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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://www.heritagereformed.com/index.php/glad-tidings
Mukhanyo group discussion at the Staff Vision Day

MEDITATION
Loving the Lost
Rev. Johnny Serafini
“I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my
heart” Rom. 9:2-3
Love for the lost is one of the most essential elements if you would have a heart to evangelize.
In fact, a lack of love is often the reason why
many professing believers do not give much
thought to evangelizing others. Even those
whose excuse is that they are too introverted or
not gifted enough, if they were to experience the kind of love Paul
had for unbelievers, they would become motivated to pray more
and find ways to be actively engaged in sharing the Gospel of
Christ.
An excellent example of love for unbelievers is the apostle Paul.
It was his love for the Lord that motivated him in this ministry,
but also his love for others. He gave thanks to God for the
Thessalonians, prayed “always” for the Colossians and called the
Philippians “my joy and crown.” Indeed, his love is manifest in
every letter he wrote. He had a love that outweighed the many
perils he lists in 2 Corinthians 11:26, perils of waters, of robbers, in
the city, by the heathen, and by his own countrymen.
He was in peril of his own countrymen, the Jews, yet, they were
the ones for whom he had “great heaviness and continual sorrow
in [his] heart.” They were the ones who primarily spoke evil and
persecuted him, but instead of being weighed down with a heart
of bitterness toward them, he developed a deep concern for them
because they were still lost. Paul even made use of hyperbole to
express the depth of his love for them, “For I could wish that
myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen
according to the flesh” Rom. 9:3. He knew he could not be a
substitute for them, but loved them so greatly that he could speak
this way. Although he used hyperbole to express his love, he is not
exaggerating the love that we should have.
While he may only “wish” for such things, we serve One who
did become accursed from God for us, even the Lord Jesus Christ
– who is our ultimate example. We are called to love the lost
because we ourselves were loved while lost. This is, in fact, the
best place to start learning how to love this way. Meditate upon
how you were saved, the sacrifice He made, the blood He shed,
the suffering He sustained, the labor, the devotion, the cost, the
ransom, the pain, the prayers…the love. And even as you thank
the Lord for having graciously and lovingly saved you, you
develop a love and a concern for those still not saved.
If you do not know Christ as Savior, you cannot love yet with
this kind of love, and you are the very one whom believers must
be concerned for, pray for, entreat heaven for, that God would
graciously and mercifully save. Why would others be more concerned for your soul rather than yourself? While perhaps you are
still not persuaded that if you die without Christ you will suffer
eternal condemnation, the true believer is; while you still ponder
whether eternity exists, the believer knows it does; while you consider whether you are elect or not, the believer knows that if you

APRIL 2017

remain unsaved you are in eternal danger, hence their earnest
pleas, their concern, even their tears in your behalf. I hope that is
what you have experienced. Certainly you must have heard your
pastor plead, “you must be born again!” It is this Christ-like love
that compels him to it and many must have been his tears on your
behalf.
If you are a true believer, I pray you would develop this earnest
love for those who are lost, that they may see something of
Christ’s love in you. Begin by asking the Lord for this love, then
meditate upon the love He manifested towards you. Add to your
meditation the condemnation He spared you from and which
your friend, relative or others are headed to if they do not repent
and believe. Finally, develop a ministry of intercession in behalf
of the salvation of others, bring them, name by name before the
throne of God who is gracious and kind and who alone has the
power to convert sinners to Himself.
Love for the lost is the love of compassion wherein you suffer
with them while all that is before them is the grim prospect of hell
itself, unless they be snatched by the power of the gospel. You
have the knowledge of that which alone can give them hope. Do
not keep the truth away from them, but love them enough to pray
for them and entreat them to enter in by repentance toward God
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.

