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MEDITATION
The Blessedness of Waiting
Rev. Terreth Klaver
When you wait, you are waiting for something.
Children have to wait to be old enough to
babysit. Teenagers have to wait to be old
enough to work or drive. Engaged couples
often have to wait a short time to get married.
Here in Chilliwack, our congregation is waiting
for a building.
This year, our church has purchased a church
building for the first time for $1,971,900. We have been able to
raise $1,534,000 through collected funds, interest-free loans, and
pledged gifts. Since the current group worshipping in the
building is constructing a new facility, we will not be able to take
possession until December 2018, the Lord willing. In the meantime, we continue to rent our current facility.
As we wait, we have begun to notice the inconveniences of our
current building. We also begin to think about the blessings a new
building would bring: greater freedom to worship according to
the Scriptures, much greater flexibility for different church
functions, and much-needed opportunities for more frequent
fellowship on the Lord's Day and throughout the week. We trust,
however, that as we wait the Lord is doing something special – He
is strengthening us.
Psalm 27:14 contains a great promise; it says, “Wait on the Lord:
Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: Wait, I say, on
the Lord.” In these words, David calls himself and his readers to
wait on the Lord, and in so doing, find the strength he, and they,
need as they await the Lord's deliverance. A very similar thought
is clearly evident in Moses' exhortation to the people of Israel as
they are about to cross the Red Sea, “And Moses said unto the
people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which
he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day,
ye shall see them again no more for ever” (Exodus 14:13).
As the Chilliwack congregation waits, the Lord will strengthen
us. He will strengthen us to serve Him. We trust that the Lord's
work in strengthening our hearts is not simply for us, but for the
cause of His kingdom. David knew the Lord's strengthening of
heart as he awaited deliverance so that he could serve as the
anointed king. Our Lord Jesus was anointed with the Spirit without measure (John 3:34) and was strengthened in heart (Luke
22:43) to serve as the Servant of the LORD (Isaiah 42:1).
What is the Lord strengthening us for? How will we serve Him?
He will make it clear. This new building has a sanctuary with suitable space for us to worship, as well as a full balcony we could
grow into. Perhaps more members will be added to our congregation in the future. There are also many more rooms than we need
for our current church activities and outreaches. Perhaps the Lord
will grant us more robust teaching and ministry opportunities.
Further, the new church building is in a neighborhood with
several blocks of homes, shops, apartments, and retirement
facilities. Perhaps He will grant us tremendous opportunities to
reach out to our neighbors and those around us. Whatever the
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Lord is strengthening us for, it will certainly be for His service
and the building up of His kingdom.
As we wait to see what the Lord is strengthening us for and
how He will use this new church building for the building of His
kingdom, please pray. First, pray for our strengthening as we wait
to move into, and hope to serve Him in, our new building.
Second, please pray that the remaining $438,000 for our building
would be supplied. Lastly, please pray for God's continued blessing on our fellowship in, worship of, and service to our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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In this way, be ready to testify when you have the opportunity to
do so.
But notice, Paul does not spend all his time making connections
so that he never gets to sharing the gospel. Some modern preaching does this. No, Paul does make connections, but only to use
these connections as entry points to explain the gospel. Connection
points should not be the destination, but the starting point.
We are all called to personally testify; pre-identifying good
connection points may help.

MISSION UPDATES
INDONESIA – Sumba
Elissa VanderBoon

EDITORIAL
Gospel Communication: Finding a Connection
James Beeke
When Paul introduces the gospel to gentile
Athenians, how does he do this? What
approach does he take? We hear him speaking
at Mars hill, “For as I passed by, I found an altar
with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN
GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23). He finds a point
of connection. He starts with their altar to the
unknown god, which the Athenians knew about, and then develops his teaching from this point.
We observe Paul doing this again later, “For in him we live, and
move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said,
For we are also his offspring” (Acts 17:28). He again finds a connecting starting point with the Athenians.
This principle is important in mission and evangelism. Also, in
our personal evangelism. Pray and search for possible connection
points when you have opportunities to speak with others. Select
some possible connections that are fitting and with which you are
comfortable. Let me provide you with a personal example from
when I was working for the British Columbia Ministry of
Education. After hearing that I was originally from Michigan, I
had several people ask me on different occasions, “What brought
you to BC from Michigan?” I would reply, “Would you like the
short answer version or the more in-depth? The in-depth answer,
however, is more personal and it involves my Christian faith.”
Every time the person responded, “No, I’m interested in the
whole story!” I then felt more comfortable to share how I believed
God called me and led me to British Columbia to be the first
principal of Timothy Christian School in Chilliwack. I felt that this
person had asked and given me free license to share my faith with
them. This connecting point helped me. I found it gave me more
boldness to confidently testify.
I encourage you to do the same. Pray and develop some
connection points that you feel comfortable and confident to use.
2

