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MISSION STATEMENT

The purpose of the Heritage Reformed Congregations missions program
is to glorify the Triune God, by proclaiming the message of salvation
alone in Jesus Christ throughout the world, in order that lost sinners might
be reconciled to God in Christ by the Holy Spirit.

You can find this magazine electronically at
http://www.heritagereformed.com/index.php/glad-tidings

Charlotte at Reformed Church Tshwane Church Camp Conference

MEDITATION
Christ’s Victorious Mission
Rev. Pieter van der Hoek
Isa 55:4-5 Behold, I have given him [for] a witness
to the people, a leader and commander to the people.
Behold, thou shalt call a nation [that] thou knowest
not, and nations [that] knew not thee shall run unto
thee because of the LORD thy God, and for the Holy
One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee.
When we start reading in the opening verses of
Isaiah 55, we are amazed and wonder: Can an
invitation be any better? You don’t need to bring anything, you
are invited to come, to drink, to eat, to be satisfied; to be saved!
How can this lavish salvation be offered so freely? How can it be
that the doors of Gospel salvation are thrown open so widely? The
context explains everything. In Isaiah 53, the Suffering Servant
has been painted before our eyes. His sufferings are described to
the very details of his death. The work is finished, and the final
verses make it clear, that Christ’s sufferings were not a vain
pursuit. No, you only need to start reading in Isaiah 54 to be
encouraged to hear that the tent of Israel is too small to contain all
the Gentiles who will be brought to salvation! God will accomplish his precious salvation promised to both Jew and Gentile!
And so, when we come to the glorious invitation of the Gospel
in chapter 55, this Gospel offer can only be so free and amazing
because of the finished work of the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53!
This Gospel offer can only be so satisfying because the Servant
would “see of the travail of his soul, and be satisfied” (cf. Isa 53:11).
In other words, Christ’s Mission is glorious and victorious;
because of His suffering, the good-pleasure of the Lord will
prosper in His hand! His sufferings are the reason that He will
have Gospel-ignorant nations running to Him (Isa 55:5).
What is so interesting is that this same Suffering Servant in our
text is described as a Witness, a Leader and Commander to the
people. We are urged to pay attention to Him, with the word:
Behold.
• Christ is the Witness to the nations; He authoritatively
represents and speaks in God’s Name. He is the great
prophet, who brings salvation and judgment to the nations.
So when we speak about Him, He will come right alongside
with His Spirit.
• He is the Leader, which implies that we have to follow Him.
Christ Himself made that claim so clearly before He
ascended into heaven: “All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth” (Matt 28:18). This is why our feeble attempts to
witness can be powerful.
• He is the Commander, which implies that we had better obey
Him; in other words, that we need to practice what we
preach. But also, when we speak His words, they will be
obeyed, because He is the Chief Commander of His army.
This glorious and victorious Servant of the Lord has won the
battle for us. He has earned the nations. Psalm 2 shows that He
just has to ask and the heathen will be given to him as an inheri-
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tance (Ps 2:7). What a comfort! What hope when we spread the
Gospel far and near, when we try to bring people to the
knowledge of our glorious Savior. What joy it gives when we are
able to proclaim and extend the Gospel offer to sinners, who have
nothing to offer to God but their sins. What liberty when we then
may point to that Suffering Servant and say: “He bore the sins of
many.”
In verse 5 we are urged to pay attention for the second time.
What are we to pay attention to? That this glorious Witness,
Leader and Commander will call a nation that was ignorant of
true religion. And that because of the Holy LORD God of Israel,
nations will eagerly run to serve Him. Christ glorified the only
true and living God! True heartfelt religion is the result of Christ’s
suffering and will bring glory to God.
Have you seen the nations running already? Are you eager to
see them run to Christ? Then continue to go in the power of this
Christ, with the promises of Christ, with the free Gospel offer of
Christ! May the Lord bless your efforts as you do so!
And you reader, who have not yet run, I ask you with verse 2:
Why do you labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen! Eat! Let
your soul delight in Christ! And you will receive the sure mercies
of David! He shall have a willing people in the day of His power!
(Ps 110:3a)