EDITORIAL
Mission: Our Work or God’s?
James Beeke
Hudson Taylor believed God called him to
bring the gospel to China. After sharing this
with his fellow ministers at a church meeting,
another pastor-- who opposed the church sending Taylor out as a missionary-- arose and
spoke to him and the assembly stating, “If God
wanted to save the Chinese, He would do so.
He does not need you to do this.”
This statement is true. God is almighty. He is
sovereign. He can accomplish His eternal purposes without you,
me, Hudson Taylor, or anyone else. But this statement is not the
whole truth. Scripture also teaches that God has chosen to work
by means. One of these means is the preaching of the gospel
(Rom. 10:13-15). Later Hudson Taylor did go to China, not
supported by his church, but a mission society. And we know
how richly God blessed this ministry!
It is important to understand that we can deceive each other by
saying true things. We can mislead others when we hide and do
not share all the facts about a situation. This is why it is important
to not only tell the truth, but the whole truth. Yes, salvation is
God’s sovereign work. But, we also need to understand that God
delights to work through means. The following biblical event will
illustrate this truth.
Do you remember Jesus’ first miracle? Read John 2:1-11. The
host family of the wedding had used up all the wine they had.
Mary instructed the servants to do whatever Jesus told them to
do. When Jesus said to fill the pots with water, they did. Notice,
they did not question, saying, “What good will this do? The host
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needs wine, not water!” They did not refuse to fill the pots with
water, stating that this work was not necessary because if Jesus
wanted to do a miracle He could do so without providing this
water. They simply did what Jesus commanded them to do, and
then Jesus performed the miracle. Jesus did that which only he
could do! Jesus changed the water into wine.
This pictures our calling to mission work. God commands us to
go to all nations and to preach the gospel (Matt. 28:19-20). But the
miracle, the changing of human hearts, the new birth and turning
by way of repentance and faith from sin to God, that is God’s
work alone! Mission: is it our work or God’s? Let us go and
diligently do all that God instructs us to do, and then let us look
to the Lord for the miracle, for the fruits, for the changing of
hearts and lives, i.e. the work which He alone can do.
We are therefore to go and “fill the mission pots with water” as
we are commanded to do. Pray that Jesus will do the miracle,
changing the “water” into “wine.” Let us go and diligently bring
the gospel to all peoples. Let us pray that the Lord will do the
miracle, changing hearts and saving lives. To God be the honor
and glory both now and forever.

MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba
Iman Pengharapan dan Kasih
Bill Sommer
Iman Pengharapan dan Kasih is still our official name in
Indonesia.
As you know, we went through a severe drought this past
year. The wells ran dry and water had to be trucked in each day
to supply us with enough water for the bare necessities. The government brought several truckloads each day, but after a while
the drought affected the other side of the island as well, and the
government ran out of water too and was not able to help us any
longer. Yanrus, Christina’s husband, bought 8 barrels and drove
several times a day to an artesian well about an hour’s drive
away. We are very thankful for the plentiful rains which the Lord
in his goodness has again provided! All the cisterns are full with
a total of 975m3, that is 975,000 litres. The ground water levels are
coming up; the 95-meter deep well is producing water again, but
the water level in the 60-meter well has not yet reached the pump.
Everything is green again: a beautiful sight! How deeply dependent we are on the Lord for providing for all our needs.
In the 17 years that we are here, we can only say “The Lord is
good and doeth well”.
No one is seriously sick. Alpon is still a big concern; he had
several heart operations, but all is not well. His life could end
suddenly and he is aware of it but does not show too much concern that we can see.
The four boys in the technical school in Semarang are doing
fine and seem to like it. Samuel and Jefri are studying for small
engine repair, Esto is in the construction class, and Yehezkiel is
studying to be a chef.
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Alpon
Eldi, the deaf mute boy, is in the last year of Junior High school
and now with a hearing aid is able to hear somewhat. So maybe in
the future we can help him!
Our school is running well. We have enough teachers for
kindergarten to grade nine. Each year we add children from the
village to our kindergarten program; this will increase the number
of our students. The school building is too small, so for now we put
up dividers made of bamboo in the classrooms; it is not ideal but
for now it must do.
We have not yet planted any vegetables; first it was too dry, and
now the seed has washed away. When the heaviest rains are past
we will try again. The big boys are superbusy cutting the grass on
the compound.
Christina hopes to take an extended holiday for a good rest and
health check-up in Bali. Christina’s husband Yanrus had a motorcycle accident when a cow ran out from between trees during a
heavy rainstorm. He had cuts and bruises, but although he is stiff
and sore, he is doing fine otherwise.
Now that the rains have started we have found out how many
leaks we have in the roofs of the school and the home. Indeed, the
home needs a new roof. When the home was built in 2001, the
contractor used the cheaper corrugated sheets and because we are
so close to the ocean, the roofing has rusted, leaving many holes.
We pray that funds will be available soon to replace the entire roof.
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The compound in the dry season

SOUTH AFRICA
Ministry Review
The HRC Mission Committee requested an update on my
missional ministry earlier this year. This article is a shorter
version of that report (including a few extra pictures).