“Bangun! Wake up!” With a few loud knocks on the door, the 'ibu,'
or staff member, moves on to the next room. Yawning, the five boys
in Room 2 begin to roll out of bed. It's 4:30 am and the start of
another day at Pengharapan Children's Home. There's still an hour
before breakfast, so Ellon, Ricky, Markus, Henki, and Arie take
turns showering and pulling on their school uniforms. Middle
school boys wear blue shorts, Elementary school boys wear red. At
the first blush of dawn, the sounds of an old Dutch Psalm tune
reverberate through the open hall that separates the boys' and
girls' rooms. Ellon quickly buttons his shirt and runs toward the
long rows of sturdy wood picnic tables. If he's late, he'll be hungry
until snack time. Ten-year-old Markus devours his small loaf of
homemade bread, spread with peanut butter. Ever since he was
neglected as a baby and forced to find food wherever he could, he
has not been able to get beyond a survival instinct when it comes
to eating. After one of the girls reads the 'Alkitab,' or Bible, and
prays, Ricky races his younger brother, Henki, back to their room
to grab his backpack. He “forgot” to do his Science homework and
quickly tries to finish it before heading out the door and walking
the couple hundred feet to school.
It's 6:45am, and while the teachers have their pre-school devotions, Henki plays outside, finding ingenious ways to bother his
friends until the bell rings at 7:00am and all the students of
Rehoboth Christian School line up outside to begin the school day.
Turbo, the children's dog, watches with interest as the students
sing Indonesia's national anthem and recite the Ten
Commandments, and happily joins them on their usual morning
walk down the long driveway to the gate and back.
There is a visitor in Henki's 3rd grade class. For the last two
months, three government-trained teachers have been holding
classes for all the area's 1st-3rd grade teachers at the mission school
and now they come every month to observe the teachers in their
classrooms. Last year, only 51% of 2nd and 3rd grade students
could read in Central Sumba, but Henki and his classmates have
the benefit of teachers that actually show up to class and reading is
not a problem.
By the time the bell rings for snack time at 9:50am, all of the
boys are ready to grab their freshly fried donuts and run behind
the school to play soccer. The heat is already intense, but that is no
deterrent. The field they play on is yellow and black, and full of
rocks, scorched by sun and flames. The savannah lands of Sumba
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still await the reluctant rains and in desperation the local people
set fire to the grass, trying to force new shoots to spring up for
their hungry animals. The constant winds drove a nearby fire into
the mission compound, but it was quickly put out by eager
children with buckets. After a too short 15-minute break, the bell
calls the children back to school.
Arie is one of six eighth graders and shares a divided classroom with the four ninth graders. Grade 1 is the largest class in
the school with 15 students, since several students from poor
families outside the mission were able to join Rehoboth this year
and gain access to free and better education.
At 11:15am, Henki returns home to change into play clothes
and eat his lunch of rice, vegetables, and tofu. While he helps
wash dishes afterward, songs echo in each classroom as his older
siblings finish school with devotions. They eat at 1:00pm, after
putting away their clean laundry, piled up on the ends of the
tables. Ellon takes a nap after lunch, sleeping on the tile floor in an
effort to stay cool. 3:00pm is playtime and Ricky and Markus
never lose a chance to play more soccer. In bare feet and flip-flops,
they scrimmage on the cement volleyball court, twisting the net
out of the way with a short stick. Arie helps 'Opa,' Mr. Sommer,
trim bushes around the school. 4:00pm is chore time and shower
time. The 6th grade boys are next on the schedule, so Ellon sweeps
the hall as his classmates mop. Everything is sparkling before the
'ibu' begin spooning out the rice and vegetables onto plates for
dinner at 5:20pm. There is chicken on the menu tonight, as it's
Wednesday.
Wednesday also means Catechism Class, so at 7:00pm, instead
of the usual devotions, everyone gathers to sing and wait for the
local children and teenagers to arrive. Ricky writes notes and doodles in his Heidelberg Catechism book until class ends at 8:00pm
and its snack time. Arie and Ellon work on homework until Opa
turns the generator off at 9:00pm and the sudden silence and
darkness mark the end of another day. “Selamat tidur! Good
night!” Ibu Yustina, Room 2's mother says as the boys get up from
their knees and sprawl on their beds. “Tidur,” the boys mumble,
already half-asleep under the vast and brilliant blanket of
Sumbanese stars. Soon, the only sounds are the howls of hunting
herds of dogs and the throaty calls of Tokay geckos.