EDITORIAL
Mission: Its Foundation and Direction
James Beeke
Beginnings are important. They are foundational and directional. Imagine a couple who
purchased a beautiful new home that is
admired by many people. But what will
happen if the foundation is faulty? Imagine a
family on a lengthy road trip across the
country. They had an early start from their
motel one morning and were travelling the
speed limit for two hours on the freeway, when they discovered
they have been going in the wrong direction! They had entered
the freeway eastbound instead of westbound. Yes, beginnings are
important!
We can sincerely believe that we purchased a beautiful home or
sincerely think that we are making good time on the freeway, but
if the beginning is wrong, we will discover that we are sincerely
mistaken. We were sincere in what we believed, but sincerely
wrong!
How can we be sure that the foundation and direction of our
motives, thoughts, prayers, worship and mission outreach is
right? How can we know that we are not sincerely mistaken?
How can we determine that our beginning is right? We can do so
by turning to God’s infallible Word, to the Book of Beginnings,
Genesis, to the beginning verse. Here we read, “In the beginning
God created the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). Is God in the
beginning? Is He first and foremost? Is God the foundation of our
motives? The direction of our thoughts? The focus of our prayers?
The center of our worship? The heart of our mission work? Then
our beginning is right, our foundation is solid, and our direction
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is correct.
Mission outreach is foundational and directional work, especially as it engages with non-Christian thinking and practices.
Beginnings are very important. Genesis 1:1 lays a foundation and
sets the religious compass in a different direction from all other
religions and beliefs in the world. For example:
• “In the beginning God” – Contradicts the atheistic and
agnostic. There is a God.
• “God created the heaven and earth” – Refutes the pantheist
and materialist. God transcends His creation.
• “God created” – Defeats the polytheist. There is one God.
• “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”
- Negates the evolutionist. The entire universe and all within
it is designed and created by God.
The beginning words of God to us in the Bible need to establish
the foundation and set the direction for mission work. It is God’s
mission, not ours. It aims for God’s honor and glory, not ours. It
seeks to build God’s kingdom, not ours. Please pray and work
with us, that we may maintain and enhance this focus in all
mission endeavours: “in the beginning God.”
Dear reader, is “in the beginning God” foundational and directional in your life? In your motives, desires, thoughts, words, and
actions? In each new day, endeavor, and conversation in your life?

Students going to high school in Waingapu, Elsi on the left.
Each year the government sends more students to our school,
where they will get a better education than in the public system.
The government pays for the extra teachers needed.

MISSIONARY UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba Update
Bill Sommer
As in any family, things change; the children grow up and are
ready for new adventures.
The holidays will be starting soon, which means that the four
boys from Samarang, Java will come home for the holidays. Opi
and Elsi just left for Kupang on the island of Timor. Opi originally had wanted to study to be a midwife, but because of her epilepsy, she was not accepted in that school. She worked at the mission
for a year and was a great help to Christine. Now she is going to
study to be a teacher, which is good. There is a great need for
Christian teachers. The government is sending Muslim teachers
from another island because of the shortage.
Elsi is going to the university to study to be a doctor. Christina
mentioned that to the governor and he was so happy that he
offered to pay for the whole study if she promised to return to
Sumba when she is done. How the Lord provides! We have two
more girls who want to study to be a doctor.
Three more boys are
ready to go to the trade
school in Samarang if they
pass their entrance test. A
lawyer from Sarajevo is
willing to pay for their
studies. Then there are
nine children ready to go
to high school in
Waingapu.
Students in Samarang
2

Students from the village attending our school
There is also a PAUT program. Christine is the leader of this
program (more work for her) which is a program for the preschoolers and kindergarten. Before, there was no kindergarten,
except in our school, but now the government is becoming more
active in education. Every so often, the parents are invited to come
together with the students and, of course, a meal is provided.
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PAUT program

Kindergarten graduation

One weekend we had six people in the hospital. Nuri was
brought in with abdominal pain, which was caused by appendicitis. Here it is not as in the west where, if your appendix needs to
be taken out, it is done right away. The doctors waited until the
next day, but by then it was too late. Thankfully, Nuri pulled
through.

We will also include a picture of the graduating class (grade 9)
singing a Sumba song which is required by the local education
department.