Suppertime

Some of the village students
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Grace Reformed Church Plant
The church planting ministry, under the authority of the
Reformed Church Annlin, continues with gradual steady growth
from month to month. The work started about four years ago.
Overall, there is healthy progress – though not without challenges – and we hope the church will be formally organized in
two to three years.
The last year has been a time of increased attendance and
healthy internal developments. The various church ministries are
starting to mature. Our catechism program has entered its third
year with the three committed teachers (not myself) doing a fine
job. Annual membership classes have served to lay a lasting
foundation of sound doctrinal knowledge. The
hospitality, evangelism, missions, finance, and
other subcommittees of the Steering
Committee are each serving in their own areas,
and so by God’s grace we experience a concerted effort and display of spiritual giftedness
within the body.
The Steering Committee continues to
meet monthly for prayer and discussion.
Please pray with us for the future growth of
our church plant. We are presently discussing
the need for leadership growth in two areas:
(1) the eventual selection and appointment of
elders and deacons, once the church plant
transitions into a formally organized body.
And (2) future pastoral support to lead the
growing work, either as a co-worker with me
Glad Tidings
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or as a full-time pastor to replace me. We trust the Lord to give
direction and resources for these developments in His perfect
time.

Prayer needs for Mukhanyo include the following:
Additional full-time lecturers to teach modules in the various
locations and to further develop teaching material.
Funding for building renovations required at the Johannesburg
campus, as well as a few areas (repairing the parking lot, lighting
protection & electrical upgrades, etc.) still remaining at the
KwaMhlanga campus.
Ongoing accreditation-related approvals by governmental
authorities, both for the annual reporting as well as for additional
academic programs.
Expertise and funding for a major information system upgrade
(in KwaMhlanga and the other locations) to take advantage of
newer technologies in education.
Further advancement of internal operational support (e.g.
improved admissions processes, etc.).

Church ladies at a baby shower
Mukhanyo Theological College
The college, by God’s grace, has successfully continued in its
mission to provide quality theological education for southern
Africa. In the last year we have experienced considerable expansion and internal growth, despite some external challenges that
are common to frontline ministries. Perhaps the most notable
areas of growth are the following:
Strengthened indigenous leadership by the Executive
Management (six people) and local governance by the Board of
Directors (nine people).
Many internal improvements and additional support staff:
A consolidated student records department, a full-time
qualified librarian, additional secretaries in other locations, and a
full-time facilities manager.
Additional academic programs and sites of delivery, resulting
in a significantly increased student intake this year and for the
future.
Expanded indigenous faculty, led by an experienced
education manager, who are gifted teachers and experienced
local pastors.

Some lecturers and students at lunch in KwaMhlanga

Most of the Mukhanyo faculty for 2017

Leadership and related administrative
functions take the lion’s share of my time,
meaning that my days are often packed with
back-to-back meetings. Teaching is still my
first-love, however, and thankfully I can still
do this as well. This year, due to the expanded
management team, I am able to teach an extra
module in both semesters: My modules this
semester are: Biblical Foundations of Mission
(degree level), Understanding Bible Doctrine
(diploma level), and Missional Apologetics
(diploma level).
4
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The DeVries Family
We are humbled and very thankful for the Lord’s blessings on us
a family. In addition to serving as wife and mother and frequent
hostess, Lanae stays busy with leading the ladies’ Bible study and
the new women’s prayer meeting, as well as playing piano for the
church plant.
The children are a wonderful blessing. Krista, almost 6 years,
is a helpful little lady who [mostly] enjoys her homeschooling program. Micah, now 4 years, is a cute sweet boy who loves his siblings. Titus, 1 1/2 years, is a high-energy toddler trying hard to
keep up with the others. They all are the subject of many prayers,
both for them and for us who acutely feel the need for parental
wisdom and grace.
We are thankful for the HRC Mission Committee and remain
very grateful for the ongoing support of the HRC churches.
Thanks for the opportunity to serve in the global church and to
fulfill our calling to seek Christ’s kingdom in southern Africa.

DeVries Family

SOUTH AFRICA
Caring for the Orphans

So we see that throughout the Scriptures the Lord promises
help but the question is: how will He do so? When the need is
overwhelming and the issues are so complicated, what are the
people of the Lord supposed to do? We are told to respond in
faith...for without faith it is impossible to please God. But our
faith can also be seen in our works.
Throughout the past 11 years of ministry to the sick and those
affected by the AIDS virus and all the associated misery it causes,
we have had many occasions to help orphans. We have been
given a unique opportunity to bring help and hope and health to
many discouraged and marginalized children. In the early years,
before the availability of medication, we looked after many
infants and we also lost many to an early death. Some we were
able to pull through with the wonderful help of Lambano
Hospice in Johannesburg. The joy of seeing a healthy child
returned to extended family is very great. Recently we had the
opportunity of reuniting with one of these children, who is now
13 years old and doing well and living with an elderly aunt!
Later, with the availability of medication, it became our focus
to access the medication for children found in appalling conditions, and care was provided through our wonderful Home
Based Care team. The hearts of our staff were moved to go
beyond the call of duty in many of these cases. In one case, we
had to remove the child from a filthy hovel, where he was being
subjected to malnourishment resulting in him contracting tuberculosis as well as HIV, and nurse him at Nakekela. We were subjected to abuse and threats of physical violence but the Lord
undertook in all of this evil and helped us bring him to a safe
place. Not only did he recover from his illnesses, but he has been
given a new home because he has been officially adopted by one
of our staff members. He is now in a Christian home, learning to
love and serve the Lord and attending the local school. However,
ongoing needs are many as he has severe hearing impairment
due to his illness, which makes it necessary for them to travel far
away for further treatment. He probably needs hearing apparatus
in due time and so we wait upon the Lord for help.

