. Sonja Miskin

The new library and classrooms across the courtyard

The new lecturers’ office that still needs to be organized

Mukhanyo Bible School Consultation 2016
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At times, the winter in South Africa can be quite harsh, contrary
to the thinking of many North Americans who consider Africa
warm and sunny. When such times come around, as we are experiencing now, we all tend to become a little miserable. The lack of
indoor heating does make the winters a little worse here but,
gladly and thankfully, winter only lasts for three months. One of
our concerns during wintertime is the effect the harsh weather
has on those who live in rural communities with no real
insulation from the cold, either in their homes or on their bodies.
As a church, we do our best to provide clothes and blankets to the
needy, with the limited resources we have, being a small
congregation. We cannot provide enough warm clothes and blankets to the patients and staff at Nakekela, an important channel of
distribution in the rural area where we work.
It is, therefore, appropriate at this time to consider the very
important and well-appreciated provisions given by the various
congregations and organisations overseas. Blankets and clothing
(such as pajamas and sweaters) are so very comforting to the
patients, who are so thin, with no body fat at all, and who suffer
terribly from the effects of the cold. There are several women’s
groups that are an example of this. The Esther Guild from Grand
Rapids has given us all sorts of wonderful handmade articles,
from blankets and slippers to winter sweaters and hats. The
women from Burgessville, Chilliwack and Grand Rapids have
provided feminine hygiene kits. Women from the New Jersey
congregations have on several occasions supplied us with little
dresses and other clothing items, as well as a host of useful things
like toothpaste, socks, razors and spectacles via visitors coming to
see us. It was amazing to see how much the staff and patients
appreciated the specs! Then, there are the women of the Side by
Side ministry in Chilliwack, who have on various occasions provided financial aid enabling us to obtain non-budgeted items
such as good winter shoes for the staff. By their generosity, we
have also been able to extend our vegetable garden and employ a
fulltime gardener. On another occasion, they helped us to buy
decent curtains for the patient rooms. All these things might seem
so small and insignificant, but we assure you that they are so
gratefully and thankfully received and make a world of difference to us. Many of these dear sisters in the Lord may not have
visited the clinic or met any of the patients, but their kindness in
provision is tangible to all at Nakekela.
We have recently received news of the astonishing, even
incredible, outcome of the bike-a-thon, an annual fund raising
event on behalf of Nakekela that is held in Niagara, Ontario. The
funds brought in by this event have more than trebled since its
inception! The untiring efforts of Mike and Helena Koster and
many others are invaluable to the upkeep and continuation of the
work of Nakekela. We cannot sufficiently thank them for what
they do in organising this amazing event. The funds raised by the
bike-a-thon alone provide for more than half of the annual budget of the clinic via the ongoing support of Word and Deed, Heidi
Pronk being a prominent participant in our ministry. To all the
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churches, families and individuals who make it their duty and joy
to raise funds for the poor and needy, we extend our heartfelt
gratitude. We dare not forget Dirk Vrugteveen and his team of
helpers for their essential task in providing eats and drinks for the
weary bikers. In the beginning, there were only hotdogs to be had
but at the last event we attended around two years ago, there was
a selection of fare to choose from. On the occasions that we have
been able to attend the event, we have been overwhelmed by the
spirit of participation among young and old, even very young
and very old, as well as those manning the water stations, the first
aid helpers and the road team that bring up the rear and pick up
stragglers. All of these things add up to make the event what it is.
Thanksgiving to each one that participated and made the bike-athon fundraiser for Nakekela in Niagara, Ontario possible.
Another special ministry that has supported us over the years
is Not Just Tourists, serving from their home base in St Catharines,
Ontario, under the direction of Dr. Ken Taylor and his wife Denise.
They do an amazing work for the Lord by sending medical supplies, jam-packed into a full size suitcase, with anyone who may
be travelling to resource poor settings like ours in KwaMhlanga.
Over the years, we have had many visitors come from Canada
bringing a bag of supplies for us, often at extra luggage expense.
This not only helps us access supplies unavailable to us locally, but
aids us in containing our costs. Of immense value and saving to us
are the dressings and wound supplies that are simply unaffordable to us at Nakekela.