Students in Sumbanese costume singing a song in Sumbanese

Nuri in the hospital
Elsi and Asri were brought in with a severe asthma attack. We
have oxygen in the home for the less severe attacks. Another staff
member was hospitalized with high fever, plus two babies with
diarrhea.
We have a visitor from the USA, who is volunteering for a
couple of months. Elissa teaches English in the Home and helps
out with other things.
The government sent money to buy special graduation
uniforms for the kindergarten class.
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We have had more rain this season, but not as much as usual.
Still, we are grateful that the cisterns are full. The ground water
level is not up to par yet, so we have to be cautious with the
water.
There still are not
enough funds to
repair the roof,
which is leaking in
several places. If it is
done right, the cost
will
be
about
$40,000.
We trust that the
Lord will provide for
this need also.
Our youngest babies
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one of which, prominently, is the snares of the devil. I fear that we
do not sufficiently take heed to the counsel of the apostle Peter to
“be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” The result
is that we do not take heed to the apostle’s advice to resist him
steadfastly in the faith. At times, there is discouragement because
it seems as though no progress is being made in the work; the
students seem impervious and unreceptive to what is being taught
them. This does sometimes lead to becoming weary in the work
(not of the work). But the Lord is faithful to His servants. Some of
the most unlikely students undergo remarkable transformation
and show a zeal for learning that they did not have before. This
alone is worth a thousand discouragements. There really is no
greater joy than seeing those to whom you are ministering
growing, even slowly, in grace.
My teaching schedule also has changed somewhat as of this
year. Two courses are taught at the Mukhanyo campus and another two at the newly formed Pretoria teaching facility. These are
evening classes and a large portion of the students belong to a
campus evangelistic group who are gaining theological
knowledge to equip them for evangelistic work in the future. I am
teaching a course on the Old Testament and this serves as an
important apologetic opportunity to develop a firm
understanding of basic biblical doctrines that may be challenged
in the campus setting, such as creation in six days, the historical
accuracy of Adam and Eve, the fall, and the worldwide flood.
These classes and the discussions arising from them are very
stimulating and rewarding. There are also six BTh. I students in
the group. An hour a week has been set aside for the mentoring of
students at the College, which is valuable both to students and to
me as the mentor. We are slowly working through Paul’s first
letter to Timothy with meaningful discussions as to the practical
application of the Scriptures. It is quite clear that these men need
practical instruction concerning the spiritual life of the pastor and
issues in pastoral ministry in general.

Water still has to be monitored after the drought

Children living in the home

SOUTH AFRICA – Ministry Update
This past year has seen a number of challenges and discouragements in the various arms of our missionary endeavours. Time
and time again we have had to learn the lesson, which the
apostle Paul also had to learn in times of difficulty: “My grace is
sufficient for thee for my strength is made perfect in weakness” (2
Cor.12:9). Yet, it is only in the crucible of a variety of trials in the
Christian life that this promise finds real meaning and
application.
The teaching at Mukhanyo Theological College has been
quite busy. Five classes were taught last year during my two-day
slot at Mukhanyo, of which two were new preps. Though the
load at times is heavy, the outcome always, in a sense, is so satisfactory. There are real challenges attached to theological training,
4
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Rev. Arthur Miskin with students at Mukhanyo
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The work at Nakekela continues to grow in terms of its impact
and acceptance in the community. These past few months have
been very stressful on the staff, including my wife, because of the
high mortality rate among the patient admissions. We need to
continually remind ourselves that our work there is a ministry to
the lost and not a hospital, as such, where patients come for active
treatment with the view to healing. The work remains a stepdown facility where patients can no longer be treated at home by
the family or in hospital. Even if a few days of grace are granted
in order to treat and witness to these people, much is gained. The
workers still do somehow feel responsible and that they are
failing in their calling. The board of Nakekela has decided that at
least once a month the entire staff be gathered together for
ministry of the word and prayer. I was able to do the first extended devotion a week or two ago and have indicated that, should it
be necessary, I would be available for more sessions with the staff.
We are often inclined to forget that the staff, as well as the patients,
need spiritual care and counselling.
The staff of the clinic has grown tremendously in number –
there are around 25 care workers and field workers, apart from the
kitchen and cleaning staff. The Lord has been faithful in providing
financially as well. Several very necessary and generous
donations have been received from our denomination which have
done much to patch our budget shortfall as well as pay for a few
essential things that have not been budgeted for (e.g. new mattresses and arts and crafts materials for the patients). Donations
have also been received to help cover the costs of installing a new
septic tank at the clinic, for which we are exceedingly grateful.