God’s heart for orphans is clearly displayed in both Old and New
Testaments. The Lord is the great Protector and loving Father of all
children living as orphans.
Psalm 68:5 says, "A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the
widows, is God in his holy habitation." He who numbers the hairs
on our head will certainly not turn away from the children living
as orphans...and this inspires us to act.
Deut. 10:18 says, “He doth execute the judgment of the fatherless and widows…”.
Psalm 10:14 says, "Thou hast seen it; for thou beholdest mischief and spite, to requite it with thy hand: the poor committeth
himself to thee; thou art the helper of the fatherless.”
James 1:27 says, "Pure religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world."
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The Kitchen Manager, Sarah, with the orphan she cares for
Sometimes we come across children in such complicated situations that honestly the Lord only knows how to unravel.
Recently a small family of three boys entered our lives, aged
10,14 and 16, evicted from their living quarters in the rain, abandoned by mother, no living father, not only homeless but also
stateless as they have no documentation. They have for the
immediate future been taken into the care of our RN Sister Verina
and her husband while we try to make some kind of plan for
them. Sarsih Miskin is providing them with a homeschooling
curriculum and supervising schooling and household supplies; they are
now safe in a wonderful
home and with a Christian
family. But the challenges
are many as the future
looms ahead; we pray desperately that the Lord will
undertake and make a
way forward.
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Sarsih teaching
the three boys

Sister Verina
with her
husband and
the three boys
These are a few
examples
of
those that have
come to us for
help, and great
is our joy when
we can be a
hand and foot to them. However, heavy are our hearts over the
many we have lost and the countless ones we have not been able
to reach. We covet your prayers for God's sustaining grace for the
orphans and the workers so that His name would be glorified
through the work in this ministry.

Glad Tidings
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
Evangelistic Activities of the Heritage
Reformed Congregation in New Jersey

Home based care workers

Orphan children from home visits

Nakekela staff singing
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The New York Gospel Ministries
An ongoing ministry we are able to assist is the
New York Gospel Ministries only 45 minutes
away from our congregation in the heart of
Manhattan, in the Chelsea District. They meet
in the historic building of the Manor
Community Church which was built in 1874.
They have a unique ministry of supplying visitors with very good food while they attend a
full hour of teaching of the Word of God. While the service is
held in the sanctuary with hymn singing, prayer, preaching and
even offerings, the carts people bring are being filled to the brim
by volunteers in a back room.
There are five such services throughout the week, one of
them in Chinese, one in Spanish and the others in English. They
receive work teams throughout the summer who come for a
week, assisting in the services and engaging in street evangelism. We usually spend Saturday mornings and afternoons
doing all kinds of work needed: carpentry, cleaning, re-organizing, sorting food, and evangelism.
Pastor Bill Jones, their senior pastor, has a great concern for
souls, always grateful that he and his wife, Jill, live where millions of people from so many nations are gathered in one city.
Pastor Bill and Jill have five children. Heritage Reformed
Congregations are welcome to consider coming for a week in
the summer (Pastor Jones’ email: info@nygm.org; phone: 646369 3795).
Gospel of John Distribution
We began a door to door distribution of the Gospel of John in the
city of Paterson, NJ about three years ago. This is a growing city
where the effects of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ are
urgently needed. Homelessness, drugs and violence are all present as in many inner cities. We have found the Hispanic neighborhoods very friendly and invariably they receive our visits
with smiles and gratitude, always taking the literature we leave.
We always try to give them the Gospel of John, encouraging
them to read it and to contact us in case they would desire to
study it closely. We also tell them that we would love to assist in
pastoral ways, if necessary, like visiting loved ones in the hospital or assisting with counseling needs. We hope that after continued visits, trust may grow and they may see us as a constant
presence in the neighborhood whom they can come to in a time
of need. We also hope these efforts may lead to the planting of a
church. We are studying plans to begin similar efforts in the
nearby city of Dover.
We held one recent distribution of the Gospel of John in the
New York City subways. This approach does not lend to too
many conversations, but we are able to offer many Gospels and
at times have a friendly interchange. There are those who man-
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ifest their lack of
interest, while many
gladly take what we
give. We pray these
Gospels and tracts
may find hearts that
are willing to read
them and be transformed by the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Team for our NYC
Subway distribution
of the Gospel of
John.