Christina buying at the market
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Graduation of the kindergarten class followed by a picnic
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SOUTH AFRICA – Church Planting and
Theological Education
Prayer for missional ministry is of strategic importance. The
Apostle Paul on so many occasions invites his readers to join with
him in fervent prayer for the advance of Christ’s gospel: “Now I
beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of
the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me”
(Rom. 15:30, see also 2 Cor. 1:11, Eph. 6:18-20, Phil. 1:19, Col 4:3, 1
Thess. 5:25, 2 Thess. 3:1, and Philemon 1:22).
To this same end, therefore, we also wish to keep you informed
about recent developments within two strategic missional
ministries in southern Africa: the Grace Reformed church plant
(www.gracereformed.co.za) and Mukhanyo Theological College
(www.mukhanyo.ac.za). Please join with us in fervent prayer for
the advance of Christ’s gospel by means of these missional
ministries.

Justina with her class

Boys with a haircut

Johann playing
with a chicken

Suppertime
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Grace Reformed Church Plant
The church planting ministry plods forward with the normal
ups and downs of such work. We are thankful that, with the Lord’s
blessing, there is steady gradual growth from quarter to quarter.
Here are a few highlights from the past six months:
The membership class concluded in April and eight people
formally joined the church on April 16. We take our time with this
class in order to lay a solid doctrinal foundation, meeting for about
35 weeks over the course of ten months. The next round of classes
started in October; please pray for God’s blessing on these weekly
lessons. The sacrament of baptism was administered to five people in April: four children and one young man named Thokozani.
So the month of April 2017 was a big month in the history of
the church plant. We also enjoyed fellowship at another church
picnic in April, and more recently a Fellowship Lunch after the
morning service in September. The young people have also
organized several hiking trips which seem to be developing into
something more. Member care continues and the spiritual
leadership is trying to be faithful with shepherding members and
attendees who are less regular in church attendance.
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Baptized children with their parents
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Mr. Elias Mahlangu joined the church plant’s Steering
Committee in August. We as the spiritual leaders of the church
plant are still praying for direction concerning the growing need
of additional pastoral support. We are hopeful that someone can
be found, either to co-pastor the church plant with Dr. DeVries or
to replace him in a few years as the full-time pastor.

ing groups, conferences and workshops and seminars, distance
learning, etc. Eighteen of our resident faculty members (both fulltime and part-time) from KwaMhlanga, Pretoria, and
Johannesburg came together in August for the quarterly Faculty
Forum. We are especially thankful for our gifted faculty; please
pray with us as we search for a few more pastor-teachers who
will join us in 2018 to help supply the increasing demands for
quality Bible instruction.
One of our alumni, Rev. Benjamin Zulu, was ordained on
September 23 as a minister of the Reformed Church into church
planting ministry. Rev. Zulu had worked previously with Dr.
DeVries in the Sunnyside church plant and he now serves as a
lecturer at the KwaMhlanga campus. It was also a special day for
Mukhanyo since Ben’s father, Rev. Charles Zulu, and his brother,
Pastor Jabez Zulu, are both Mukhanyo alumni. The corresponding picture shows some of Mukhanyo’s lecturers and alumni who
were present at the ordination service.

Grace Reformed church picnic attendees
Mukhanyo Theological College
The ministry at Mukhanyo also continues to mature and
expand. We are blessed with a wonderful team of people who are
very experienced and very committed to the vision of missional
education. Several ministry highlights include the following:
Our annual Bible College Consultation in June was a great
blessing to many theological training institutions. The theme this
year was “Christian Ethics for Bible Education in Africa.”
Attendees came from about thirty-five different educational organizations that are working across southern Africa (including
Botswana, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Swaziland, Uganda,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, etc.).

Alumni and lecturers at Rev Zulu’s ordination
The executive management, with the entire support staff, are
now busy with plans for 2018. Twenty members of the senior staff
and faculty gathered for two days in July to develop strategic
plans for the new year. Pray with us as we seek by God’s grace to
be faithful with the resources and opportunities He has given us.