We have just returned from a trip to North America and were
again privileged to attend the Word and Deed bikeathon in
Niagara. Sonja and I were astonished at the high level of commitment to the Nakekela project. Some fifty different churches over
a spectrum of denominations participated in the event and over
$100,000 CAD was raised! We give thanks to God for the growth
of this fundraiser and pray that it would continue in the future
because the funds raised are a significant portion of Nakekela’s
budget. The money not only contributes towards patient care but
also to the running costs of the clinic. This means that we are able
to pay our staff salaries that are sufficient to cover their own
monthly costs as well as those of needy family members.

Dr. Sonja Miskin at Nakekela

Rev. Arthur Miskin preaching a devotion at Nakekela
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The Miskin’s in North America seeing old friends and new ones
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At the Niagara Bikeathon

Dori Schoeman with her son Christiaan

The Barbeque Team
The work at the Reformed Church Tshwane, our English
church plant at the Reformed Church Rietvallei, continues to prosper under the Lord’s guiding hand. There have been several
encouragements these past few months. My colleague and fellow
pastor, Dr Brian Wingard, who laboured among us for some 5
years, has retired and returned to the USA to take up residence in
Sheboygan, WI, where he will serve as a pastoral help in the OPC
congregation there. This initially seemed to be a setback but the
Lord has provided other accomplished preachers who conduct
mainly the evening services. Among these are two of the younger
ministers in the Afrikaans congregation of the Rietvallei Reformed
Church (the mother congregation) who are developing their skill
in preaching in English to the delight of those in attendance. More
and more it appears that the English congregation is finding
acceptance as a ministry of the larger church, which is greatly
encouraging to me. Two office bearers (one elder and one deacon)
were installed in February, for which we are extremely grateful to
the Lord. Two deacons, for various reasons, requested temporary
discharge from their duties.
Further, there is an initiative underway to bring together
various groupings of English language ministry with the
Reformed Churches of South Africa. The purpose is to formulate
some form of strategy with regard to the planting of English medium churches within the Reformed Churches of SA to be put before
the general Synod next year by the mission deputies. At this time,
there are at least six or more such church plants in existence, all
small, but nevertheless continuing to grow slowly. It really heartens me to see how the church receives the preaching of the word
in a submissive and appreciative way. The growth of grace that
has taken place over the years is quite remarkable. Little by little,
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but still, it’s there. For this, I give thanks to God.
This year our Adult Sunday School took off on a positive note
with good attendance; we are studying Paul’s letter to the
Philippians. We rounded off last year with a very successful
church camp where the questions, “Who am I?”, “Where do I
come from?”, “What am I doing here?” and “Where am I going?”
were addressed. All who attended were most edified. The
purpose, among other things, was evangelistic and several
visitors attended the camp too.

Elder Jimmy and Alida Simpson with
Dr. Brian and Dorothy Wingard

Reformed Church Tshwane Church Camp Conference
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On a personal note, our youngest daughter Morgan was
married in December of last year. This means that we are, in the
true sense of the word, empty nesters. The Lord has been
exceedingly gracious in providing for each one of our children
spouses who are of Reformed persuasion and who attend our
church. My health generally has been mostly good but I am no
longer able to handle the workload that I once could. My previous health issues have indeed left their mark on my overall
system. Sonja is also slowing down and has some bothersome
health concerns. This is very disturbing to us both because we
have not been able to find a real cause for this despite several
specialist consultations. A whole battery of blood tests was
performed recently and provisionally it seems as though there
might be some form of adrenal insufficiency of yet unknown
origin. The nature of the work she does is also becoming a
burden, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.
This has forced both of us to consider scaling down on our
workload and exploring other areas of usefulness in ministry.
For this reason, our consistory in Burgessville gave advance
notice of my intention to apply for emeritus status as of next
year.
In conclusion, it is still my delight to be in the Lord’s service.
The work He has given me is a good work and I love it. I pray
that I will be able to serve Him in some form or another to the
end of my days. I am grateful to the Mission Liaison Committee
who oversees both my wife and me and who provide good
counsel and prayer when we need it. Our deepest appreciation
also goes to the Mission Committee members who have helped
and sustained us over the years of our kingdom service.
Glad Tidings
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DOMESTIC OUTREACH
Gospel L.E.D.s