Volunteers supplying carts with food while
owners are in a service

Refugee and Neighborhood Welcome Ministry
We are at the planning stage of a Welcome Ministry both to new
neighbors that move to our town as well as to refugees that arrive
in our region. Many states in USA have offices that welcome the
cooperation of churches and connect the church with a refugee
family that may be entering the country and needs assistance. We
have not yet located an office or entity in New Jersey that does
that. If any other congregation has been involved in such ministry,
we would welcome whatever counsel you could give us.
Chinese service provided through Sermonaudio

The Manor
Community
Church in
Chelsea,
NYC
Carts with food being delivered to owners after the service
8
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Removing
winterizing
materials
from windows
of the Manor
Chapel
The Bible billboard ministry

DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Remembering One Another

Boys working

“And whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the
members rejoice with it.” 1 Cor. 12:26

Pastor Bill and Jill Jones ministering in NYC
The Bible Billboard Ministry
We have been blessed in the partnership with two United
Reformed Churches, one Free Reformed Church and ourselves, to
have a Bible verse up in a busy road near our church. The verse
contains the Website address to TruthisReal.org, a site built to support the Bible Billboard ministry. Those who are interested in
learning more from the verse they read, may visit the site and find
many good resources, including a video on the current verse on
the billboard. Any congregation or group of churches that would
like to negotiate having a verse on a billboard in your own area is
welcome to enter in contact with our ministry and use our web
address for this added connection with those who may be interested (Paul Laman, chairman: laman.paul@gmail.com, 973-838
4423).
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In the previous two Domestic Outreach
Committee updates I have attempted to spotlight
some of the challenges being faced by our outreach congregations. In the August 2016 issue of
Glad Tidings we considered the importance of
those congregations which have an abundance to be giving from
that abundance so that the churches in need can have the faithful
ministry of the Word and sacrament: "That there may be equality"
(2 Cor. 8:13). In the December 2016 issue, we considered the very
important but difficult question of how long churches should continue to receive financial assistance: "How Long to Continue?" In
this article, I would like to briefly consider another issue that arises
when smaller congregations must rely on the generosity and support of larger congregations: unity, or oneness.
The church is one body with many different parts: “For as the
body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body,
being many, are one body: so also is Christ...For the body is not one member, but many” (1 Cor. 12:12, 14).
But how can the congregations be one when so much can seem
to separate us? Distance can seem to separate us. Busyness and our
pace of life seems to leave little time for congregations to keep in
touch. Further, it can be tempting to let our differences separate us.
Our congregations differ in size, income, demographics, and citizenship. Some of our congregations are urban and suburban, and
some are rural. Some congregations consider themselves more progressive and others more conservative. Further, some congregations
can be tempted to feel like they are carrying the burden for the
whole denomination. Other congregations can be tempted to think
they are despised by their sister congregations because of their
small size or lack of resources. However, these differences are
strengths and not weaknesses. We have our differences, but He who
unites us is greater than our differences (1Cor. 12:12, 13, 27, Gal.
3:28). Our differences are a healthy thing and even pleasing to our
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12:14-18).
Further, since we are one, what happens to one part of the body
happens to every part as well: “And whether one member suffer, all the
members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice
with it” (1 Cor. 12:26).
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If we are to suffer and rejoice together, we must be familiar
with each other and aware of our mutual blessings and needs. At
our yearly Synod meeting we share spiritual welfare reports and
pray together for our different congregations. The HRC Family
News keeps our congregations informed about preaching schedules, congregational activities, and prayer needs. The Glad
Tidings magazine informs us of outreach and mission work being
done by different congregations and the denomination. But there
are further steps we can take, with the Lord's blessing, to be more
familiar with our congregations so that we can suffer and rejoice
together.
Please consider the following three examples. First, we can
invite the different ministers of our congregations to preach in one
another's pulpits. Swapping pulpits allows different ministers to
get a firsthand sense from the congregations they visit of how the
Lord is leading them and the challenges they are facing. Second,
when the outreach ministers come to visit they could be provided
with special opportunities to inform the congregations of their
work in domestic outreach and share about the congregational life
of their home congregation. We often provide opportunities to
speak for our visiting international outreach ministers and we
should extend the same opportunities to our domestic outreach
ministers. Finally, we should purposefully pray for domestic outreach. Pray for the domestic outreach congregations and ministers. Pray for our other congregations to have a burden for domestic outreach as well as new opportunities for domestic outreach.
Our pastors can pray for domestic outreach in corporate worship.
We can pray for it at our congregational prayer meetings. Further,
we should pray for domestic outreach in our times of family and
personal worship.
When we look to our Lord Jesus together, praying and staying
informed about our congregational lives, we will remember we
are one. We will recognize our differences as strengths and not
weaknesses. And with the Spirit's blessing, we will bear one
another’s burdens (Gal. 6:2), suffering and rejoicing together (1
Cor.12:26) in the callings the Lord has given us as congregations
and a denomination.