Mukhanyo Bible College consultation attendees
The Bible teaching at Mukhanyo continues, with a diverse
array of strategic modes of delivery: classroom lectures, mentor-
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One of our objectives for 2018 is to double the size of our
library collection. Mukhanyo is now spread over three main
locations, so additional books (and duplicates of the best titles)
are needed to provide our students with quality research
materials. A donor has promised to pay the transport costs from
Grand Rapids of a whole shipping container, if we can fill it with
new and used books. So the plan is to use this shipment to
stock our libraries and also to give extra books to distance
learning sites and other schools in Africa. Please contact
Steve.Renkema@heritagebooks.org (616-977-0889) if you want to
assist.
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Senior staff and faculty at the strategic forum
Have you received the Mukhanyo newsletter that is sent out each quarter via email? If not, please go to www.mukhanyo.ac.za in order
to sign up for this newsletter (click on the blue “Newsletter” box at the bottom right of the page). We are grateful for the continued prayer
support of so many Christians around the world who have a passion for missional ministry and who want to stay informed on what God
is doing to build His church.
While not all Christians are called to serve full-time in missional ministry, we all have the opportunity and privilege to engage in the
spiritual warfare of strategic prayer for the advance of Christ’s gospel. So now, for the sake of Christ and the love of the Spirit, pray with
us for these missional ministries.

SOUTH AFRICA –
Reformed Church Tshwane
Thanking the Lord for the privilege of the addition of a confessing and a baptism member to Reformed Church Tshwane:

Cameron Steyn (second from left) who did confession
of faith with his thankful family.

Jonas and Faith Mashele with their baptized baby
Ndhzaka Thulaganyo (Thuli) Mashele.
6
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CHURCH EVANGELISM
Heritage Reformed Church
of Chilliwack, BC Congregational
Outreach
Our Chilliwack congregation has various opportunities for outreach and service to members of our own congregation and to our
larger community. Some of these outreaches have been going on
for some time. On the Sabbath day, in addition to our two worship services, we have Sunday school for the younger children,
catechism for the older children and teens, and sermon
discussion for the adults. Our Confession of Faith/Bible Doctrine
class meets every other Sunday night after the evening service
with a led discussion format and lots of interaction between
Pastor Klaver and the students. We hold a congregational
sing-along after the evening service once a month as well.
Throughout the week, we have several activities. Our
Women’s Side-by-Side committee is active with a secret friends
program (each woman encouraging a "secret friend" by giving
gifts and cards throughout the year. There is a reveal party at the
end of the year). Also "sunshine visits" are done to encourage
women in the congregation who are widows, elderly, or dealing
with special challenges; and many other practical ministries for
the congregation (providing meals and help with childcare are
just two examples). A women’s Bible study is also held biweekly. Our prayer meeting is every Wednesday evening and
every other Thursday evening there is a visit/Q&A time with
Pastor Klaver at the parsonage. Our senior and junior youth
group events are held on different Friday and Saturdays during
the month.
During the week, we also have outreaches to those outside
our congregation. Members of our congregation continue to
volunteer time and financial support for Ruth & Naomi's
Outreach serving the homeless in downtown Chilliwack
(http://ranmission.ca/). Our prison team also leads a Bible study
every Thursday evening. Week after week, month after month,
and year after year, volunteers from our congregation (and others) have brought the Word to the inmates at the Pacific
Institution in Abbotsford. The Lord continues to bless their labors
and the men who go to minister often find themselves greatly
ministered to as well. The Ladies' Side-by-Side committee, too, is
involved in reaching out to those in need: they hold "Days for
Girls" sewing meetings once a month making feminine hygiene
kits for women in third-world countries, fundraise for the needs
of HRC missionary endeavors, and are preparing to welcome our
church-sponsored refugee family from Egypt.
I am thankful to have been able to share some of our outreach
activities with you, but there is one in particular that has been a
great encouragement to our consistory. About thirty young adults
from different churches in the area meet together every other
Sunday evening to study God's Word. This study has been slowly growing over the past few years and the Lord has truly made
it a blessing to our congregation.
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Young adults from the Heritage Reformed, Free Reformed,
Netherlands Reformed, Canadian Reformed, and other churches meet together to study a book of the Bible or a particular
Biblical subject. In addition to the Scriptures, they use study
guides and books by contemporary, sound, Reformed authors.
One or two young people from the Heritage Reformed and Free
Reformed churches lead the study. The Youth Pastor from the
Chilliwack FRC and Pastor Klaver from the Chilliwack HRC
help with some consultation and oversight.
What does our consistory find so encouraging about this and
how has it been a blessing to our congregation? First, our young
people are studying the Scriptures. Our consistory makes it a
regular matter of prayer that our young people would have true
desires to know the Lord Jesus and serve Him according to His
Word, and we can see Him answering our prayers through His
blessing on this study. Second, through this study we are able to
further develop our relationship with the Free Reformed
churches. Our young people see from studying together the
great importance of knowing and living the truth of God's Word
experientially, and other young people from other churches
begin to see the importance of it as well. Lastly, our young
adults see the important differences between different churches
and denominations. As the issues of real Biblical differences
surface, they learn not to ignore those differences or simply
embrace the different teachings of other churches, but rather to
evaluate the differences biblically and weigh them accordingly.
Thank you for your interest in our congregation’s activities
and welfare. Please ask the Lord to continue to bless our
outreach efforts.
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Side by Side Ministries
– Hygiene Kits
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Teaching the Haitian women how to sew the hygiene kits.
Side by Side helped me purchase four new sewing machines
along with fabric and sewing notions. I took eight
suitcases down to Haiti.