OUTREACH REPORT
Heritage Reformed Congregation,
Bradford, Ontario Evangelism Summary

Rev. Terreth Klaver
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on
an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven.” Matt. 5:14–16
Today we seldom use candles when we need a portable light in a
dark place. We usually use flashlights or smartphones that illuminate the space around us with LEDs (Light-Emitting Diodes). An
LED and a church plant are strikingly similar in two ways.
First, both LEDs and church plants are often small. LEDs are
usually not very big. Even the smallest of modern flashlights
often have several tiny bulbs inside. Some of these tiny sources of
light are mere millimeters high and wide. Sometimes members of
church plants can be tempted to feel like they could be measured
in millimeters. Even larger outreaches that begin with a core of
"transplanted" people, so they can begin with more substantial
numbers, can feel small. But the Lord is not very concerned about
size. As Jonathan said to his armour bearer so many years ago,
“For there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few.”
(1 Sam. 14:6).
Second, both LEDs and outreaches are bright. Though only
millimeters in size, an LED is extremely bright, especially
compared to the size and power usage of incandescent light
bulbs. Size and brightness are not necessarily connected.
Outreaches, though small, can shine just as brightly in the lives of
people in their local communities as larger churches.
The church of the Lord Jesus shines when she obeys her
Master, following His commands, and testifying to His work in
Christ (Eph. 5:22-32, 1 Peter 3:15, 16). The church plant or
outreach, like an LED, can shine very brightly for its size. The
church plant members can more directly engage the lives of the
local community by living for the Lord Jesus Christ and His Word
among the people of their community. People in the smaller
outreaches often have more contact with people from outside
their own church family and have a greater opportunity to show
the light of their good works (Matt. 5:14-16) to those who have
not yet seen that light. Consequently, members of an outreach or
church plant must have a firmer grasp of the Scriptures if they are
going to share the gospel with others and explain the life of
repentance and faith. They must differentiate between their own
preferences and the principles of godly living as revealed in
Scripture. Like the LED, they may be small but they can
certainly shine brightly – sometimes even more brightly than the
bigger bulbs.
“For there is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by few.”
(1 Sam. 14:6).
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God’s work continues in Toronto and the surrounding area. We do not claim to be the only
place or the main representation of that work,
but we pray and work to be among those whom
God uses to gather His church. In this effort we
seek to remain biblical, bringing biblical truth
with the biblical emphasis on salvation by
sovereign grace. At the same time, we strive to
connect meaningfully with people in the realities of life and the
needs of their souls. With these desires, we must confess how far
short we fall in the effort but also how God does give new
opportunities.
A Danger
It is easy to lose evangelistic zeal. As a pastor, I am guilty of it
– especially considering the hundreds of hours spent reaching out
to others with little to no outward return. Yes, we are called to
faithfulness, but we are also called to be fruitful and wise. It is
much easier to stay in the study. Crafting sermons, preparing
lessons, conducting visits among the flock, and other worthwhile
and necessary work can also be a calculated means of quieting our
consciences and putting off evangelizing.
We can easily divide church life into “pie slices,” with certain
pieces that comprise them. Evangelism can be one piece of the pie,
instruction can be another, fellowship a third, worship a fourth,
etc. Where one piece gets smaller, we can compensate by increasing another aspect. The danger is that the callings of worship and
evangelism easily get compromised and fail to provide the pulse
and impulse for everything else.
To avoid this danger we have to remind ourselves that
everything the church does for its members and attendees it
actually does for the purpose of reaching those outside. The
inverse is also true; in the evangelizing of others, the body of
Christ is strengthened and every part proven necessary and
useful.
Please pray for us when stagnation and compartmentalization
come – that the fresh wind of the Holy Spirit would bring us to
repentance and to step out in faith toward the flock for the good
of the community and toward the community for the good of the
congregation.
Evangelistic Interactions
Evangelistic opportunities can present themselves subtly as we
go about our daily duties interacting with those around us. I met
Bo while I was waiting at the bus stop. He was very willing to talk,
in contrast to most others who shut out those around by listening
to music or looking at their phones. Bo works in construction and