OUTREACH REPORT
Plymouth
In America today, approximately 20% of the
population attends Church with any degree of
regularity. According to Pew Research, “there
are roughly 350,000 religious congregations in the
US. Of those, about 314,000 are Protestant and
other Christian Churches, and 24,000 are
Catholic…Non-Christian religious congregations
are estimated at about 12,000.” We know that
these Churches range broadly in size, beliefs,
and practices. For some, those beliefs are general; for others, their
beliefs are very detailed. In the Christian Churches those beliefs
and practices are based upon their understanding of a book. That
book, of course, is the Bible.
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Plymouth HRC is also a Church which confesses to base its beliefs
and practices on the Word of God. Out of that base flow many
important questions, not the least of which is this: What does a Bible
believing Christian Church look like, and what does a Bible believing
Church practice? Or to ask it another way: What makes a Church
faithful? That is a question asked by many. Is it having a functional building? a good location? a good worship structure? great
youth and music programs? Answers may vary. However, the
budding New Testament Church in Acts 2:42-47 clearly provides
us with core elements which every Christian Church should strive
to pattern itself after. Let’s consider those essential elements of a
faithful Church.
The Apostles' Scriptural Teaching “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine” (v. 42). The faithful Church has always
understood the importance of teaching and holding fast to sound
biblical doctrine. John Calvin rightly noted, “Purity of doctrine is the
soul of the Church.” Paul exhorted Titus, “speak thou the things which
become sound doctrine” (2:1). Jesus also taught doctrine so that people were “astonished at His doctrine: for He taught them as one having
authority” (Matt. 7:28-29). Christian doctrine not only informs the
mind, but also moves the heart, because doctrine taught biblically
always points us to “Behold the Lamb of God, which takes away the sin
of the world” (John. 1:29). That is why Luther exclaimed, “Doctrine
is heaven”! Notice also that the Church “continued steadfastly” in this
Christ-grounded doctrine of Scripture. A faithful Church doesn’t
waiver in teaching sound Christian doctrine.
Fellowship The Church also practiced “fellowship” (v. 42). That
is, they communed with each other about spiritual/heart issues.
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another” (1 John. 1:7). Paul greeted the Philippians, “I thank my God
upon every remembrance of you…[and] for your fellowship in the gospel
from the first day until now” (Phil. 1:3, 5). Paul’s close fellowship
with the Philippians was from day one.
The Sacraments “and in breaking of bread” (v. 42). This is a reference to the Lord’s Supper. A well-ordered and faithful Church
rightly administers the Sacraments—both Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. When properly administered, and not overvalued nor
undervalued, both Sacraments point us to Jesus Christ as the Only
Sacrifice for sinners. In preaching we hear the Gospel; in the
Sacraments we see the Gospel illustrated.
Prayer The faithful Church continued in “prayers” (v. 42). Our
forefathers used to call prayer “the breath of the soul.” That being
true, how well are you breathing? “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess.
5:7). Don’t ever give up praying any more than you would give up
breathing.
Mutual Care is also a practice of a faithful Christian Church.
“And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And
sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every
man had need” (vv. 44-45). This is not teaching a form of socialism.
The sense of these words is this—some sold their belongings and
gave to others in need. They cared for each other. There was unified love and compassion. A faithful Church cares for one another.
A meal for the hungry, or a phone call for the downcast, and a helping hand for the needy are the practical hands and feet of Christ as
we seek to express love to each other. It is more blessed to give than