No visitors from overseas have arrived at these shores without
bearing gifts with them. Whether they were for use in our ministries or for personal use and consumption, such as packs of Tim
Horton’s coffee (or the Brown Gold from New Jersey) or books for
my (Arthur’s) library, these tokens of love and sacrifice have
meant much to us. We also know that there are so many others
who have contributed to our ministries in South Africa, some
known to us, others unknown, but all of them dearly known to the
Lord who sees and who takes note. Eternity alone will tell how
our seemingly meagre works of service have made an impact at
the Kingdom level.
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Above all, however, there are the prayers of the saints all over
the world that have sustained us in many a difficult situation. We
are well aware that prayer takes place in many different settings
– from pulpits, around the dinner table and individually –
prayers which help us to face various challenges, cross seemingly insurmountable barriers and overcome discouragement which
at times leads to feelings of despair. We are convinced that it is the
result of the collective raising up of the prayers of the church,
which are a sweet smelling aroma to our Lord and God. This too
is an act which joins God’s people together in various parts of the
world, notwithstanding separation by distance. How heartwarming has it not been for us to return to the churches in North
America to meet with families that we do not really know, but
who act as though they have known us for years. The reason soon
becomes clear when they introduce us to their children: “This is
Pastor Miskin and his wife, Dr Sonja, who we pray for!” This
knowledge immediately forges an intimate spiritual bond, which
only the child of God can truly appreciate.
The apostle Paul was unashamed in beseeching the churches
for prayer. He counsels the Ephesians that they are to pray, “with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.” He then
adds, “And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I
may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the
gospel.” In the end, the work that we do in our various ministries
is for the advancement of the priceless gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who alone is worthy of all honour, glory and praise. It is
to this glorious end alone that we labour.
On a personal note, our youngest daughter, Morgan, hopes to
be married to a young man named Jan deLang Venter, on 8
December 2016. We then veritably will become empty nesters. We
give thanks to God that both are committed Christians and both
are confessing members of the Reformed Church Tshwane.
Where we have “lost” three children we have gained another
three, all six of whom serve the Lord. God has faithfully heard
our prayers concerning each of our children and their spouses, in
accordance with His promise to us as parents and in answer to
our many prayers. Soli Deo Gloria.

Serving the Poor
Jesus said in Mark 14:7 “For ye have the poor with you
always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me
ye have not always.” Several members of the Hull HRC take
part in one of those opportunities to “do…good” by volunteering each year for an evening of serving at The Banquet in Sioux
Falls, SD. The Banquet provides thirteen meals each week as
well as fellowship and donated goods to those who are
homeless or in need. A few of the volunteers arrive early in the
afternoon to help prepare the meal. The rest of the crew arrives
by 5:30 so they can receive the duty assigned them and be present for opening devotions. The doors open at 6:00. There are
usually several opportunities to visit with the guests throughout
the evening, especially in the time each volunteer is given to be
seated with the guests for their own meal. These opportunities
serve to remind us how truly blessed we are for God’s goodness
to us in providing all we need for both body and soul.
Teaching the Young
At the time of writing this article, the women of the Hull
HRC are currently busy preparing for the Vacation Bible School
we hold each June. In 2015, we had 26 children in attendance,
ages 4-11, from our congregation and the local community. The
children learned lessons each evening on the “Armour of God”
and how the various pieces Paul mentions in Ephesians 6 apply
to their lives. How necessary it is to teach our children to use
each piece of this spiritual armour! The lesson each day was
followed up with learning an applicable Bible verse and song.
After a break for snack and games, each lesson was further illustrated in the crafts they worked on. The final day of VBS, the
children have the opportunity to show what they have learned
as they visit the Hull senior care facility to recite the verses and
sing the songs they have learned. Some of the older children still
participate in VBS by assisting with crafts and playing games
with the younger children as well as passing out flyers in the
local community prior to the VBS starting date.

CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Congregation, Hull, Iowa
Bob Groeneweg
Singing with the Seniors
Each month a group of members from Hull HRC visits with
seniors at the local care homes in Hull, Rock Valley and Sioux
Center on a rotating basis. The evening is opened with scripture
and a short meditation followed by singing Psalters and old
Hymns. These old songs of the faith are so precious to the
elderly and they enjoy the opportunity to hear and to sing along
with those songs, which they have hidden in their hearts over the
years. After singing, there is also an opportunity to visit and
fellowship with the residents and to hear of God’s faithfulness in
their lives.
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Attendees of 2015 Vacation Bible School, Hull, Iowa
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Working on crafts

Armour of
God crafts

OUTREACH REPORT

Singing to seniors

Heritage Reformed Church, Bradford, Ontario
Rev. Don Overbeek

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
DOC Update – Rev. Terreth Klaver
"That there may be equality" 2 Corinthians 8:13
At the HRC Synod 2016, the Domestic Outreach
Committee's reports and proposed budget were
approved. The approved reports gave an
overview of the DOC's work over the past year.
We were not able to report any potential new
outreach possibilities, but the reports clearly
indicated the Lord's spiritual blessing on our
outreach congregations in Bradford, Ontario; Plymouth,
Wisconsin; and Harrison, Arkansas.
8

Over the past year, our three outreach congregations have been
faithfully following our Lord Jesus Christ. Worship has continued
Sabbath to Sabbath. The Lord's Word has been faithfully proclaimed. The sacraments have been rightly administered. Families
have been counseled. Young people have been instructed in the
Word of the Lord and have engaged in acts of service. The work of
local outreach, in addition to the regular Sabbath worship and regular congregational life, has been done through witnessing, Bible
studies, chapel services, book sales, and Christian counseling. The
Lord has blessed the activities of these congregations not only by
granting spiritual growth and strengthening to those who attend,
but also by stirring interest among people not from our churches
and bringing visitors to the services and other ministries.
The spiritual blessings these outreach congregations have
experienced over the past year would not have been possible
apart from their sacrificial giving. However, the members of these
congregations are not the only ones called to give; all the HRC
congregations are called to give and support them. Our churches
agreed to give when our Synod approved the DOC's budget for
the coming year, but the Scriptures also clearly direct us to give. 2
Corinthians 8:13, 14 says, "For I mean not that other men be eased,
and ye burdened: But by an equality, that now at this time your
abundance may be a supply for their want, that their abundance
also may be a supply for your want: that there may be equality."
Paul here asks the Corinthians to give and help the church in
Jerusalem, and in turn, the church in Jerusalem will give when
Corinth has need. The apostle's desire that "there may be equality"
does not mean an equality in people's material possessions,
houses, or finances, but in equal access to Biblically consistent
worship and the Word of God. The same principle applies to our
outreach congregations and the more established congregations in
our denomination. We, as HRC congregations, should be giving to
support our brothers and sisters as they reach out to the people of
Ontario, Wisconsin, and Arkansas. As we pray for our outreach
congregations, let us not only pray that people would come to
hear the Word and come to know the Saviour, but also that we
would honour our financial commitments so that "there may be
equality" among our churches.