Jason Krul interpreting into Creole while I am explaining how to
use the hygiene kit during a home visit.

Thankful women with their hygiene kits.

8
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Four of the thirteen women that finished a week of
sewing received a certificate.
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Another distribution of about 50 women received their kits
after receiving a one-hour talk on personal hygiene, self-defense,
different diseases and blood pressure testing.

Receiving their kit

DOMESTIC OUTREACH

The church of the Lord Jesus can justly be
called a "motley crew," an assembly of people
of different backgrounds, appearances, and
characters.1 The church is, in the fullest sense of
the term, diverse. She is, and forever shall be,
made up of people from, "...all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues” (Revelation 7:9).
The church's diversity is not limited to ethnicity. Her members include people of both genders and people from
every social and economic background (Galatians 3:28).
Though the church is diverse, she is one. She may be a motley
crew, but she is a crew called by, united in, and empowered for the
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motley_crew

1

DECEMBER 2017

service of her Lord Jesus Christ. Paul says in Galatians 3:27-29: For
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise”
(Galatians 3:27–29).
By virtue of belonging to Christ, the church's members are all
now of one family. Further, Paul says, Now therefore ye are no more
strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God; And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; In whom all
the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord: In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:19–22).
The church is not only diverse and united, but in the Lord Jesus
Christ her Savior, she is righteous. In Christ she is, "...all
glorious within" and "Her clothing is of wrought gold" (Psalm 45:13).
She has been saved by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8). It is
only by the blood of the Lord Jesus that the church is righteous
(Romans 3:24-26). She is like a city on a hill, lifting up the gospel
to the world (Matthew 5:14-16, 1 Timothy 3:15).
It is absolutely essential that we never forget that the church is
a motley crew of sinners, redeemed and united in Christ. If we do
forget the reality that our only unity is in our Lord Jesus Christ and
His Word, we will soon form other Shibboleths (Judges 12:6) to
distinguish "our people." We can easily become a club of people
united only in a culture, lifestyle, and tradition, rather than in our
Savior. This type of forgetfulness dangerously dishonors our Lord
(Deuteronomy 6:12, 8:14) and it foolishly seeks righteousness
apart from Him in ourselves (Romans 3:19, 20). To our further
shame, forgetting our true source of unity leads us to make
disciples that conform to our image rather than disciples who will
be transformed into Christ's image (Matthew 23:15, 28:19, 20). We
call men to be like us rather than like Him. When we do this, we
cease to be the church of our Lord Jesus and become a church of
Pharisees.
One practical help in remembering who we are as a church is
remembering the name we have chosen for our denomination: the
Heritage Reformed Church. We understand ourselves not as a
bunch of Dutch immigrants who have come to North America.
Our goal is not to reproduce a particular church culture, though it
was based on Biblical principles, in another country. We desire to
serve the Lord Jesus out of love according to His Word in the
countries in which He has placed us (John 14:15, 21, 23, 24; 15:12,
14, 17). To do so, we self-consciously draw on the most faithful
expressions of Biblical truth to inform our Christian life and walk
in North America: the robust international heritage of the
Reformation. We hold to both the Three Forms of Unity (the Belgic
Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of Dort)
and the Westminster Confession and Catechisms - the most faithful summaries of Scripture as they come to us from continental
Europe and Great Britain.
We will honor our Lord Jesus, and help our fellow man best if
we always remember who we are as the Heritage Reformed
Church: the motley crew of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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OUTREACH REPORT