was heading to an appointment. We talked about construction, the
hard work involved but also the tremendous advances in various
trades and how quickly homes and buildings can go up. Bo was
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not a churchgoer, though he did not balk at considering religion
(probably because of his Catholic upbringing). Communicating
with Bo was pleasant because it felt like a two-way conversation.
In the course of the conversation, God gave opportunity to bring
up the unworthiness of even outward religious actions. We
discussed the concept that there is no merit even in religious
devotions and duties – let alone anything else. Then too, salvation
by grace is good news for those with nowhere else to go – people
without hope can find hope in God and His grace.
For one member of our church, the opportunity to talk about
Christianity often comes up in discussions with a co-worker who
is a professing Christian attending a Baptist church. Much time is
spent driving together and working together. On some religious
subjects, they can mostly agree, but at other times, they may
discuss baptism or the teachings of sovereign grace salvation
compared to Arminian, free-will “decision-ism.” It is quite challenging to provide an atmosphere where these matters can still
wholesomely be discussed while trying to point to Scripture as
the final rule. In praying for this person, God can be thanked for
providing a co-worker who professes to be a Christian while at
the same time the longing is for effectiveness in speaking the truth
in love to him.
Another opportunity to speak of the gospel came when two
Korean young men visited our home. They were struggling with
many things about conservative Christianity which could not all
be dealt with at one time, but we began with discussing two
important questions they had. The first was, “How can we say
that Christianity is the only right religion and still maintain that
only a small percentage of those claiming to be ‘Christian’ are true
Christians?” The second issue was “What is ultimate authority,
and how should we apply it to life?” These young men were
brothers and children of a very conservative Christian mother and
father. They were wrestling with their parents’ strong protection
against everything worldly and constant warnings against the
evil influences all around. Yet, these brothers are confronted each
day with 21st century Canada where we work alongside Muslims,
atheists, and homosexuals.
People coming to buy eggs from a member of our flock often
receive more than they come for. Many people from many nations
and adhering to many religions face questions they do not expect
from one who cares too much for them not to ask. There are
Russian Orthodox individuals and families that are told the way
of grace and Spirit-enlivened religion. Others are Chinese and are
given a Mandarin tract declaring the gospel. Still others are
Canadians who get an English book that outlines the Good News.
It isn’t fancy and outwardly it has not borne fruit, but people keep
coming back and they will keep receiving what they do not ask for
but is of the highest value.
Thank you for your support for Bradford and the opportunities to share about the ongoing work. We pray that you would
evangelize one person you know who is unsaved and this would
serve your local congregation, either by adding to your number
one whom the Lord saves or by increasing your corporate love
and zeal for the Lord.
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS
World Religions and Cults
Bodie Hodge and Roger Patterson, general editors
Volume 1: Counterfeits of Christianity
Many religions and cults discussed in this first
volume, including Islam, Judaism, and
Mormonism, openly affirm that the Bible is true,
but then something gets in their way. In one way
or another, the Bible gets demoted, reinterpreted, or completely ignored. This book is a must
for laymen, church leaders, teachers, and students to understand trends in our culture and around the
world where certain religions dominate, helping you discern
truth and guard your faith. (Master Books, paperback, 424
pages) $15.99|$12.00
Volume 2: Moralistic, Mythical and Mysticism Religions
This volume will help you understand the basic
tenets of religions of the Far East like Hinduism,
Taoism, New Age, Sikhism, Confucianism,
Shinto, and Buddhism, as well as pagan-based
systems like witchcraft, voodoo, and Greek
mythology. You will learn about the flaws in
these false religions so that you can refute them
and effectively witness for Christ. (Master Books, paperback,
492 pages) $17.99|$13.50
Volume 3: Atheistic and Humanistic Religions
Focusing on atheistic and humanistic religions
like agnosticism, Nazism, Scientology,
Communism, and naturalism, the final volume
in this series will help you spot the tenets of
these false religions and oppose them instead of
allowing them to subtly infiltrate and undermine Christianity. Learn how to both refute
these religions and present the gospel to people who have
been deceived by them. (Master Books, paperback, 335 pages)