The Bradford Heritage Reformed Congregation is a
group of 30 people from around the Greater Toronto
Area that works to spread the Gospel of the kingdom to whomever we are given opportunity to do
so. Our bulletin contains our mission statement –
“Declaring to people God’s greatness and grace” –
followed by the verse from Matthew 24:14, “And
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end
come.” These words reflect the calling that we are striving to
fulfill as we pursue God’s mission in this world.
One of the most difficult questions to answer is, “Is your
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church growing?” While not an inappropriate or wrong question,
it does create an inner conflict in my mind and heart. Our church
may not be growing in the way that I, as the pastor, or others may
wish it to grow, with large numbers being added to the membership. On the other hand, would that be good growth or would it
feed pride about personal and professional success? The church is
under the governance of Christ and is in His hands. We need to
trust He will bless the means for the greatest good of His Church
in our area. He may be working growth in ways that we cannot
predict or quantify so that, when it becomes apparent, the glory
would be His. A recent book that I have been reading (“From
Embers to Flame” by Harry Reeder) states that healthy churches
will be growing churches – so we desire to be a healthy Reformed
church with a vision for reaching the lost.
Communion of Saints
Recently, our congregation has been hearing sermons on the
communion of saints. We are learning that God’s work for us as
His Church includes loyalty to Him, loving each other, and
looking out for our neighbors. While we do not all have to be
identical or insist that others be exactly like us, we can have a
shared direction as we use our talents and work where God has
placed us. It is our prayer that the beauty of Christian belonging
would radiate through our flock. Too often, it is simply assumed
that because the church is small, there must be close bonds of
fellowship. This is not always true. The Spirit must be present and
active in drawing people together and making those occasions
blessed times of individual and corporate growth in grace.

potential opportunity is a family living down the street from our
church building. Rob and his wife Jennifer live with Colton, their
seven-year-old son who is on the autism spectrum. Jennifer has just
recovered from a mental breakdown, and Rob is working to treat
Colton’s autism with a natural way of living akin to homesteading.
Rob grew up Roman Catholic but his parents allowed him to make
his own decisions as an adult and never really pressed the Catholic
teachings on him. Pray that we could possibly support Rob and
Jennifer as they raise Colton and face their own struggles as well.
Ask especially that we could speak of salvation in Jesus Christ and
the freedom and strength the Spirit gives.
Conclusion
Thank you for your interest in our congregation and the support
you provide. It is our prayer that you would not take the blessings
of your church for granted but you would be a living member of
Christ’s body. If you are ever in or around Toronto, or passing along
Highway 400 in Ontario, please consider yourself invited to visit
with us or to worship with us on a Sunday. We welcome you and
pray that we would be useful to each other. Most of all, please seek
the salvation of the lost. You do not need to do spectacular things or
perform certain duties (e.g. door-to-door tract delivery) but pray for
the people around you who do not believe in Christ and seek
opportunities to probe more deeply and speak winsomely to their
hearts. There is no church or Christian that is exempt from the calling to witness, especially if they would be a healthy and a growing
church or Christian.

Christian Compassion
Over the last six months, the church was enabled to become
involved in assisting a needy couple from the community. The
outpouring of food donations, visits, and genuine Christian love
was remarkable and a small but significant manifestation of God’s
work in us. We do not assist people as if we are better than they
are or more self-sufficient when they need various forms of
assistance. We are equally dependent on God and need His
salvation as a free gift ourselves. Recently this couple moved an
hour away. It was difficult to see them removed out of range of
our assistance, but through this all, we learned two important
lessons. First, God will be God, which is to say that we cannot
guide these people, run their lives for them, and bring them to
improvement as we seek it for them. God must work in their
hearts and lives, ultimately leading them on the path He has for
them and revealing Himself to them in their needs. Second, we
have learned of the need for the whole body of Christ to minister.
This means various people in the congregation needed to be
involved and Christians from other churches will have a role to
play as well. This is a reason why the church is often called a body,
because the work is too big for any one part to complete it all.
Sadly, too often people slip through the cracks because efforts are
not overseen or organized among various congregations assisting
those in need.
Please pray that this area of ministry would continue to grow
and provide fertile opportunities to speak the Gospel and live the
Gospel in ways that are powerful in practical ways for us all. One
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simple faith and left an unforgettably cheerful testimony; a Yale
undergraduate who lived to bring the gospel to Indian souls; and
a Scot who wandered the earth before coming to love Christ and
the poor of Dundee. (Banner of Truth Trust, paperback, 136 pages)
$10.00|$7.50
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