Glad Tidings

APRIL 2017

to receive (Acts 20:35). “Let no one seek his own, but each one the
other's well-being” (1 Cor. 10:24). When one part of the body is in
need, the other parts tend to it. So also is the practice of a faithful
Church.
Worship defines a faithful Church. “And they, continuing daily
with one accord in the temple” (v. 42). A faithful Church worships
regularly. There are 168 hours in a week. For the vast majority of
Americans even 2 hours, that’s a mere 1% of our time spent in
worship, hearing the Bible proclaimed, sadly is nearing their personal limit. JC Penny (founder of the chain store with the same
name) rightly said, “if you’re too busy to attend Church on Sunday and
the Wednesday night prayer meeting, then you’re doing more than God
wants you to do”! Worship will be the everlasting practice in glory.
May God give us a heart to earnestly prepare for that each week
here below!
The general atmosphere of worship in the early New
Testament Church also is outlined here: They feared God (v. 43)
with holy awe. There was unity as they worshipped with “one
accord,” and in so doing there was “gladness” (v. 46), not a flippant, shallow happiness, but Christian contentment. There was
also simplicity, “singleness of heart” (v. 46). That is, the substance of
worship and fellowship were simple and heartfelt. Worship also
involved sincere joy “praising God” (v. 47).
Lastly, the faithful Church engages in Evangelism, “breaking
bread from house to house” (v. 46). This is generally understood as
sharing common meals in each other’s homes. The understood
context is that over meals the Gospel message would be shared as
the Church is exhorted by example to do in Acts 8:4 and Paul also
did in Acts 20:20-21. A meal is an excellent setting to share the
Gospel. As Jesus regularly ate and drank with publicans and sinners He was criticized for it (Luke 15:2). One thing we can be sure
of—when Jesus broke bread together with others at anyone’s
house, He was either explaining or revealing by action that He
was the Son of God! The Head of the Church evangelized others
everywhere He went—including meal times!
No Church will ever master all of these practices perfectly, but
don’t let that stop you from earnestly striving to be faithful to His
Word! We seek to stay faithful here in Plymouth, WI. We simply
ask each reader to pray that the Lord will continue to grant all of
us faithful and steadfast hearts in the practice of these essentials.
When the end shall come and the King of the Church will return,
let us pray that we might all be blessed to hear Christ’s gracious
words, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy lord” (Matt. 25:21).

Annual
church
picnic
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
Eight Women of Faith
Michael Haykin
It is easy for contemporary Christians to forget the
vital role that women have played in the history of
Christianity. Drawing from journal entries, personal
letters, and other historical documents, historian
Michael Haykin reminds Christians of women from
previous generations who have helped shape the church. This
book affords readers deep insights into how women such as Ann
Judson, Jane Grey, Sarah Edwards, and Anne Steele responded
to challenges in society, came to embrace key doctrines, and
made crucial contributions to the life of the church. (Crossway,
paperback, 160 pages) $14.99 | $11.25
Andrew Fuller: Holy Faith, Worthy Gospel, World Mission
John Piper
Although he never went abroad, Andrew Fuller was
a zealous promoter of world missions, influencing
countless missionaries, such as William Carey, and
championing the importance of sound doctrine for
the perseverance and fruitfulness of world evangelism. In this short biography, John Piper puts
Fuller’s movement-inspiring life and theology on display, calling all Christians to devote themselves to knowing, guarding,
and spreading the true gospel—even to the very ends of the
earth. (Crossway, paperback, 57 pages) $8.99 | $6.75
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM
Kinnelon Youth Report – Greg Tanis
In the first of the New Testament gospels, Matthew lays out what
is commonly known as the story of “The Rich Young Ruler.” In
it, a young man comes to Jesus and asks one of the most
important questions one could ask, “What good thing shall I do,
that I may inherit eternal life?” (v. 16). When Jesus instructs him
to follow the second table of the law, summed up in the command to “love thy neighbor as thyself,” the young man replies,
“All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I
yet?” (v. 20). However, even in the phrasing of his question, the
young man’s error is evident: he believes keeping the letter of
the law, a “good thing,” is sufficient for salvation. As you know,
when Jesus asked him to give away all of his “great possessions,” he “went away sorrowful,” revealing where his heart
truly lay. While he had kept the law from his youth, his heart lay
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with his possessions, and not in serving the Lord.
The vast majority of young people in our congregation have
grown up in Christian families, attended a reformed church, and,
more often than not, have had Christian schooling. In these circumstances, it is very easy to take on the “what lack I” mindset of
the rich young ruler. The book which the Senior Youth Group
(9th-12th grade) is studying, Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges,
serves as a wake- up call to the sins we often tolerate rather than
confront. These include anxiety, frustration, discontentment,
anger, and judgmentalism, among others. During each monthly
meeting, the youth group reads the chapter corresponding to one
of these sins and then takes time to discuss how these sins may
appear in our lives.
The Junior Youth Group (4th-8th grade) is currently studying
The Gospel According to John. At each monthly meeting, we dissect chronological portions of the gospel. For every portion, we
aim to discuss two recurring points: “What must I do to be
saved?” and, “In light of the passage, how should I be living my
life as a Christian?” The first is most often demonstrated through
Jesus’ teaching and the second in conjunction with the perfect
example displayed in Jesus’ daily life. As John states in John
20:31, “These are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name.” At each meeting, following our study of the
passage, we spend about 15 minutes watching and discussing a
presentation of God’s design in creation put on by Answers in
Genesis.
The story of The Rich Young Ruler provides a thought provoking example of the danger of serving God outwardly but not
inwardly. Additionally, in the story, Jesus provides an excellent
example of how we should minister to others. In Mark’s account
of the story (10:17-22), he makes special note of how Jesus, after
hearing the man’s testimony of keeping the law from his youth,
“beheld him and loved him.” The young man’s error was his lack
of heart in his obedience. Similarly, we cannot minister effectively if our heart is not in it. We must follow Jesus’ example of loving first, and then ministering the gospel as Jesus did: “Come,
take up your cross, and follow me.” Paul’s instruction to servants
of men is very applicable to servants of Christ: “Whatsoever ye
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing the
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ”
(Colossians 3:23ff). May the Lord help us to love and serve him
with a heart for his service and not our own earthly inheritance.