$15.99|$12.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org
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YOUTH EVANGELISM
Burgessvile Youth Report – Ark Aid Outreach –
Darren van Esch
The second Sunday afternoon of every month is an extra special
time given to us by our Lord. We have been given a blessed
opportunity to follow the example of Christ as He ministered to
those who needed help most. At Ark Aid mission in London
(about an hour away from our church) we join a group of loving
and giving people who reach out to the homeless as well as to
people who live in low-income housing. Some of these people
suffer financially because they have been victims of injustice by
others; some are widows or widowers or people with many of the
same hardships.
There are usually 15 volunteers who cook a chili meal that will
feed as many as 100 people or more. Other church members help
by donating freshly baked buns, vegetables, and trays of cheesecake. Each month there is a new group of volunteers as there is a
lot of interest in this ministry.
The afternoon begins with “Sunday Connect” where one of
the leaders of our group gives a message to around 20 people
who come to hear a message, plus our group of 15. Each time we
are there, the group grows by a few people. We thank God for this
and love to see the Holy Spirit working in this way. There is hymn
singing and a group discussion at the end of the message. This
gives opportunity for these people to share their hardships with
us and many times they open up in amazing ways. This is a safe
place for them where they know the group will be praying for
them.
One of many examples of this was a woman who just lost her
mother and had no one to care or mourn with her. To add to her
struggles, she explained that she had just been banned from a
similar but secular soup kitchen, because she brought her Bible in
with her while she ate. In these times we are able to show how
much we care, give them a hug, reassure and encourage them by
Scripture.
After the Sunday Connect, many other people from the streets
come in and sit down for the meal. At a certain time, the doors are
closed and those who are sitting listen to a devotion and join in
prayer to open the meal. Those who do not care to hear the devotion, stand outside until those inside are served. We do this to
fulfill what we are really there for: feeding their minds with the
Gospel as we feed their stomachs with food.
Admittedly, there are times of discouragement. We either do
not see much interest in the message, and more interest in the
food, or we were not given the opportunity to speak with or help
anyone that was struggling or had questions. We have to remind
each other that we don’t go to minister to these people to see
results, but rather to be instruments in the hands of our Father in
heaven. The duty is ours, the results are God’s. Our prayer
throughout the week and before we go, is that the Holy Spirit
would use us to further God’s Kingdom.
10
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The Bible: The Way in Which it
has been Scattered (continued)
“Thy testimonies are wonderful,” Psalm 119:129.
During the times when men were persecuted for reading the
Bible, the Waldensian Christians, who lived in the mountains of
Piedmont and Savoy, used to send out their teachers to go
through the country as pedlars, and then, while they were selling the articles they carried with them, whenever they got an
opportunity, they would sell, or give away, a Bible or a
Testament.
Suppose you and I were visiting in the house of a rich gentleman in those days, and in that part of the world; one day, while
we are sitting in the parlour, the servant comes in, and says there
is a travelling pedlar at the door, with a great variety of nice
things to sell. He is told to bring the man in. Presently he enters.
He opens his bundle, and spreads out his goods. He has rings,
and seals, and trinkets, and veils, and lace-work, and many other
things. One person buys a scarf, another buys a shawl, another
some earrings, another a piece of lace, and so on. At last, the
gentleman of the house says to him, “Have you anything more
to show us?”
“Oh, yes,” says he, “I have something more valuable than
anything I have shown you yet.” Then he slips his hand to the
bottom of his bundle, and brings out a little book, a copy of the
New Testament. None of the persons present have ever owned
one, or scarcely seen one before. “This,” says the man, “is the
precious word of God.” Then he opens it, and reads a few
verses, here and there, of the sweet words of Jesus. And when he
sees that we are all very much interested in the book, he offers to
give the gentleman of the house a copy of the book, if he will
promise not to let the priests know about it. And in that way
multitudes of copies of the Scriptures were scattered abroad
among people, who were anxious to have them, when no one
dared venture to sell them in public.
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13. From where did God answer Job? (Job 38:1)
A. A cloud
B. The mouth of a donkey
C. An angel
D. A whirlwind