FROM THE PAST
Awake! Awake!
Charles H. Spurgeon
“Therefore let us not sleep as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 1
Thessalonians 5:6

Joel Fintelman, Jim Greydanus,
Pastor Don Overbeek, Dick Fintelman

BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Esther Engelsma
Reformed Means Missional:
Following Jesus into the World
Samuel T. Logan, Jr., editor
God’s church is on His mission—the mission of
covering the earth with the knowledge of the glory
of God in Christ Jesus. In this book, leading
Reformed thinkers including Tim Keller, Thomas
Schirrmacher, P.J. Buys, Diane Langberg, John
Leonard, and John Freeman demonstrate why and how the church
must be on God’s mission of bringing grace, holiness, compassion,
and justice to a world of sin and suffering. (New Growth Press,
paperback, 274 pages) $19.99|$15.00
God Made Them Great
John Tallach
Estimating greatness not by the usual standards of
judgment, John Tallach retells the story of five
remarkable lives—a German missionary in
England who gave his life to orphans; a Canadian
girl who served the Lisu people of China before
dying of cancer; a rough Cornishman who lived by
10

How many we have in the world who are inactive through sleep!
Yes, I say inactive. I mean by that, that they are active enough in
one direction, but they are inactive in the right. Oh, how many men
there are who are totally inactive in anything that is for God’s
glory, or for the welfare of their fellow creatures! For themselves,
they can “rise up early and sit up late and eat the bread of carefulness.” For their children, which is an alias for themselves, they can
toil until their fingers ache—they can weary themselves until their
eyes are red in their sockets—till the brain whirls and they can do
no more! But for God they can do nothing.
Some say they have no time, others frankly confess that they
have no will—for God’s church, they would not spend an hour—
while for this world’s pleasure, they could lay out a month! For the
poor they cannot spend their time and their attention. They may
haply have time to spare for themselves and for their own amusement, but for holy works, for deeds of charity and for pious acts
they declare they have no leisure! The truth is they have no will!
Behold how many professing Christians there are who are
asleep in this sense! They are inactive. Sinners are dying in the
street by hundreds. Men are sinking into the flames of eternal
wrath, but they fold their arms! They pity the poor perishing
sinner, but they do nothing to show that their pity is real.
They go to their places of worship; they occupy their well-cushioned easy pew. They wish the minister to feed them every Sunday,
but there is never a child taught in the Sunday school by them.
There is never a tract distributed at the poor man’s house. There is
never a deed done which might be the means of saving souls. We
call them good men, some of them we even elect to the office of
deacons and no doubt good men they are. … But these are good
and in some sense—good for nothing! They just sit and eat the
bread but they do not plow the field! They drink the wine but they
will not raise the vine that produces it. They think that they are to
live unto themselves, forgetting that “No man lives unto himself
and no man dies unto himself.” Oh, what a vast amount of sleeping we have in all our churches and chapels! Truly if our churches
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were once awake—as far as material things are concerned—there
are enough converted men and women and there is enough talent
with them and enough money with them and enough time with
them, God granting the abundance of His Holy Spirit, which He
would be sure to do if they were all zealous—there is enough to
preach the gospel in every corner of the earth! The church does
not need to stop for want of instruments or for want of agencies—
we have everything now except the will! We have all that we may
expect God to give for the conversion of the world, except a heart
for the work and the Spirit of God poured out into our midst!
Oh, brothers and sisters “Let us not sleep as do others.” You
will find the “others” in the church and in the world—“the
refuse” of both are sound asleep! … “Well, now,” says the apostle
Paul, “you people of God, it is daytime with you. The sun of righteousness has risen upon you with healing in His wings. The light
of God’s Spirit is in your conscience. You have been brought out
of darkness into marvelous light! For you to be asleep, for a
church to slumber is like a city in bed in the daytime; like a whole
town slumbering when the sun is shining—it is untimely and
unseemly.”
You know the world is sick with the plague of sin, and you
yourself have been cured by the remedy which has been provided. You are asleep, inactive, loitering. You do not go forth to —
“Tell to others round,
What a dear Savior you have found.”
There is the precious gospel—you do not go and put it to the
lips of a sinner! There is the all precious blood of Christ—you
never go to tell the dying what they must do to be saved! The
world is perishing with worse than plague—and you are idle!
And you are a minister of the gospel. And you have taken that
holy office upon yourself. And you are content to preach twice on
a Sunday and once on a weekday and there is no remonstrance
within you. You never desire to attract the multitudes to hear you
preach. You had rather keep your empty benches and study
propriety, than you would once, at the risk of appearing overzealous, draw the multitude and preach the word to them! You
are a writer—you have great power in writing. You devote your
talents alone to light literature, or to the production of other
things which may furnish amusement but which cannot benefit
the soul. You know the Truth of God but you do not tell it out.
Yonder mother is a converted woman—you have children and
you forget to instruct them in the way to heaven. You yonder are
a young man, having nothing to do on the Sabbath and there is
the Sunday school. You do not go to tell those children the sovereign remedy that God has provided for the care of sick souls. The
death-bell is ringing even now! Hell is crying out, howling with
hunger for the souls of men. “Bring out the sinner! Bring out the
sinner! Bring out the sinner! Let him die and be damned!” And
there are you professing to be a Christian, and doing nothing,
which might make you the instrument of saving souls—never
putting out your hands to be the means in the hand of the Lord of
plucking sinners as brands from the burning! Oh, may the blessing of God rest on you, to turn you from such an evil way that you
may not sleep as do others; but may watch and be sober! The
world’s imminent danger demands that we should be active and
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not be slumbering!
A selection from The New Park Street Pulpit, Sermon 163.