Greetings from the beautiful Ozarks
Mountains! We were asked to give you an
update about our church in Harrison,
Arkansas. God has been once again very
gracious and spared us and given us many
blessings.
We were privileged to gather for worship
and for fellowship every Lord’s Day. Most of
our members and attendees come from quite a distance, so we all
stay at church for the entire day. After the morning service, we
have catechism classes for our children, divided into three
different age groups, while the adults gather for a class on the
Belgic Confession of Faith. We have been very encouraged by
the interest expressed by a number of attendees who are taking
the class, hopefully becoming full members in due time.
We used to have a fairly large youth group, but almost all of
them have been married in the past two years. Though we now
have only two teenagers, we do have many children under the
age of ten, and five families who are expecting another child.
After the classes, we gather for a potluck lunch in the kitchen and
dining hall, followed by a time of fellowship till the second
service. This means we’re in and out of church between 10 am
and 4 pm, so we can all get back to our homes at a fair time.
Since our little ‘Book Nook’ didn’t sell many books, we decided to refocus our time and energy into two other outreaches. The
one is a ‘gospel minute’ aired on radio. We did not ask the local
Christian station, where we would have been one among many,
but instead went to a popular Classic Rock station, called Kool
96.1 FM! The manager told us we were the first church asking him
for this in the six years he worked there. So, he initially gave us 4
minutes per week at half price ($60/mo.) and later doubled it to
8 minutes without charging extra. He also runs a free ad for our
church on their website. This ‘gospel minute’ actually consists of
a 48-second message and 12-second conclusion in which we tell
the listeners who we are and where they can find our church, etc.
It is broadcast three times on Thursday and 5 times on Saturday.
This week I hope to send in our 52nd weekly ‘Gospel Minute!”
The other outreach has been our involvement in a transitional
housing project for homeless mothers and children, called the
Hope Cottages. There are in our county at any given time
between 200 to 350 children and their mothers who have no fixed
address. Two government officials, a guidance counsellor of the
local public schools and a social worker dealing with preschoolers, approached the churches in Harrison for help. They realized
these mothers and their children did not have a ‘safety net’ of
continuing care after the government programs ceased.
A small day school with eight classrooms, a small gym and a
kitchen and dining hall, belonging to the local Episcopal Church
which stood empty for a few years, was secured with a lease for
a dollar per year for 30 years for this purpose. Already five
10

churches and three businesses each have pledged to support the
operation costs of $500/mo. of one of the Hope Cottages (the term
we gave to the classrooms that will be turned into apartments). It
will be free of charge for the mothers, provided they faithfully
attend one of the local churches and take all the classes during
their 3-month stay. I have been privileged to be a member of the
Steering Committee for the past year, and when they discovered I
used to be a Christian school teacher/principal they asked me to
develop a lesson plan for the mothers (Bible studies, training
children, budgeting, etc.). We have already raised about $28,000 of
a matching grant of $50,000 and also received $86,000 from the
State of Arkansas toward remodeling of the building. We hope to
start this remodeling in January, 2018. For more information see:
hopecottagesharrison.org.

Hope Cottages
Then there is some very exciting news for our own congregation. For the past several years we have been renting a small old
building in downtown Harrison, located at ‘The Square.’ However,
just a few weeks ago we were alerted to a church building ‘for sale’
a few miles south of Harrison. We enquired and were invited to
worship in it to ‘try it out’ for a Sunday, with their pastor and less
than a dozen elderly remaining members joining us. Much to the
delight of us all and of the people of that church we did that on
Sunday, October 15. They had dropped their asking price from
$245,000 to $150,000 and offered us all the furniture and equipment
for $7,000. What makes this even more extra-ordinary is that the
money received won’t go to the remaining members but to a trust
fund in support of a missionary minister in Mexico.
The church was built in the early 1970’s. The sanctuary seats
120-150 persons. Below the sanctuary are old classrooms, which
are currently not in use. In the early 1990’s they added a large
dining hall / kitchen on the ground floor with new classrooms and
a beautiful nursery above it. They also added a small gym behind
that a few years later. We are seriously considering this opportunity, so by the time you read this it hopefully may already have
resulted in a purchase.
If you are inclined to help us in buying our own church building, please contact us on our website: thereformedchurch.net.
Being a church of families with many young children, and having
recently voted to incrementally reduce the financial support we
receive from our denomination (to be reduced to zero by mid-2019,
God willing), we would certainly appreciate your help for this
purchase.
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BOOKS TO ADVANCE YOUR
MISSION & EVANGELISM SKILLS

In the meantime, we do thank you all very much for your faithful
and ongoing support during the past years. May the Lord grant us
all we need to be and remain faithful to His calling.