Book of Job Bible Quiz
1. Where did Job live? (Job 1:1)
A. Buz
B. Ur
C. Uz

D. Oz

2. Before all the trials how many sons did Job have? (Job 1:2)
A. Two
B. Five
C. Seven
D. Twelve
3. What would Job do in the morning after his sons’ feasts?
(Job 1:5)
A. Pray for a blessing on the family
B. Offer a sacrifice for each child
C. Clean up
D. Cook them breakfast

14. What creatures mentioned by God grazed like an ox and lay
in the shade of trees? (Job 40:15-24)
A. Behemoth
B. Dragons
C. Nephilim
D. Unicorns
15. Where did the creature Leviathan dwell? (Job 41:1)
A. Trees
B. Caves
C. Water
D. Mountains

4. How did Job’s sons and daughters die? (Job 1:18-19)
A. Earthquake B. Fire C. Flood D. House fell on them
5. With what did Job scratch his sores with which he was
afflicted? (Job 2:7-8)
A. Sheep jaw
B. Broken pottery
C. Piece of stale bread
D. Olive branch

16. What did the Lord in His anger tell Eliphaz to take to Job as a
burnt offering? (Job 42:7-8)
A. Seven bulls and seven rams
B. Two pigeons and two turtledoves
C. Six goats and six oxen
D. Five lambs and five ephahs of grain
17. How much did Job receive when God restored his wealth
compared to before? (Job 42:10)
A. Half
B. The same C. Double
D. Triple

6. From which country did Bildad come? (Job 2:11)
A. Teman
B. Shuhah C. Ephraim D. Naamath

18. For how many more years did Job live once his life was
restored? (Job 42:16)
A. 40
B. 93
C. 120
D. 140

7. When Job’s friends arrived, for how long did they sit
in silence? (Job 2:13)
A. One hour
B. Six hours
C. One day
D. Seven days

19. Which New Testament writer talks of the “patience of Job”?
(_____5:11)
A. Peter
B. Matthew C. James
D. John

8. Who was the first to break the silence? (Job 3:1)
A. Zophar B. Job
C. Bildad
D. Eliphaz

20. Which prophet mentions Noah, Daniel and Job as men of
righteousness? (_____14:14)
A. Jeremiah B. Ezekiel C. Isaiah
D. Joel

9. What did Job lament over to begin with? (Job 3:1-3)
A. His birth
B. His wealth
C. His family
D. His health

Submitted with permission from biblequizzes.org.uk

10. Job said that if his misery could be weighed, what would it
be heavier than? (Job 6:3)
A. Leaves of the trees
B. Sand of the seas
C. Waters of the oceans
D. Beasts of the fields
11. Why was Elihu angry with Job’s three friends? (Job 32:3,5)
A. They had found no answer for Job
B. They had been rude to Job
C. They had blamed Job for everything
D. They had not listened to Job
12. Why did Elihu wait for the others to finish before speaking?
(Job 32:4)
A. He had arrived late
B. They hadn’t let him speak
C. He was younger
D. God had sealed his mouth
12

MISSION FINANCES
William Kuivenhoven and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements for the previous
quarter. We thank God for His amazing provision for our every
need.
Our year-end is almost here (July 31, 2017) and so I encourage
you to continue giving to the Mission in this last quarter to
ensure we meet our targets and in order that our financial
obligations are met.
Please continue to pray to the Lord of the harvest and give as
He has provided for you for this great work of training men in
the Gospel truths in order that the Lord would continue to build
His Kingdom across this world.
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Titus DeVries Birthday – August 14
• Dr. Brian DeVries Birthday – September 13

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
miskinza@gmail.com Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247

Nakekela Nurse, Care Workers and some patients

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Arise, O God, and Shine
Arise, O God, and shine
In all Thy saving might,
And prosper each design
To spread Thy glorious light;
Let healing streams of mercy flow
That all the earth Thy truth may know.
Bring distant nations near
To sing Thy glorious praise;
Let every people hear
And learn Thy holy ways.
Reign, mighty God, assert Thy cause
And govern by Thy righteous laws.
Put forth Thy glorious power
That Gentiles all may see
And earth present her store
In converts born to Thee.
God, our own God, His Church will bless
And fill the world with righteousness.
To God, the only Wise,
The one immortal King,
Let hallelujahs rise
From every living thing;
Let all that breathe, on every coast
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
William Hurn
AUGUST 2017
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