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Rev. Marty Slingerland
Hull Iowa HRC Youth Group – Linda VanBeek
The Hull Iowa Heritage Reformed Church is not large; therefore,
our Youth Group is also not large! We do enjoy being together
though! Our meetings include young people ages 13 through 19
years old. Our most common venue for meeting is following the
Sunday evening worship service. We have a snack after the service and then listen to a speaker give a topic or watch a video
speaker on a subject pertinent to youth and young adults. Pastor
Bart Elshout presented our most recent topic night. He spoke to
us on “Daniel: A Role Model for Young People”. We had approximately 20 young people in attendance; it was a very worthwhile
evening. Others have presented also, including Pastor Terry
Klaver, Pastor Brian Najapfour and Mr. Ryan Hurd. In the past
we have also met during the week and viewed a couple of
videos by Pastor Paul Washer, one of which was called “A
Shocking Message to Youth”, an address which he had given to
a large group of young people at a conference. When we meet on
a weeknight, we also play some games during the meeting, such
as board games, dodgeball or mat ball. Sometime in the near
future we are planning to hold a meeting to watch a Voice of the
Martyrs video. We hope to increase out awareness of those persecuted through the world for professing Christ.
In the summer, we also meet at Lake Okoboji. One of our
church families, Jay and Stacy Van Voorst, host us for a meal,
boating, water skiing and Jet Ski activities. This day is definitely
one of the highlights of our Youth Group calendar! We appreciate this couple taking care of us for a day!
Another summer project the youth participated in was to distribute Vacation Bible School flyers in the neighborhoods
throughout Hull. We invite all children from the town to attend
our VBS.
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Pray with us for the young people of our congregation and
our entire denomination. They are growing up in a world that is
hostile to true biblical Christianity! May they be found in Christ
Jesus, demonstrate the marks of true faith as found in The
Beatitudes, following the path of true godliness. Pray that our
youth will be “salt of the earth and the light of the world.”