Church front

Church sanctuary

The Cost: What It Takes to Follow Jesus
Steven J. Lawson
Nestled in a few verses in Luke’s Gospel is a Jesus
who would not have been tolerated on our city
streets today: He was not politically correct. He did
not try to be inoffensive or save people’s feelings.
The things He was saying were too important and
His love for people too strong to allow Him room to tread softly.
Steven Lawson unpacks these few verses, looking at the
unashamed honesty, passion, and urgency with which Jesus
explains the life-long cost involved in following Him. It is the
biggest sacrifice any person ever makes—but it is for the most
abundantly glorious prize imaginable. (Christian Focus, PB, 127
pages) $10.00|$7.00
Reformation ABCs: The People, Places, and Things of the
Reformation—from A to Z
Stephen J. Nichols & Ned Bustard
Here is a fun way for kids to learn about the places,
things, events, people, books, and ideas that
shaped this pivotal time in church history. Through
whimsical illustrations and engaging storytelling,
this book teaches kids that even though the
Reformation occurred five hundred years ago, it is
not just about people and places in the past. The Reformers’ fight
to reclaim the gospel is still relevant today. (Crossway, HC, 56
pages) $16.99|$10.00
Send orders for these and other titles to:
Reformation Heritage Books
2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525 USA
Phone: 616-977-0889, Fax: 616-285-3246
Website: www.heritagebooks.org
E-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

YOUTH EVANGELISM

Dining Hall and Kitchen
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Chilliwack – What is the Importance of Youth being Politically
Active? – Kimberly Roos
God’s Word is the ultimate source of guidance for a Christian. In
the Bible, we can find what the role of a Christian should be in
politics. But what is the role of Christian youth in being politically active? How can they make a difference? The youth of this
nation have a unique role in society and in our communities.
First of all, youth being politically active gives them a sense
of responsibility and citizenship to their country. Caring about
what happens in their nation is a big part of this. Issues on
topics like abortion, euthanasia, and sexuality need to be
addressed in this time and age. A lot of these topics have direct
effects on youth therefore giving youth the feeling of responsibility to stand up. Youth also make a big impact in the voice to the
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government. For example, if at a national March for Life only
elderly people and adults attend, the event will not resonate as
soundly in the government’s mind. The youth are the next generation and they need to show they care to get the issues covered
biblically.
Youth should also be in government because the laws and
policies of today are shaping youth’s tomorrows. Whatever
legislation passed today in the policies of countries will most likely not change in the next thirty years or so. A question for the
youth: Do you really want the current laws when you’re an adult
about abortion, homosexuality and euthanasia? Youth standing
up as salt and light against these issues is so important.
Another point worth making is that being involved in politics
will open youth’s eyes to the “real” world making them realize
the different cultures and religions and then in turn, strengthening their own. It shows them that everyone is different and that is
not always bad. It also gives them an opportunity to witness and
spread the truth while being involved in politics. In fact, that is
the whole reason we were created. This is evidenced in Exodus
9:16 which states, And in very deed for this cause have I raised thee up,
for to shew in thee my power; and that my name may be declared
throughout all the earth.”
One benefit that the government receives from you being
involved is that youth have innovative ideas that are often different than what they normally receive. Youth take unique perspectives on issues that the government may not have heard before.
If you are a youth, I would encourage you to get involved in
political action. It can be as easy as writing a letter to your local
representative or getting people in
your area to sign a petition. Make a
Christian difference by getting
involved.