The Bible: The Way in Which it
Has Been Scattered
“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129
It is very interesting to notice how many ways God has led His
people…to have the Bible spread abroad….During the last century there was a celebrated infidel in France, whose name was
Voltaire. He hated the Bible very much. Like the old priests in
London, he made up his mind that the spreading of the Bible
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should be stopped. He bought a printing-press, to be used for the
purpose of stopping the spread of the Bible. He employed that
press for printing tracts against the Bible, and used to boast that,
before he died, he would destroy the religion of Jesus, and stop
people from reading the Bible. After a few years, the infidel
Voltaire died a miserable death; but the Bible has kept on in its
way through the world, spreading more and more. And the most
singular thing about this is that, after the death of Voltaire, the
printing-press which he bought and used on purpose to stop the
spread of the Bible fell into the hands of the friends of the Bible;
and that very printing-press has since been used for the purpose
of printing and circulating the Bible. How wonderful this is!
Sometimes when the enemies of the Bible have tried in some
particular way to stop the circulation of it, God has made use of
that very thing to spread it more and more. Here is an illustration
of what I mean. More than three hundred years ago, a good man
in England, whose name was Tyndall, made the first translation of
the New Testament into the English language. He had to go out
of England, over on the Continent, to get it printed. When it was
finished, it was sent to London and offered for sale by the booksellers. The Romish Bishop of London had a law passed forbidding anybody to buy, or sell, or read the Bible. This only made the
people more anxious to have the Scripture than before. The
Bishop of London employed persons to go about the city and buy
up all the Bibles and Testaments they could find, that he might
make a grand bonfire of them.
About that time, a number of persons had been condemned to
death for the sin of owning and reading the Bible. Before those
men were executed, the magistrate told one of them that he would
pardon him and spare his life, on condition that he would tell him
who it was, in the city of London, that was giving to that man
Tyndall the greatest help and encouragement to print and circulate the Scriptures.
After the magistrate had solemnly bound himself to keep this
promise, the prisoner said, “Please your lordship, it is the Bishop
of London. He buys up the Bibles to burn them. And then for
every one he burns three or four more are printed.” And so God
made the very enemies of the Bible to help in spreading it abroad.

MISSION FINANCES
William Kuivenhoven and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here is our current financial statement. We thank God
for the means He has given us through you, our supporters, to
continue our mission endeavours.
I would also like to thank James van den Brink for all his past
contributions to this publication and also for his ongoing
support in continuing the bookkeeping for the Mission
Committee.
Please remember the Mission Committee in your prayers and
also in your financial giving. Your support continues to assist in
spreading the light of the gospel of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ, through this dark world.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Dr. Arthur Miskin Birthday – April 8
• Lanae & Dr. Brian DeVries Anniversary – April 9
• Marion Sommer Birthday – April 30
• Bill & Marion Sommer Anniversary – May 9
• Lanae DeVries Birthday – May 18
• Dr. Sonja Miskin Birthday – May 22
• Krista DeVries Birthday – May 24, 2011
• C.W. (Bill) Sommer Birthday – July 24

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
miskinza@gmail.com Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247

Mukhanyo Teacher students writing exams in KwaMhlanga

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Go, Ye Messengers of God!
Go, ye messengers of God!
Like the beams of morning fly,
Take the wonder working rod,
Wave the banner cross on high;
Where the lofty minaret
Gleams along the morning skies,
Wave it till the crescent set,
And the Star of Jacob rise!
Go to many a tropic isle
In the bosom of the deep,
Where the skies forever smile
And the oppressed forever weep:
O’er their gloomy night of care
Pour the living light of Heaven;
Chase away their dark despair,
Bid them hope to be forgiven!
Where the golden gates of day
Open on the palmy East,
Wide the bleeding cross display,
Spread the Gospel’s richest feast:
Bear the tidings round the ball,
Visit every soil and sea:
Preach the cross of Christ to all,
Jesus’ love is full and free!
Joshua Marsden
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