evening, and carefully turn it upside-down, lay it reverently on his
knee, draw out the lid, and gaze very earnestly on something
inside the stool.
In this way they kept their Bible for years, and found comfort
and happiness in reading it. The priest often came in, and
searched the house, to find the Bible, but he could not. One time,
when he had searched till he was tired, he came and sat down on
that very stool to rest himself. And, as he sat there, he wondered
where in the world the Bible could be; but he never succeeded in
finding it out.
After a while the father of this family heard of America, and of
the liberty people had there to read the Bible as much as they
pleased, and to worship God in any way they chose. So they all
went over to that country in a ship, and took their precious Bible
with them. They loved it, and guarded it as the greatest treasure
they had in their new home. And when that good father died, he
handed down that Bible to his children, with a charge to keep it in
remembrance of the sufferings and trials he had passed through in
his native land.

The Bible: The Way in Which
it has been Preserved (Part 3)
Rev. Richard Newton
“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129.
A long while ago there was a family, who loved the Bible, living
in France. They lived at a time when the Roman Catholic priests
had power there. They forbade people to read the Bible, and
threatened punishment, and even death, to any who were found
reading it. The father of this family felt that whatever else he had
not he must have the Bible to read for himself and for his children. But he knew that unless he could hide it, it would soon be
taken away from him. And he knew, too, that if he expected to
keep it he must hide it in some place where the priests would not
think of looking for it. If he should put it in any of the drawers, or
in the cupboard, or under the bed, they would be sure to look
there, and find it, and carry it off.
So he got a wooden stool, with sides round the top of it; he
turned it upside-down, and fastened the backs of the Bible to the
underside of the top of the stool, so that when the stool was
turned up, you could open the Bible, and turn over the leaves,
and read in any part of it. Then he made a sliding lid to the under
part of the stool, so that the Bible might be protected both from
sight and from injury; and when that lid was pushed in there was
nothing about the stool that would lead anybody to suspect what
a treasure there was inside of it. It was just a common-looking
wooden stool. It stood about the room, as though it was of no sort
of consequence; and anybody might sit on it, or stand on it, as
they pleased. If some one, who did not know what was there, had
been in that house, he would have thought it very strange to see
the father of that family take that stool every morning and
12

MISSION FINANCES
James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements for the nine months
ending April 30, 2016. We thank God for providing so many of
you with the gift of giving for our missionaries. Since our last
report, there were a number of significant donations, for which
we are very grateful.
In these statements, however, you will continue to see that
there still remains a significant shortfall in the annual budget,
which continues to deplete the cash reserves. The Canadian dollar has strengthened significantly in the past quarter and as such
is helping stabilize the budget somewhat given that 60% of the
income received is CAD. As you read this there will only be a
short time left to give prior to our year-end of July 31st and so,
your prayerful and timely consideration is most appreciated.
This past week, the great Irish/English hymn Be Thou My
Vision found its way into my mind. It is so true that, with God
being our Vision and supplier for our Mission efforts, He will
indeed be our “best Thought” too.
Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night,
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Titus DeVries Birthday – August 14
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday - September 13
• Morgan Miskin Birthday – September 22

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
miskinza@gmail.com Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247

Nakekela Christian Community Centre Staff

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Return Undeliverable Mail to:
P.O. Box 147
Burgessville, Ontario, Canada
N0J 1C0

Sing to the Lord, Ye Distant Lands
Sing to the Lord, ye distant lands!
Ye tribes of every tongue!
His new discovered grace demands
A new and nobler song.
Say to the nations, “Jesus reigns,
God’s own almighty Son;
His power the sinking world sustains,
And grace surrounds His throne.”
Let Heav’n proclaim the joyful day;
Joy through the earth be seen;
Let cities shine in bright array,
And fields in cheerful green.
Let an unusual joy surprise
The islands of the sea;
Ye mountains! sink; ye valleys, rise;
Prepare the Lord His way.
Behold, He comes—He comes to bless
The nations as their God;
To show the world His righteousness,
And send His truth abroad.
But when His voice shall raise the dead,
And bid the world draw near,
How will the guilty nations dread
To see their Judge appear!
Isaac Watts
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