Liz and Esther
serve soup to the
seniors
Joanne helps to
assemble the gift
baskets

Sarah,
Claudia
and Kylie
assemble
gift baskets

Kimberly Roos is 16 years old. She
is our congregation's
official representative for ARPA
(Association for
Reformed Political Action).
Chilliwack – Lighthouse Youth Group
Last December, our youth group wanted to do something special
for the seniors in our church. We decided to serve them a special
Christmas dinner and get to know them a bit better. We invited
them to the dinner and many of them came. Some of the older
youth served them a fancy dinner with soups, salads, meat,
potatoes, vegetables and a nice dessert. Afterwards, we gave
them each a special gift basket with some things that some of the
girls had made for them while the seniors were eating. The boys
had planned some games and we broke into groups with some
seniors and some youth in each. We earned points for our teams
with questions like “one point for every team member who has
been to three countries” and “ten points for every team member
who was born in Canada”. Afterwards, we all lined up in birthday month order. That was noisy! We ended the evening by
singing Christmas carols together. We really enjoyed serving the
seniors from our church and we hope they enjoyed it too.
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Ashlyn serves the seniors

MISSION FINANCES
William Kuivenhoven and James van den Brink

Dear Friends of the Mission,
Presented here are the financial statements up to our year-end.
We thank God for His amazing provision for our every need.
We have been greatly blessed by God and so I encourage you
with Philippians 1:5 to fellowship or have partnership in the
gospel by giving, praying and engaging with the mission work
to which we are committed.
We pray for God’s continued mercy in our finances, looking
unto Him with hope and expectation for great blessings upon
this mission work. We ask you to give cheerfully and we thank
you for your continued support.
The Finance Committee
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SPECIAL DATES and PRAYER NEEDS
Please remember the following with prayer, praise and/or
greetings:
Pray for the conversion and/or spiritual strengthening of all that
read this magazine and all those that are included in these pages.
• Dr. Sonja & Dr. Arthur Miskin Anniversary – January 18
• Micah DeVries Birthday – February 8

CONTACT INFORMATION
DeVries Family, P.O. Box 4, Montana Park, Pretoria, South Africa,
0159. Email: bdevries99@gmail.com or lanaedv@gmail.com
Telephone: 27 79 933 9884, MTC: 27 13 947 2179
Miskin Family, P.O. Box 1158, Derdepoort Park, Pretoria,
South Africa, 0035. Email: sonjamiskinza@gmail.com or email
miskinza@gmail.com Telephone: 27 83 657 4980
Mr. C.W. (Bill) Sommer, P/O Box 130 Waingapu, 87100 Sumba
Timor NTT, Indonesia, no email, Telephone : 62 868 1211 9875 (if
access is available) / Mrs. Marion Sommer, 8 Cedar Street North,
P.O. Box 298, Otterville, Ontario N0J 1R0, Canada,
email: tanabanas@gmail.com Telephone: 519 879 6247

Giving the gift baskets to the seniors.

PLEASE SHARE AND DONATE
Your contributions will help bring the gospel and spiritual encouragement to the
areas where our missionaries/domestic outreach pastors are serving the Lord.
Please include your name, telephone, address, city, province/state, country,
postal/zip code, email and a reference of what person/project the funds should be
directed to. (Tax receipts available)
All Canadian donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, P.O. Box 147, Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1C0 Canada
or
All U.S.A. donations should be forwarded to:
HRC Mission Fund, c/o 540 Crescent St., NE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA
Spending of funds is confined to Board-approved programs and projects. Each
restricted contribution designated towards a Board-approved program or project
will be used as designated with the understanding that when the need for such a
program or project has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason
determined by the Board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for
such program or project will be used where needed most.
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Come, Labor On!
Come, labor on!
Who dares stand idle, on the harvest plain
While all around him waves the golden grain?
And to each servant does the Master say,
“Go work today.”
Come, labor on!
Claim the high calling angels cannot share—
To young and old the Gospel gladness bear;
Redeem the time; its hours too swiftly fly.
The night draws nigh.
Come, labor on!
The enemy is watching night and day,
To sow the tares, to snatch the seed away;
While we in sleep our duty have forgot, he slumbered not.
Come, labor on!
Away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear!
No arm so weak but may do service here:
By feeblest agents may our God fulfill
His righteous will.
Come, labor on!
No time for rest, till glows the western sky,
Till the long shadows o’er our pathway lie,
And a glad sound comes with the setting sun,
“Well done, well done!”
Come, labor on!
The toil is pleasant, the reward is sure;
Blessed are those who to the end endure;
How full their joy, how deep their rest shall be,
O Lord, with Thee!

DECEMBER 2017

G lad T id i ngs

Jane L. Borthwick

Vol. 19 ~ No. 3

Official Publication of the Mission Committee of the Heritage Reformed Congregations

